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Grote Kanoeten op Texel in mei 2016
en Terschelling in juni 2018 en

WP-gevallen

Enno B Ebels, Diederik Kok & Jacob Jan de Vries

Zowel in mei 2016 als juni 2018 werd een
Grote Kanoet Calidris tenuirostris waargeno-
men in het Nederlandse Waddengebied. In dit
artikel worden beide gevallen gedocumenteerd.

Texel, 13-17 mei 2016

Op vrijdag 13 mei 2016 besloot Diederik Kok de
hoogwatervluchtplaats bij de Volharding bij De
Cocksdorp op Texel, Noord-Holland, te bezoe-
ken, mede om de jaarlijkse Texel Big Day voor te
bereiden. Na veel steltlopers afgekeken te heb-
ben, scande hij een verre, grote en compacte
groep van hoofdzakelijk Rosse Grutto’s Limosa
lapponica. Rond 15:45 zag hij, onder de buiken
van grutto’s doorkijkend, een steltloper met een
opvallende zwartachtige borst en witte buik. Hij
was iets groter dan enkele Kanoeten C canutus in
de buurt en de snavel was wat langer. Hij ver-
dween snel uit beeld, DK verbijsterd achterlatend:
hij had zojuist een Grote Kanoet in zomerkleed
gezien! In gespannen toestand belde hij Ruud van
Beusekom en verspreidde het nieuws van een
waarschijnlijke Grote Kanoet via de Texelse
Whatsapp-groep. Even later kreeg DK de vogel
weer in beeld, ditmaal even vrij. Digiscopen le-
verde een herkenbaar bewijsplaatje op en hij ver-

spreidde het nieuws landelijk via Dutch Bird
Alerts, vergezeld van de foto. Met afgaand tij ver-
spreidden de vele steltlopers zich langzaam over
het wad; sommige groepjes vlogen ver weg en
andere landden weer verderop. Na ¢ 45 min zoe-
ken met ¢ 10 man zag RvB hem opeens staan; na
een kwartier (waarin de aanwezige vogelaars van
het eiland hem allemaal te zien kregen) raakte hij
weer uit beeld toen hij ver weg leek te vliegen.
Rond 18:45 vond Mark Collier hem iets zuidelij-
ker terug op het wad. In totaal zagen c 40 voge-
laars hem die avond tot ¢ 21:20. De volgende
ochtend werd na de aankomst van de eerste boot
door vele 10-tallen vogelaars gezocht. Rob Halff
en Vincent Hart zagen de vogel rond 12:30 kort
bij de Schorren en een klein uur later zagen en-
kele vogelaars hem weer bij de Volharding. Tussen
¢ 14:30 en 18:30 werd hij hier regelmatig gezien
tussen de 1000en steltlopers. Met afgaand tij werd
de groep wat ‘losser’ en liet hij zich wat beter
zien. s Avonds herhaalde het patroon van de vo-
rige dag zich en liet hij zich langduriger en op iets
minder grote afstand bekijken op het wad bij De
Cocksdorp. Tot en met 17 mei werd hij af en toe
gezien op verschillende locaties op het wad en de
Volharding. Gedurende het Pinksterweekend

174-175 Grote Kanoet / Great Knot Calidris tenuirostris, adult, De Cocksdorp, Texel, Noord-Holland, 15 mei 2016

[Dutch Birding 41: 145-149, 2019]

(René Pop)




Grote Kanoeten op Texel in mei 2016 en Terschelling in juni 2018 en WP-gevallen

176 Grote Kanoet / Great Knot Calidris tenuirostris,
adult, met Rosse Grutto’s / Bar-tailed Godwits Limosa
lapponica, Kanoeten / Red Knots C canutus en Bonte
Strandlopers / Dunlins C alpina, De Cocksdorp, Texel,
Noord-Holland, 15 mei 2016 (Alex Bos)

hebben enkele 100-en vogelaars de vogel be-
zocht (Kok 2016).

Terschelling, 16-19 juni 2018

Op 16 juni 2018 om ¢ 10:15 ontdekte Jacob Jan
de Vries tijdens het aflezen van kleurringen bij
Rosse Grutto’s en Kanoeten een adulte Grote
Kanoet in een groep steltlopers op het wad bui-
tendijks bij Seeryp op Terschelling, Friesland. Hij
kon enkele foto’s maken en waarschuwde andere
vogelaars; Arie Ouwerkerk was op tijd om de vo-
gel nog te zien. Om 11:45 vloog de groep op door
opkomend tij en die dag werd de vogel niet meer
gemeld. Op 17 juni herhaalde dit patroon zich en
werd de Grote Kanoet gezien van ¢ 10:30 tot bij-
na 12:00; om 20:50, toen het weer laagwater was,
vond Ruben Terlou hem na lang zoeken foerage-
rend op het wad ruim 1 km naar het westen bij
Kinnum (Ruben Terlou pers meded). Op 18 juni
werd hij ‘s ochtends op het wad gezien en in de
middag (bij hoogwater) binnendijks in de See-
ryperpolder, rustend tussen Wulpen Numenius
arquata, Rosse Grutto’s en Kanoeten in een recent
gemaaid weiland. Op 19 juni werd hij in de mid-
dag voor het laatst gezien, wederom rustend in de
Seeryperpolder. Door de flinke reisafstand, de af-
hankelijkheid van het tij en het feit dat de vogel
van Texel twee jaar eerder door veel vogelaars
was gezien, trok de vogel van Terschelling in to-
taal slechts 20-25 vogelaars.

Beschrijving en determinatie
Grote Kanoet in zomerkleed is een gemakkelijk te

146
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177 Grote Kanoet / Great Knot Calidris tenuirostris,

adult, De Cocksdorp, Texel, Noord-Holland, 15 mei
2016 (Eric Menkveld)

herkennen middelgrote steltloper. Op de vele fo-
to’s en video-opnamen die van beide waarnemin-
gen zijn gemaakt (cf Dutch Birding 38: 246, plaat
370, 269, plaat 412-413, 342, plaat 534, 2016,
40: 255, plaat 331, 270, plaat 354, 2018; www.
dutchavifauna.nl, www.waarneming.nl) zijn de
belangrijkste kenmerken voor deze soort goed te
zien: T het voor een strandloper forse formaat met
een langgerekte structuur en vrij lange handpen-
projectie (duidelijk groter en meer langgerekt dan
Kanoet); 2 het dichte patroon van (bijna) aaneen-
gesloten zwarte tekening op de borst, waarbij
losse zwarte vlekken doorlopen op de buik en
flank (grijzer en veel minder contrastrijk getekend
bij Kanoet, met lichtgrijs getekende flank); 3 de
zwartachtige bovendelen met opvallend rood-
bruin op de schouderveren (uniek voor Grote
Kanoet bij de grotere Calidris-strandlopers); 4 de
verder witte onderdelen (roodbruin in zomerkleed
tot lichtgrijs in andere kleden bij Kanoet); en 5 de
vrij lange en licht gebogen snavel (iets korter en
rechter bij Kanoet). In vlucht toonden beide vo-
gels een smalle lichte vleugelstreep en een uitge-
breide lichte stuit en bovenstaartdekveren, con-
trasterend met de donkergrijze staart; bij Kanoet
zijn de stuit en bovenstaartdekveren grijzer en is
het contrast met de staart kleiner. In winterkleed
en juveniel kleed kan het onderscheid tussen
Grote Kanoet en Kanoet een stuk lastiger zijn.
Voor determinatieliteratuur, zie onder meer
Hayman et al (1986), Marchant (1986, 1987),
Lewington et al (1991), Mitchell & Young (1997),
Chandler (2009) en van Duivendijk (2011).
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178 Grote Kanoet / Great Knot Calidris tenuirostris, adult, met Rosse Grutto’s / Bar-tailed Godwits Limosa lapponica
en Kanoeten / Red Knots C canutus, Seeryp, Terschelling, Friesland, 16 juni 2018 (Jacob Jan de Vries) 179-180 Grote
Kanoet / Great Knot Calidris tenuirostris, adult, met Rosse Grutto’s / Bar-tailed Godwits Limosa lapponica en Kanoeten /
Red Knots C canutus, Seeryp, Terschelling, Friesland, 16 juni 2018 (Arie Ouwerkerk) 181 Grote Kanoet / Great Knot
Calidris tenuirostris, adult, met Kanoet / Red Knot C canutus, Seeryp, Terschelling, Friesland, 17 juni 2018 (Wim van
Zwieten) 182 Grote Kanoet / Great Knot Calidris tenuirostris, adult, Seeryp, Terschelling, Friesland, 18 juni 2018
(Bert-Jan Luijendijk)
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TABEL 1 Gevallen van Grote Kanoet Calidris tenuirostris in de WP (‘sensu BWP’) exclusief Koeweit / records of Great

Knot Calidris tenuirostris in the WP (‘sensu BWP’) excluding Kuwait (Lister 1981, Schekkerman 1986, Nehls &

Schmeckebier 1988, Bentz 1989, Ellis 1989, 1992, Eigenhuis 1992, Kotodziejczyk & Pola 2002, Batty 2004,

Whodarczak-Komosiriska 2016, Raritetskommittén 2018; Dutch Birding 39: 263-264, 2017; Jochen Dierschke in litt,
tukasz tawicki in litt)

Brittannié (4)

15 september 1989, Scatness and Pool of Virkie,
Mainland, Shetland, Schotland, adult

13 oktober tot 5 november 1996, Bran and Seal Sands,
Greenabella Marsh, Cleveland, Engeland, adult

31 juli en 16-17 augustus 2004, Skippool Creek, River
Wyre, Lancashire, Engeland, adult

13-15 juli 2014, Breydon Water, Norfolk, Engeland,
adult

Duitsland (2)

1 augustus 1987, Langenwerder, Mecklenburg-Vorpom-
mern, adult

23 juni 2002, Jadebusen, Wapelersiel, Niedersachsen

lerland (1)
25 juli 2004, Malahide estuary, Dublin, adult

Israél (2)
24 oktober 1985, Eilat, adult
2 november 1991, Shifdan

Marokko (2)
27 augustus 1980, Oued Souss, Agadir
8 november 2014, Oued Souss, Agadir

Nederland (3)

19-25 september 1991, Oostvaardersdijk, Flevoland, en
29 september tot 6 oktober 1991, Camperduin,
Noord-Holland, juveniel

13-17 mei 2016, De Cocksdorp, Texel, Noord-Holland,
adult
16-19 juni 2018, Seeryp, Terschelling, Friesland, adult

Noorwegen (1)
12 september 1987, Rossholmen, Nordre Gyeren

Polen (2)

15-19 september 2001, Turawski Reservoir, Opolskie,
juveniel

17 juli 2014, Vistula-monding, baai van Gdarisk, Pomors-
kie, adult

Spanje (1)
30 juni 2017, Dofana strand, Huelva, en 1 juli 2017,
Chipiona, Cadiz, adult
Een waarneming in Ebro delta, Tarragona, in april
1979 (Martinez-Vilalta & Motis 1985), destijds aanvaard
als eerste geval voor Spanje en de WP ‘sensu BWP’ is
onlangs na herziening afgewezen (Gil-Velasco et al
2017).

Zweden (3)

2-3 augustus 2005, Bondédngen-Sandrevlarna, Ottenby,
Oland, eerste-zomer

18 juni 2012, Hjalstaviken, Uppland, en 19 juni 2012,
Erstadskarret, Visings6, Smaland, eerste-zomer

11-12 juni 2014, Vastrevet, Ottenby, Oland, tweede-
kalenderjaar of ouder

Verspreiding en voorkomen

Grote Kanoet broedt in Oost-Siberié, Rusland, en
overwintert in delen van Zuid-Azié en het oosten
van Australié. Een klein deel van de populatie
overwintert verder naar het westen, tot in Iran
(waarschijnlijk regelmatig) en het Arabisch Schier-
eiland (vooral in Oman en de Verenigde Arabische
Emiraten maar ook in kleine aantallen in Koeweit)
(Cramp & Simmons 1983, Richardson 1990,
Gregory 2005, van Gils et al 2018). De soort heeft
de status 'bedreigd’; de wereldpopulatie omvat
naar schatting 290 000-380 000 individuen en
neemt in aantal af sinds 2000 (van Gils et al
2018). Voor meer informatie over trekroutes en
trekperioden, zie Lisovski et al (2016) en van Gils
etal (2018).

Als extreme langeafstandstrekker die in Oost-
Azié en Oceanié non-stop grote afstanden aflegt
(tot 5500 km non-stop; Lisovski et al 2016) is het
geen onverwachte maar wel een zeer zeldzame
dwaalgast in de WP: er zijn 21 gevallen in de klas-
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sicke WP (‘sensu BWP’; exclusief Koeweit): in
Brittannié (4), Duitsland (2), lerland (1), Israél (2),
Marokko (2), Nederland (3), Noorwegen (1),
Polen (2), Spanje (1) en Zweden (3) (tabel 1).
Buiten de WP is de soort als dwaalgast vastgesteld
in Afrika ten zuiden van de Sahara (Djibouti,
Namibié, Oeganda, Zuid-Afrika), op Mauritius en
de Seychellen in de Indische Oceaan, in Noord-
Amerika (meeste gevallen in Alaska, VS, en verder
in Maine, Oregon en West Virginia, VS), Nieuw-
Caledonié en Nieuw-Zeeland (Safford 1992,
Cohen & Winter 2003, Engel 2009, Howell et al
2014, Skeen 2014, van Gils et al 2018).

De waarnemingen op Texel en Terschelling zijn
aanvaard door de Commissie Dwaalgasten
Nederlandse Avifauna (CDNA) en betroffen het
tweede en derde geval voor Nederland. Het eerste
was een juveniel op 19-25 september 1991 langs
de Oostvaardersdijk (km 23.5), Flevoland, dat op
29 september 1991 werd teruggevonden Dbij
Camperduin, Noord-Holland, waar hij tot 6 okto-
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ber bleef (Eigenhuis 1992, van den Berg 2018).

Gezien de zeldzaamheid in Europa is het denk-
baar dat de vogel van 2018 de terugkerende vogel
van 2016 betrof maar omdat er geen directe aan-
wijzingen zijn dat het hetzelfde individu betrof,
zijn beide waarnemingen als afzonderlijke geval-
len aanvaard (cf www.dutchavifauna.nl).

Summary

GREAT KNOTS ON TEXEL IN MAY 2016 AND TERSCHELLING IN
JUNE 2018 AND WP RecORDS On 13-17 May 2016, an
adult-summer Great Knot Calidris tenuirostris stayed on
mudflats near De Cocksdorp, Texel, Noord-Holland, the
Netherlands. It was seen roosting in a large wader flock
during high tide and foraging on the mudflats during low
tide. On 16-19 June 2018, an adult-summer was seen
on and off (mostly at low tide) near Seeryp, Terschelling,
Friesland, the Netherlands. These were the second and
third record, after a juvenile in September-October
1991. Great Knot breeds in eastern Siberia, Russia, win-
ters in South-east Asia and (mainly) Australia with small
numbers west to the Arabian peninsula, and is a very
rare vagrant further to the west; table 1 lists all 21 re-
cords in the WP ‘sensu BWP’ excluding Kuwait (where
the species is a scarce but regular visitor).
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Keizerarend in Nederland in
september-oktober 2017

Toy Janssen, Maartje Bakker, Willem-Jan Fontijn & Enno B Ebels

p woensdag 27 september 2017 arriveerden

wij (Maartje Bakker en Toy Janssen) rond
09:00 op telpost Brobbelbies-Noord bij Uden,
Noord-Brabant. De mist van die ochtend was in-
middels verdwenen en de lucht was strak blauw.
Rond 11:45 zag TJ een grote roofvogel cirkelen en
de eerste indruk met de kijker wees op een arend.
Met de telescoop was duidelijk dat het geen
Zeearend Haliaeetus albicilla was. De arend vloog
richting noordwest en we sprongen in de auto om
dichterbij foto’s te maken. Hij vloog daarna recht
terug naar de telpost en verdween langzaam in
zuidwestelijke richting. Via Dutch Bird Alerts
werd hij doorgegeven als Schreeuwarend/Bas-
taardarend Clanga pomarina/clanga, samen met
één van de foto’s. Snel kwamen de eerste reacties
dat het om een subadulte Keizerarend Aquila he-
liaca ging! Na ¢ 20 min zag MB hem opnieuw
boven de bosrand vliegen en we gaven snel door
dat hij weer aanwezig was. De eerste lokale voge-
laars waren inmiddels gearriveerd, even later ge-
volgd door de eerste twitchers van verder weg.
Soms leek hij weg te vliegen maar hij kwam toch
iedere keer terug. Eén keer probeerde hij te lan-
den in een boom maar een Zwarte Kraai Corvus
corone joeg hem weg. Om c 13:45 verdween hij
langzaam en laag in zuidoostelijke richting, dit
keer definitief. Hij was toen gezien door zeker 75
vogelaars.

Een week later, op 3 oktober, werd Wietze Janse
getipt over een foto van een spannende arend op
Facebook. Gelijk was duidelijk dat de foto van
Gijs Leusink in de Facebook-groep Roofvogels en
Uilen de Keizerarend betrof. W] verspreidde het
bericht toen er meer details bekend waren; de
vogel bleek om 13:15 te zijn gezien bij Celle-
muiden, Overijssel, vliegend richting noord. Later
op de avond kwam door dat hij in de schemer ten
oosten van Hasselt, Overijssel, was gezien door
Jeroen Bredenbeek (boswachter bij Staatsbos-
beheer). De informatie werd via Dutch Bird Alerts
gedeeld en er werd een speciale Whatsapp-groep
aangemaakt. Vroeg in de ochtend van 4 oktober
waren al veel vogelaars in het gebied samengeko-
men; rond 08:10 zag Teus Luijendijk de arend in
het eerste licht laag over de bomen vliegen en ver-
volgens zagen c 10 vogelaars hem verderop in
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een weiland landen. Snel werd de grote groep
vogelaars die aan de andere kant van het bosje
stond gewaarschuwd maar de vogel bleek mobiel
en verplaatste zich steeds snel. Er volgden daar-
door een paar spannende uren voor vogelaars die
hem nog niet hadden gezien. De arend werd ge-
lukkig steeds teruggevonden, ondanks het feit dat
hij een aantal malen het Zwarte Water overstak en
later in de ochtend ook even de grens met Flevo-
land. Rond 11:00 zat hij lange tijd in een weiland,
waar hij door veel mensen mooi werd gezien; na
13:05 ontbrak echter ieder spoor.

In de middag van 8 oktober zag Lucien Brinkhof
hem weer, vliegend in noordwestelijke richting bij
Raalte, Overijssel. Op 9 oktober om ¢ 12:30 nam
Pieter Doornbos hem waar ten zuidoosten van
Zwolle, Overijssel, om 12:48 zag Frits van den
Bos hem boven Zwolle en om ¢ 15:15 kreeg Guus
van Duin hem in beeld bij Hasselt (de plek van
een week eerder), waarna de waarnemingen el-
kaar in hoog tempo opvolgden totdat hij om
c 18:40 bij Zwartsluis, Overijssel, ging slapen.
Daar werd hij de volgende ochtend in de herkan-
sing door 10-tallen vogelaars gezien; de laatste
waarneming was diezelfde dag in De Wieden,
Overijssel, om 13:15. Twee meldingen eind okto-
ber bleven onbevestigd (cf Janssen & Bakker
2017). Voor een overzicht van alle locaties en da-
tums, zie tabel 1.

Beschrijving

De beschrijving is gebaseerd op foto’s van vele fo-
tografen en videobeelden van onder meer Peter
van der Braak, GvD, Bert Haamberg, Sjoerd
Osinga en Steven Wytema (cf Dutch Birding 39:
393, plaat 549, 429, plaat 614-615, 2017, 40:
366, plaat 495-496, 2018; www.dutchbirding.nl,
www.waarneming.nl, www.youtube.com). De
notities over ruistadium zijn afkomstig van
Albert de Jong (https://waarneming.nl/waarne-
ming/view/144700850).

GROOTTE & BOUW Veel groter dan ook aanwezige
Bruine Kiekendief Circus aeruginosus of Buizerd Buteo
buteo, met ruim anderhalf keer zo grote spanwijdte en
met veel bredere vleugels. Formaat vergelijkbaar met
Zeearend (waarmee af en toe samen vliegend in
Flevoland/Overijssel) maar met smallere vleugel en bre-

[Dutch Birding 41: 150-158, 2019]
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183 Keizerarend / Eastern Imperial Eagle Aquila heliaca, vierde-kalenderjaar mannetje (A506), Brobbelbies-Noord,
Noord-Brabant, 27 september 2017 (Toy Janssen) 184 Keizerarend / Eastern Imperial Eagle Aquila heliaca, vierde-
kalenderjaar mannetje (A506), met Buizerds / Common Buzzards Buteo buteo, Brobbelbies-Noord, Noord-Brabant,
27 september 2017 (Herman Bouman) 185 Keizerarend / Eastern Imperial Eagle Aquila heliaca, vierde-kalenderjaar
mannetje (A506), met Haas / Brown Hare Lepus europaeus, Genemuiden, Overijssel, 4 oktober 2017 (Ruud E Brouwer)
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186-187 Keizerarend / Eastern Imperial Eagle Aquila heliaca, vierde-kalenderjaar mannetje (A506), Genemuiden,
Overijssel, 4 oktober 2017 (Michel Veldt)
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Overijssel, 10 oktober 2017 (Niels Jorritsma)

dere staart. Lange, brede, diep gevingerde vleugels;
zeven vingers duidelijk zichtbaar. Staart niet uitgespro-
ken kort of lang, afgerond. Achterrand van vleugels met
lichte S-bocht. Zware borst. Kop redelijk ver uitstekend.
Zware, sterk gekromde licht gekleurde snavel, opvallend
groot, washuid geel. Zware, dikke poten met opvallende
klauwen. Lange broekveren.

KOP Licht geelbruin, voorhoofd donkerbruin gekleurd
maar kruin licht geelbruin, rond oog ook donkerder. Kin
en keel donkerbruin.

BOVENDELEN Mantel licht geelbruin met enkele donker-
bruine veren. Schouderveren en rug donkerbruin; aan
rechterzijde één opvallende witte onderste schouder-
veer en centraal-links op gelijke hoogte twee lichtere

vuilwitte veren. Stuit donkerbruin en bovenstaartdekve-
ren licht geelbruin.

ONDERDELEN  Grondkleur overwegend licht geelbruin
met vooral op borst donkerbruine veren. Onderstaart-
dekveren en broek licht geelbruin.

VLEUGEL Bovenvleugel contrast vertonend tussen slag-
pennen en dekveren. Handpennen van bovenvleugel
donkerst en zwartachtig, op binnenste na: licht geel-
bruin en samen met lichtere buitenste armpennen licht
venster vormend, met enige bandering naar basis toe.
Armpennen donkerbruin. Grote handdekveren donker,
zwartachtig. Grote armdekveren donkerbruin met onre-
gelmatige brede, lichte top. Rest van bovenarm licht-
bruin met smalle donkere streping, toppen van met

TABEL 1 Waarnemingen van vierde-kalenderjaar Keizerarend Aquila heliaca in Nederland in september-oktober 2017
(cursief = gemeente) / sightings of fourth calendar-year Eastern Imperial Eagle Aquila heliaca in the Netherlands in
September-October 2017 (italics = municipality) (Gelling et al 2018)

27 september, Brobbelbies-Noord, Landerd, Noord-
Brabant

3 oktober, Zwarte Water, Cellemuiden, Zwartewaterland,
Overijssel

3-4 oktober, Stadsgaten, Hasselt, Staphorsterveld en
Zuideindigerslag, Staphorst, Overijssel

4 oktober, Hasselt, Genemuiden, Zwarte Water, Masten-
broek en Zwartsluis, Zwartewaterland, en De
Wieden-Venemaat, Vollenhove en Barsbekerbinnen-
polder, Steenwijkerland, Overijssel, en Vogeleiland,

Zwarte Meer, Noordoostpolder, Flevoland

8 oktober, Boetelerveld, Raalte, Overijssel

9 oktober, verschillende locaties rondom Zwolle,
Zwolle, Overijssel

9-10 oktober, Olde Maten, Staphorsterveld en Rouveen,
Staphorst, Overijssel

10 oktober, Zwartsluis en Olde Maten, Zwartewaterland,
en De Wieden en Polder 't Wijde Zicht, Steenwijker-
land, Overijssel
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190 Keizerarend / Eastern Imperial Eagle Aquila heliaca,
vierde-kalenderjaar mannetje (A506), Genemuiden,
Overijssel, 4 oktober 2017 (Edwin Winkel)

name buitenste middelste armdekveren lichter. Grote
dekveren met vrij brede lichte randen. Ondervleugel
met groot contrast tussen overwegend donkere slagpen-
nen en veel lichtere dekveren. Handpennen en armpen-
nen overwegend donker (zwartachtig), met onopvallen-
de lichtere bandering. Binnenste handpennen en bui-
tenste armpennen veel lichter, duidelijk venster verto-
nend, als op bovenvleugel; basale bandering hier meest
opvallend. Ondervleugeldekveren licht geelbruin, met
opvallende, donkerdere vlekking/streping (in middelste
dekveren bijna 50% donkere veren).

STAART Onderzijde bijna dezelfde kleur als armpennen.
Bovenzijde kleur als bovenste dekveren. Eén volgroeide
adulte staartpen met duidelijk smalle afgetekende zwar-
te band. Verse onvolgroeide staartpen eveneens met
band. Op foto’s van latere waarnemingen onvolgroeide
pen inmiddels flink stuk gegroeid en zwarte band nog
duidelijker zichtbaar. Bovendekstaartveren lichtbruin
met lichtere randen.

NAAKTE DELEN Poot geel, nagels donker. Snavel aan
basis licht blauwgrijs, naar punt toe donkerder. Washuid
geel. Iris licht. Metalen ring aan rechterpoot met cijfers
506.

RUI & SLEET Actieve rui zichtbaar in staart. Armpennen
mix lijkend van twee generaties van niet-juveniele ve-
ren. Op handvleugel één ruigolf zichtbaar, waarbij bin-
nenste twee tot drie handpennen nieuw en geen juve-
niele handpennen meer aanwezig. Staart mix van drie
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generaties veren, met ten minste één centrale adulte
staartpen groeiend.

GEDRAG Tijdens waarnemingen op Brobbelbies veel cir-
kelend op niet al te grote hoogte. Vogel leek volle krop
te hebben en op zoek te zijn naar rustplaats. Door aan-
wezigheid van lokale Zwarte Kraaien en Buizerds waar-
schijnlijk daarin gestoord. Tijdens waarnemingen in ok-
tober ook veelvuldig aan grond gezien. Ook hier niet op
grote hoogte vliegend en vaak redelijk grote afstanden
afleggend van plek naar plek, tot ¢ 15 km uit elkaar. Op
diverse plekken jagend op Hazen Lepus europaeus maar
zonder succes.

Herkomst op basis van ringgegevens

Tijdens de eerste waarneming op de Brobbelbies
werd nog niet met zekerheid een ring opgemerkt,
al waren er op de foto’s al wel aanwijzingen voor
te zien. Gedurende de latere waarnemingen werd
(aanvankelijk op basis van de vluchtfoto’s) met ze-
kerheid duidelijk dat de vogel aan de rechterpoot
een metalen ring droeg waarbij in eerste instantie
alleen 06 of 09 kon worden afgelezen. Op 9 okto-
ber kon Guus Jenniskens op ¢ 40 m afstand met
een telescoop de cijfers 506 aflezen. Onderzoek
naar de herkomst van de ring door Hans Pohlmann
(in litt) leidde naar de geboorteplaats en -periode:
de vogel bleek op 18 juni 2014 als nestjong te zijn
geringd (ring Budapest A506) in een nest met twee
jongen te Dévavanya, Békés, Hongarije (47°5'N,
20°53’E); het mannelijke jong kreeg de naam
‘Ladybird’ (Mortan Horvath in litt). De afstand tot
de plek waar de ring op 9 en 10 oktober werd af-
gelezen (52°34’52”N, 6°7’5”E) was 1220 km; de
vogel was toen 3 jaar, 3 maanden en c 3 weken
oud. Aanvankelijk was er nog enige onduidelijk-
heid omdat de ringserie uit 2015 begon met een 4
maar omdat het aantal geringde jongen in dat jaar
boven de 100 uitkwam zijn er ook vogels geringd
met begincijfer 5 (Mortan Horvath in litt).

De Nederlandse vogel betrof zo goed als zeker
hetzelfde exemplaar dat in januari 2017 aanwe-
zig was bij Lago di Massaciuccoli in Toscana,
ltalié, en daar werd gedetermineerd als Spaanse
Keizerarend (Dutch Birding 39: 45, plaat 54,
2017; tawicki & van den Berg 2017ac). Deze vo-
gel toonde in januari een kleed en ruistadium dat
past op een vierde-kalenderjaar vogel. Na een rui-
periode in de zomer zijn niet alle veerpartijen
meer te vergelijken maar sommige (behouden)
veren toonden een patroon dat identiek was aan
dat bij de Nederlandse vogel, met name t6 links,
de binnenste grote dekveren links en de langste
okselveer rechts. Verder tonen de foto’s een over-
eenkomstig wat vreemd gevormd neusgat en kwa-
men de detailbeschadigingen in de overeenkom-
stige handpennen (rechts p6-9 en links p7-9, ove-
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191-192 Keizerarend / Eastern Imperial Eagle Aquila heliaca, mannetje, nestjong na ringen op nest
(A506, ‘Ladybird’), Devavanya, Békés, Hungary, 18 juni 2014 (Mdrton Horvath)

rige waren geruid en dus niet te vergelijken) over-
een, hoewel deze in oktober door verdere verou-
dering meer beschadigd waren (Nils van Duiven-
dijk in litt).

Determinatie, leeftijd en geslacht

Het grote formaat en de brede, diep gevingerde
vleugels, ver uitstekende kop, grote snavel en op-
vallende, krachtige klauwen maakten duidelijk
dat het een arend Haliaeetus/Aquila/Clanga be-
trof. Zeearend heeft een wigvormige staart, zou
nog groter moeten zijn, heeft nooit een bleek
geelbruine grondkleur en mist het venster in de
vleugels. Ook Steenarend A chrysaetos kent in
geen enkel kleed de combinatie van een bleek
zandbruine grondkleur en licht vleugelvenster en
houdt bovendien tijdens het schroeven de vleu-
gels in een opvallende V-vorm. Arenden van ver-
gelijkbare grootte en vergelijkbaar uiterlijk die
verder in aanmerking komen zijn Schreeuwarend
C pomarina, onvolwassen Bastaardarend C clan-
ga van het bleke ‘fulvescens-type’ en onvolwassen
Savannearend A rapax, Steppearend A nipalensis
en Spaanse Keizerarend A adalberti. Behalve
laatstgenoemde zijn al deze soorten echter uit te
sluiten door de combinatie van de regelmatig ge-

streepte borst met opvallend lichte kop, buik en
broek, het duidelijke lichte venster in de vleugel
en het ontbreken van een opvallende lichte vleu-
gelband op de ondervleugel (cf Ferguson-Lees &
Christie 2001, Forsman 2007, 2016, van Duiven-
dijk 2011).

Het onderscheid tussen Keizerarend en Spaanse
Keizerarend kan moeilijk zijn; juist in de leeftijds-
categorie van de vogel in Nederland in 2017
(vierde-kalenderjaar) zijn beide soorten het las-
tigst te onderscheiden (cf Forsman 2007, 2016,
Malmhagen & Larsson 2013). De leeftijd als vier-
de-kalenderjaar is gebaseerd op de ringgegevens
en stemt overeen met het verenkleed. De combi-
natie van het ontbreken van juveniele hand- of
armpennen, de actieve rui in de binnenhand en
de aanwezigheid van een enkele adult-type vleu-
gelpen wijst op een vogel van deze leeftijd. Een
jaar oudere vogel zou meer volwassen-type veren
hebben met een bredere zwarte top en duidelij-
kere bandering aan de staartpennen en het hele
verenkleed zou donkerder zijn (Dick Forsman in
litt).

Kenmerken die pleiten voor Keizerarend zijn:
1 de smalle zwarte top aan de staartpennen, con-
trasterend met duidelijk gebandeerd overig deel
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van de veer (zwarte punt breder en rest van staart-
pen meer grijs en vrijwel ongebandeerd bij Spaan-
se); 2 de ongetekende bleek geelachtige nek, kop
en voorhoofd met relatief kleine donkere voor-
hoofdvlek (vlek groter en verder naar achter door-
lopend en nek meestal wat donkerder in dit kleed
bij Spaanse); 3 gele grondkleur van de onderdelen
met donkere vlekking (past op beide soorten maar
grondkleur vaak met iets warmere oranje tint in
Spaanse en vlekken vaak groter in Spaanse). Ook
de niet extreem zware snavel en ongetekende
pootbevedering passen iets beter op Keizerarend
dan op Spaanse maar deze kenmerken zijn slechts
indicatief (Bjorn Malmhagen in litt). Dankzij de
ringgegevens kon de determinatie als Keizerarend
definitief bevestigd worden.

Het betrof een mannetje op basis van DNA-
analyse van het nestjong (Mortan Horvéth in litt).
In verenkleed is er geen verschil tussen beide ge-
slachten, wel in gewicht en grootte van snavel en
poten (vrouwtjes zijn zwaarder en groter dan
mannetjes). De omvang van de pootring paste bij
een mannetje (Mortan Horvath in litt).

Verspreiding en voorkomen

Keizerarend broedt in een groot gebied van
Slowakije, Hongarije, Macedonié en Bulgarije in
het westen, via Iran, Zuid-Rusland en de voorma-
lige Sovjetrepublieken in Centraal-Azié tot het ge-
bied rond het Baikalmeer in Siberié, Rusland
(BirdLife International 2018). Ferguson-Lees &
Christie (2001) geven aan dat er geen broedgeval-
len meer in Pakistan zijn. In Europa wordt de po-
pulatie geschat op 1300-1900 broedparen (2500-
3800 volwassen exemplaren). Recente schattin-
gen van de populatie in Kazachstan en Rusland
suggereren dat de wereldpopulatie meer dan
10 000 volwassen individuen kan zijn maar van-
wege kritische kanttekeningen bij deze schattin-
gen wordt hier voorzichtigheidshalve een wereld-
populatie van 2500-9999 volwassen exemplaren
aangehouden (c 3500-15 000 individuen; BirdLife
International 2018). De Europese populatie vormt
¢ 30% van de wereldpopulatie en lijkt te groeien;
eerdere schattingen gingen uit van 1000-1600 pa-
ren waarvan (slechts) 200 buiten de voormalige
Sovjetrepublieken (Belik & Galushin 1996, Bragin
1999, Belik et al 2002, BirdLife International
2018). Recente informatie uit Kazachstan en Rus-
land wijst erop dat deze populaties stabiel zijn
(Karyakin et al 2013). Als gevolg van habitatver-
lies over het gehele verspreidingsgebied, versto-
ring, vergiftiging en (illegale) jacht is de wereld-
wijde trend echter toch negatief en is de soort als
‘kwetsbaar’ gerangschikt (BirdLife International
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2018). Adulte vogels verblijven ’s winters veelal in
de buurt van het broedgebied; dit geldt vooral
voor de westelijke populaties; de oostelijke popu-
laties vertonen meer trekgedrag. Jonge vogels
trekken verder dan adulte, naar het Midden-
Oosten en Noord-Afrika (Cramp & Simmons
1980). De soort overwintert ook in delen van
Zuid- en Zuidoost-Azié (Ferguson-Lees & Christie
2001, BirdLife International 2018). In Eilat, Israél,
vindt voorjaarstrek plaats van februari tot begin
mei, waarbij adulte vogels eerder (eind februari
en begin maart) en juveniele en subadulte vogels
later (midden maart en begin april) doortrekken
(Forsman 2007). Een aantal overwintert in Israél.

In Europa zijn de aantallen in de 20e eeuw
sterk afgenomen maar de afgelopen decennia
neemt de soort door beschermingsmaatregelen
weer toe (al dragen betere inventarisaties mogelijk
ook bij aan een positiever beeld; BirdLife
International 2018). De meeste Europese vogels
broeden in Rusland en verder in Bulgarije (20-25
broedparen), Hongarije (inmiddels meer dan 200
broedparen in 2018), Macedonié, Oekraine, Roe-
menié (meer dan 50 broedparen in 2004),
Slowakije (21 broedparen in 1997, 45-50 in 2011)
en Turkije (20-120 broedparen in 2003) (Mebs &
Schmidt 2006, Demerdzhiev et al 2011, BirdLife
International 2018). In 1998 broedde de soort
voor het eerst op Tsjechisch grondgebied en in
1999 voor het eerst in 180 jaar weer in Oostenrijk
(eg, Wichmann 2011). In Hongarije is sinds de ja-
ren 1980 sprake van een sterke groei; in 2010 wa-
ren er 119 broedparen en werden ten minste 105
jongen uitgebroed. In 2014 werden er meer dan
100 nestjongen geringd (Bagyura et al 2002,
Horvath et al 2011, 2014; Mortan Horvéth in litt;
www.imperialeagle.hu/content/imperial-eagle).
De Hongaarse populatie groeide de afgelopen ja-
ren verder, van 150-160 paar in 2013 naar 230-
240 in 2018 (Horvath et al 2018).

Status als dwaalgast in West- en Noord-Europa

In West- en Noord-Europa is Keizerarend een gro-
te zeldzaamheid, die naar het noordoosten toe als
dwaalgast snel minder zeldzaam wordt. In toene-
mende mate gaat het in Europa om waarnemin-
gen waarbij op basis van ringgegevens en/of een
aanwezige zender de herkomst en determinatie
bevestigd kunnen worden. In Belgié en Brittannié
is de soort nooit vastgesteld. In Frankrijk is het een
dwaalgast met zeven gevallen sinds 1900, alle in
1993-2008, en een melding in november-decem-
ber 2018 (Camargue, Bouches-du-Rhéne) en de-
zelfde vogel in maart 2019 (Haute-Marne) die nog
in behandeling is; daarnaast zijn er drie meldin-
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gen uit de 19e eeuw maar deze zijn nooit beoor-
deeld (www.chn-france.com/chn_donnees.php,
https://tinyurl.com/y27ugb25; tukasz tawicki in
litt). In het Middellandse Zeegebied is de soort de
afgelopen jaren vastgesteld in onder meer Malta
(2015), Spanje (2014) en Tunesié (2017). In de pe-
riode maart-mei 2017 waren er maar liefst vijf
waarnemingen in ltalié, waarvan één gezenderde
vogel (tawicki & van den Berg 2017b). In
Scandinavié wordt de soort aanzienlijk vaker ge-
meld dan verder zuidelijk in Europa, met in
Denemarken meer dan 25 gevallen, waarvan ne-
gen sinds 1990. In Zweden zijn er ¢ 17 gevallen
en in Finland tot 2018 10. In Noorwegen is de
soort in februari-maart 2007 voor het eerst vastge-
steld. In Polen zijn er meer dan 30 gevallen en in
Wit-Rusland drie. In de drie Baltische staten zijn
de eerste gevallen vanaf het begin van deze eeuw
vastgesteld, waaronder enkele van gezenderde
vogels die niet visueel zijn waargenomen. In
Duitsland zijn er 11 gevallen tot en met 2016, vijf
voor 2010, vijf in 2010-15 en één in 2016 (een
geval van een tweedejaars vogel die werd gefoto-
grafeerd in Schleswig-Holstein in juni 2018 is nog
in behandeling); veelal betreft het vogels die niet
daadwerkelijk gezien worden maar die een GPS-
zender hebben en uit Oostenrijk afkomstig zijn
(Deutsche Avifaunistische Kommission 2018;
Christopher Konig in litt, Peter de Vries in litt). Eén
vogel keerde in vijf achtereenvolgende zomers (in
1990-94) terug naar de Hakel, Sachsen-Anhalt (cf
van Beusekom 2007). In Denemarken en Zweden
is de soort vooral vastgesteld van mei tot en met
september maar er zijn ook gevallen bekend uit
alle andere maanden van het jaar.

Van 13 tot 17 februari 2018 werd een vierde-
kalenderjaar Keizerarend gezien in het zuiden van
Denemarken nabij Varnaes, Aabenraa, Sydjylland.
Op foto’s is duidelijk een metalen ring te zien
maar deze kon niet worden afgelezen. Op basis
van het verenkleed gaat het waarschijnlijk om de-
zelfde vogel als in Nederland in 2017 maar gezien
het hoge aantal geringde jongen uit 2014 (meer
dan 100) is het ook denkbaar dat het een andere
exemplaar uit dezelfde leeftijdsklasse betrof.

Bijna alle gevallen in Noordwest-Europa betref-
fen onvolwassen vogels, zowel juveniele als sub-
adulte. Adulte zijn veel zeldzamer maar bijvoor-
beeld wel in Denemarken en Zweden enkele ma-
len waargenomen. Jongere vogels hebben een
grotere trek- en dispersiedrang en zullen dus ook
eerder als dwaalgast opduiken; adulte vogels ver-
tonen soms ook dispersiegedrag, afhankelijk van
hoe streng de winter is.

Status in Nederland

De waarnemingen van 2017 zijn aanvaard als
tweede geval voor Nederland (cf Gelling et al
2018). Het eerste geval betrof een overtrekkend
exemplaar dat werd gefotografeerd bij telpost
Kamperhoek, Flevoland, op 3 april 2005 (van
Beusekom 2005, 2007); waarschijnlijk dezelfde
vogel werd op 24-26 april 2005 waargenomen in
Denemarken bij Skagen, Nordjylland (van Beuse-
kom 2007). Er is daarnaast één geval van Spaanse
Keizerarend in Nederland, over de Loozerheide,
Limburg/Noord-Brabant op 6 mei 2007 (Weenink
etal 2011).
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Summary
EASTERN IMPERIAL EAGLE IN THE NETHERLANDS IN SEPTEMBER-
OcTOBER 2017 On 27 September 2017, a subadult
Eastern Imperial Eagle Aquila heliaca was seen in flight
for ¢ 2 h at Maashorst, Noord-Brabant, the Netherlands.
On 3-10 October, the same bird was seen on and off in
a large area near Hasselt, Overijssel, and crossing the
provincial border into Flevoland, and seen by 100s of
birders. The bird wore an aluminium ring (A506) and
was traced as a wild-born male (‘Ladybird’) from Hun-
gary (ringed on the nest on 18 June 2014) which con-
firmed its identification as fourth calendar-year Eastern
Imperial. Other large eagles Haliaeetus/Aquila/Clanga
could be excluded easily but, in this age class, separa-
tion from Spanish Imperial Eagle A adalberti can be ex-
tremely difficult. Characters supporting the identifica-
tion as Eastern Imperial were: 7 narrow black band to
tail-feathers and clear barring on rest of tail-feathers
(broader black band and more uniform grey tail-feathers
in Spanish Imperial); 2 unmarked pale yellowish neck,
head and forehead with relatively small dark frontal
patch (patch larger and extending further backwards and
neck often slightly darker in Spanish Imperial); and
3 yellow ground colour to underparts with dark mark-
ings (fits both species but ground colour often slightly
more orangey and markings larger in Spanish Imperial).
This was the second record for the Netherlands; the
first was a migrating bird at Kamperhoek, Flevoland, on
3 April 2005 (seen by a few birders only). Remarkably,
based on detailed feather analyses from photographs,
the 2017 bird appears to be the same individual as one
in Toscana, ltaly, in January 2016, where the ring could
not be read and where the bird was tentatively identified
as Spanish Imperial Eagle. Possibly the same bird was
then seen in southern Denmark in February 2018.
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Status of Cory’s Shearwater in the
western Mediterranean

Robert L Flood & Ricard Gutiérrez

Generally, Cory’s Shearwater Calonectris bore-
alis (hereafter borealis) breeds in the north-
eastern Atlantic Ocean and Scopoli’s Shearwater
C diomedea (hereafter diomedea) in the Medi-
terranean Sea (BirdLife International 2018). Both
species spend the non-breeding period primarily
in the Atlantic, though borealis enters the southwest
Indian Ocean (Ristow et al 2000, Gonzéalez-Solis
et al 2007, Dias et al 2011, Reyes-Gonzdlez et al
2017). Recent evidence presented below shows
that the breeding divide between borealis and
diomedea lies in the western Mediterranean rather
than at the Strait of Gibraltar, and that borealis
regularly forages in small numbers off the Iberian
Mediterranean coast. This paper presents and
discusses the evidence, touches on hybridisation
and introgression, and summarises criteria for at-
sea and in-hand separation of borealis from
diomedea. The aim is to improve current and
future understanding of the status of borealis in the
western Mediterranean.

Breeding borealis in the western Mediterranean
The main breeding colonies of borealis are in the
north-eastern Atlantic Ocean, ie, in the Azores,
Berlengas, Canary Islands, Desertas, Madeira and
Selvagens (BirdLife International 2018). It recently
bred in Galicia in north-western Spain (Munilla et
al 2016).

Two breeding sites were recently discovered in
the western Mediterranean. First, a colony of ¢ 10
breeding pairs was found on Isla de Terreros off the
Almerfa coast, Spain (Gémez-Diaz et al 2009,
Reyes-Gonzalez et al 2017; figure 1). A genetic
analysis of five individuals showed no evidence
of hybridisation and a morphological study of 31
individuals supported their ‘Atlantic identity’
(Gémez-Diaz et al 2006). Also, a Calonectris spe-
cies has been mentioned as breeding on nearby
Isla Negra at 1 km distance from Isla de Terreros
(Carboneras & Lorenzo 2004).

Second, in the Chafarinas islands, Spain, close
to the Moroccan Mediterranean coast, 20-30

FIGURE 1 Main locations in text: 1 Gulf of Cadiz, 2 Strait of Gibraltar, 3 Chafarinas islands, 4 Isla de Terreros and Isla
Negra, 5 Palomas island, 6 Almeria-Oran Oceanographic Front, 7 Islas Columbretes, 8 Cabrera, 9 Barcelona, 10 Cap

de Sant Sebastia, 11 Badia de Roses, 12 Cap de Creus, 13 Hyeres, 14 Giraglia, 15 Linosa

[Dutch Birding 41: 159-165, 2019]
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breeding pairs of borealis were found in a colony
of 800-1000 pairs of diomedea (Reyes-Gonzalez
et al 2017). A pullus ringed on Selvagem Grande,
Selvagens, in the north-eastern Atlantic on 6 Octo-
ber 1979 was found incubating on Congreso
Island, Chafarinas, on 14 June 2005 (27 years old!)
(by Isabel Afan and José Manuel Igual; Molina et al
2005). Biometrics of this individual and several
more birds from the island corresponded with
borealis. The proportion of borealis breeding in the
Chafarinas colony increased from 6% in 2000 to
23% in 2010 with ¢ 14% mixed pairs (Genovart et
al 2013).

Breeding divide between borealis and diomedea
The Almeria-Oran Oceanographic Front (hereafter
AOOF) between Almeria, Spain, and Oran,
Algeria, is a salinity and heat driven current be-
tween two distinct water masses/habitats: 7 the
north-eastern Atlantic Ocean, and 2 the oceano-
graphic Mediterranean Sea (an evaporative semi-
enclosed sea with relatively high salinity and heat)
(Tintore et al 1988, Beckers et al 1997, L’'Helguen
et al 2002). Terreros and the Chafarinas, where
borealis breed, lie on the margins and to the west
of AOOF, respectively. The main colonies of
diomedea are well to the east of AOOF, though
Palomas island, at only ¢ 60 km north-east of
Terreros, so just to the east of AOOF, has 37-88
pairs of diomedea (Reyes-Gonzalez et al 2017).
Quite exceptionally, however, several pairs of
diomedea have been breeding at Arcachon basin,
Gironde, along the Biscay coast of south-western
France (Mays et al 2006, Robb et al 2008). As
evidence of the biogeographic importance of this
AOOF boundary and Atlantic-Mediterranean dis-
tributions, Gomez-Diaz et al (2006, 2009) cite
genetic studies on several species of crustaceans
and molluscs from both sides of AOOF and
demonstrate that this oceanic transition is an
effective barrier to gene flow (Quesada et al 1995,
Pannacciulli etal 1997). Accordingly, they identify
AOOF as a divide between the breeding ranges of
borealis and diomedea, thereby challenging the
more conventional idea (eg, Borsa et al 1997,
Bérubé et al 1998, Cagnon et al 2004) that the
Strait of Gibraltar is the barrier (figure 1).

Records of borealis east of AOOF
Notwithstanding the above evidence, there is a
growing number of well-documented records of
borealis to the east of AOOF, either in or near
diomedea breeding colonies, or at sea away from
colonies.

160

Records in or near diomedea breeding colonies
Records of borealis in colonies of diomedea have
been confirmed by a recovery of a borealis ringed
as a pullus in one of the north-eastern Atlantic
breeding colonies, or by genetic analyses, or by
sound. Bretagnolle & Lequette (1990) and Robb et
al (2008) showed that, in colonies, the two species
can be separated by sound.

Spain

IsLtAs COLUMBRETES, COMUNIDAD VALENCIANA The
following four birds ringed as pullus on Selvagem
Grande were recorded on Islas Columbretes,
Valencia, in 1992-99. In 1992, a pair of borealis
successfully raised a chick, but in 1993 the male
disappeared and incubation failed. The female was
present in 1994 as a non-breeder but was not
found in subsequent years. In 1999, a female
diomedea monitored as a breeder since 1993,
though widowed in 1998, was in a burrow with a
7-year-old male borealis. The mixed pair did not
breed in 1999, but successfully raised a chick in
2000. The female diomedea bred with a male
diomedea in 2001. A borealis was captured in
1999, but its sex and reproductive status were not
recorded (Sanchez & Martinez 1997, Martinez-
Abrain et al 2002). In addition, in 2018 two
borealis were found in mixed pairs with diomedea,
while the colony size was 69 pairs that year
(Servicio de Vida Silvestre 2018).

CABRERA, BALEARIC ISLANDS  On 23 May 2008, a
male borealis was vocalising in a breeding colony
of 94 pairs of diomedea (Miguel McMinn in litt).

France

HYEres The identification of ‘a few’ borealis breed-
ing in a diomedea colony in Hyeres was confirmed
by genetic analyses (Gémez-Diaz et al 2009).

GIRAGLIA, CoRrsicA A number of borealis have been
recorded in a diomedea colony of 31-40 pairs on
Giraglia, Corsica (Thibault & Bretagnolle 1997,
Cadiou et al 2004).

Italy

LiNosA, Sicity  On 16 May 1987, an 8-year-old
female borealis ringed on Selvagem Grande as a
pullus on 4 October 1978 was found in a
diomedea colony on Linosa, Sicily (Lo Valvo &
Massa 1988). The female borealis subsequently
formed a mixed breeding pair with a male dio-
medea for two consecutive years (Corso 2005).
On 11 August 2009, an adult male borealis ringed
on Selvagem Grande as a pullus was found in a
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193 Cory’s Shearwater / Kuhls Pijlstormvogel Calonectris borealis, Xabia, Alicante, Spain, 7 May 2018 (Victor Paris).
Short whitish tongue basally on underside of p9 and at very base of p10 fits category 2/3 being presumed borealis (see
main text). This individual has intermediate robustness fairly typical of borealis phenotype. 194 Cory’s Shearwater /
Kuhls Pijlstormvogel Calonectris borealis, Badia de Roses, Catalunya, Spain, 12 May 2007 (Alex Ollé). Classic borealis
phenotype with under primaries all dark (category 1), relatively heavy density of dark markings in lesser and median
underwing-coverts, and fairly robust bill. 195 Cory’s Shearwater / Kuhls Pijlstormvogel Calonectris borealis, Cap de
Creus, Catalunya, Spain, 28 May 2016 (Guillem Saguer). Comments same as in caption of plate 194. 196 Cory’s
Shearwater / Kuhls Pijlstormvogel Calonectris borealis, Cané de Palamés, Catalunya, Spain, 23 May 2018 (Ricard
Gutiérrez). Comments same as in caption of plate 194, although overall somewhat more robust, suggesting male.

diomedea colony on Linosa, Sicily, with no report
of breeding (Janni & Fracasso 2015). However,
there is no evidence that hybrids were reared on
Linosa.

Records away from diomedea breeding colonies

Spain

XABIA, ALICANTE, COMUNIDAD VALENCIANA One was
photographed by Victor Paris at Xabia, Alicante, on
7 May 2018 (plate 193).

CATALUNYA  We know of five confirmed records
and a number of diomedea/borealis documented

with photographs: 7 Alt Emporda, off Badia de
Roses, Girona, on 12 May 2007 (Alex Ollé) (plate
194); 2 off Barcelona in July 2007 (José Manuel
Arcos, in Gil-Velasco in press); 3 Alt Emporda, off
Cap de Creus, Girona, on 28 May 2016 (Guillem
Saguer) (plate 195); 4 three individuals off
Barcelona on 30 May 2016 (José Manuel Arcos, in
Gil-Velasco in press); 5 Baix Emporda, La Fonera,
Can6é de Palamés, off Cap de Sant Sebastia,
Llafranc, Baix Emporda, Girona, on 23 May 2018
(RG et al) (plate 196); and 6 a number of uniden-
tified diomedea/borealis photographed off Barce-
lona, Ebro delta, and Palamés are discussed in Gil-
Velasco (in press).
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TABLE 1 Measurements (mm) to assist in identification and ageing Cory’s Shearwater Calonectris borealis and Scopoli’s

Shearwater C diomedea (Pyle 2008). Wing = length of wing in its natural curved position (not flattened); tail =

distance between longest rectrix and point of insertion of two central rectrices; culmen = distance between tip of

forehead feathering at base of bill and bill-tip, along ridge of culmen; bill depth = taken at distal end of forehead

feathers; tarsus = distance from notch at end of lateral condyle of tibiotarsus, on back side of leg, to last tarsal scute
on front of leg, at base of foot.

taxon wing tail culmen bill depth tarsus
borealis (3) 333-367 123-144 52-62 14.5-16.7 53-61
borealis (%) 328-361 121-141 49-58 13.0-15.2 50-58
diomedea (3) 323-355 120-135 48-54 12.0-14.6 49-57
diomedea (%) 319-350 117-132 45-51 11.2-13.8 46-54

The occurrence of borealis in the western Medi-
terranean reflects findings of genetic studies.
Isolation of Mediterranean populations occurred
after Atlantic populations were established, prob-
ably after the last glacial period c 10 000 years ago
(Rabouam et al 2000). Genetic studies from a
number of Mediterranean and north-eastern Atlan-
tic colonies revealed that the majority of individu-
als derived from their own basin (ie, Atlantic/
Mediterranean), while short-range dispersal be-
tween colonies was not uncommon, and that there
was occasional long-distance dispersal between
basins, mainly from the Atlantic to the Medi-
terranean (Gémez-Diaz et al 2009, Genovart et al
2013). Results agree with capture-recapture data
mentioned above (Gomez-Diaz et al 2009).

Origin of borealis foraging off the Iberian
Mediterranean coast

The origin of borealis foraging off the lberian
Mediterranean coast is yet to be determined.
Records off Catalunya were near or over submarine
canyons where nutrient-rich upwellings support a
thriving food chain including top marine predators
such as cetaceans and seabirds. Calonectris shear-
waters have well-developed olfactory glands
sensitive to dimethyl sulphide released when zoo-
plankton graze on phytoplankton (Dell’Ariccia et
al 2014). Their strong sense of smell increases the
chance of finding such food-rich areas. Data
logger studies show that petrels repeatedly return
to a single food-rich location while breeding (eg,
Madeiros 2012).

Records of borealis off the Catalunya and Valen-
cia regions occurred mainly in May (one in July)
which coincides with the Calonectris incubation
period (Sdnchez & Martinez 1997). Studies of bo-
realis from the Canary Islands revealed that non-
incubating partners foraged at 1584+725 km with
aduration of 7.11+2.86 days (Navarro & Gonzdlez-
Solis 2007); diomedea from Zembra, Tunisia,
foraged at 51.7-1919 km with a duration of 0.7-8
days in 2013 season, while they foraged between
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6.5 and 1883.9 km with a duration of 0.7 to 8 days
in 2012 season (Gremillet et al 2014). This means
that, for example, Alicante and Girona are well
within the range of borealis colonies on Terreros
and the Chafarinas. However, GPS loggers de-
ployed on adult borealis from Terreros (three birds,
20 trips, 7426 waypoints) and the Chafarinas (one
bird, two trips, 1332 waypoints) showed them for-
aging to the west of AOOF, with some from Terreros
reaching the Gulf of Cadiz (Reyes-Gonzdlez et al
2017). Interestingly, a few tracked diomedea
breeding on Palomas island only ¢ 60 km north-
east of Terreros foraged in the opposite direction to
the south-west and north-east.

Therefore, borealis recorded off the Iberian
Mediterranean coast could be breeders from east
of AOOF, although of course we cannot exclude
non-breeding birds. Reyes-Gonzalez et al (2017)
showed that diomedea from the Balearic Islands
exploit waters off Catalunya and Valencia through-
out the breeding season, intensively during chick-
rearing. Any borealis breeding in the Balearic
Islands are likely to follow suit. The single record
in May of a male borealis on Cabrera could be one
of several borealis there. Foraging borealis from
Hyeres, France, may also be involved, or perhaps
individuals from locations yet to be discovered. All
studies to date involve adult breeders and the pub-
lications cited do not mention the presence of pre-
breeding immature birds.

At-sea and in-hand identification criteria

Borealis and diomedea are among the most chal-
lenging of species pairs to separate. It is likely that
borealis has been overlooked among diomedea in
the western Mediterranean and in diomedea colo-
nies. At-sea separation of borealis and diomedea
has been widely debated and is summarised below
(eg, Granadeiro 1993, Gutiérrez 1998, Camp-
huysen & van der Meer 2001, Howell & Patteson
2008, Robb et al 2008, Fisher & Flood 2010, Gil-
Velasco in press). Essential biometric data for in-
hand identification is given in table 1 (see also
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197 Scopoli’s Shearwater / Scopoli’s Pijlstormvogel Calonectris diomedea, Cané de Palamés, Catalunya, Spain,

23 May 2018 (Ricard Cutiérrez). Fairly typical diomedea phenotype, with white tongues on all primaries (category 5),

and fairly clean underwing-coverts, although with intermediate robustness. 198 Scopoli’s Shearwater / Scopoli’s

Pijlstormvogel Calonectris diomedea, Cané de Palamés, Catalunya, Spain, 23 May 2018 (Ricard Gutiérrez). As bird in
plate 197 but with even cleaner underwing-coverts.

Randi et al 1989, Granadeiro 1993, Gémez-Diaz
et al 2006, Pyle 2008).

Plumage

The single most though not totally reliable charac-
teristic, based on current understanding, is the
pattern on the underside of the outer primaries, ie,
the extent of white/whitish basal tongues running
up the inner webs (Gutiérrez 1998, 2005, Howell
& Patteson 2008). This can be estimated with good
views or from reasonable quality photographs. In
the clearest guidance to date, Howell & Patteson
(2008) divide the under primary variation into five
categories: 1 all dark = borealis; 2 short whitish
tongue p10 = presumed borealis; 3 whitish tongue
p9 = presumed borealis; 4 whitish to white tongues
on two or three under primaries among p8-10 =
diomedea/borealis; and 5 distinct white tongues
on three or more primaries including p10 =
presumed diomedea (cf plate 193-198). We are
currently reviewing this feature by analysing many
100s of borealis and diomedea museum skins,
birds in hand at colonies, and photographs of birds
around colonies.

Further differences in the underwing pattern
lend support to identification. Most often diome-
dea has a large dark mark in the outermost greater
primary covert; borealis has a large dark mark in
the outermost two greater primary coverts (Robb et
al 2008), though some borealis are like typical dio-
medea and vice versa (museum specimens pers
obs). Diomedea has variable though typically
lightly marked fairly clean-looking white primary
and secondary lesser and median coverts; borealis

on average has variable although somewhat dens-
er markings in these coverts, but reverse cases oc-
cur.

There are further subtle differences in plumage
as diomedea has a paler head and mantle, less
grey throat, and paler and not so uniformly pat-
terned upperwing. However, these characteristics
are rarely helpful given variable effects of feather
age and light on the contrast and colours (eg
Campbell et al 2013).

Size and structure

Both borealis and diomedea show a size/robustness
cline from west to east. Western birds typically are
amongst the largest, with the deepest and longest
bills (Randi et al 1989, Gomez-Diaz et al 2006). It
follows that borealis on average is a larger and
more robust bird than diomedea. Shearwaters
exhibit sexual dimorphism with males on average
larger and most robust, and age-related differences
with juveniles on average smaller and least robust.
Hence, on average adult male borealis is the
largest and most robust, and juvenile female dio-
medea the smallest and least robust, while inter-
mediates of the two species overlap. Estimating
size and robustness at sea will result in a safe
identification only in fairly extreme cases (Grana-
deiro 1993).

In summary, identification of some borealis and
diomedea at sea or in hand is possible when con-
sidering: 7 under primary patterns; 2 minimal/
maximal examples of size/robustness (ideally pre-
cise measurements in the hand); and 3 a combina-
tion of 1 or 2 above and other supporting features.
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Inevitably, some birds cannot be identified, even
with good views and photographs. This may be
due to variation within borealis and diomedea,
though may also be the result of hybridisation and
introgression. For example, in a sample of 159 bo-
realis/diomedea Gémez-Diaz et al (2009) found
one bird that was genetically borealis breeding in
the Mediterranean showing a diomedea pheno-
type, and one bird genetically diomedea breeding
in the Atlantic showing a borealis phenotype.
Hybridisation and potential for introgression pose
a knotty problem for at-sea separation of borealis
and diomedea, in particular in the western Medi-
terranean where hybridisation is known to occur.
Further research is underway. For now, positive
identification is best limited to ‘classic’ cases de-
scribed above.
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Samenvatting

STATUS VAN KUHLS PULSTORMVOGEL IN WESTELJK MIDDEL-
LANDSE ZEeGEBIED Dit artikel bespreekt de status van Kuhls
Pijlstormvogel Calonectris borealis in het westelijke
Middellandse Zeegebied. Nieuwe gegevens tonen dat de
scheiding tussen het broedareaal van Kuhls en de nauw
verwante Scopoli’s Pijlstormvogel C diomedea in het
westelijke deel van de Middellandse Zee ligt en niet in
de Straat van Gibraltar. Kleine aantallen Kuhls foerageren
regelmatig langs de Spaanse oostkust en er zijn enkele
gevallen van gemengde broedparen van Kuhls en Sco-
poli’s in het westelijke Middellandse Zeegebied. Dit
artikel presenteert en bespreekt deze nieuwe gegevens,
gaat kort in op hybridisatie en genetische introgressie en
vat de criteria samen voor de herkenning van Kuhls en
Scopoli’s, zowel in de hand als op zee.
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Seasonal pattern of plumage colour in
Yellow-legged Gulls at Bay of Biscay,

Spain
Juan Arizaga, Alfredo Herrero & Asier Aldalur

Large birds often pass through different plumage
phases until they reach the mature, adult-like
plumage. The identification of such plumages is
crucial, because it allows us to determine the age
correctly (Svensson 1992, Baker 1993, Jenni &
Winkler 1994, Martinez et al 2002), and this is
fundamental when we want to model how a pa-
rameter (eg, survival, dispersal distance, diet, etc)
varies according to the bird’s age (eg, Hake et al
2003, Oro et al 2013, Cresswell 2014). Plumage
details also play an important role for the identifi-
cation of many species, such as most gulls (eg,
Olsen & Larsson 2004).

Yellow-legged Gull Larus michahellis is one of
the most abundant large white-headed gulls in
south-western Europe (mainly Iberia, southern
Mediterranean France and the western Mediter-
ranean islands), north-western Africa and the
Macaronesian region (Olsen & Larsson 2004).
Two decades ago, the species colonized the
English Channel and some other areas in central
western Europe (Yésou 1991, Neubauer et al
2010).

Two subspecies are recognized. Nominate L m
michahellis occurs in southern and western Black
Sea coasts, Mediterranean, Iberia, western France,
and is partially migratory; it winters in part in the
Bay of Biscay. L m atlantis, of which the distribu-
tion range is under revision, is a resident, consider-
ed to occur from the Azores to all of Macaronesia
or an even wider area including north-western
Africa. A third population, breeding along the
Atlantic region of Iberia, probably up to south-
western Iberia (but with its distribution range also
under revision), is also sedentary and has some-
times been recognized as a third subspecies ‘L m
lusitanius’ (eg, Olsen & Larsson 2004) but is
normally included in L m michahellis (Dickinson
& Remsen Jr 2013, Gill & Donsker 2019). These
two (or three) subspecies show differences in
body size, structure and plumage colour pattern
(Minguez & Ganuza 1995, Bosch 1996, Olsen &
Larsson 2004, Arizaga et al 2008, Aguirre et al
2009), voice (Teyssedre 1984), timing of breeding
(Arizaga et al 2012, Baaloudj et al 2014) and mi-
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gratory behaviour (Munilla 1997, Arizaga et al
2010, Galarza et al 2012).

As other related species, Yellow-legged Gull
shows four age-groups, reaching adult-like plum-
age when aged four, after a complete moult in the
fourth year of life (Olsen & Larsson 2004). Until
then, immatures go through different plumage
phases where the brown, juvenile coloration is
progressively replaced by a higher amount of grey
feathers in the wings, mantle and scapulars and
white on the head, underparts and tail (Olsen &
Larsson 2004).

Yellow-legged Gull undergoes an annual com-
plete moult before the winter, except in first-year
birds, which conduct a partial moult involving
head, body and some wing-coverts (and a varia-
ble number of lesser, median and inner greater
coverts, with high variation between individuals
and populations). The post-juvenile moult lasts
from July to even February (Jonsson 1998, Schwei-
zer 2003), usually up to October (Olsen & Larsson
2004). Whiter coloration of birds in their first year
of life in the head and underparts is due to wear/
bleaching. The replacement of body feathers or
wing-coverts in late winter or spring can be re-
garded as a small partial moult before summer or
as first steps of a complete moult (Howell & Dunn
2007). Complete moults last from April to Novem-
ber, although the start and end dates again vary
rather substantially between individuals and pop-
ulations (Olsen & Larsson 2004). For the particu-
lar case of the ‘lusitanius’ Yellow-legged Gull
population(s), the moult and transition between
different plumage types have never been de-
scribed in detail, as far as we know.

The aim of this paper is to describe in detail the
seasonal sequence of the different plumages ac-
quired by a resident ‘lusitanius’ Yellow-legged
Gull population at the Bay of Biscay in northern
Spain.

Material and methods

Study area and data collection
Yellow-legged Gull chicks were ringed in four

[Dutch Birding 41: 166-174, 2019]
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FIGURE 1 Location of sampling colonies of Yellow-
legged Gull Larus michahellis in Gipuzkoa, Spain

colonies in Gipuzkoa, northern Spain (figure 1).
Ringing was carried out in late June, from 2005 to
2015. The number of chicks ringed per year
ranged from 53 in 2005 to 359 in 2009. Overall,
2904 chicks were ringed (table 2). The chicks
were ringed with both a metallic and a PVC col-
our-ring with an alphanumeric code, the latter al-
lowing us to identify the bird at distance.

Once these individuals leave the colonies, they
are seen everywhere along the coast or inland, in
harbours, along rivers, at intertidal flats and
dumps, mostly within a radius of 50 km from their
natal colonies (Arizaga et al 2010). Our dataset
consists of sightings of these ringed gulls, reported
by birders or by us, compiled from 2006 to May
2016. Plumage was analysed by the authors, both

TABLE 2 Number of Yellow-legged Gull Larus michahellis
chicks ringed in four colonies in Gipuzkoa, Spain, in

2005-15
Year Ulia Santa Clara Zarauz Guetaria
2005 17 23 13 0
2006 148 69 0 30
2007 212 85 12 10
2008 228 55 8 38
2009 289 50 0 20
2010 232 42 0 59
2011 200 37 0 32
2012 178 87 0 65
2013 68 54 0 50
2014 151 59 0 51
2015 147 35 0 50
Total 1870 596 33 405

in the field and, more frequently, based on photo-
graphs. For each bird, we annotated the date and
the type of plumage, using the guide-code de-
scribed in table 1. Examples of the plumages can
be seen in figure 2. The decision to use this code
was due to the relative subjectivity to assign the
‘classic’ first-, second- or third-winter or summer
plumages normally considered in identification
guides (eg, Olsen & Larsson 2004). We were espe-
cially interested in quantifying the amount (per-
centage) of grey in the dorsal and wing feathers, a
variable that we wanted to record independently
of the exact age of the bird. We also used this
code since we found that in some ringed birds of
known age, a mismatch occurred between known
age and the age based on plumage characters (if

TABLE 1 Criteria used to determine different plumage types in Yellow-legged Gull Larus michahellis

Plumage description

Juvenile

At least one first-winter feather in mantle and/or scapulars

Mantle/scapulars with <50% of adult-like grey feathers;
no grey feathers in wing-coverts

Mantle/scapulars with <50% of adult-like grey feathers;
some grey feathers in wing-coverts

Mantle/scapulars with >50% of adult-like grey feathers;
<50% grey feathers in wing-coverts

Mantle/scapulars grey;
>50% grey feathers in wing-coverts

Adult-like plumage, besides some immature feathers
in wing-coverts and/or tail

Adult breeding and non-breeding; wing-coverts grey;
all body- and tail-feathers white; bill and legs yellow;

Plumage type Equivalent
(as used in this paper) (Olsen & Larsson 2004)
1 juvenile
2 first-winter/first-summer
3 first-summer/second-winter
4 second-winter
5 second-winter/second-summer
6 third-winter
7 third-winter/third-summer
8 adult

in non-breeding period, head with some brownish feathers
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FIGURE 2 Plumage types of Yellow-legged Gull Larus michahellis identified in this paper (Gorka Gorospe)
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(months) in which each individual of Yellow-legged Gull
Larus michahellis was used for analyses

using the ‘classic’ criteria). Each bird was then
also assigned to an approximate age, with July of
the hatching year being the first time unit (month)
in the study. In most cases, birds were aged when
they were on the ground and, less frequently, in
flight. This entails that primary coverts often re-
mained unseen resulting in some gulls with signs
of immaturity in these feathers being classified as
category 8 (when they were actually category 7;
table 1). We may thus have underestimated the
proportion of birds in category 7.

Data analyses

Each individual was considered only once per
time unit (month) in order to remove pseudo-rep-
lications. To test for the sequential replacement of
the different plumage types, we used a Gene-
ralized Linear Mixed Model with the type of
plumage as an object variable, date (month) as a
factor, and individual as a random factor. We used
a linear-link function with Gaussian errors distri-
bution. Statistical analyses were conducted with R
(R Development Core Team 2014).

Results
Overall, 725 records relating to 416 individuals
were analysed. The number of analysed months in
which plumage of individuals was classified var-
ied between one (c 61.0% of all individuals) to 16
(one individual; 0.5%) (figure 3). Sample sizes of
plumage categories differed between 8 (type 4)
and 156 (type 8), with a mean of 68 individuals.
Once controlled for the (potential) effect of
each individual bird, plumage types succeeded
sequentially practically without statistical overlap
between them (F=324.28, P<0.001; figure 4). The
juvenile plumage was only present during a peri-
od of ¢ four months from fledging, until October
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FIGURE 4 Seasonal replacement (boxes: IQR; whiskers:
minimum and maximum values; dots: outliers) of
distinct plumage patterns (type 1-8 from table 1; type 1
corresponds with juvenile plumage, type 8 with adult
plumage) observed in a Yellow-legged Gull Larus
michahellis population at Bay of Biscay, northern Spain.
The sampling period was cut in month 136; months 61-
136 correspond to category 8. Below: same boxplot
with category 8 removed. According to our model, the
beta-parameters estimates (+SE; referenced to type 1
plumage; beta=0) were: type 2 =+3.92 +2.10 (P<0.001);
type 3 = +12.80 = 2.52 (P<0.001); type 4 = +14.78 =
4.23 (P<0.001); type 5 = +19.45 + 2.42 (P<0.001); type
6 = +30.12 £ 2.74 (P<0.001); type 7 = +36.08 + 2.74
(P<0.001); and type 8 = +63.56 + 2.28 (P<0.001).

of the first calendar-year. Type 2 plumage, how-
ever, was present for a period of 18 months, up to
January of the third calendar-year. Type 3 plumage
was present also during a long period (21 months),
from February of the second calendar-year to
October of the third calendar-year. In contrast,
type 4 plumage was present for only a very short
time period, constrained to five months during the
last part of the second calendar-year up to
February of the third calendar-year. Type 5 and 6
plumages appeared during a period of 19 months:
type 5 from October of the second calendar-year
up to April of the fourth calendar-year and type 6
from March of the third calendar-year up to
September of the fourth calendar-year. Type 7
plumage was present during a period of 24
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FIGURE 5 Seasonal replacement of distinct plumage patterns (type 1-8 from table 1; type 1 corresponds with juvenile
plumage, type 8 with adult plumage) in a Yellow-legged Gull Larus michahellis population at Bay of Biscay, northern
Spain; data pooled into two-month periods owing to sample size constraints.

months, from July of the third calendar-year to
June of the fifth calendar-year. Finally, type 8
seemed to appear for the first time as early as at
the age of 26 months (August of the third calen-
dar-year), although it was generally not observed
up to July-August of the fifth calendar-year (figure
5).

Discussion

This is the first study aiming to describe in detail
the seasonal plumage sequence within a ‘lusi-
tanius’ population. We used a sample of 423
colour-ringed individuals (seen at 788 different
occasions/months), ie, birds of known age, and
the sample size per each category of plumage was
acceptable. Therefore, we consider that the sam-
ple used in this work was representative for the
population and that the results are, in conse-
quence, solid.
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The first seven immature plumages appeared
during the first five years of life, with adult plum-
age being observed generally not before mid-sum-
mer of the fifth calendar-year. Overall, such a time
schedule fits with previous publications, although
we detected some remarkable variations in rela-
tion to what has been published for the species
(Cramp & Simmons 1983, Olsen & Larsson 2004).

It is interesting to note that for the breeding pe-
riod in the fifth year of life still a remarkable per-
centage (c 20%) of the birds had a subadult plum-
age (classified as type 7), which in some birds was
found to appear as early as the summer of the
third year of life but in others remained up to the
summer of the fifth year of life. This result con-
trasts with literature assuming that adult plumages
would be fully acquired by the fourth year of life
(Olsen & Larsson 2004). The long-term persis-
tence of signs of immaturity fits with a slow life
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199 Yellow-legged Gull / Geelpootmeeuw Larus michahellis, Zaluaga, Pyrénées-Atlantiques, France, 2 January 2018
(Asier Aldalur). Bird 2R2G during its fourth year of life (ie, third-winter), ringed as nestling on 27 June 2015. 200 Yellow-
legged Gull / Geelpootmeeuw Larus michahellis, Ondarroa, Pais Vasco, Spain, 20 November 2017 (Asier Aldalur).
Second-winter with no grey feathers in mantle and wing-coverts. These kinds of bird would be assigned to type 2

plumage. Note, however, that whole plumage is new due to complete moult during summer of its second year of life.
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michahellis, Ondarroa, Pais Vasco, Spain, 10 November 2017 (Asier

201 Yellow-legged Gull / Geelpootmeeuw Larus

Aldalur). Typical second-winter, with some grey feathers in mantle and wing-coverts (type 3 plumage). Bird 8V1G was

ringed as nestling on 1 July 2016. 202 Yellow-legged Gull / Geelpootmeeuw Larus michahellis, San Sebastian, Pais

Vasco, Spain, 7 February 2016 (Juan Arizaga). Typical first-winter, assigned to plumage type 2, with juvenile feathers in
wing-coverts. Bird 8L2G was ringed as nestling on 25 June 2015.

 __—
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history strategy (found in birds with delayed sexu-
al maturity), characterized by high adult survival
rates, a relatively low reproductive investment
and high competition during the breeding period
(either for sites and/or feeding sources) (Newton
1998, 2013). Exact causes underlying the persis-
tence of these ‘subadult’ birds during their fifth
year of life remain unknown to us, as it also re-
mains unknown why a number of birds showed
adult-like plumage already in their third winter, so
this is something for future research.

Overall, the proportion of birds with adult-like
plumages remained low (c 10%) up to June of the
fourth calendar-year. However, adult-like plum-
ages were still found during the third calendar-
year (plate 199). We cannot exclude the possibil-
ity that part of these results could be due to a mis-
classification of the age of these birds, since small
signs of immaturity might have gone unnoticed,
especially in those birds which could not be
photographed in flight. To be cautious, we recom-
mend to consider this result as preliminary, as
more work must be done in order to have incon-
testable proof of fully adult-like plumages in birds
in their third winter (before their complete moult
during the summer of their fourth year of life). In
the near future it would also be interesting to test
for possible differences between the pattern ob-
served in the ‘lusitanius’ population and other
Yellow-legged Gull subspecies (nominate L m
michahellis and L m atlantis), and the drivers ex-
plaining such possible patterns.

For immature plumages, it is noteworthy that
type 2 plumages were detected up to January of
the third calendar-year, which means that a quick
look at some birds could result in a misclassifica-
tion as ‘first-winter’ when indeed they are in their
second winter (plate 200). Note, however, that
these birds with no grey in the mantle and wing-
coverts (type 2 plumage) have undergone a com-
plete moult, hence feathers like their wing-coverts
have a coloration (plate 201) different from that
found in birds in their first winter, which retain
juvenile feathers in the wing-coverts (plate 202).
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Samenvatting

SEIZOENSVARIATIE [N KLEUR VAN VERENKLEDEN VAN GEEL-
POOTMEEUWEN LANGS GOLF VAN BISKAJE, SPANJE De sei-
zoensvariatie in kleur van verenkleden van een residen-
te populatie van Geelpootmeeuw Larus michahellis ‘lusi-
tanius’ langs de Golf van Biskaje, Spanje, wordt in dit
artikel nauwkeurig beschreven. De leeftijden van indivi-
duele vogels werden bepaald met behulp van kleurrin-
gen en er werden acht verenkleedcategorieén onder-
scheiden, waarvan de eerste zeven onvolwassen kleden
in de eerste vijf levensjaren voorkwamen. In het alge-
meen werd het adulte kleed vanaf halverwege de zomer
in het vijfde kalenderjaar vastgesteld. De resultaten kwa-
men overeen met die van eerdere publicaties maar we
vonden een aantal opvallende afwijkingen. Het was
vooral opmerkelijk dat ¢ 20% van de vogels in hun vijf-
de jaar nog een subadult verenkleed droegen, terwijl
andere exemplaren al in de zomer van hun derde jaar
een adult verenkleed leken te hebben.
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Sulphur-bellied Warbler on Christiansg,
Denmark, in May-June 2016

Sebastian Klein & Enno B Ebels

hristiansg in the Baltic Sea is one of the best

sites for rare birds in Denmark. Extreme rarities
such as Egyptian Nightjar Caprimulgus aegyptius,
Swainson’s Thrush Catharus ustulatus, Rufous-
tailed Robin Larvivora sibilans, Siberian Rubythroat
Calliope calliope and Siberian Accentor Prunella
montanella have all been recorded on this small
island in the last 35 years. On 30 May 2016, how-
ever, an even rarer bird was found here!

| (Sebastian Klein) arrived by boat on Christiansg
at 11:00 for my annual ‘I-need-to-find-rare-birds-
or-lI-will-surely-die-vacation’. It was quite a hot
day with a steamy mist around the island. Already
after a few hours | managed to locate a singing
Blyth’s Reed Warbler Acrocephalus dumetorum at
the south end close to ‘Slottet’. It was quite a good
find and | immediately called Peter Lyngs who was
also on the island. Shortly thereafter, | noticed a
small bird calling with a peculiar djep — somewhat
similar to a single call of a distant Bearded Reedling
Panurus biarmicus or the soft call of a Radde’s
Warbler Phylloscopus schwarzi. | turned to find a
small Phylloscopus warbler in a small bush. The
yellow supercilium and pale legs led me to believe
it was just a Willow Warbler P trochilus and |
quickly turned my attention to the singing Blyth’s
Reed. PL soon appeared and the Phylloscopus
called again. This time it flew past us into a nearby
tree. ‘That’s a weird call for a Willow Warbler’ |
said. ‘A Willow Warbler surely can't call like that!”,
PL replied. We now noticed that the yellow super-
cilium seemed profoundly longer than in Willow
and was especially bright in front of the eye. The
bird kept calling and left us utterly confused.

Both of us are familiar with pretty much all
Western Palearctic species of Phylloscopus — but
this bird did not match any of them! After a couple
of minutes, it started singing. The song sounded a
bit like that of Lesser Whitethroat Sylvia curruca or
perhaps European Greenfinch Chloris chloris,
which only added to our confusion... Lars Christi-
ansen, Hans Ole Mathiessen and Anders Myrtue
joined us but were equally baffled by the bird’s
identification. Arctic Warbler P borealis and
Radde’s Warbler were discussed but easily ruled
out. It did not take us long to realize that the bird
might actually be something very, very rare. Too

[Dutch Birding 41: 175-179, 2019]

confident with our own birding skills — or perhaps
because of lack of ambition — we had neglected to
bring literature on the rarer Asian Phylloscopus
species. We tried to get some photographs and re-
cordings of call and song. | got some decent shots
of its head and sent them to other birders. Most of
them had no idea what it was but were all eager to
help distributing the images to other birders.
Meanwhile, | desperately started checking Xeno-
canto (www.xeno-canto.org) for pretty much eve-
ry rare Asian warbler | could possibly think of.
Tickell’s Leaf P affinis, Yellow-streaked P armandii,
Tytler’s Leaf P tyleri and Pale-legged Leaf Warbler
P tenellipes were all checked but obviously wrong
— and while struggling to remember the English
names for all the different Phylloscopus species,
decent help finally arrived.

My old friend Henrik Haaning Nielsen had
seen my photographs and suggested the bird
could be a Sulphur-bellied Warbler P griseolus.
| remembered having seen that species in India
and that it actually shows a supercilium like our
bird. A quick check of the call and song on Xeno-
canto proved to be a perfect match! It was indeed
a Sulphur-bellied and, although I kept thinking ‘It
can’t be — it's too bloody impossible!’, there were
no doubts about it. Luckily, the bird was quite
confiding and kept singing frequently for the rest
of the day. In the end, we even got some good
photographs and decent recordings of the song.
The bird was nothing less than a Western Palearctic
first — and thus by far the rarest bird ever recorded
in Denmark! It remained until 3 June and was
seen by at least 150 visiting twitchers from seven
or more countries.

Description

The description is based on field notes by SK, pho-
tographs by Eric Groth-Andersen, SK, Christian
Leth, PL, Sune Riis Sgrensen and Thomas Varto
Nielsen (cf Dutch Birding 38: 323, plate 498,
2016) and sound-recordings by SK and SRS (www.
xeno-canto.org/319537, 346548, 346554-57).

SIZE & SHAPE Like Willow Warbler. Wing rather short;
primary projection c 1/3 of length of longest tertial. Bill
relatively long and fine tipped.
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Sulphur-bellied Warbler on Christiansa, Denmark, in May-june 2016

203-204 Sulphur-bellied Warbler / Steenboszanger Phylloscopus griseolus, Christiansg, Bornholm, Denmark,
3 June 2016 (Thomas Varto Nielsen)
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Sulphur-bellied Warbler on Christiansg, Denmark, in May-June 2016

205-206 Sulphur-bellied Warbler / Steenboszanger Phylloscopus griseolus, Christiansa, Bornholm, Denmark,
31 May 2016 (Christian Leth)
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Sulphur-bellied Warbler on Christiansa, Denmark, in May-june 2016
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FIGURE 1 Sulphur-bellied Warbler / Steenboszanger

Phylloscopus griseolus, Christiansg, Bornholm, Denmark,

30 May 2016 (Sebastian Klein; XC346556). Sonagram
of song.

HEAD Brownish-grey with very distinct and long yellow
supercilium (supercilia just meeting above bill), most
vividly coloured in front of eye and becoming slightly
duller whitish-yellow behind eye. Ear-coverts paler than
rest of head. Thin greyish loral stripe. Chin and throat
pale yellowish.

UPPERPARTS Brownish-grey without any greenish tinge.
UNDERPARTS ~ Uniform dirty greyish-yellow, reaching
from upper breast to undertail-coverts.

WING Brownish grey. No trace of pale wing-bar.

TAIL Uppertail dark.

BARE PARTS Leg pale brownish-pink. Eye dark. Bill main-
ly orange with narrow dark colouring along centre of
upper mandible, reaching tip.

SOUND Call soft djep. Song rather monotonous dzee-
dzee-dzee-dzee (four to six repeated elements at same
frequency), somewhat reminiscent of Lesser Whitethroat
(but higher in frequency) or perhaps European Green-
finch.

BEHAVIOUR Mostly foraging and singing in bushes but
also foraging on stones and rocky surfaces.

Identification
The yellow supercilium (most vivid in front of the
eye), yellowish underparts (extending onto the
undertail-coverts), absence of wing-bars, brown-
ish-grey upperparts without a green tinge, pale
brownish legs and long and fine-tipped bill, in
combination with the soft djep call and song with
repeated dzee elements, rule out all other
Phylloscopus species but Sulphur-bellied Warbler,
including the rather similarly looking Tickell’s Leaf
Warbler and Buff-throated Warbler P subaffinis.
The vocalizations are described by Clement
(2018) as: ‘Song from top of tree or other high
vantage point, a very short (c 1 sec) high-pitched,
trill of several notes on same pitch, beginning with
high thin whistle, tseeep-tyi-tyi-tyi-tyi-tyi or tsi-tsi-
tsi-tsi-tsi. Call a variably soft or harsh chip, quip or
quit, similar to note of Eurasian Tree Sparrow
Passer montanus; also a sharp tack’. These de-
scriptions fit well with the recordings of the
Christiansg bird (cf figure 1-2; www.xeno-canto.
org).

gSulphur—bellied Warbler differs from Tickell’s
Leaf Warbler by the ground-loving habits, more
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FIGURE 2 Sulphur-bellied Warbler / Steenboszanger
Phylloscopus griseolus, Christiansg, Bornholm, Denmark,
1 June 2016 (Sebastian Klein; XC346557). Sonagram
of song.

stocky shape, duller or darker brown upperparts
(lacking green tones), greyish-white flight-feather
edges, darker ear-coverts, and buff breast-side,
flank and undertail-coverts. Dusky Warbler P fus-
catus is excluded by the yellowish supercilium
(buffish to white in Dusky) and colour of under-
parts (more smoky and less yellowish in Dusky).
Smoky Warbler P fuligiventer has paler upper-
parts, is much browner below and has a more
brownish-white supercilium. The bright yellow
supercilium, uniform dirty yellowish underparts,
relatively short wings and absence of a wing-bar
rule out Arctic Warbler, whereas the fine-tipped
bill, uniform coloration of the yellow supercilium
and absence of buff-coloured undertail-coverts
rule out Radde’s Warbler. Of the ‘Greenish
Warbler P trochiloides complex’, Green Warbler
P nitidus shows the most yellow on the underparts
and on the supercilium but is much greener on the
upperparts and has a distinctive white-yellow
wing-bar, which should be visible even in a worn
bird. Most chiffchaff species would show more
greenish upperparts and a whiter supercilium, and
have quite different vocalizations. The greyer or
browner chiffchaff taxa (eg, Siberian Chiffchaff
P tristis and Caucasian Mountain Chiffchaff P lor
enzii) do not show any yellow on the head and
underparts (cf Alstrom & Olsson 1994, Baker
1997, Ayé et al 2012, Clement 2018).

The song does not match that of any other
Phylloscopus  species, except perhaps Dusky
Warbler. In addition, one should be cautious for
‘mixed singers’ with an aberrant song, eg, a hybrid
Common Chiffchaff P collybita x Willow Warbler,
which can also be excluded on plumage (eg, this
hybrid would show more greenish upperparts) or
a mixed singer lberian Chiffchaff P ibericus x
Common Chiffchaff or Siberian x Common Chiff-
chaff.

Foraging on rocky surfaces as observed in the
Christianse bird is typical for this species and this
behaviour is reflected in the Dutch name Steen-
boszanger (‘Stone Leaf Warbler’).



Sulphur-bellied Warbler on Christiansa, Denmark, in May-June 2016

Distribution and vagrancy

Sulphur-bellied Warbler was not the most expect-
ed new bird for the Western Palearctic — and cer-
tainly not for Denmark. The species is a medium-
distance migrant with breeding grounds in (from
south-west to north-east) Afghanistan, Turkmeni-
stan, Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan, Pakistan, northern
India, Nepal, China, extreme southern Russia and
Mongolia and it mainly winters in central India
(Baker 1997, Ayé et al 2012, Clement 2018).
Spring migration in northern India is in the second
half of March but most move in April and early
May. In northern Punjab, passage is from late
March to mid-April and, further east, it is gener-
ally a scarce passage migrant through Nepal in
April. The first individuals arrive in the breeding
areas in the Tien Shan in Kazakhstan in mid-April
and in the Altai in the last week of April but north-
ern breeders are still on passage throughout May
(Clement 2018).

The Christiansg record has been accepted by
the Danish rarities committee (Olsen et al 2017)
and is the first known extralimital record of this
species. There are only a handful of records in
Europe of other (presumed) medium-distance mi-
grant species from Central Asia which can rival
the unexpected character of this vagrant Sulphur-
bellied Warbler, such as Plain Leaf Warbler P ne-
glectus (Sweden, October 1991), Pied Bushchat
Saxicola caprata (Finland, October 2010 and May
2017), Kurdish Wheatear Oenanthe xanthoprym-
na (France, May 2015), a small number of Grey-
necked Buntings Emberiza buchanani in north-
western Europe and Cinereous Bunting E cinera-
cea (eg, Denmark, May 2005; Sweden, May 2019
(Cinereous Bunting); cf Fenech & Ebels 2018). In
addition, the Mongolian Finch Bucanetes mon-
golicus of unknown origin trapped on Malta in
November 2013 and kept in captivity into 2014
(Fenech & Ebels 2018) may also have been a
genuine Central Asian vagrant.

Samenvatting

STEENBOSZANGER OP CHRISTIANS®, DENEMARKEN, IN MEI-JUNI
2016 Van 30 mei tot 3 juni 2016 verbleef een zingende
Steenboszanger Phylloscopus griseolus op Christiansg,
Denemarken, in de Baltische Zee. De determinatie was
gebaseerd op de roep (zacht djep), de zang (vier tot zes
keer herhaald tamelijk monotoon dzie-dzie-dzie-dzie...)
en het uiterlijk (gele wenkbrauwstreep (meest opvallend
voor het oog), gelige onderdelen (doorlopend tot op de
onderstaartdekveren), afwezigheid van een vleugel-
streep, bruingrijze bovendelen zonder groene tint,
bleekbruine poten en lange en scherpe snavel. De waar-
neming is aanvaard door de Deense dwaalgastencom-
missie en betrof het eerste geval voor Denemarken, het
eerste voor het West-Palearctische gebied (ook voor de
‘grote WP’) en het eerste geval van deze soort buiten de
reguliere broed-, trek- en overwinteringsgebieden.
Steenboszanger broedt in Centraal-Aziatische landen
noordelijk tot net in Rusland en overwintert in grote de-
len van India. Met het voorkomen in Europa was niet
eerder rekening gehouden en er zijn maar weinig voor-
beelden van andere soorten met een vergelijkbaar
broedgebied en trekgedrag in Centraal-Azié die als
dwaalgast in Europa zijn vastgesteld.
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American Tree Sparrow at Torreberga,
Sweden, in November 2016

Simon Fors

he autumn of 2016 will be remembered as one

of the best in birding history with a massive in-
flux of eastern rarities to western Europe.
Undoubtedly, the most remarkable species of this
period was Siberian Accentor Prunella montanella,
with more than 200 individuals in Europe. The ar-
rival of vagrants was already past its peak when |
went out on 12 November 2016 to Torreberga,
Staffanstorp, Skdne, Sweden. The goal was just to
find some winter specialities like Pink-footed
Goose Anser brachyrhynchus or Great Grey Shrike
Lanius excubitor. It was a cold day and the first
snow of the season had already fallen and covered
the landscape.

Arriving at Torreberga, | went down the path of
the old railway embankment leading south to-
wards some ponds. Tits Paridae were foraging in
the vegetation and a few Dunnocks P modularis

207 American Tree Sparrow / Toendragors Spizelloides
arborea, Torreberga, Staffanstorp, Skane, Sweden,
13 November 2016 (Joel Hallingfors)
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were noticed. A noisy Water Rail Rallus aquaticus
was heard from one of the ponds and in the fields
were 1000s of resting Barnacle Branta leucopsis,
Greylag A anser and some Taiga Bean Geese A fa-
balis, as well as some Northern Lapwings Vanellus
vanellus, European Golden Plovers Pluvialis apri-
caria and Common Snipes Gallinago gallinago.
About an hour later | was heading back down
the pathway. | calmly walked with my tripod on
my shoulder when | suddenly flushed a small bird
from the reeds. It landed in a nearby tree and |
could watch the bird for a couple of seconds.
When it flew off to a tree a little further away,
I finally dared to put down my tripod and snapped
some photographs. Although | got pretty good
views of the bird, | could not identify it to any spe-
cies. My mind was set on leaving the area thinking
I could check the photographs later at home.

208 American Tree Sparrow / Toendragors Spizelloides
arborea, Torreberga, Staffanstorp, Skane, Sweden,
17 November 2016 (Gustav Montelius)

[Dutch Birding 41: 180-183, 2019]



American Tree Sparrow at Torreberga, Sweden, in November 2016

209-210 American Tree Sparrow / Toendragors Spizelloides arborea, Torreberga, Staffanstorp, Skéne, Sweden,
16 November 2016 (Ronny Malm)

However, just when | was about to leave, the bird
started calling as it continued to forage in the trees.
The call was a repeated, short, high pitched tjick.
The sound superficially resembled that of Little
Emberiza pusilla or Rustic Bunting E rustica and
that was what really excited me. Standing on the
path below the trees in which the bird was con-
stantly moving around, it was impossible to get
more decent photographs. So, | decided to leave
the pathway and waited in the field for the bird to
show again. Suddenly, it popped up and | was able
to follow it for c one minute until it flew off to one
of the ponds. Looking at the pictures that | ob-
tained, it did not match any of the Emberiza spe-
cies and as | still could not figure it out | sent a
screenshot to my friend Oskar Nilsson. He imme-
diately called to say that it had to be one of the
American sparrows, most likely a new species for
Sweden! Panic spread during our short conver-
sation and, when | hung up the phone, adrenalin
started pumping. | could barely speak when
| called my girlfriend to tell her what just hap-
pened and her response was ‘Just an American
sparrow? Sounds more like you discovered a dead
body!". About half an hour later, ON, Petter Olsson
and Karl-Erik Splittorff showed up and we were

able to relocate the bird perched in a tree nearby
the ponds. At this time the bird was identified as an
American Tree Sparrow Spizelloides arborea, the
first for Sweden. In the next hours it was confirmed
that it was also a first for the Western Palearctic.
During the following week, the bird was observed
daily but with increasing difficulty. Friday 18
November was the last day the bird was seen, leav-
ing many twitchers disappointed on the following
Saturday.

Description
The description is based on field impressions and
photographs.

SIZE & STRUCTURE Small and long-tailed sparrow giving
compact impression characterized by large head and no
apparent neck.

HEAD Crown distinctly rufous with grey patches on cen-
tre. Throat and chin grey. Broad grey supercilium. Small
rufous postocular eye-stripe and rather indistinct whitish
eye-ring.

UPPERPARTS  Mantle and back pale rusty-brown with
dark streaks. Rump and uppertail-coverts greyish with
dark streaks.

UNDERPARTS  Uniformly pale grey-buffish with warmer
rufous coloration on flank. Dark spot on centre of breast,

181



American Tree Sparrow at Torreberga, Sweden, in November 2016

although not always obvious.

WING Primaries dark with white fringes. Median and
greater coverts with white tip, forming two wing-bars (al-
though less clear on median coverts). Tertials blackish,
broadly edged rufous and whitish.

TAIL Black, outer tail-feather with white fringe on outer
web. Tail-feathers appearing worn, looking less fresh
than wing-feathers.

BARE PARTS Bill bicoloured, with blackish upper and yel-
lowish lower mandible. Leg also bicoloured, with tarsus
rusty/pale brown and foot noticeably darker, more black-
ish.

SOUND Repeated, short, high-pitched tjick given in flight
and while foraging.

BEHAVIOUR Restless but confiding and unafraid, passing
me by only 2-3 m. Frequently pumping tail up and down
while foraging, reminding similar movements by
Common Chiffchaf Phylloscopus collybita.

Identification

Once it was realized that the bird was not one of
the Western Palearctic Emberiza species, the iden-
tification as one of the American sparrows was
straightforward. The long-tailed and compact im-
pression, the pale rusty-brown upperparts with
dark streaks, the uniformly pale grey-buffish
underparts with a warmer coloration on the flanks,
the dark spot at the center of the breast and the
head pattern with distinct rufous crown with grey
patches, a grey throat and chin and also a broad
grey supercilium clinched the identification as
American Tree Sparrow. The lack of a white super-
cilium and black eye stripe ruled out Chipping
Sparrow Spizella passerina. Field Sparrow S pusilla
has a pink bill and distinct white eye-ring. Swamp
Sparrow Melospiza georgiana has no wing-bars
nor a dark eye-stripe. Red Fox Passerella iliaca,
Song M melodia and Lincoln’s Sparrow M lincolnii
all have distinctly streaked underparts which Ame-
rican Tree lacks in all plumages (Byers et al 1995,
Sibley 2000). After discussions with American
ringers, the bird was aged as most likely a first
calender-year. The main argument for this was the
presence of worn tail feathers. Byers et al (1995)
also mention that not-moulted (juvenile) flank-
feathers have small streaks which may indicate first
calendar-year.

American Tree Sparrow has a western and an
eastern subspecies. The western S a ochracea
breeds from Alaska and northern Yukon through-
out the north-western part of Canada to British
Columbia. This subspecies should be somewhat
larger and paler overall than the eastern S a arbo-
rea. It also shows a richer buff wash to the flanks.
However, the differences are subtle making sub-
species identification in the field very difficult, es-
pecially when it comes to birds in worn plumage
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(Byers et al 1995, Sibley 2000). The bird at Torre-
berga could, therefore, possibly belong to either
subspecies.

Distribution and vagrancy

American Tree Sparrow breeds in Alaska and
throughout northern Canada. It is migratory usual-
ly spending the winter in southern Canada or the
USA, where it can be found in gardens, regularly
visiting birdfeeders (https:/tinyurl.com/yyxfy8maq).
S a ochracea usually migrates to the south-western
parts of the USA. The distance from Alaska to
Torreberga is ¢ 6500 km. S a arborea breeds in the
central parts of northern and eastern Canada to the
Labrador Peninsula at 4500 km distance from
Torreberga. The primary migration route of these
eastern populations leads to the central parts of the
northern USA (Baumgartner 1939). American Tree
Sparrow is categorized as one of the late autumn
and early spring migrants, with autumn migration
usually from mid- or late October till late Novem-
ber (https://tinyurl.com/yyxfy8mq).

It is hard to get over the fact that the first record
of American Tree Sparrow for the WP was in a field
outside Staffanstorp, several kilometers from the
coast, and not in the Azores, Britain, Iceland or
Ireland. Nevertheless, it can be considered as a
genuine vagrant since it is not a known species in
the (legal) cage bird trade, while the bird was in its
first year. Therefore, it has been accepted by the
Swedish rarities committee to category A as the
first for Sweden and, consequently, the first for the
WP as well (Wirdheim & Corell 2017). Of course,
it cannot be excluded that many American birds
that make it to Europe have been ship assisted
some part of the way and therefore not follow the
expected natural routes. However, there are nu-
merous examples of American landbirds that have
been found further inland after arriving as this side
of the Atlantic. Statistical analyses of future va-
grants from the American continent predicted
American Tree Sparrow to have a similar probabil-
ity of reaching Europe as many other Nearctic pas-
serines species found here in recent years (Robbins
1980, Haas 2012, 2017). Outside North America,
the species has been recorded only in the Russian
Far East on Chukotka (five records), on Wrangel
(two) and on Kamchatka (one), mostly between
May and July (Arkhipov & tawicki 2016).
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Samenvatting

TOENDRAGORS IN TORREBERGA, ZWEDEN, IN NOVEMBER 2016
Op 12 november 2016 werd een Toendragors Spizelloides
arborea ontdekt in Torreberga, Staffanstorp, Skane,
Zweden. De vogel trok de aandacht door de roep, een
herhaald, kort, hoog tjik, herinnerend aan de roep van
Dwerggors Emberiza pusilla en Bosgors E rustica. Aan de
hand van enkele snel gemaakte en doorgestuurde foto’s
werd duidelijk dat het een Amerikaanse gors moest zijn,
en een half uur later kon de determinatie worden afge-
maakt. De vogel werd de week erna dagelijks gezien,
maar was steeds lastiger terug te vinden, en bleef tot en
met 18 november. Het betreft het eerste geval voor
Zweden en de WP.
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Bulwer’s Petrels with whitish or pale
underbody

Bulwer’s Petrel Bulweria bulwerii is an all-dark
petrel breeding on islands in the tropical and sub-
tropical waters of the Atlantic, Indian and Pacific
Oceans (Flood & Fisher 2013a). This note reports
three cases of Bulwer’s with a whitish or pale
underbody.

Bird one was photographed just south of
Madeira on 31 August 2015 at the very end of the
breeding season of Bulwer’s Petrel, that lasts be-
tween May to September there (Robb et al 2008,
Howell & Zufelt in press) (plate 211). A paler ap-
pearance is evident on the lower breast, belly,
sides of the body, and ventral region. Heavy wear
on the lower breast and belly reveals some whitish
feather shafts, while little more than bare feather
shafts remain in the ventral region and the under-
tail-coverts. Tips to the tail-feathers are also heavily
worn.

Bird two was photographed within the Cape
Verde Islands on 5 October 2017, just after the
end of the breeding season of Bulwer’s Petrel that
mainly lasts between January to September there
(Howell & Zufelt in press) (plate 212). A paler ap-
pearance is evident on the lower throat, neck,
breast, belly, and sides of the body. Lack of detail
in the photograph prevents assessment of wear but
commencement of post-breeding moult is evident,
with inner primaries dropped and dark blotches in
the pale underbody probably representing fresh
feathers (eg, right-hand side of upper breast).

Bird three was photographed ¢ 330 km south of
Necker Island, Hawaii Islands, on 23 September

[Dutch Birding 41: 183-185, 2019]

2017, just after the end of the breeding season of
Bulwer’s Petrel that lasts between May to Septem-
ber there (Howell & Zufelt in press) (plate 213).
Whitish is evident on the lower breast and belly,
although apparently not the sides of the body or
the ventral region, forming a whitish patch in the
central underbody. Photographs of bird three show
less detail than photographs of bird one, although
an indent to the contour of the underside, from the
lower breast to the ventral region, resembles that
on bird one and is evidence that the vanes to the
feathers are largely worn off.

Three conceivable explanations for the appear-
ance of birds one to three are undescribed taxon/
taxa, variation/aberration, or some form of damage
to feathers. It is possible that taxa remain to be dis-
covered among populations of petrels in known
breeding localities, as happened with the Macaro-
nesian Pterodroma species (Robb et al 2008, Jesus
etal 2009), or at completely new localities, as with
the mysterious all-dark Pseudobulweria off New
Ireland, Papua New Guinea (Shirihai 2008, Flood
et al 2017). Variation/aberration has recently been
discovered in the plumage aspect of familiar spe-
cies including Cory’s Shearwater Calonectris bo-
realis (Bried et al 2005) and Cape Verde Petrel
P feae (Gutiérrez & Gonzales-Solis 2009). How-
ever, the appearance of the three birds under con-
sideration is best explained by heavy wear at the
end of the breeding season.

Heavy wear to tips of feathers covering the un-
derbody apparently occurs quite often, for exam-
ple, in Great Tit Parus major and Eurasian Tree
Sparrow Passer montanus revealing a black basal
down layer that can be mistaken for melanism (cf
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211 Bulwer’s Petrel / Bulwers Stormvogel Bulweria

bulwerii, just south of Madeira, North Atlantic Ocean,
31 August 2015 (Tor Olsen)

|

van Wijk & Ebels 2012; Hein van Grouw in litt).
During the breeding season, underbody feathers
are subject to frequent friction as birds enter, leave
and move around the nest. Inspection of museum
skins of Bulwer’s Petrel revealed that the dark
feathers of the underbody have whitish basal down
(plate 214). In extreme cases, the whitish down is
revealed as the breeding season progresses and
this is the case for our three Bulwer’s.

Awareness of this phenomenon in Bulwer’s
Petrel might help to avert its misidentification.
Numerous petrel taxa are dark with a white under-
body (Howell & Zufelt in press). For example,
light-morph Trindade Petrel P arminjoniana occurs
in the North Atlantic, although it is rare in the
north-east Atlantic (Flood & Fisher 2013b), and in
2018 a Tahiti Petrel P rostrata was documented by
photographs in the Gulf Stream off North Carolina,
USA (Peter Flood in litt). Bulwer’s with a whitish/
pale underside must be eliminated in a claim of
extralimital records of such petrels.
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212 Bulwer’s Petrel / Bulwers Stormvogel Bulweria
bulwerii, within Cape Verde Islands, North Atlantic
Ocean, 5 October 2017 (Arne Torkler)
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DBA-nieuws

Wijziging in redactieraad In mei 2019 is Sander Bot
teruggetreden als lid van de redactieraad van Dutch
Birding. Gedurende negen jaar ondersteunde hij DB als
redacteur en auteur van vele artikelen. Wij danken hem
voor zijn bijdragen en wensen hem veel succes en
genoegen met zijn andere passie — zweefvliegen
Syrphidae. REDACTIE

[Dutch Birding 41: 185, 2019]

Change in editorial board In May 2019, Sander Bot has
resigned as member of the editorial board of Dutch
Birding. During nine years, he supported DB as editor
and author of many articles. We thank him for his
contributions and we wish him success and pleasure
with his other passion — the hoverflies Syrph