Bird counting in Iran in January 2004

Harvey van Diek, Rob Felix, Menno Hornman, Peter L Meininger, Frank Willems & Mark Zekhuis

F rom 9 to 29 January 2004, we were part of a
group of 10 Dutch birders who visited Iran to
participate in the international mid-winter count
of waterbirds. The Iranian Department of the
Environment (DoE) invited us not only to count
birds but also to educate local employees how to
identify and count them. Transport and housing
in Iran were facilitated by the DoE; the Dutch
participants arranged visa and the flights be-
tween Amsterdam, the Netherlands, and Tehran,
Iran. After arrival in Tehran, the group split into
five teams of two, each complemented with two
or three employees of the DoE and a driver. The
counts took place in a two-week period. During
sparse moments between the counts, we enjoyed
birds other than waterbirds, as well as other
Iranian wildlife. On 26 January, the group gather-
ed again in Tehran and, the next day, we all went
to the Touran protected area for an encounter
with the endemic Pleske’s Ground Jay Podoces
pleskei.

Country

With a land surface of 1636 million km2, the
Islamic Republic of Iran is 40 times the size of
the Netherlands. The country is divided into 28
provinces and inhabited by almost 80 million
people, of whom c 16 million live in Tehran. Iran
is a rugged country; there is a high, central basin
with deserts and mountains and only along both
coasts, there are small, discontinuous plains. The
highest mountain is Kuh-e Damavand (5671 m).
The weather in the north and in the mountains
can be wet and cold. In the south, temperatures
are normally not below 5°C in winter, while in
summer one should try to avoid these parts of the
country because of high temperatures of up to
50°C.

The national language is Farsi and, although
only few people speak English, Iran appears to be
a very hospitable country. Travelling must be
done by public transport or organized tours, since
car rental is almost impossible and traffic is

422 Sunset near Touran, Semnan, Iran, 27 January 2004 (Harvey van Diek)
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dangerous. We travelled with experienced drivers
and each group was joined by at least one
English-speaking person. We had a good expe-
rience with Ecotour-Iran (www.ecotour-iran.com),
who took us to Touran. This is the only tour and
travel agency in Iran that does nature trips with
well-educated and English-speaking guides.

In Iran, c 492 species have been recorded (cf
Firouz 2000). Considering the lack of bird-
watchers, large size of the country, great range of
habitats, and the country’s position at the cross-
roads of three major faunal regions, it seems like-
ly that many species will be added to this total.

Counting

Each team visited a different province. In total,
the five teams recorded 287 species. Most birds
and species were found in the coastal areas. Our
main task was to census waterbirds in as many
wetlands as possible. One of the targets was to
find Slender-billed Curlews Numenius tenui-
rostris, which have been claimed in the last 10
years but never by experienced birdwatchers and
never with conclusive documentation.

In total, ¢ 1.5 million waterbirds were counted
in January 2004. This total was lower than expect-
ed. In previous years, ¢ 3 million birds were
recorded by Iranian birdwatchers. Unfavourable
weather conditions (much rain and high tempera-
tures in the north and south-west and drought in
the south and south-east) may have been causes
for the lower counts. Differences in experience in
estimating large groups of birds could be an addi-
tional explanation. From all five provinces the
highlights and some interesting bird numbers are
presented in this paper. Full details of the census
will be published in a separate report.

Gilan

Peter de Boer and Menno van Straaten counted
in Gilan province, in the north-west along the
Caspian Sea, where c 220 000 waterbirds were
noted. Highlights were a Lesser White-fronted
Goose Anser erythropus (first for Gilan), Ferru-
ginous Ducks Aythya nyroca (12), Mediterranean
Gulls Larus melanocephalus (first for Gilan),
Grey-headed Swamp-hens Porphyrio  polio-
cephalus (21), Pomarine Jaeger Stercorarius
pomarinus (one, uncommon in the Caspian Sea)
and Parasitic Jaeger S parasiticus (one, uncom-
mon in the Caspian Sea).

Mazandaran

Peter Meininger and Mark Zekhuis counted in
Mazandaran province, along the Caspian coast to
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the east. The 60 km long Miankaleh Peninsula
and adjacent Gorgan Bay occupy an area of
97 200 ha. The Miankaleh wildlife refuge is a Ram-
sar Site and Biosphere Reserve. These areas hold
the highest number of wintering waterbirds in
Iran. During the census of 2004, a total of
1 041 000 birds were counted. The most nume-
rous species was Eurasian Coot Fulica atra with
810 960 individuals. This also proved to be a
good wintering site for White-headed Duck
Oxyura leucocephala (625), Pygmy Cormorant
Phalacrocorax pygmeus (131), Dalmatian Pelican
Pelecanus crispus (209), Greater Flamingo
Phoenicopterus roseus (c 73 000) and White-
tailed Eagle Haliaeetus albicilla (125). A single
Caspian Seal Phoca caspica swimming in the bay
was a surprise. These mammals normally have
their young in winter on the ice in the northern
part of the Caspian Sea.

Mazandaran is famous for the wintering of the
tiny western population of Siberian Crane Grus
leucogeranus, in particular now that the species
no longer (since 2002) winters in Keoladeo
National Park, Bharatpur, India. In total, six were
observed: a pair with a juvenile in Fereidoon-
kenar Damgah and the surrounding rice-fields, as
well as two ringed and recently released juve-
niles. Fereidoonkenar Damgah is an artificial wet-
land of c 150 ha used as a private duck-hunting
area and as a water reservoir for the rice-fields in
summer. Another adult was feeding in Sorkherud
Damgah. This is also a small artificial wetland
maintained for duck trapping. The cranes are pro-
tected by local hunters. More information on the
status and conservation of Siberian Cranes in Iran
and other countries is provided by Meine &
Archibald (1996). Other interesting records in-
cluded a Pomarine Jaeger and three Mediterra-
nean Gulls, while Citrine Wagtails Motacilla
citreola proved to be surprisingly common.

One full day of birding was spent in the moun-
tains of the central Alborz region (protected area,
399 000 ha). This area is part of the Alborz
range, north of Tehran and west of the road to
Chalus. A rough day walking from Kanarbun to
Haridzja (altitude 2500 m) with armed guides
from the DoE through the snowy mountains
brought us for instance Lammergeier Gypaetus
barbatus, Golden Eagle Aquila chrysaetos, Horn-
ed Lark Eremophila alpestris, Alpine Accentor
Prunella collaris, Western Rock Nuthatch Sitta
neumayer, White-winged Snowfinch Montifrin-
gilla nivalis and, at last, five Caspian Snowcocks
Tetraogallus caspius. In addition, tracks of Brown
Bear Ursus arctos, Leopard Panthera pardus and
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423 Great Knots / Grote Kanoeten Calidris tenuirostris, Tiab, Hormozgan, Iran, 15 January 2004
(Rob Felix)

424 Great Thick-knees / Grote Grielen Esacus recurvirostris, Rud-e-Shur, Hormozgan, Iran, 14 January 2004
(Rob Felix)
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Wolf Canis lupus and observations of Wild Goat
Capra aegagrus suggested a true and undisturbed
nature reserve.

Khuzestan

Harvey van Diek and Menno Hornman counted
in Khuzestan province in the south-west, near
the Iraqi border. In Khuzestan, ¢ 111 600 water-
birds were recorded. The largest group consisted
of ¢ 20 000 Eurasian Coots at Miangaran lake
near Izeh in the north-east of the Khuzestan area.
Also good numbers of Marbled Duck Marmaro-
netta angustirostris (c 3200), White-tailed Lap-
wing Vanellus leucurus (c 1200), Marsh Sand-
piper Tringa stagnatilis (c 350) and Pied
Kingfisher Ceryle rudis (460) were recorded.
Other highlights were two Sacred Ibises Threski-
ornis aethiopicus at Bamdej marsh (a small relict
population breeds in the Hoor Alazim marshes in
Iraq), a Little Crake Porzana parva at the Hovey-
zeh surrounds, 28 Armenian Gulls L armenicus
and a total of 42 Iraq Babblers Turdoides alti-
rostris. The latter species was until recently
known as a near-endemic of the marshes of
southern Iraq but appears to be spreading, both
to the east (Iran) and to the west (Syria, cf van

den Berg 2004). Up to 12 Caspian Stonechats
Saxicola maurus variegatus, 10 Plain Leaf
Warblers Phylloscopus neglectus and 242 Dead
Sea Sparrows Passer moabiticus were recorded.
Surprisingly, 35 Mesopotamian Crows Corvus
cornix capellanus were seen. This taxon, some-
times treated as a separate species, is restricted to
an area along the Euphrates in south-eastern Iraq
and south-western Iran and has a contrasting
black-and-white plumage, with the grey parts of
Hooded Crow C ¢ cornix much paler and almost
white (cf Madge & Burn 1993). Near Bostan, an
Oriental Pratincole Glareola maldivarum was
discovered on 18 January, providing the first
observation for Iran. It was studied for ¢ 20 min
under good light conditions. Unfortunately, the
distance was too large to take photographs and
to see subtle identification characters as primary
pattern, colour of the underparts, leg length and
bill pattern. A description is given in appendix 1.
At Aflok basin, a probable Basra Reed Warbler
Acrocephalus griseldis was observed. This would
be the second sighting in winter after one report-
ed in February 1998. The bird was observed for
c 2 min at a distance of 20 m. A description is
given in appendix 2. At Karun fishponds, a juve-

425 Crab-plovers / Krabplevieren Dromas ardeola, with Indian Reef Egret / Rode-Zeerifreiger Egretta gularis
schistacea, Hara protected area, Hormozgan, Iran, 11 January 2004 (Rob Felix)
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nile Black-winged Kite Elanus caeruleus was
found and photographed. This species has only
recently been discovered in Iran (Derek Scott
pers comm). A calling male Pallid Scops Owl
Otus brucei was found at Izeh cave. An adult
Rose-coloured Starling Sturnus roseus was seen
near the border at Hoor Alazim marshes; this
species is a breeding bird in Iran but not known
as a winterer.

Hormozgan
Rob Felix and Frank Willems visited Hormozgan
province in the south. Along the coastal area
stretching from the Straits of Hormuz in the west
to the border of Baluchistan in the east, 24 sites
were visited. These sites can be characterized as
intertidal areas with extensive mudflats, lagoons
and creeks, some with extensive mangrove vege-
tations. The number of waterbirds (mainly
waders) was huge. The vastness of the area and
inaccessibility of the sites made that only 65 000
birds could be counted, while the true number of
birds will be in the direction of several 100 000s.
Most numerous was Dunlin Calidris alpina
with 7500. Crab-plover Dromas ardeola and
Terek Sandpiper Xenus cinereus were second
and third, both with ¢ 4600. Most Crab-plovers
(3000) were counted in Hara protected area on
Qeshm island. Eurasian Curlew N arquata
(4000), Greater Sand Plover Charadrius lesche-
naultii (2200) and Lesser Sand Plover C mongo-
lus (2000) were also numerous. Iran appears to
be of invaluable importance for Broad-billed
Sandpiper Limicola falcinellus, of which over
900 were counted. This species was present at
almost every site and actual numbers must have
been much higher. Great Knot C tenuirostris
(133) and Red Knot C canutus (one) are two spe-
cies of which small wintering populations have
only recently been discovered in Iran (Keijl et al
2001). Two specialities of Hormozgan were
Goliath Herons Ardea goliath (three) and Great
Thick-knee Esacus recurvirostris (41). The herons
were present in Khalasi in the eastern part of
Hormozgan. A part of this area is covered with
very old mangroves, which may house a relict
breeding population of this species. Another
highlight was a Long-tailed Duck Clangula hye-
malis in the Straits of Hormuz, probably the first
record for this region. A single Plain Martin
Riparia paludicola was seen at Jask harbour on
21 January. This species, which occurs in Africa
and in Asia from Afghanistan and Pakistan east to
Taiwan, is very rare in Iran. In 2001, Keijl et al
(2001) observed eight birds (two flocks of four),
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which appear to be the first records. Last but not
least, a pair of Brown Fish Owl Ketupa zeylonen-
sis was discovered during a short visit to the Gaz
river, south of the town of Sirik, in the afternoon
of 18 January. Both birds were seen briefly before
they disappeared into their nesting hole at the
top edge of a 50 m high cliff. This is apparently
the first record in 50-100 years for Iran of this
presumably overlooked species. In Iraq, this spe-
cies is very rare but further east it is locally more
common (Ebels 2002). The area of Gaz river is in
fact a dry wadi, since the river has almost dried
up in the past few years, leaving only a few shal-
low pools. Some scattered bushes and trees are
present. Employees of the DoE kept an eye on
the spot and, on 8 April 2004, breeding was con-
firmed (Babak Musavi in litt). On 16 April, an
adult and a juvenile were seen at the same spot
by an AviFauna tour group (Erik Hirschfeld in
litt). Close to the nesting site of Brown Fish Owl,
two other owl species were present: Eurasian
Eagle Owl Bubo bubo (a calling male) and
Spotted Owlet Athene brama.

Sistan and Baluchistan

Bernard Oosterbaan and Erik van Winden visited
the province of Sistan and Baluchistan in the far
south-east along the Gulf of Oman. In Sistan, a
formerly very important bird area has been dried
out for about eight years because of a great dam
on the Afghanistan border. In Baluchistan, only
14 000 waterbirds were counted. Highlights
were two Red-breasted Mergansers Mergus serra-
tor at Tiss port, up to six Great Thick-knees at
Khore-e-Galak, a group of 385 Kentish Plovers
C alexandrinus at Khore-e-Tang, two Pintail
Snipes Gallinago stenura at Lolakadan, up to 20
Desert Whitethroats Sylvia curruca minula at
Lipar Marsh and one Brahminy Starling S pago-
darum with a Rose-coloured Starling in the town
of Chabahar. The Brahminy Starling is suspected
to be an escape from captivity, because it was
seen in an urban area. However, if considered a
wild bird, it would be a new species for Iran. It is
common in the Indian Subcontinent but occurs
only locally further west in Pakistan and in east-
ern Afghanistan, where it was noted as ‘com-
mon’ in Kabul in summer 2002; its seasonal
movements are not well understood (Feare &
Craig 1998, Grimmett et al 1998, Kullberg
2002). According to Kullberg (2002), ‘There
seems to be a general westward and northward
invasion of many originally Indian human habi-
tation-bound bird species’.
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426 Goliath Heron / Reuzenreiger Ardea goliath, Khalasi, Hormozgan, Iran, 20 January 2004 (Rob Felix)

427 Pleske’s Ground Jay / Perzische Steppegaai Podoces pleskei, Touran, Semnan, Iran, 27 January 2004 (Harvey

van Diek) 428 Pleske’s Ground Jay / Perzische Steppegaai Podoces pleskei, Touran, Semnan, Iran, 27 January 2004
(Menno Hornman)
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429 Iraq Babbler / Iraakse Babbelaar Turdoides altirostris, Horeh Bamdej, Khuzestan, Iran, 23 January 2004
(Harvey van Diek)

430 Siberian Cranes / Siberische Witte Kraanvogels Grus leucogeranus, pair with young, Fereidoonkenar Damgah,
Mazandaran, Iran, 19 January 2004 (Mark Zekhuis)
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Touran

On 25 January, all teams gathered at a hotel in
Tehran and prepared a workshop for the next day
for ¢ 70 DoE employees. We presented our first
results, shared our experiences and explained
counting methods. The final three days, a visit
was made to Touran in Semnan province. In this
desert area, 550 km east of Tehran and at 1200
m above sea level, the only (near-)endemic spe-
cies in Iran is found: Pleske’s Ground Jay, which
only occurs in eastern Iran and marginally across
the border in Afghanistan. Macqueen’s Bustard
Chlamydotis macqueenii is breeding in quite
good numbers in this beautiful arid area with
steppe vegetation. The area is also good for
Cheetah Acinonyx jubatus (only a few left in
Iran, cf Iranian Cheetah Society 2004), Leopard
(quite common in this area) and Persian Wild Ass
Equus hemonius onager (c 400 left in whole Iran,
Strieker 2001). Our guides of Ecotour-Iran esti-
mated the chance to see Pleske’s Ground Jay at
this time of year at 70%. In winter they are very
elusive, do not sing and normally stay on the
ground; even when disturbed, they prefer to run.
The species inhabits extensive desert steppes
with scattered low bushes and plains covered
with Zygophyllum, where it mainly feeds on

insects and seeds of desert bushes. Birds live in
solitary pairs, remaining together throughout the
year. The spherical nest, camouflaged by a layer
of interwoven twigs, is built among small shrubs.
The three to six pale blue-green eggs are laid in
April. Only the female incubates, for 17-19 days,
and the male feeds her while she is on the nest.
The chicks grow fast; two weeks after hatching,
they are feathered and can already run fast. We
were lucky to discover two very tame birds.
Because the weather was rainy and cold, the
birds showed less activity and allowed us to
approach within ¢ 5 m. This was the highlight of
the trip for most of us. The next day we saw a
few more, in total 10 individuals. A female
Eversmann’s Redstart Phoenicurus erythronotus
and a Black-throated Thrush Turdus ruficollis
atrogularis were the last noteworthy species of
our visit to Iran.

After three weeks, we had seen many birds
and counted most of them. The search for
Slender-billed Curlew failed but more surveys are
needed to make sure whether the species still
exists. In addition, waterbird counts are para-
mount in the next years since Iran is very impor-
tant for wintering waders and ducks.

431 Brown Fish Owl / Bruine Visuil Ketupa zeylonensis, Gaz, south of Sirik, Hormozgan, Iran, 8 April 2004
(Babak Musavi)
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£,

432 Breeding site of Brown Fish Owl Ketupa zeylonensis, Gaz, south of Sirik, Hormozgan, Iran, 18 January 2004
(Rob Felix). The nest cavity is the black spot right below the tree just left of the centre. 433 Black-winged Kite /
Grijze Wouw Elanus caeruleus, juvenile, Karun fish ponds, Khuzestan, Iran, 22 January 2004 (Harvey van Diek)
434 Mesopotamian Crow / Mesopotaamse Kraai Corvus cornix capellanus, near Hoveyzeh, Khuzestan, Iran,
19 January 2004 (Harvey van Diek) 435 Caspian Stonechat / Kaspische Roodborsttapuit Saxicola maurus
variegatus, Amir Kabir sugar cane farm, Ahvaz, Khuzestan, Iran, 15 January 2004 (Harvey van Diek)
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Samenvatting

VOGELTELLINGEN IN IRAN IN JANUARI 2004 In januari 2004
bezochten 10 Nederlandse vogelaars Iran op uitnodi-
ging van het Iraanse ministerie van milieu. In vijf
groepjes van twee en met begeleiding van Iraanse
medewerkers van het ministerie en een chauffeur wer-
den vijf provincies bezocht. In totaal werden ¢ 1.5 mil-
joen watervogels geteld. De hoop om Dunbekwulpen
Numenius tenuirostris aan te treffen werd niet vervuld.
Per provincie wordt een selectie van opmerkelijke
waarnemingen genoemd: de eerste Dwerggans Anser
erythropus en de eerste Zwartkopmeeuw Larus mela-
nocephalus voor de provincie Gilan, zes Siberische
Witte Kraanvogels Grus leucogeranus in de provincie
Mazandaran (de enige resterende overwinteringslocatie
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voor de minieme westelijke populatie), twee Heilige
Ibissen Threskiornis aethiopicus en een juveniele
Grijze Wouw Elanus caeruleus in de provincie Khuze-
stan, de eerste Oosterse Vorkstaartplevier Glareola mal-
divarum voor Iran (beschrijving in appendix 1), de
tweede melding in de winter van een Basrakarekiet
Acrocephalus griseldis (beschrijving in appendix 2), en
een Vale Oeverzwaluw Riparia paludicola en een paar
Bruine Visuilen Ketupa zeylonensis in de provincie
Hormozgan. De visuilen betroffen de eerste waar-
neming in 50-100 jaar en bleken later in het voorjaar
succesvol te hebben gebroed. Soorten waarvan hoge
aantallen werden geteld zijn bijvoorbeeld Marmereend
Marmaronetta angustirostris (c  3200), Witkopeend
Oxyura leucocephala (625), Flamingo Phoenicopterus
roseus (c 73 000), Krabplevier Dromas ardeola (c 4600)
en Witstaartkievit Vanellus leucurus (c 1200).
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APPENDIX 1 Description of Oriental Pratincole Glareola
maldivarum near Bostan, Khuzestan, Iran, on 18
January 2004

Long-winged wader, with tern-like flight sometimes also
recalling Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola, with dark
upperwings and white tail and black tail bar. Tail short
and shallowly forked with outer tail feathers only slight-
ly longer than inner ones; tail length (longest, outer tail
feathers) about same as breadth of wing. Upperparts
dark brown, underwing-coverts rusty red and remiges
dark, with no sign of white trailing edge to secondaries.
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APPENDIX 2 Description of Basra Reed Warbler Acro-
cephalus griseldis at Aflok basin, Khuzestan, Iran, on 17
January 2004

First impression that of olivaceous warbler Acrocepha-
lus opacus/pallidus, foraging slowly, low above water
level through reed stems. Size comparable with
Common Reed Warbler A scirpaceus, not as heavy as
Clamorous Reed Warbler A stentoreus but no direct
comparison with other birds possible. Pale belly and
undertail coverts striking. Long, dirty white to creamy
supercilium. Bill slender and long, about same length as
supercilium. Primary projection long, with primary
length about equal to tertial length and at least seven
primaries visible. Because of long primaries, bird
looking rather short tailed. Upperparts and head olive-
tinged (rather than yellowish-tinged) brown, quite dark
looking and contrasting with pale, dirty white belly,
chin and undertail coverts.



Lachmeeuw in Nederland en
Duitsland in 2000-02

Gert Ottens

n 2000-02 werd op verschillende locaties in

Nederland en aangrenzend Duitsland een
adulte Lachmeeuw Larus atricilla waargenomen
waarvan wordt aangenomen dat het steeds
dezelfde vogel betrof. Dit werd duidelijk toen de
vogel die in 2001 in Duitsland werd gekleurringd
later dat jaar in Nederland opdook. Het betreft
het derde geval van deze Nearctische soort voor
zowel Nederland als Duitsland. In dit artikel
worden de waarnemingen van de vogel in beide
landen gedurende deze periode beschreven.

Nederland

Op 23 juli 2000 om 16:00 werd een adulte
Lachmeeuw waargenomen door Carl Derks en
Bert Pieterson op het Rutbekerveld bij Enschede,
Overijssel. De vogel in (bijna) volledig zomer-
kleed hield zich hier korte tijd op tussen

Kokmeeuwen L ridibundus en Kleine Mantel-
meeuwen L fuscus die rustten op de afvoerbui-
zen in het water. Rond 16:20 werd hij enkele
minuten vliegend gezien voordat hij in noordelij-
ke richting wegvloog met ¢ 50 Kokmeeuwen
(Carl Derks in litt). Deze waarneming is pas
recent ingediend bij de Commissie Dwaalgasten
Nederlandse Avifauna (CDNA) en dient dus nog
aanvaard te worden; de beschrijving is echter
volledig zodat de kans op aanvaarding groot is.
In vervolg hierop ontdekte Stef Waasdorp op 13
augustus 2000 waarschijnlijk dezelfde Lach-
meeuw, inmiddels ruiend naar winterkleed, langs
de Nederrijn te Arnhem, Gelderland. De vogel
werd hier in de avond van 15 augustus weer
waargenomen door René Oosterhuis en SW en
vervolgens werd het nieuws verspreid (Harvey
van Diek pers meded). De daaropvolgende

436 Lachmeeuw / Laughing Gull Larus atricilla, adult mannetje, Zwillbrocker Venn, Nordrhein-Westfalen,
Duitsland, april 2002 (Martin Gottschling)

[Dutch Birding 26: 297-301, 2004]
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avond werd hij door vele waarnemers kortston-
dig tijdens de schemering gezien, alvorens
samen met Kokmeeuwen naar een onbekende
slaapplaats, waarschijnlijk De Bijland nabij
Lobith, Gelderland, of Rhederlaag nabij Gies-
beek, Gelderland, te vliegen. Die avond konden
video-opnamen van de vogel worden gemaakt
(Deuzeman 2000, Plomp et al 2001, van der
Vliet et al 2001). Een melding uit Arnhem nabij
de splitsing van Nederrijn en IJssel op 5 novem-
ber 2000 werd helaas (nog) niet ingediend bij de
CDNA maar kan betrekking hebben gehad op
dezelfde vogel. Vervolgens ontdekte Arjen Poel-
mans op 27 oktober 2001 een adult-winter Lach-
meeuw op de grote meeuwenslaapplaats van De
Bijland. De vogel werd in de daaropvolgende
dagen niet meer teruggevonden (Ottens 2001,
van der Vliet et al 2002). Duidelijk werden de
ringen gezien die de Lachmeeuw eerder dat jaar
in Duitsland aangemeten kreeg (zie onder).
Tenslotte werd (naar wordt aangenomen) dezelf-
de Lachmeeuw op 7 april 2002 bij het Beuven
op de Strabrechtse Heide, Noord-Brabant, aan-
getroffen (van der Vliet et al 2003). Deze vogel
werd hier korte tijd in de ochtend waargenomen,
alleen in vlucht, waarna hij in noordelijke rich-
ting doorvloog. Hierbij kon niet worden vast-
gesteld of de vogel was geringd (Jan-Erik Kikkert
in litt).

Duitsland

Op 11 april 2001 werd een adult-zomer Lach-
meeuw ontdekt in de kolonie Kokmeeuwen in
het Zwillbrocker Venn, Nordrhein-Westfalen,

437 Lachmeeuw / Laughing Gull Larus atricilla, adult,
Arnhem, Gelderland, 16 augustus 2000
(Marc Plomp/Natuur Digitaal)
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Duitsland, ¢ 1 km over de grens bij Groenlo,
Gelderland. De vogel werd op 1 juni 2001
gevangen en geringd (rechts: witte PVC-ring (tar-
sus) en aluminiumring (tibia)). De Lachmeeuw
gedroeg zich zeer vocaal en territoriaal. Regel-
matig werd de zogeheten ‘long-call” waargeno-
men waarbij hij de vleugels enigszins liet afhan-
gen, de kop omhoog gooide en een luid, lachend
geluid voortbracht. De aanwezige Kokmeeuwen
leken hierop niet te reageren (pers obs). Op
grond van zijn gedrag werd vastgesteld dat het
om een mannetje ging. Enige aanwijzingen voor
een (gemengd) broedgeval zijn niet gevonden.
Wel had de Lachmeeuw in juni een nest gemaakt
of bezet en werd gezien dat hij een pas uitgeko-
men Kokmeeuw naar het nest sleepte om het
dier vervolgens te verorberen. Ook de overblijf-
selen van Kokmeeuwenkuikens die na het ver-
trek van de vogel in het nest werden aangetroffen
waren waarschijnlijk van dergelijke maaltijden
afkomstig. De Lachmeeuw was hier aanwezig tot
ten minste 3 juli 2001 (Andreas Buchheim in litt).

Mogelijk dezelfde vogel werd overigens al op
29 maart 2001 in Bad Neustadt an der Saale,
Bayern, Duitsland, waargenomen (Birding World
14: 237, 2001). Foto’s van de vogel van het
Zwillbrocker Venn zijn onder meer gepubliceerd
in Birding World (14: 145, 237, 2001), Dutch
Birding (23: 162, plaat 184, 226, plaat 251,
2001) en Limicola (16: 245, 2002).

Op 13 april 2002 keerde de vogel, inmiddels
‘Atze’ genaamd (vrij naar de Duitse naam voor
Lachmeeuw: Aztekenméwe) terug in het Zwill-
brocker Venn. Net als in 2001 ging hier een
waarneming uit het zuiden van Duitsland aan
vooraf; op 28 en 29 maart 2002 werd een (voor
zover bekend ongeringde, Peter Barthel in litt)
adult-zomer Lachmeeuw gefotografeerd te Ober-
zell, Baden-Wiirttemberg (Limicola 16: 245-246,
2002). ‘Atze’ hield hetzelfde territorium als in het
voorgaande jaar maar was daarin niet zo vast-
houdend als in 2001. Ook werd hij bijvoorbeeld
vaak gezien op het dak van de observatiehut die
uitkijkt op de plaatselijke kolonie flamingo’s
Phoenicopterus, waarbij hij zich soms zeer dicht
liet benaderen. De vogel had in 2002 geen nest
maar wel werd in mei waargenomen dat hij met
een Kokmeeuw copuleerde (Andreas Buchheim
in litt). Overigens moet in het West-Palearctische
gebied wel degelijk rekening worden gehouden
met (gemengde) broedgevallen van deze soort
(Hoogendoorn & Steinhaus 1990). Daarnaast
werd regelmatig waargenomen hoe hij laag over
de kolonie vloog om plotseling naar beneden te
duiken om een Kokmeeuwjong te pakken dat
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FIGUUR 1 Lachmeeuw / Laughing Gull Larus atricilla, adult, Strabrechtse Heide, Noord-Brabant, 7 april 2002
(Jan-Erik Kikkert)

vervolgens werd verorberd (Andreas Buchheim
in litt). De laatste waarneming dateert van 29
juni 2002. In 2003 werd de Lachmeeuw niet
meer waargenomen.

Beschrijving

Onderstaande beschrijving is zowel gebaseerd
op de waarneming van het Rutbekerveld (Carl
Derks in litt, adult zomerkleed), eigen aanteke-
ningen gemaakt te Arnhem op 16 augustus 2000
(ruiend naar adult winterkleed; cf Dutch Birding
23: 327, plaat 369, 2001) en het Zwillbrocker
Venn in april 2001 (adult zomerkleed), veld-
schetsen van de waarneming van het Beuven van
7 april 2002 (Jan-Erik Kikkert in litt, adult zomer-
kleed), en de eerder genoemde foto’s en video-
beelden.

GROOTTE & BOUW Waarneembaar (maar niet veel)
groter en iets zwaarder gebouwd dan aanwezige
Kokmeeuwen; duidelijk kleiner dan Kleine Mantel-
meeuw. Poot en vleugel duidelijk langer dan bij Kok-
meeuw. Snavel lang en ‘zwaar’ in verhouding met Kok-
meeuwen en enigszins omlaag gebogen naar punt toe.
KOP & HALS Zomerkleed: kop zwart (inclusief keel en
achternek, vergelijkbaar met Zwartkopmeeuw L mela-
nocephalus), op 23 juli 2000 met enkele witte winter-
vlekjes. Boven en onder oog duidelijke witte ‘halve
maantjes’. Ruiend naar winterkleed: kop wit/lichtgrijs
met een donkergrijs ‘masker’ rond het oog en grijs

gevlekte (achter)kruin tot in de nek. Voorhoofd en teu-
gel wit.

BOVENDELEN Mantel donker leigrijs.

ONDERDELEN Wit met lichtgrijze tint.

VLEUGEL Bovenvleugel donker leigrijs, met zwarte
handpennen. Kleine witte vlekjes op top van handpen-
nen. Duidelijke witte achtervleugelrand. Ondervleugel
wit, met donkere onderzijde van handpennen (donker-
grijs) en armpennen (grijs).

STAART Wit.

NAAKTE DELEN Donkere iris. Donkerrode oogrand.
Snavel dieprood met zwarte subterminale ‘ring’ en klei-
ne, lichte punt. Poot zeer donker (donkergrijs).

GELUID In Nederland alleen op Strabrechtse Heide
gehoord. Zowel hier als in Zwillbrocker Venn regelma-
tig hard, lachend geluid voortbrengend, duidelijk te
onderscheiden van geluid van aanwezige Kokmeeuwen
en (enkele) Zwartkopmeeuwen (Zwillbrocker Venn).
GEDRAG Voor gedrag in Zwillbrocker Venn, zie boven.

Determinatie

De combinatie van kenmerken in verenkleed en
naakte delen sluit alle andere soorten uit, waar-
onder Franklins Meeuw L pipixcan, waarmee
soms verwarring mogelijk is. De belangrijkste
kenmerken die op Lachmeeuw wijzen zijn het
formaat (iets groter dan Kokmeeuw), de zeer
lange vleugels, de lange en iets ‘afhangende’
snavel, de zwarte kopkap met duidelijke witte
tekening boven en onder het oog, de donkergrij-
ze mantel en de rode snavelkleur en donkergrij-
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ze pootkleur (Grant 1986, Jonsson 1997, Svens-
son et al 2000).

Bespreking

Na eerdere gevallen te Harderwijk, Gelderland,
van 25 september tot midden oktober 1993
(Ebels & van Heusden 1999) en te Groningen,
Groningen, van 22 augustus tot 20 oktober 1997
(Olthoff 1997, 1998) betekenen de waarnemin-
gen in 2000-02 het derde geval voor Nederland
(van den Berg & Bosman 2001). Vanwege de
onderlinge afstand (zowel in tijd als plaats) tus-
sen de Nederlandse waarnemingen in de zomer
van 2000, en de wetenschap dat de (inmiddels)
geringde vogel van het Zwillbrocker Venn in De
Bijland opdook mag worden aangenomen dat
het hier steeds hetzelfde exemplaar betreft. Dit
geldt ook voor de waarneming bij het Beuven,
hoewel daar de aanwezigheid van ringen niet
werd (of kon worden) vastgesteld. Voor deze
aanname bestaan bovendien nog andere aanwij-
zingen. Zo hadden de waarnemingen steeds
betrekking op een adulte vogel en werden de
waarnemingen gedaan op afstanden van meer
dan 100 km van de Noordzee, terwijl de soort in
Noord-Amerika relatief weinig buiten de kust-
strook wordt gezien (Cramp & Simmons 1983).
Uit onderzoek aan geringde en gezenderde adul-
te Lachmeeuwen is overigens wel gebleken dat
exemplaren op foerageervluchten regelmatig tot
40 km en bij uitzondering zelfs tot 90 km landin-
waarts van de broedkolonie kunnen worden
waargenomen (Dosch 2003). Als dwaalgast is de
soort in het binnenland van Europa evenwel een
zeldzame verschijning. Zo werden in Frankrijk
tot en met 1998 van in totaal 19 gevallen er
slechts twee ver in het binnenland vastgesteld
(Dubois et al 2000). In Brittannié gaat het op een
totaal van 94 gevallen (tot en met 2003) om c vijf
in het binnenland (Pete Fraser in litt). Het is wat
dat betreft opmerkelijk dat de twee eerdere
Nederlandse gevallen evenmin nabij de Noord-
zee of Waddenzee plaatsvonden. Hoogendoorn
& Steinhaus (1990) suggereerden dat sommige
Lachmeeuwen in hun eerste winter Europa berei-
ken en daarna blijven rondzwerven in het
Noordzeegebied. Men kan daarom stellen dat de
meeste gevallen in het Noordzeegebied aan een
klein aantal rondzwervende vogels kunnen wor-
den toegeschreven. Deze veronderstelling wordt
ondersteund door het hoge aantal zomergevallen
van adulte exemplaren in Noordwest-Europa.
Daarnaast is het opmerkelijk dat in Europa van
Lachmeeuw meerdere gevallen van jaarlijks
terugkerende exemplaren bekend zijn. Dit is
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onder meer ook bekend van Kleine Kokmeeuw
L philadelphia, Ringsnavelmeeuw L delawarensis
en Grote Burgemeester L hyperboreus.

De Duitse waarnemingen in het Zwillbrocker
Venn zijn als derde geval voor Duitsland de boe-
ken ingegaan, na eerdere gevallen van een adul-
te vogel in Rieselfelder Minster, Nordrhein-
Westfalen, op 3 april 1997 (ook ver in het
binnenland) en een eerste-winter op Husum,
Schleswig-Holstein, op 28 en 29 november
1999. De overige bovengenoemde gevallen zijn
momenteel nog in behandeling bij de Duitse
dwaalgastencommissie (Peter Barthel in litt).

Dankzij de kleurringen die de Duits/Neder-
landse vogel in 2001 kreeg kan hij als ‘test-case’
fungeren waarbij vervolgwaarnemingen inzicht
kunnen verschaffen over zijn verplaatsingen. Zo
zou de waarneming van een adulte Lachmeeuw
met een metalen ring aan de rechter tibia te San
Remo, Liguria, ltali€, van 18 januari tot eind
februari 2004 (Dutch Birding 26: 204, 2004)
dezelfde vogel kunnen betreffen mits hij inmid-
dels zijn kleurring had verloren. Het verliezen
van kleurringen komt bij meeuwen namelijk nu
en dan voor (Frank Majoor pers meded).
Overigens betrof het hier het eerste geval van
deze soort voor ltalié (Andrea Corso in litt). Op
basis van de foto’s kan de ring helaas niet worden
afgelezen. Er is afgezien van de vogel van het
Zwillbrocker Venn maar één ander geval bekend
van een Lachmeeuw die in Europa werd geringd.
Het betreft de eerste-winter vogel van Husum in
1999, die aan zijn linker tarsus van een metalen
ring werd voorzien (Andreas Buchheim in litt).

Dankwoord

Hierbij wil ik Andreas Buchheim en Martin
Gottschling bedanken voor informatie en het ter
beschikking stellen van foto’s van de vogel van
het Zwillbrocker Venn. Daarnaast was de hulp
van Peter Barthel (Deutsche Seltenheitenkommis-
sion), Max Berlijn (CDNA), Andrea Corso
(Comitato Italiano Rarita), Carl Derks, Harvey
van Diek (SOVON), Adriaan Dijksen, Enno
Ebels, Pete Fraser (British Birds Rarities Commit-
tee), Ted Hoogendoorn, Jan-Erik Kikkert, Frank
Majoor (SOVON), Bert Pieterson, Arjen Poel-
mans, Ivo Seelen, Henk Sierdsema (SOVON),
Gerard Steinhaus en Stef Waasdorp onontbeer-
lijk. Fred Hustings (SOVON) voorzag een eerde-
re versie van een kritische noot.

Summary

LAUGHING GULL IN THE NETHERLANDS AND GERMANY IN
2000-02 In July-August 2000, late October 2001 and
early April 2002, an adult Laughing Gull Larus atricilla



was observed at several inland sites in the eastern half
of the Netherlands. The same bird was also present in a
Black-headed Gull L ridibundus colony ¢ 1 km across
the border in Germany at Zwillbrocker Venn, Nord-
rhein-Westfalen, during the breeding seasons of 2001
and 2002. Here, the bird was ringed in June 2001 (right
leg; tarsus: white colour ring, tibia: aluminium ring).
These rings confirmed that the Dutch record of
October 2001 concerned the same bird. Moreover,
because of the (relative) proximity in both space and
time, the Dutch rarities committee (CDNA) considers
all records to relate to the same bird, which constitutes
the third record for both Germany and the Netherlands.
The extreme rarity of the species in mainland Europe
and the fact that all observations of this individual were
well inland have also been taken into account.

A case can also be made for the hypothesis that most
records of Laughing Gulls in the North Sea area can be
attributed to a small number of ‘wandering’ birds. This
is supported by the relatively high number of summer
records of adult birds in north-western Europe. Now
that the Dutch/German bird has been colour-ringed,
repeat sightings may clarify this aspect of the species’
occurrence in Europe. The first ltalian record in
January-February 2004 of an adult bird with a metal
ring on its right tibia might have concerned the same
individual (assuming it had lost its colour ring, which
happens occasionally in gulls).
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Ruim 33 jaar oude Stormmeeuw in
Groningen

Op 26 december 1988 ontdekte Klaas van Dijk,
op zoek naar geringde Kokmeeuwen Larus ridi-
bundus, een Stormmeeuw L canus canus bij de
Korrebrug in de stad Groningen, Groningen. De
vogel droeg een metalen ring aan het rechter
loopbeen. Met een telescoop kon het opschrift
worden afgelezen (Zoologisk Museum Copen-
hagen 5003247). Hij bleek op 24 juni 1970 als
nestjong door Lars Halling Serensen te zijn
geringd op het eiland Amager bij Kopenhagen,
Sjeelland, Denemarken. KvD zag de vogel op
dezelfde plek op 27 december 1988 en 5 en 13
februari 1989. Daarna duurde het meer dan zes
jaar voordat hij weer werd gezien. Op 6 augus-

[Dutch Birding 26: 301-304, 2004]

tus 1995 zag KvD hem op dezelfde plek en
opnieuw op 18 juli 1996. Weer ruim vier jaar
later, op 18 oktober 2000, ontdekte Derick
Hiemstra hem op een botensteiger bij Kaap
Hoorn langs het Hoornsemeer ¢ 6.5 km ten zuid-
zuidwesten van de Korrebrug en nog net in de
provincie Groningen. DH zag hem hier eveneens
op 24 oktober en 30 november 2000 en op 25
februari 2001. Uit de winter van 2001/02 ontbre-
ken waarnemingen maar op 22 juli 2002 zag DH
hem weer bij de Korrebrug. KvD zag hem hier
op 29 september en daarna ontdekte DH hem op
12 oktober langs de Kardingerplas, Groningen,
1.5 km ten noordoosten van de Korrebrug en op
30 oktober weer bij Kaap Hoorn. DH zag hem
hier op 17 en 24 november en op 2 december
2002. Kort daarna viel de winter in en ving een
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vorstperiode aan. We vonden nogal wat dode
meeuwen en vreesden dat ‘onze’ vogel ook het
loodje had gelegd maar DH zag hem weer op 24
januari 2003 bij Kaap Hoorn. Vanaf 17 decem-
ber 2003 zagen we hem regelmatig langs het
Hoornsemeer, en wel op 18 (DH & KvD), 27 en
29 (Rudy Offereins) en 30 december 2003 (KvD).
In 2004 werd hij gezien op vier dagen in januari,
acht dagen in februari en vier dagen in maart; de
laatste datums waren 24 (DH) en 25 maart 2004
(KvD). Tussen de ringdatum en (voorlopig) laatste
waarneemdatum liggen 33 jaren, negen maan-
den en één dag.

De bejaarde Stormmeeuw is vanaf december
1988 in zes van de in totaal zestien winter-
seizoenen (1988/89 tot en met 2003/04) in
Groningen gezien. Het aantal waarneemdagen
verschilt van één (1995/96 en 1996/97) tot 21
(2003/04). Hoewel de jaarlijkse afleesinspanning
in en rond de stad sinds 1986 ongeveer gelijk is,
is de laatste jaren veel meer tijd besteed aan het
aflezen bij Kaap Hoorn. Véo6r 1986 was de
afleesinspanning in de stad veel minder.

Uiterlijk en gedrag

In de winter van 2003/04 is de vogel vaak lange
tijd geobserveerd en uitvoerig bestudeerd. Op
basis van grootte ging het naar alle waarschijn-
lijkheid om een vrouwtje. In directe vergelijking
met andere Stormmeeuwen zag het verenkleed er
niet geheel gaaf uit: het leek minder glanzend en
sommige veren leken niet meer helemaal goed. In
februari werd gezien dat minimaal één staartpen
ontbrak. De kopvlekking week niet noemens-
waardig af van andere aanwezige adult-winter
Stormmeeuwen. De poten waren grijsblauwach-
tig groen en de snavel was groenig met een vrij
brede donkere subterminale band. Van Storm-
meeuwen is bekend dat de kleur van de naakte
delen in de winter per individu nogal kan varié-
ren maar het is onbekend in hoeverre leeftijd
hierbij een rol speelt. Het voorhoofd leek wat
ingevallen, waardoor de snavel wat stakerig over-
kwam. De ogen waren wat waterig en het rech-
teroog was fletser dan het linkeroog. De vogel
liep moeizaam, vooral met de rechterpoot. De
pootgewrichten leken nogal stram en dit is naar
alle waarschijnlijkheid de reden dat ze niet meer
soepel kon lopen. Ze had moeite met het poot-
krabben van de kopveren, vooral met de rechter-
poot. In directe vergelijking met andere Storm-
meeuwen ging het poetsen langzaam en leek het
met de nodige voorzichtigheid te worden uit-
gevoerd. Ook het vleugelstrekken werd veel tra-
ger uitgevoerd dan bij andere Stormmeeuwen.
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Op sommige dagen zat de vogel al één tot
twee uur voor zonsondergang op de steiger maar
op andere dagen arriveerde ze pas rond zonson-
dergang. In een enkel geval vloog ze vlak voor
donker op en verdween naar de slaapplaats op
het nabijgelegen Paterswoldsemeer, Drenthe,
maar vaak bleef ze zitten tot het bijna donker
was. Het is niet bekend of ze op de steiger bleef
slapen of dat altijd op het Paterswoldsemeer
werd geslapen. Ze pleisterde zowel tussen ande-
re meeuwen op één van de steigers als solitair op
één van de vele aanlegpaaltjes die tussen de stei-
gers in het water staan.

Ringdetails

De waarneming van een vrijlevende Storm-
meeuw van 33 jaar en negen maanden is de
oudste melding voor Europa (Staav 1998, 2001,
archief Nederlandse Ringcentrale; Kjeld Peder-
sen, Kalev Rattiste & Roland Staav in litt). Er zijn
buiten Groningen geen waarnemingen bekend
van deze vogel. Het is dus niet bekend of en, zo
ja, waar de vogel broedt. De metalen ring is na
al die tijd nog redelijk goed leesbaar maar wel
zichtbaar flink gesleten en aardig dun. Destijds
werden Deense Stormmeeuwen geringd met rin-
gen van aluminium gemengd met zink. In de
jaren 1960 en begin jaren 1970 bevond zich op
Amager een kolonie van 1000-en broedparen
maar in de jaren 1980 is deze kolonie verdwe-
nen door grootschalig afschot op en rond het
nabijgelegen vliegveld en predatie door Vossen
Vulpes vulpes. Momenteel broeden in de omge-
ving van Amager nog hooguit 500 paren op het
eiland Saltholm en minder dan 400 op Holme So
bij Brendby Strand (Kjeld Pedersen in litt).

In de databank van de Nederlandse Ring-
centrale (stand 5 april 2004) bevinden zich 18
Stormmeeuwen die 25 jaar of ouder werden, met
leeftijden van 25 (5), 26 (6), 27 (2), 29 (2), 30 (1),
32 (1) en 33 jaar (dit geval). De op één na oudste
vogel was op 16 juni 1970 als nestjong geringd
in de duinen bij Schoorl, Noord-Holland, en
werd op 9 mei 2003 bij Texel, Noord-Holland,
vers dood gevonden, 32 jaren, 10 maanden en
23 dagen na de ringdatum. De op twee na oud-
ste vogel was op 10 juni 1955 geringd als nest-
jong bij Castricum, Noord-Holland, en werd op
15 februari 1986 op Wieringen, Noord-Holland,
dood gevonden, 30 jaren, acht maanden en vijf
dagen na de ringdatum. Van de 18 vogels van
minimaal 25 jaar oud zijn er maar liefst 11 waar-
van de ring bij levende vogels in het veld werd
afgelezen. Daarnaast is er een exemplaar dat op
5 juli 1973 als nestjong werd geringd in de dui-
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438 Stormmeeuw / Common Gull Larus canus canus, Hoornsemeer, Groningen, eind december 2003 (Rudy
Offereins). Deze vogel werd geringd in Sjeelland, Denemarken, op 24 juni 1970; op het moment dat deze foto
werd gemaakt was de vogel 33 jaar en 6 maanden oud.

nen bij Zandvoort, Noord-Holland, en dat op 17
december 2002 door een ringer werd gevangen
nabij Hoogstraten, Antwerpen, Belgig, 29 jaren,
vijff maanden en 12 dagen na de ringdatum.
Vermeldenswaard is dat DH de ring van een
andere 29-jarige Stormmeeuw heeft afgelezen.
Deze werd op 22 juni 1971 als nestjong geringd
in de duinen bij Schoorl en op 16 juli 2000 door
DH in Schoorl gezien, 29 jaren en 24 dagen na
de ringdatum. Alle 12 meldingen van levende
vogels hebben betrekking op exemplaren die in
of na 1969 zijn geboren en het is goed mogelijk
dat ze nog in leven zijn. Gezien het relatief hoge
aandeel ringaflezingen van nog levende indivi-
duen bij de terugmeldingen is het waarschijnlijk
dat in de toekomst Stormmeeuwen worden
teruggemeld die ouder zijn dan het in dit artikel
besproken geval.

De voor zover bekend op één na oudste Storm-
meeuw uit andere Europese landen werd 31 jaren
en ruim negen maanden na het ringen voor het
laatst gezien. Deze was op 24 juni 1960 als nest-
jong geringd in het Kandalaksha-natuurreservaat
op het Kola-schiereiland, Rusland, en werd op 30
maart 1992 voor het laatst vastgesteld in Kopen-
hagen (Kjeld Pedersen in litt). In januari 1987 was
deze vogel in Kopenhagen gevangen, opnieuw
geringd en tevens van een kleurring voorzien.
Daarna werd hij in januari-maart 1990 en in
januari 1991 ook bij Motala, Ostergotland,
Zweden, gezien.

Verspreiding en voorkomen

Stormmeeuw is een vrij talrijke broedvogel in
Nederland, voornamelijk langs de Noordzeekust,
en een zeer talrijke wintergast; het overgrote deel
broedt in landen rond de Oostzee tot ver ooste-
lijk in noordelijk Rusland (Koopman 1988, 1989,
Bijlsma et al 2001). In de stad Groningen over-
winteren tegenwoordig 100-en Stormmeeuwen
die hoofdzakelijk afhankelijk zijn van voedsel
dat door de mens beschikbaar wordt gesteld.
Daarnaast pleisteren 1000-en Stormmeeuwen op
weilanden rondom de stad. Ze slapen ’s nachts
op het Paterswoldsemeer, waar de aantallen kun-
nen oplopen tot meer dan 5000 met een zelfde
aantal andere meeuwen (Boekema et al 1983,
Bonder 1999). De botensteiger bij Kaap Hoorn
wordt in de zomermaanden door plezierboten
gebruikt. In de loop van de herfst verdwijnen
deze boten en wordt de steiger met een groot
hekwerk afgesloten. In de maanden daarna
gebruiken meeuwen de steiger als poets- en rust-
plaats, vooral in de tweede helft van de middag.
Meestal verdwijnen ze in de avondschemering
van de steiger naar de slaapplaats op het
Paterswoldsemeer. Tegen de avond kan het aan-
tal Stormmeeuwen op de steiger oplopen tot
300-500. De jarenlange ringaflezingen in en
rond de stad Groningen hebben duidelijk
gemaakt dat de overwinterende Stormmeeuwen
uit verschillende landen rond de Oostzee komen
(cf van Dijk 1990). Er is sprake van een zekere
plaatstrouw maar er zijn ook behoorlijk wat
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exemplaren die slechts één winterseizoen wor-
den gezien. Andere worden twee of meer winters
achtereen waargenomen en weer andere worden
na een kennelijke afwezigheid van meerdere
winters plotseling weer vastgesteld. Een zelfde
fenomeen is bekend bij Stormmeeuwen die in
Kopenhagen overwinteren (Kjeld Pedersen in
litt). Het is dus niet uitzonderlijk dat de bejaarde
Stormmeeuw met flinke tussenpozen in Gronin-
gen is gezien.

Ouderdomsrecords bij andere Europese
meeuwensoorten

Een volledig overzicht van ouderdomsrecords bij
andere meeuwen valt buiten de reikwijdte van
dit artikel maar er kunnen wel enkele vergelijkin-
gen worden getrokken. Hierbij moet worden
aangetekend dat de kans om oude exemplaren te
ontdekken sterk afhangt van het aantal geringde
exemplaren en van het aantal teruggevonden of
afgelezen exemplaren per soort. Dit laatste heeft
weer een duidelijke relatie met (de toegankelijk-
heid van) het verspreidingsgebied in zomer en
winter. Van verschillende Europese meeuwen
zijn ondertussen één of meer gevallen bekend
van individuen ouder dan 30 jaar. Onderstaand
overzicht is ontleend aan Staav (1998, 2001,
2004) en heeft betrekking op als nestjong gering-
de individuen, tenzij anders vermeld. De oudste
in Nederland geringde Zilvermeeuw L argentatus
werd 34 jaren en bijna 10 maanden na het rin-
gen dood teruggevonden (Vinkentouw 97: 47,
2002), een Kleine Mantelmeeuw L fuscus uit
Brittannié werd na 32 jaren en acht maanden
dood teruggemeld en een in de voormalige
Sovjet-Unie geringde Dunbekmeeuw L genei
werd ruim 31 jaar. Ook enkele Kokmeeuwen
werden 30 jaren of ouder, onder andere één uit
Finland en minimaal twee uit Nederland. De
oudste Kokmeeuw in Nederland werd minimaal
32 jaar (geringd als ouder dan tweede-kalender-
jaar in mei 1972, voor het laatst afgelezen in mei
2002; René Oosterhuis in litt). Een in Brittannié
geboren Drieteenmeeuw Rissa tridactyla werd na
ruim 28 jaar het slachtoffer van een olieramp en
een Grote Mantelmeeuw L marinus in Finland
vond na 26 jaar de dood door afschot.

Uit het bovenstaande kan geconcludeerd wor-
den dat de maximale leeftijd bij diverse soorten
meeuwen in dezelfde orde ligt als de bejaarde
Stormmeeuw van dit artikel. Daarnaast is de laat-
ste 20 jaar de afleesintensiteit sterk toegenomen

en is pas de laatste decennia het gebruik van sta-
len ringen in plaats van de sneller slijtende alu-
minium ringen gebruikelijk geworden. Het valt
daarom te verwachten dat in de toekomst het
aantal meldingen van meeuwen met een hoge
leeftijd zal toenemen.
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Summary

COoMMON GuLL IN GRONINGEN MORE THAN 33 YEARS OLD
Since 1988, a ringed Common Gull Larus canus canus
has been regularly observed in and around the city of
Groningen, Groningen, the Netherlands. The first obser-
vation was on 26 December 1988, followed by sight-
ings in the winters of 1995/96, 1996/97, 2000/01,
2002/03 and 2003/04. So far, the last observation was
on 25 March 2004. The bird, presumably a female, was
ringed as a nestling on 24 June 1970 on Amager,
Sjeelland, Denmark, 33 years, nine months and one day
before the last sighting. This recovery constitutes the
oldest Common Gull for Europe. Other records of old
Common Gulls are summarized and a brief comparison
is made with longevity in other European gull species.
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Probable escapes in the Netherlands:
part 2

After my publication documenting probable esca-
pes observed in the Netherlands (Ebels 1996),
| have continued to collect information on sight-
ings of contentious species. Most have been
reported to the Dutch Birding birdline, were
reported directly to me upon a request on the bul-
letin board of the Dutch section of EuroBirdNet
(EBNNL), or were taken from websites of local
birding groups. An overview of new reports is
presented here. Most are from 1996-2003 but
also a few earlier reports have become known to
me after the first publication and are now includ-
ed, as well as a few from 2004. For background
information, see Ebels (1996). Not included are
species for which there is little or no discussion
that all sightings relate to escapes, such as parrots
and parakeets, bulbuls, laughing-thrushes, minlas,
mynas and most (other) tropical African,
Australian-Pacific and South American (near-)pas-
serines. Also excluded are proven escapes wear-
ing one or more rings, leather strings and/or bells.
Examples are Spur-winged Lapwing Vanellus spi-
nosus (a ringed bird at various sites in Noord-
Holland in late July 2003 and two ringed birds at
Stolwijk, Zuid-Holland, in late October 2003),
Saker Falcons Falco cherrug (eg, ringed birds at
Eemshaven, Groningen, in April 2001, at Harlin-
gen and Surch (Zurich), Friesland, in August 2001
and near Leiden, Zuid-Holland, in early January
2004) and two Alpine Choughs Pyrrhocorax gra-
culus (one ringed bird) at Borculo, Overijssel, in
early March 1997. Without such signs of captive
origin, these birds might have been included in
the list below.

It should be noted that reports of species seen
with some frequency and generally regarded as
escapes (eg, Yellow-billed Grosbeak Eophona
migratoria, Desert Finch Rhodospiza obsoleta and
Long-tailed Rosefinch Uragus sibiricus) are rarely
submitted to the Dutch rarities committee
(CDNA), and observers can hardly be ‘blamed’ for
not doing so. As a consequence, for species like
these it is difficult to judge the identification and
to uphold the distinction between reports (unsub-
stantiated) and records (‘identification accepted’).
An additional problem is that many suspected
escapes are not well studied by observers and that
literature to identify them is sometimes hard to
find. However, the increasing number of popular
monographs covering all species of certain fami-
lies helps to overcome that problem and makes
observers aware of confusion species.

[Dutch Birding 26: 305-314, 2004]

Reports without description, photographs or
other documentation available to me have been
placed between square brackets. It is indicated
whether reports have been submitted to CDNA
and, of these, only the ones are listed of which
the identification has been confirmed by the
CDNA. All other reports have not (yet) been sub-
mitted. The numbers after each species refer to
1 the number of individuals in Ebels (1996), and
2 the number of individuals listed in this paper
(including the reports between square brackets).

Trumpeter Swan / Trompetzwaan

Cygnus buccinator (0,1)

31 May to 27 June 2004, Sophiapolder, Oostburg,
Zeeland, adult, unringed, photographed (P Dhaluin
et al).

Emperor Goose / Keizergans

Anser canagicus (0,4+)

24 January to 15 February 1983, Maatweg, Lelystad,
and Meerkoetweg, Zeewolde, Flevoland, adult,
unringed (submitted) (K J Eigenhuis, N Marra sr et
al).

6 February 1999, Den Bommel, Middelharnis, Zuid-
Holland, photographed (A B van den Berg, S Moss,
W Oddie).

[February 1999, Hank, Werkendam, Noord-Brabant,
adult (Q L Slings).]

15 October 2001, Oostvaardersplassen, Lelystad,
Flevoland, adult (C Mulder, H Remmen, ] Remmen
et al).

There have been more reports of this species but they

are rarely documented, let alone submitted; confusion

with several types of Anser hybrids can be a pitfall. In
recent years, several single birds have been seen in
south-western Friesland, including one wearing a small
green ring; other birds, however, were unringed (Trinus
Haitjema in litt).

Cinnamon Teal / Kaneeltaling

Anas cyanoptera (0,15+)

18 February 1995, Gansooiense Uiterwaard, Waalwijk,
Noord-Brabant, male (A Kolen).

[28 July 1997 and 18 February 1998, Klotputten,
Eindhoven, Eindhoven, Noord-Brabant (T Geerts et
al).]

9-20 December 1999, Starrevaart, Leidschendam-
Voorburg, Zuid-Holland, male (submitted; identifica-
tion accepted) (M Berlijn et al).

[16 January to 21 April 2002, Kraaijenbergseplas,
Uden, Noord-Brabant, male (H van Diek, E van
Winden, F Aarts et al).]

13 April 2002, Steenwaard, Houten, Utrecht, male
(G Ottens, A van Kleunen).

23-26 April 2002, Nederweert, Limburg, male, un-
ringed, videoed (submitted; identification accepted)
(M Berlijn et al).

26 June to 14 July 2002, Ezumakeeg, Dongeradeel,
Friesland, male (R Cazemier et al).
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439 Trumpeter Swan / Trompetzwaan Cygnus buccinator, adult, Sophiapolder, Zeeland, 27 June 2004 (Pieter
Dhaluin) 440 Emperor Goose / Keizergans Anser canagicus and Barnacle Geese / Brandganzen Branta leucopsis,
Den Bommel, Zuid-Holland, 6 February 1999 (Armoud B van den Berg) 441 Cinnamon Teal / Kaneeltaling Anas

cyanoptera, first-year male, De Bijland, Gelderland, 19 October 2002 (Rik Winters)

442 Cinnamon Teal /

Kaneeltaling Anas cyanoptera, second-year male, De Bijland, Gelderland, 28 September 2003 (Rik Winters).
Probably the same bird as in plate 441.

18-19 October 2002, De Bijland, Rijnwaarden, Gelder-
land, juvenile or first-winter male, unringed, photo-
graphed (A Poelmans, R Winters et al).

29 December 2002 to 5 January 2003, Kraaijenbergse-
plas, Uden, Noord-Brabant, adult male (L Ballering,
R Winters et al).

13 December 2002 to 27 June 2003, Vliet and Starre-
vaart, Leidschendam-Voorburg, Zuid-Holland, male,
photographed (A Zevenhoven, A de Groot et al).

[26-27 January 2003, Abtskolk, Petten, Zijpe, Noord-
Holland, adult male (M Dekker, M van Zweeden,
L Edelaar).]

17 March 2003, Burgum (Bergum), Tytsjerksteradiel,
Friesland, male, photographed (H van Kampen).

28 September 2003, De Bijland, Rijnwaarden, Gelder-
land, second calendar-year male, unringed, photo-
graphed (R Winters).
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7 December 2003, De Bijland, Rijnwaarden, Gelder-
land, female (R Winters).
[1-3 June 2004, Engelsche Werk, Zwolle, Overijssel,
male (L Steen).]
The sightings at Kraaijenbergseplas could well relate to
the same individual, as may be the case for the sight-
ings in 1999 and 2002-03 at Starrevaart. In addition, a
male was reported at Schildmeer, Slochteren, Gronin-
gen on 29 May 2003, and there are several older
reports without full details. A bird at Broekpolder, Zuid-
Holland, on 6 May 2001 showed clear indications of
captive origin (one shorter wing; Ben Gaxiola pers
comm). A pair has apparently been present near Zwolle
and Hattem, Overijssel, since 2001-02 and the male at
Engelsche Werk in June 2004 may have been one of
this pair (Lennaert Steen in litt).
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443-444 Turkey Vulture / Roodkopgier Cathartes aura, Ellerhuizen, Groningen, 21 June 2000 (Theo Bakker/
Cursorius) 445 American Black Vulture / Zwarte Gier Coragyps atratus, Knardijk, Oostvaardersplassen, Flevoland,

20 May 1997 (Wim Jautze)

446 American Black Vultures / Zwarte Gieren Coragyps atratus, Knardijk,

Oostvaardersplassen, Flevoland, 20 May 1997 (Wim Jautze)

Pink-backed Pelican / Kleine Pelikaan
Pelecanus rufescens (2,3+)

10-12 September 1985, Bantpolder, Dongeradeel,
Friesland, immature, photographed (K van Dijken).
20 August to 19 September 2000, Oostpolder, Haren,

Groningen, and 27 September 2000, Veenhuizer-
stukken, Stadskanaal, Groningen, immature, photo-
graphed (E Koops et al; Grauwe Gors 28: 159, 2000).
19 September to at least 11 December 2001, Wedder-
bergen and Blijham, Bellingwedde, Groningen,
adult, photographed (H Lanters et al).
In addition, in 2000, a bird was reported at Kekerdom,
Ubbergen, Gelderland, on 9 August and possibly the
same individual at Epe, Gelderland, on 29 August.
Between 10 July and at least 29 August 2001, a bird
was seen at various localities along the lJssel river,
Overijssel/Gelderland. On 26 September 2001, one
was reported flying past Den Haag, Zuid-Holland.

Riippell’s Griffon Vulture / Riippells Gier
Gyps rueppellii (0,1)

20 April 2004, Schoonhoven, Zuid-Holland, and 21-

22 April 2004, Reeuwijk, Zuid-Holland, and 22 April
2004, Gouda, and Lage Bergsche Bos, Rotterdam,
Zuid-Holland, adult, photographed, videoed (N van
Duivendijk, E B Ebels et al).
This bird was unringed. It was reported to be an escape
from a bird trader in Apeldoorn, Gelderland, who had
apparently lost one during transport on 20 April 2004.
Proven escapes were a bird with two leather strings
photographed at Pieterburen, Groningen, on 5-6 May
2004, presumably the same bird with two leather
strings over Huisduinen and Middenmeer, Wieringer-
meer, Noord-Holland, on 1 June, and a bird photo-
graphed in a garden at Roosendaal, Noord-Brabant, on
31 May and 1 June 2004.
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447-448 Ruppell’s Griffon Vulture / Riippells Gier Gyps rueppellii, Reeuwijk, Zuid-Holland, 21 April 2004
(Leo J R Boon/Cursorius)
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Turkey Vulture / Roodkopgier

Cathartes aura (0,4+)

From 23 April to 26 November 2000, two to three differ-
ent birds were reported throughout the Netherlands, of
which four sightings were submitted and considered to
relate to escapes: 23 April, Achterhoek, Gelderland; 29
April, Wilsum, Ifsselmuiden, Overijssel; 30 April,
Monster, Zuid-Holland (D Laponder); 1 May, Werk-
hoven, Bunnik, Utrecht, subadult (J Scharringa);
5-6 May, Oostvoorne, Westvoorne, Zuid-Holland
(identification accepted, considered escape; cf Dutch
Birding 23: 343, 2001) (D Kok et al); 13 May, Stroe
and Den Oever, Wieringen, Noord-Holland, photo-
graphed, (identification accepted, considered escape;
cf Dutch Birding 23: 343, 2001) (M de Jonge); 13 May,
Bakkeveen, Friesland; 14 May, Haren, Groningen;
14 May, Eemshaven, Eemsmond, Groningen, photo-
graphed (R Offereins, E Koops et al); 14-16 May, Texel,
Noord-Holland; 24 May, Rosmalen, ‘s-Hertogenbosch,
Noord-Brabant; 3-4 June, Hartwert (Hartwerd), Wan-
seradiel, Friesland; 8-27 June, Vlieland, Friesland, pho-
tographed (C Zuhorn et al); 16 June, Maassluis, Maas-
sluis, Zuid-Holland; 21 June, Ellerhuizen, Groningen,
Groningen, photographed (T Bakker); 28 June to 19
July, Paddepoel, Groningen, Groningen, adult (identifi-
cation accepted, considered escape; cf Dutch Birding
23: 343, 2001) (A de Bruin, J-A de Roos et al); 27-29
July, Breezanddijk, Winseradliel, Friesland; 4 August,
Ouddorp, Goedereede, Zuid-Holland, adult (identifi-
cation accepted, considered escape; cf Dutch Birding
23: 343, 2001); 8-9 August, Lauwersmeer, De Marne,
Groningen; 8-23 October, Anjum and Bantpolder,
Dongeradeel, Friesland; 26 November to early December,
Eenrum and Uithuizermeden, Eemsmond, Groningen.

[25 June 2001, Diemen, Diemen, Noord-Holland
(R Sjouken).]

[3 October 2003, Markweg, Strijbeek, Breda, Noord-
Brabant, photographed and filmed (A van Dun).]

At least two observations in 2000 concerned birds that

showed considerable damage in one wing, indicative

of captive origin.

American Black Vulture / Zwarte Gier

Coragyps atratus (0,3)

20 May 1997, Knardijk, Oostvaardersplassen, Lelystad,
Flevoland, two, photographed (submitted) (W Jautze et
al).

2 June 1997, Breede Water, Westvoorne, Zuid-Holland
(B Brieffies, A Buhr et al).

[Barbary Falcon / Barbarijse Valk

Falco pelegrinoides (0,1)

7-11 April 1997, De Cocksdorp, Texel, Noord-Holland,
adult (A Wassink).]

Japanese Quail / Japanse Kwartel

Coturnix japonica (0,1)

14-17 July 1988, De Haukes, Wieringermeer, Noord-
Holland, male, calling, sound-recorded (identifica-
tion accepted, considered escape) (O de Vries, ] van
Dorland, K J Eigenhuis).
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Grey-headed Swamp-hen / Grijskoppurperkoet

Porphyrio poliocephalus (0,1)

21 December 1988 to 15 February 1989, Schudde-
beurs, Schouwen-Duiveland, Zeeland, photograph-
ed (identification accepted, considered escape)
(H van der Tuin, G M Janse, T C J Sluijter et al; Ebels
et al 1999, Dutch Birding 21: 328, 1999).

This record was fully documented by Ebels et al (1999).

It most probably concerned the nominate subspecies

P p poliocephalus, which makes genuine vagrancy

extremely unlikely. A Grey-headed Swamp-hen observ-

ed in a garden at Venlo, Limburg, on 10 July 2001 was
wearing a ring and is therefore listed as an escape.

African Swamp-hen / Smaragdpurperkoet

Porphyrio madagascariensis (0,3)

22 July 1874, Amstelveen, Noord-Holland, adult male,
collected, skin retained at Nationaal Natuur-
historisch Museum Naturalis, Leiden (cf van den
Berg & Bosman 1999, 2001, Ebels et al 1999).

7 April 1939, Noordwijk aan Zee, Noordwijk, Zuid-
Holland, collected, skin retained at Nationaal
Natuurhistorisch Museum Naturalis, Leiden (cf van
den Berg & Bosman 1999, 2001).

5 February 1959, Naardermeer, Naarden, Noord-
Holland, adult male, found dead, skin retained at
ZMA, Amsterdam (cf van den Berg & Bosman 1999,
2001, Ebels et al 1999).

swamp-hen / purperkoet

Porphyrio (0,18)

In Ebels et al (1999), all 18 known swamp-hens
Porphyrio are listed, currently all treated as escapes.
This list includes 14 birds not identified to species
(the other four refer to Grey-headed Swamp-hen
(one) and African Swam-hen (three), see above),
including several most probably referring to African
Swamp-hen.

Blacksmith Lapwing / Smidsplevier

Vanellus armatus (0,3)

15-18 November 1995, Diermen, Putten, Gelderland
(R E van der Vliet et al).

27 August 1997, Westplaat, Westvoorne, Zuid-Hol-
land, photographed (R E van der Vliet, D Kok et al).

4 March 2001, Maasplassen, Roermond, Limburg,
photographed (L Kleijne, J-P Kleijne).

Kittlitz’s Plover / Herdersplevier

Charadrius pecuarius (0,1)

4-9 September 1999, Het Rutbeek, Enschede, Over-
ijssel, adult, photographed (identification accepted,
considered escape; cf Dutch Birding 22: 268, 2000)
(P Knolle et al; Birding World 12: 361, 1999, Dutch
Birding 21: 288, plate 308, 1999).

This bird showed a deformed bill and many irregulari-

ties in the wing feathers; combined with its very tame

behaviour and peculiar location — a recreation site
close to the German border — this led to the conclusion
that it was an escape, even though Kittlitz’s Plovers are
little known in captivity. The only record of a presumed
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wild individual in Europe (excluding Cyprus) concerns
a bird collected in Rogaland, Norway, in May 1913
(Snow & Perrins 1998, van den Berg 2003).

Egyptian Plover / Krokodilwachter

Pluvianus aegyptius (0,4+)

6-9 May 1996, Deestsche Waarden, Druten, Gelder-
land, photographed (identification accepted, con-
sidered escape) (R Lensink, H Veraart).

Spring 1995 and 12-15 May 1996, Zwaansmeerpad,
Krommeniedijk, Zaanstad, Noord-Holland, adult,
photographed (C van den Akker, M van den Akker,
P Zwitser).

Late June to at least 18 July 1999, De Bilt, Utrecht,
photographed (A van Kleunen, W Braaksma et al).
6-13 August 1999, Starrevaart, Leidschendam-Voor-
burg, Zuid-Holland, adult, found dead on last date,
photographed (R van Rossum et al; Duinstag 1999

(2):16-17).

The bird in Noord-Holland was reportedly present at

this locality in spring 1995 and disappeared in autumn,

to return one year later (C van den Akker & M van den

Akker in lit). In addition, one was reported at

Winterswijk, Gelderland, on 19 June 2000.

[African Collared Dove / 1zabeltortel

Streptopelia roseogrisea (0,2)

22 June 1989, Europoort, Rotterdam, Zuid-Holland,
first-year, trapped and ringed (ring number Arnhem
3.449.205) (N D van Swelm).

28 July 1989, Europoort, Rotterdam, Zuid-Holland,
second-year or older, trapped and ringed (ring num-
ber Arnhem 3.450.702) (N D van Swelm).

The locality of both birds could raise speculations

about ship-assisted passage rather than captive origin.]

Laughing Dove / Palmtortel
Streptopelia senegalensis (0,3+)

October 1966, ringing station Meijendel, Wassenaar,
Zuid-Holland, trapped, photographed (M J Tekke).
[28 March 1998, Breskens, Oostburg, Zeeland (Lilipaly

et al 2000).]
17 April 1999, Heeze, Heeze-Leende, Noord-Brabant
(submitted) (M Feenstra).
In addition, birds were reported at Reusel, Reusel-De
Mierden, Noord-Brabant, on 13 August 1983 and at
IJ/muiden, Velsen, Noord-Holland, on 24 September
2000.

Namaqua Dove / Maskerduif

Oena capensis (0,1)

18 August 2003, Zuurdijk, De Marne, Groningen,
male, photographed (H ] Freije).

[grackle / troepiaal

Quiscalus (0,1)

A bird photographed at Arnhem, Gelderland, on 12-13
December 1995 (Justin Jansen et al) was reported as
Great-tailed Grackle Q mexicanus. However, some
observers considered the identification not beyond
doubt and suggested that an African glossy-starling
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Lamprotornis may have been involved; the bird
showed a damaged tail, indicative of captive origin
(Roland van der Vliet in litt). Several glossy starlings
have been reported as escapes in recent years. In addi-
tion, a bird presumed to be either Great-tailed Grackle
or Boat-tailed Grackle Q major was reported at
Hongerige Wolf, Reiderland, Groningen, on 22 April
2000 (Justin Jansen in litt).]

Japanese Waxwing / Japanse Pestvogel

Bombycilla japonica (0,2)

5 June 1995, Midsland, Terschelling, Friesland (via
A Ouwerkerk).

23 June 1997, Northsea, 3 km north of Schiermonnik-
oog, Continentaal Plat, photographed (via B Feij).
The 1997 bird was seen on board the fishing boat

MS Sirryp.

Japanese Thrush / Zwartkaplijster

Turdus cardis (0,1)

30 April 1998, Hengelo, Hengelo, Overijssel, second-
year male, singing, videoed, sound-recorded (sub-
mitted) (R A de By, C Derks).

Chestnut Thrush / Kastanjelijster

Turdus rubrocanus (0,2)

August 1996, Almere,
(G Geertse).

June 2004, St Odilienberg, Ambt Montfort, Limburg,
male, singing, photographed (S Jansen, R Jansen).
The grey head of both birds indicates the nominate
(western) subspecies T r rubrocanus which is resident
in southern Central Asia from Pakistan to Sikkim, India.

Flevoland, photographed

Kessler’s Thrush / Kesslers Lijster

Turdus kessleri (0,1)

26-27 July 2001, Peelslenk, Deurne, Deurne, Noord-
Brabant, male, photographed () A H Verbraak).

Grey-backed Thrush / Grijsruglijster

Turdus hortulorum (1,1)

18-19 October 1998, Hortus Botanicus, Leiden, Zuid-
Holland, adult male (K de Jong et al).

A female showing obvious signs of captive origin pres-

ent in gardens at Boxtel, Noord-Brabant, from

December 1999 to at least 4 February 2000 was either

this species or Brown-headed T chrysolaus or Black-

breasted Thrush T dissimilis (Enno Ebels & Gerard

Steinhaus pers obs).

Pied Crow / Schildraaf

Corvus albus (0,1)

December 1995, Rhoon,
(R E van der Vliet et al).

Rotterdam, Zuid-Holland

Red-billed Quelea / Roodbekwever

Quelea quelea (0,2)

18 September 1998, Rottumeroog, Eemsmond, Gronin-
gen, male (R E van der Vliet et al).

2 October 2000, Robbenjager, Texel, Noord-Holland,
immature (E B Ebels et al).
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449 Blacksmith Lapwing / Smidsplevier Vanellus arma
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tus, Roermond, Limburg, 4 March 2001 (L Kleijne)

450 Chestnut Thrush / Kastanjelijster Turdus rubrocanus, St Odilienberg, Limburg, June 2004 (Steven Jansen)

451 Kessler’s Thrush / Kesslers Lijster Turdus kessleri, male, Deurne, Noord-Brabant, 27 July 2001 (J A H Verbraak)

452 Grey-capped Greenfinch / Chinese Groenling Chloris sinica, male, Rottumeroog, Groningen, 14 June 1997
(Koen van Dijken/Cursorius)

Brahminy Starling / Pagodespreeuw

Sturnus pagodarum (0,1)

8 May to mid-May 1994, Oost-Vlieland, Vlieland,
Friesland (C Zuhorn).

Red-billed Starling / Zijdespreeuw

Sturnus sericeus (0,5)

24 October 1996, Petten, Zijpe, Noord-Holland, photo-
graphed (D Kok, A van Kleunen).

31 December 1996 to early spring 1997, Nes,
Dongeradeel, Friesland, adult male, winter plumage,
photographed (submitted) (K Sars, E Douwma, O Tol).

30 April 1999, Maasvlakte, Rotterdam, Zuid-Holland,
photographed (R Hofland, M Scholte et al).

20 December 2002, Helmond, Helmond, Noord-
Brabant, photographed (M lven).

26 June to 14 August 2004, Rottumerplaat, Eemsmond,
Groningen, photographed (R Hovinga).

Purple-backed Starling / Daurische Spreeuw

Sturnus sturninus (0,2)

15 May 1999, Stevinsluizen, Den Oever, Wieringen,
Noord-Holland, male (identification accepted, con-
sidered escape; cf Dutch Birding 23: 344, 2001)
() van der Laan, R de Haas, L P Heemskerk et al).

5 November 1999, Duiven, Duiven, Gelderland, male,
photographed (identification accepted, considered
escape) (A ] Meeuwissen).

This species is on the Western Palearctic list on basis of

a first-year male shot at Lillestram near Oslo, Akershus,

Norway, on 29 September 1985 (cf Snow & Perrins

1998). An adult male on Fair Isle, Shetland, Scotland,

on 7-28 May 1985 (ringed on 21 May) was first admit-

ted to Category A of the British list but was later placed
in Category D1 because a captive origin was consider-

ed more likely than genuine vagrancy (cf Evans 1994,

British Ornithologists’ Union 1999). The second and
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453 Purple-backed Starling / Daurische Spreeuw Sturnus sturninus, Duiven, Gelderland, 5 November 1999 (A J

Meeuwissen) 454 Zijdespreeuw / Red-billed Starling Sturnus sericeus, Rottumerplaat, Groningen, August 2004

(Roelf Hovinga) 455 Long-tailed Rosefinch / Langstaartroodmus Uragus sibiricus, first-winter male, Hoek van

Holland, Zuid-Holland, 31 October 1999 (Arnoud B van den Berg) 456 Meadow Bunting / Weidegors Emberiza
cioides, Castenray, Limburg, 16 April 2000 (Patrick Palmen)

third British records, also placed in Category D1, con-
cern males at Ponteland, Northumberland, England,
from 26 August to 5 September 1997 and at Durness,
Highland, Scotland, on 24- 27 September 1998.

White-shouldered Starling / Mandarijnspreeuw

Sturnus sinensis (2,3)

22 November 1997, Usquert, Eemsmond, Groningen,
adult, photographed (T Bakker et al).

10 May 2001, Breskens, Oostburg, Zeeland (P M
Gnodde et al).

28 October 2002, Lauwersoog, De Marne, Groningen,
photographed (W E M van der Schot).

Grey-capped Greenfinch / Chinese Groenling

Chloris sinica (1,2)
14 June 1997, Rottumeroog, Eemsmond, Groningen,
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male, photographed (K van Dijken).

8-10 October 1999, Oostpunt, Vlieland, Friesland,
male, photographed (G J ter Haar, ] van der Laan,
F Ossendorp et al).

Yellow-billed Grosbeak / Witvleugeldikbek

Eophona migratoria (0,16+)

21 January 1997, Katwijk aan Zee, Katwijk, Zuid-
Holland, photographed (identification accepted,
considered escape; cf Dutch Birding 22: 269, 2000)
(M van der Bent).

[April 1997, Sloterpark, Amsterdam, Noord-Holland,
male, singing, photographed (L van der Veen).]

[4 May 1997, AW-duinen, Bloemendaal, Noord-Holland,
male, singing, photographed (L ) Edelaar et al).]

[6-12 May 1998, male and female, AW-duinen, Bloe-
mendaal/Zandvoort, Noord-Holland (M Kuiper).]



[17-18 May 1998, Hoornderbos en Noordvaarder,
Terschelling, Friesland (T Hek, A B van den Berg et
al).]

[19 May 1999, Breskens, Oostburg, Zeeland (Lilipaly et
al 2000).]

13 June 1999, Berkheide, Wassenaar, Zuid-Holland,
adult, singing (H Groen; Duinstag 1999 (2): 6-7).

Spring 1999, Oost-Maarland, Maastricht, Limburg, pair,
breeding (J Stoffels).

June 2000, Naardermeer, Naarden, Noord-Holland,
two adults and at least three young (fledged), photo-
graphed (H Kruitwagen, ] van Galen Last, R de Wijs).

[17 May 2002, Breskens, Oostburg, Zeeland (H van
Diek, E van Winden).]

[14 January 2003, Naarden, Naarden, Noord-Holland
(F Derriks).]

In addition, single individuals were reported twice at

the migration observation post near Breskens, Zeeland,

in May 2000. The pair at AW-duinen was seen nest

building in May 1998 but could not be relocated on 19

May (Mark Kuiper in litt). The successful breeding at

Naardermeer produced three fledged young but proba-

bly four young were seen on the nest (Rombout de Wijs

in litt). Three young are included in the totals.

[Japanese Grosbeak / Maskerdikbek

Eophona personata (0,1)

2 May 1997, Eemshaven-Oost, Eemsmond, Groningen,
male (Grauwe Gors 25: 115, 1997).]

[Crimson-winged Finch / Rode Woestijnvink

Rhodopechys sanguineus (0,1)

18 October 1990, Maasvlakte,
Holland (N D van Swelm).]

Rotterdam, Zuid-

Desert Finch / Vale Woestijnvink

Rhodospiza obsoleta (3,3)

20 December 1995, Franeker, Franekeradeel, Fries-
land, videoed (via J Fokkema in litt).

1-3 May 1997, Lange Paal, Vlieland, Friesland
(C Zuhorn).

March to at least 5 April 2000, De Kerf, Bergen, Noord-
Holland, female, photographed (H H Niesen).

[Pallas’s Rosefinch / Pallas’ Roodmus

Carpodacus roseus (1,1)

14 May 1999, Hargen aan Zee, Bergen, Noord-Holland
(G van Duin et al).]

Long-tailed Rosefinch / Langstaartroodmus

Uragus sibiricus (2,12+)

19 May 1996, Koarnwertersan (Kornwerderzand),
Wiinseradiel, Friesland, photographed, showing
leucistic plumage (identification accepted, consider-
ed escape) (G ] ter Haar, L P Heemskerk et al).

1-3 October 1996, Noordvaarder, Terschelling, Fries-
land, photographed (identification accepted, con-
sidered escape) (A Ouwerkerk, R Offereins, R E van
der Vliet et al).

[17 October 1996, De Cocksdorp, Texel, Noord-
Holland, adult male (A Wassink).]

Probable escapes in the Netherlands: part 2

[8-9 April 1997, ‘t Horntje, Texel, Noord-Holland, two,
male on 8 April, male and female on 9 April
(A Wassink).]

3 June to 17 October 1997, male, singing, ringed on 23
July, Terschelling, Friesland (A Ouwerkerk et al).

[19 July 1997, Abtskolk, Petten, Zijpe, Noord-Holland,
male and female (L J Edelaar, S Lagerveld, N F van
der Ham).]

[21 May 1999, Maasvlakte, Rotterdam, Zuid-Holland,
photographed (N D van Swelm).]

31 October to 8 November 1999, Hoek van Holland,
Rotterdam, Zuid-Holland, immature male, photo-
graphed, videoed, sound-recorded (identification
accepted, considered escape; cf Dutch Birding 22:
268, 2000) () Bisschop et al; Dutch Birding 21: 367,
plate 393, 1999).

early July to 29 July 2000, Castricum, Castricum,
Noord-Holland, adult female, trapped and ringed on
29 July, photographed (A ) van Loon et al).

24 October 2003, Huizen, Huizen, Noord-Holland,
male (R F J van Beusekom).

The bird in 2000 had been present around the ringing

station for a few weeks before finally being trapped; its

plumage was in a very poor state, with missing feathers
on many parts of head and body (André van Loon in
litt). In addition, a male was reported at Knardijk,

Flevoland, on 31 May 1997. Another bird on

Terschelling, seen during the summer months in the

late 1990s, has not been included since month and

year of observation are not known (Theo Bakker in litt).

Yellow-throated Bunting / Geelkeelgors

Emberiza elegans (1,2+)

2 December 1996, Vriezenveen, Overijssel, male, pho-
tographed (R Brunnink, T Kruissink).

6 December 2000, Sassenheim, Sassenheim, Zuid-
Holland, male, winter plumage () Wierda).

The bird at Sassenheim was seen drinking on the roof

of an office building. In addition, a bird was reported

near Sittard, Limburg in 1997 (Bob Streutjens in litt)

and one was reported at Gorssel, Gelderland, on 28

March 1997.

Meadow Bunting / Weidegors

Emberiza cioides (0,3)

9-11 April 1999, Meinerswijk, Arnhem, Gelderland,
immature male, photographed (identification accept-
ed; considered escape; cf Dutch Birding 23: 344,
2001) (H P Derks, D ) Moerbeek, E AW Ernens et al).

[28 April 1999, Oostvaardersdijk km 26.0, Lelystad,
Flevoland, female or immature male (R van der
Vliet, N Slabbekoorn).]

16 April 2000, Castenray, Venray, Limburg, male,
photographed (P Palmen et al).

| thank Theo Bakker, Arnoud van den Berg, Arjan
Boele, Bart Brieffies, Harvey van Diek, Guus van
Duin, Klaas Eigenhuis, Klaas Haas (Dutch Birding
birdline, 0900-BIRDING), Remco Hofland, Roelf
Hovinga, Johannes Fokkema (Fries Natuur-
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museum), Paul Gnodde, Hans Janse, Wietze Janse,
Justin Jansen, André van Kleunen, Paul Knolle,
Diederik Kok, Mark Kuiper, Jan van der Laan,
André van Loon, Peter Meininger, Harm Niesen,
Boena van Noorden, Rudy Offereins, René
Oosterhuis, Gert Ottens, Arie Ouwerkerk, Patrick
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Varia

Spectacled Eider’s window of time

Spectacled Eider Somateria fischeri is one of the
most elusive Holarctic species. Its remote distri-
bution and the male’s weird plumage with gog-
gles and blue eyes renders it as one of the
world’s least known and most spectacular ducks
(cf van der Laan 1993). Even when one has the
opportunity to travel to its breeding areas, it can
be tricky to find. It breeds in coastal wet tundra
with  small  freshwater pools in  north-
eastern Siberia, Russia, and western and northern
Alaska, USA. As a vagrant, it has been recorded
south off California, USA, and west to northern
Norway. The Norwegian records include an
adult male shot at Vardg harbour, Finnmark, on
12 December 1933, a sighting of two males and
a female at the same place on 23-24 February
1988, and a sighting of an adult male flying past
Mortensnes, Nesseby, Finnmark, on 15 June
1997 (van den Berg 1997).

In recent decades, there have been concerns
about Spectacled Eider’s survival. In Alaska, it
was listed as ‘threatened’” by May 1993 (only
Aleutian Canada Goose Branta hutchinsii leuco-
pareia has a similar status). In Spectacled’s best-
studied breeding area, the Yukon-Kuskokwim
Delta in western Alaska, up to 70 000 pairs were
counted in 1977 but only up to 3000 pairs in
1992. The situation in Alaska’s North Slope was
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unclear but, for Prudhoe Bay, a similar decline of
80% since 1981 had been reported. Siberian
populations were not surveyed systematically but
already by 1967 dwindling numbers were report-
ed for the Indigirka delta.

The most visible threats for Spectacled Eider
appear to be guns, oil and predators. Hunting
seems to play a role, not only because Eskimos
consider it the best tasting eider species but,
remarkably, ingestion of lead from other hunting
activities appears to pose a threat of poisoning.
Oil drilling activities in the remote arctic bring
about far-reaching disruptions in the food chain.
One example is the fact that Arctic Foxes Alopex
lagopus and Red Foxes Vulpes vulpes can now
survive the winter by scavenging at garbage
dumps, meaning these predators do not have to
move south in winter. Another predator of eider
eggs and ducklings, Glaucous Gull Larus hyper-
boreus, is also likely to thrive under these new
circumstances. Because of the possibility of inter-
ference with oil and gas drilling plans, Alaska’s
North Slope was not included in the habitat
designation for Spectacled Eider. Another eco-
logical factor affecting eiders might be the eco-
system collapse of the Bering Sea, possibly caus-
ed by commercial fishing, and illustrated by the
remarkably fast decline of many species includ-
ing Sea Otter Enhydra lutris and Steller’s Sealion
Eumetopias jubatus.

[Dutch Birding 26: 314-318, 2004]



Varia

457 Spectacled Eider / Brileider Somateria fischeri, adult male, Deadhorse, Prudhoe Bay, Alaska, USA,
14 June 2004 (Arnoud B van den Berg)

458 Spectacled Eider / Brileider Somateria fischeri, adult male, Deadhorse, Prudhoe Bay, Alaska, USA,
14 June 2004 (René Pop)
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459 Spectacled Eider / Brileider Somateria fischeri, adult male, Deadhorse, Prudhoe Bay, Alaska, USA,
14 June 2004 (René Pop)

460 Spectacled Eider / Brileider Somateria fischeri, adult female, on nest, Deadhorse, Prudhoe Bay, Alaska, USA,
14 June 2004 (René Pop)
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461 Spectacled Eiders / Brileiders Somateria fischeri, pair, Deadhorse, Prudhoe Bay, Alaska, USA,
12 June 2004 (René Pop)

462 Spectacled Eiders / Brileiders Somateria fischeri, pair, Deadhorse, Prudhoe Bay, Alaska, USA,
13 June 2004 (René Pop)
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Until recently, Spectacled Eider’s winter haunts
were unknown. This ‘120-year old mystery’ about
its at-sea distribution was solved in recent years
thanks to the use of implanted satellite transmit-
ters in birds from the three extant breeding
grounds, ie, arctic Russia and the two in Alaska
(cf van den Berg & Sangster 1996, Balogh 1997).
This resulted in the spectacular discovery of tight-
ly packed flocks of 50 000 and 20 000 roosting in
open leads of the ice pack south of St Lawrence
Island, Alaska, in March 1995 (Petersen et al
1999; www.absc.usgs.gov/research/Banding/
bering_wintering.htm). Recent surveys in late
winter and early spring now suggest that more
than 330 000 individuals winter in dense single-
species flocks in polynias of the pack-ice of the
Bering Sea. It seems obvious that most of these
birds breed in the vast and underwatched tundra
of arctic Russia and Alaska’s North Slope. At least
13 400 km? of the coastal plain of Alaska’s North
Slope may be suitable nesting habitat of which
less than 2000 km2 have been developed as oil
production fields. No more than 5% of these
2000 km2 tundra wetlands have been destroyed.
The discovery of the species’ winter habits also
points to another factor determining its survival as
it seems likely that extended periods of dense sea-
ice concentrations and bad weather during the
previous winter inhibit the recovery of breeding
populations (Petersen & Douglas 2004).

Probably, the easiest place and time to see both
sexes of Spectacled Eider is Deadhorse near
Prudhoe Bay, northern Alaska, in the second
week of June. One can reach Deadhorse by driv-
ing north from Fairbanks on the Dalton Highway
along the 1500 km long trans-Alaska pipeline.
There are only very few car rental companies
allowing customers on this remote gravel road,
one of them being National at Fairbanks (pickup
trucks only). It is a beautiful though risky and
lengthy 800 km drive across the Brooks Range,
with only two service stations, and one may pre-
fer flying to Deadhorse airport instead. Deadhorse
is situated ¢ 10 km from the arctic coast and con-
sists of many oil company buildings, one petrol
station, a car rental, and two or three hotels,
which are expensive though basic with plenty of
accommodation (see, eg, www.arcticcaribouinn.
com). The access to the coast is restricted to orga-
nized sightseeing bus tours. However, the pools

between the buildings at Deadhorse itself con-
tinue to attract a few nesting pairs of Spectacled
Eider and also King Eider S spectabilis. These spe-
cies share the same habitat at Prudhoe Bay and
raise broods in active oil fields in numbers typical
of low density nesting habitat. In contrast, Pacific
Eider S mollissima v-nigra nests only within a few
100 m from salt water on beaches and among
driftwood. The timing to see Spectacled Eider at
Deadhorse can be tricky as there is a narrow
‘window of time’ during which males accompany
females to and from nesting sites. That period of
up to two weeks may shift depending on the
weather situation, and may fall at any time
between the last days of May and the fourth week
of June, but the second week of June seems to
offer the best bet. As soon as a female starts to
incubate, her mate flies off to sea. After that time,
it may be very hard not only to find a male but
also an incubating female as she is not only well
camouflaged but also very protective, often not
leaving the nest when approached. Incubation
takes 24 days and it is another 50 days before the
young fledge.

During a visit from 11 to 15 June 2004, René
Pop and I found four pairs and witnessed the pair
bonds dissolving. On 12-15 June, we spent much
time watching and photographing a pair at a nest
on a grassy patch in a pool surrounded by con-
struction sites of Halliburton, Schlumberger and
the likes. The female started to incubate on the
second day, ‘digging-in” and no longer leaving
the nest; that day, the male simply flew off north
— not to return again.
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Recensies

ANDREAS ScHULZE 2003. Die Vogelstimmen Europas,
Nordafrikas und Vorderasiens / The bird songs of
Europe, North Africa and the Middle East. 17 Audio-
CDs and 64-page booklet in German, which can also
be downloaded in English. Musikverlag Edition AMPLE,
Untere Bahnhofstralle 58, 82110 Germering, Germany;
e-mail ample@ample.de, websites www.ample.de or
www.tierstimmen.de. ISBN 3-935329-49-0. EUR 58.40.

With a total duration of 19 h and 20 min and no less
than 2817 recordings of 819 species, this new sound
guide is more ambitious in scale than any previous
audio publication on Western Palearctic bird sounds. It
includes not only the regular breeding, migrant and
wintering species but also most of the birds recorded as
vagrants in the region, even if these are often represented
by songs and other vocalizations unlikely to be heard
away from their breeding grounds. For most species,
‘song’ and ‘calls’ are put on separate tracks, and some-
times there are extra tracks for significant geographical
variations, for non-vocal sounds or for sounds of nest-
lings, fledglings and juveniles. The attention given to
young birds, although limited mainly to larger and com-
moner species and mainly to birds at the nestling/fledg-
ling stage, is one of the better features of the work.

Such a long list of species naturally includes many
for which recordings have previously been difficult or
impossible to obtain. Some may have never been
published before, while many others were only avail-
able in publications covering other regions, or on CD-
ROM or DVD-ROM. The inclusion of so many species
in the same collection makes it easy to compare some
sounds for the first time, such as songs of Houbara
Bustard Chlamydotis undulata and Macqueen'’s Bustard
C macqueenii. Just as important is the publication of a
wider range of sounds for some species, for which
other sounds were already available on CD. For
example, even those listeners with many CDs in their
collections are unlikely to have heard the bubbling and
crooning displays of male King Eider Somateria specta-
bilis before. This publication goes further west than
previous publications (Azores Bullfinch Pyrrhula muri-
na is included) and includes many species from the
eastern parts of the region omitted from Roché &
Chevereau (2002), such as Steppe Eagle Aquila nipa-
lensis, Pallid Harrier Circus macrourus and Citrine
Wagtail Motacilla citreola. Some African birds are
included for the first time in a Palearctic sound guide,
eg, Egyptian Plover Pluvianus aegyptius and Blue-
naped Mousebird Urocolius macrourus. The only area
still inadequately covered is the Caucasus. To the best
of my knowledge, sounds of Caucasian Snowcock
Tetraogallus caucasicus, Great Rosefinch Carpodacus
rubicilla and Guldenstadt’s Redstart Phoenicurus ery-
throgaster have still not been published, unless that
happened in the former Soviet Union.

On the whole, the quality of the recordings is more

[Dutch Birding 26: 319-327, 2004]

than adequate for most purposes. The editing has been
done with care, although the overzealous use of noise
reduction software has occasionally introduced un-
wanted special effects into the recordings. With a hand-
ful of exceptions, the recordings are mono, and they
sound best through speakers rather than headphones.
A few recordings deserve a special mention, because
they are very beautiful, interesting or must have been
difficult to obtain. For me, the highlights include the
recordings of Great White Pelican Pelecanus onocrota-
lus and Siberian Crane Grus leucogeranus. Intimate
recordings of females with young of Common Snipe
Gallinago gallinago and Eurasian Woodcock Scolopax
rusticola are fascinating. Track 8/35 Common Swift
Apus apus has been specially ‘designed’ to attract swifts
to breed. Song of White-throated Dipper Cinclus cin-
clus is very difficult to capture as well the recording in
track 10/7 does, simply because it usually sings in
soundscapes dominated by rapidly streaming water.
The second recording of Trumpeter Finch Bucanetes
githagineus in track 16/81 shows that it can produce
surprisingly sweet and ‘liquid’ tones few people will be
aware of. It is a great pity that these recordings are not
individually credited to their recordists. The names of
most recordists are listed in the front of the booklet but
we will never know which one deserves praise for any
given recording.

Inevitably, such a large collection does also include
some very poor, or crudely processed recordings. | will
only mention a few here, which have reached the point
where they no longer adequately resemble what they
are supposed to be. In track 2/59 the male Hooded
Merganser Lophodytes cucullatus has so much rever-
beration and has been so heavily filtered that it sounds
like some kind of large marine mammal! Track 3/12
Pallas’s Fish Eagle Haliaeetus leucoryphus is difficult to
recognise for similar reasons. The calls of Corn Crake
Crex crex in track 4/60 also seem to have some added
special effects. Calls of Least Sandpiper Calidris minu-
tilla in 5/44 have been ‘processed’ beyond recognition
by an overzealous sound-hacker. The second recording
of Eurasian Eagle Owl Bubo bubo song in track 7/7 is
badly overmodulated and sounds like somebody trum-
peting on a very long toilet roll. For many if not all of
the woodpeckers, the intervals between bursts of drum-
ming have been shortened considerably. While this
may seem to be a minor offence, the difference could
be significant if the recording is used for playback. It
seems possible that such an altered recording may
represent an unusually fit and intimidating rival to a
same-sex woodpecker listening, or a more attractive
mate to its partner. Also, the playback-user may be
tempted to persist too long when the reaction turns out
to be much less intense (ie, longer gaps between drum-
rolls) than the CD has led him to expect. It would have
been better to economize on space in these CDs by
shortening the long silences between tracks. The
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White-winged Lark Melanocorypha leucoptera calls in
track 9/19 seem much too slow and low-pitched (cf
examples on van den Berg et al 2003), and there may
have been an error with tape speed or sampling
frequency.

The CDs were originally intended for the German-
speaking market, and the accompanying 64-page
booklet is in German with only scientific names to help
the non-German-speaker. However, they have also
proven popular outside this market, and the publisher
has provided an English translation of the booklet
which was used for this review, and which can be
downloaded from: www.birdsongs.de/birdsongs.pdf.
The notes are generally very limited, often stating little
more than ‘calls’ or ‘song of male’ (the author is appa-
rently unaware of the extent to which females sing in
some species). Occasionally, however, much more
extensive and useful information is given: it is clear for
example that Common Swift and various owls
Strigiformes are of particular interest to the author. The
begin times of each separate cut within the track are
stated, so that it is clear which comment or description
refers to which individual cut. This is an improvement
on Roché & Chevereau (2002) where it is often unclear
which part of the track is being referred to. The bad
news for English-speakers is that the quality of the
translation is poor, and is liable to result in some head
scratching and maybe a few smiles. It is hard to resist
the temptation to mention a few oddities: one soon gets
used to ‘kind’ meaning species, ‘troop’ a flock, and one
gradually realizes that ‘mating’ is being used to mean
displaying. Usually, the aerial display sound of
Common Snipe is referred to as ‘drumming’, not
‘grousing’! ‘Breeding cave’ seems to have been used to
mean a nest-hole, or do European Blue Tits Parus cae-
ruleus really nest in caves? Misspelled names include
‘Red Kont’, ‘Black Guillemont’ and ‘Pygmy Sumbird’.
For most of the unconventional names encountered,
such as ‘Yellow-hooded Wagtail” for Citrine Wagtail,
and ‘Fulvous Chatterer’ for Fulvous Babbler Turdoides
fulvus it is not difficult to guess which species is being
referred to. However, ‘Pallas’s Warbler’ is an unfortuna-
te abbreviation for Pallas’s Grasshopper Warbler
Locustella certhiola, and the confusion is made worse
by the fact that ‘Lemon-rumped Warbler’ is used for
Pallas’s Leaf Warbler Phylloscopus proregulus. The
strangest of all, the English name for Dendroica pete-
chia is given as ‘Yellow Warbler Big Lump’!

The major criticism of this new set is the same as for
Roché & Chevereau (2002): the very scant documenta-
tion severely limits the usefulness of the publication for
the more enquiring user. In the introduction, the author
himself states: ‘In no other animal classification do
sounds play such an exceptional and multi-faceted role
as in the world of birds’. The complete lack of informa-
tion about recording locations and dates means that it
becomes very difficult or impossible to say which
taxon or geographical population a vocalization be-
longs to. Examples for which more geographical infor-
mation would have been particularly informative in-
clude the following (CD and track number are given
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here for each example). 1/24 The recordings of ‘Cory’s
Shearwater Calonectris diomedea’ are in fact Scopoli’s
Shearwater C diomedea, based on well-established
vocal criteria (eg, Thibault et al 1997). 1/31 ‘Little
Shearwater Puffinus assimilis’ in this publication must
be baroli, because of Cory’s Shearwater in the back-
ground, and not boydi of the Cape Verde Islands or an
extralimital taxon. 2/14 ‘Canada Goose Branta cana-
densis’ sounds likely to be Greater Canada Goose
B canadensis at the start. From 40 sec it sounds like a
smaller taxon, presumably of Lesser Canada Goose
B hutchinsii. 2/16 It appears that the species called
‘Brant Branta bernicla’ is meant to also include Pale-
bellied Brent Goose B hrota and Black Brant B nigri-
cans, although we are left guessing. 2/29 ‘Green-
winged Teal Anas crecca’ is presumably Eurasian Teal
A crecca, not Green-winged Teal A carolinensis, al-
though we can only be reasonably sure in the fifth cut
thanks to the presence of a Northern Lapwing Vanellus
vanellus in the background. 2/53 ‘Black Scoter
Melanitta nigra’: at least the last recording is presum-
ably Common Scoter M nigra (one can also hear a
Eurasian Golden Plover Pluvialis apricaria) but the
other two recordings could be Black Scoter M america-
na for all we know. 2/54 Velvet Scoter M fusca has
only rarely been sound-recorded, possibly less often
than American White-winged Scoter M (deglandi)
deglandi or Asian White-winged Scoter M (d) stej-
negeri. A location would have made it clear which one
can be heard here. 3/56 Shikra Accipiter badius, when
treated as a polytypic species, occurs from southern
Africa to central and southern Asia. There is no way of
knowing which taxon is presented on the CDs. 6/3
Common Snipe is presumably the Eurasian nominate,
but locations and/or the inclusion of Wilson’s Snipe
G delicata as a separate taxon would have removed
any ambiguity. 7/7 ‘Eagle Owl| Bubo bubo’ may or may
not include Pharaoh Eagle Owl B ascalaphus: it is
impossible to be sure. 7/19 ‘Little Owl Athene noctua’
could equally be Desert Little Owl A n lilith without
more specific information. 7/66 ‘Oriental Turtle Dove
Streptopelia orientalis' is more likely to be orientalis
than meena, because there is a singing Arctic Warbler
P borealis in the background. 9/64-9/65 ‘Yellow
Wagtail Motacilla flava’ and 9/71 ‘White Wagtail
Motacilla alba’: there is no mention of which taxa are
involved. 11/4 ‘European Robin Erithacus rubecula’ is a
good example of why geographical information should
always be included. This track features a ‘song of a
male of the subspecies
E r superbus found on Gran Canaria and Teneriffa’.
However, a recent study (Dietzen et al 2003) has
shown that populations from Tenerife (superbus) and
Gran Canaria (marionae) may even be specifically dis-
tinct from each other, as well as from continental popu-
lations. Sadly, the CD text does not specify the island
where the recording was made. 12/13-12/14 ‘Pied
Flycatcher Ficedula hypoleuca’: there is no mention of
which geographical population/species (eg, Atlas Pied
Flycatcher F speculigera) is involved. 12/18-12/19
‘Rufous-tailed  Shrike Lanius isabellinus’ could be



Turkestan Shrike L phoenicuroides, Daurian Shrike
L isabellinus or Chinese Shrike L arenarius: we are left
guessing. 13/17-13/18 ‘Subalpine Warbler Sylvia can-
tillans' could equally be Western Subalpine S can-
tillans, Eastern Subalpine S albistriata or Moltoni’s
Warbler S moltonii. 14/72 ‘Mountain Chiffchaff Phyllo-
scopus sindianus’: the calls presented are indeed sin-
dianus, which is unhelpful because Caucasian
Chiffchaff P lorenzii is the only ‘mountain chiffchaff’
occurring in the geographical area covered. Calls of
lorenzii are very different from the sharply rising huit of
P sindianus, and bear a closer resemblance to the more
or less straight peep of Siberian Chiffchaff P collybita
tristis. 15/19 The decision to give ‘Canary Islands Tit
P teneriffae’ its own separate track, while ‘Blue Tit
Parus caeruleus’ is treated as a polytypic species
including African Blue Tit (ultramarinus), seems to be
based on a misunderstanding. In fact ultramarinus and
the Canarian taxa have been shown to form one
branch of the ‘blue tit’" group, while the other branch
includes all other ‘blue tits’ and Azure Tit P cyanus
(Salzburger et al 2002). So, to be consistent, either
ultramarinus should have been included under tenerif-
fae, or all including Azure Tit should have been treated
together! 16/55 In the case of ‘Citril Finch Serinus citri-
nella’, it is not clear whether Corsican Finch S corsica-
nus has been treated as conspecific. The recording
could be of either. 17/32-17/33 For ‘Cinereous Bunting
Emberiza cineracea’, there is no information regarding
which of the two distinctive taxa is involved. 17/53
Calls included under ‘Pallas’ Bunting E pallasi’ are dif-
ferent from those of birds recorded in autumn in South
Korea (van den Berg et al 2003), so it would be
interesting to know where the recording was made.
Knowing the strengths of German sound collections, it
seems likely to have been one of the poorly known
central Asian taxa, but if only one could know for sure.
Finally, locations can also be of interest for other rea-
sons. The recording of Grey-necked Bunting E buchan-
nani song in track 17/36 is of particular interest be-
cause of the two species in the background, Booted
Warbler Acrocephalus caligatus (not Syke’s Warbler
A rama) and Pale Rockfinch Carpospiza brachydactyla.
Where do the breeding ranges of these two and Grey-
necked Bunting overlap, or was the Booted Warbler a
migrant?

For a number of species pairs, only one is included,
with the excuse that the two are often treated as a sin-
gle species. Are we to believe that these taxa sound the
same, or is it assumed that nobody needs to know the
difference? Only the first-named of the following pairs
(all names are listed in the booklet) is included on the
CDs. 10/61 Black-throated Thrush Turdus ruficollis
atrogularis / Red-throated Thrush T r ruficollis. 11/54
Persian Wheatear Oenanthe chrysopygia / Red-tailed
Wheatear O xanthoprymna. 12/28-12/30 Southern
Grey Shrike Lanius meridionalis |/ Steppe Grey Shrike
L pallidirostris. 13/1 Pygmy Sunbird Anthreptes platu-
rus / Nile Valley Sunbird A metallicus. 13/9-13/10
Marmora’s Warbler Sylvia sarda / Balearic Warbler
S balearica. 13/26-13/27 African Desert Warbler
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S deserti / Asian Desert Warbler S nana. 13/36-13/37
Lesser Whitethroat S curruca / Hume’s Whitethroat
S althaea / Desert (‘Small’) Whitethroat S ¢ minula.
15/54-15/55 Firecrest Regulus ignicapilla / Madeira
Kinglet R madeirensis. 16/67-16/68 Common Redpoll
Carduelis flammea / Lesser Redpoll C cabaret. For most
of these pairs, some vocal differences between the taxa
have been described, and it is a pity that both species
are not presented on the CDs. In a few cases, it is not
even made clear which one can be heard in the
recording: 10/57-10/58 Naumann’s Thrush T nauman-
ni naumanni / Dusky Thrush T n eunomus, 11/47-
11/48 Western Black-eared Wheatear Oenanthe hispa-
nica / Eastern Black-eared Wheatear O melanoleuca,
12/56 Carrion Crow Corvus corone /| Hooded Crow
C cornix. One could name many more examples
where the lack of more specific geographical and/or
systematic detail leaves considerable room for con-
fusion and ambiguity.

The inclusion of dates might have enabled the user
to draw a distinction between calls limited to the
breeding season and those that can be heard through-
out the year. In fact many species that are most often
observed by European birdwatchers on migration or in
winter are represented on the CDs by sounds almost
entirely limited to the breeding season. Waders are, as
usual, the least adequately covered group in this publi-
cation: sounds on the CDs are, in many cases, limited
to displays and alarm calls from breeding grounds
which may lie well outside the region being treated.
Characteristic migration calls of, eg, American Golden
Plover P dominica, Curlew Sandpiper C ferruginea,
Western Sandpiper C maura, Red-necked Stint C rufi-
collis, Baird's Sandpiper C bairdii, Broad-billed
Sandpiper Limicola falcinellus, Short-billed Dowitcher
Limnodromus  griseus, Upland Sandpiper Bartramia
longicauda and Terek Sandpiper Xenus cinereus are all
missing, while several others are only represented by
very poor recordings. In track 5/40 Little Stint
C minuta, the birds in the first recording may be this
species, but | have never heard these calls from migrat-
ing, wintering or breeding birds. | suspect the recording
is of feeding Dunlin C alpina or another medium-sized
Calidris. The poor quality of the next recording means
that we are left without a good example of migration
flight calls. Track 5/58 Long-billed Dowitcher L scolo-
paceus includes call variations unlikely to be heard
from vagrants in Europe. Given the singing Spotted
Redshank Tringa erythropus in the background, it
seems to have been recorded on breeding grounds in
Siberia. Only a single call in track 5/86 is typical of
Red Phalarope Phalaropus fulicarius heard in autumn
or winter. The strange frog-like, vibrant calls in track
6/2 Jack Snipe Lymnocryptes minimus are certainly not
the ones most often heard from migrating or wintering
birds. Other Arctic breeders are treated similarly:
Lapland Longspur Calcarius lapponicus is represented
in tracks 17/10-17/11 by 2 min of song and calls char-
acteristic of the breeding season; a typical example of
the rattle characteristically given by migrant and
wintering birds is lacking. Among the pipits two parti-
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cularly unhelpful recordings can be found. Track 9/42
Richard’s Pipit Anthus richardi features a series of
alarm calls, unlikely to be heard in the Western
Palearctic. Only the second of the four calls resembles
a call likely to be heard in Europe, but it would have
been better to use an example from a migrant.
Similarly, track 9/44 Blyth’s Pipit A godlewskii also
features alarm calls only likely to be heard at the nest,
1000s of kilometers from the Western Palearctic; flight
calls are missing.

I found a rather high number of identification errors,
wrongly described sounds and other anomalies while
listening to the 17 CDs. Many though not all of these
have been inherited from the Roché collection, which
forms the most important source of recordings for this
publication. Indeed, anyone who has bought Roché &
Chevereau (2002) should be aware that they already
have a great many of the recordings in the new
Schultze set. A full review of the former (Robb 2004)
can be found online at: www.britishbirds.co.uk. The
following should not be seen as a complete and defini-
tive list of errata. It is up to the publisher to make such
a list: it will be necessary to check the source material,
and information about location, date and recordist not
available to this reviewer. 1/49 Great Cormorant
Phalacrocorax carbo: the second recording sounds sus-
piciously like European Shag P aristotelis. 1/56 Great
Bittern Botaurus stellaris: these ‘flight calls’ may indeed
belong to this species, but this is not the most usually
heard flight call. Perhaps this was a very alarmed bird.
1/66 Squacco Heron Ardeola ralloides: the flight calls
in the first recording sound suspiciously similar to Little
Bittern Ixobrychus minutus, and in the second record-
ing dangerously similar to Purple Heron Ardea purpu-
rea. 1/75 Great Egret Casmerodius albus: this track
may include taxa other than nominate albus which
sound a little different. In particular, the recording after
0:30 sounds unusually high-pitched and may be one of
several smaller extralimital taxa. 1/84 Lesser Flamingo
Phoenicopterus minor: perhaps this recording should
be treated with caution as it sounds identical to Greater
Flamingo P roseus. 2/6 Whooper Swan Cygnus cygnus:
the calls from 1:47 to the end sound to me like
Bewick’s Swan C bewickii. 2/54 Velvet Scoter: the
second recording sounds suspiciously like Great
Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus. 2/56 Bufflehead
Bucephala albeola: the sexing of these calls is almost
certainly wrong, perhaps due to misinterpretation of
the very limited information in Cramp & Simmons
(1977). 3/40 Montagu’s Harrier C pygargus: in the
second recording, after 12 sec, at least the first four psii
calls are a yellow wagtail Motacilla, not a female
Montagu’s Harrier, to which they do bear some resem-
blance! 4/55 Baillon’s Crake Porzana pusilla: these
calls are very strange and intriguing, and the lack of
any real explanation is unforgivable. Given the difficul-
ty of recording such sounds, and especially of seeing
who is making them, recordings of less familiar calls of
such secretive birds as this species and Little Crake
P parva, need to be treated with great caution unless
they are backed up with observation notes. 4/92 Black-
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winged Pratincole Glareola nordmanni: there may
have been a Black-winged present when the first
recording was made, but all the most prominent vocali-
zations (eg, loud songs after 19 sec) in this track are
Collared Pratincole G pratincola. Songs of Black-
winged (its most useful sound for identification) are not
included in this or the next cut. 5/19 American Golden
Plover: the third recording (from 0:24) is Pacific
Golden Plover P fulva, an error that will only add to
the confusion already surrounding calls of these two
species. The same recording can be heard on Chappuis
(2000a) under ‘American (Lesser) Golden Plover
Pluvialis dominica’ (apparently sensu lato) and was
made on Norfolk Island in the southwest Pacific, north-
west of New Zealand, by W V Ward. No doubt this
was in the days when Pacific and American Golden
Plover were considered to be the same species. The
calls in the first two tracks are breeding season alarm
calls. 5/22 Eurasian Golden Plover: after 1:13 the ‘drue
drue of the female’ is in fact an alarmed Dunlin (the
same recording can be found in 5/53 Dunlin after
0:22). 5/24 Spur-winged Lapwing V spinosus: | very
much doubt whether ‘song’ is an accurate description
of the very irregularly structured sounds in this track.
5/51 Purple Sandpiper C maritima: the first recording is
unmistakeably a Dunlin. 5/57 Short-billed Dowitcher:
this is a recording of the song of this species (not
‘calls’), although the song starts with a sound similar to
flight calls. 5/56 Ruff Philomachus pugnax: the gruff
sounds in the first recording are Spotted Redshank
vocalizations | have also recorded myself from feeding
birds. 5/90 Slender-billed Curlew Numenius tenui-
rostris: | could match the calls in the first recording one
for one with calls recorded of Eurasian Curlew
N arquata. Both this and the second recording were
also featured on Chappuis (2000a), where one can read
that the first recording concerns ‘individuals in flight,
February, Manfredonia, S.E. ltaly’ and was made by
N Baccetti, L Serra and M Zanatello (Instituto
Nazionale per la Fauna Selvatica), presumably the
group of up to 19 observed there in the mid-1990s (van
den Berg 1995). Even if one accepts without question
that a group of Slender-billed Curlews was present in
Italy in 1995, | have great difficulty believing this is
what we are hearing in the recording. The second
recording sounds much more exotic, and | am sure no
Eurasian could sound like this. However, it is a serious
omission that the notes do not tell us this was a com-
puter-assisted reconstruction from a field recording by
A Greton made in Morocco, in which the Slender-
billed Curlew was masked by simultaneously calling
Eurasian Curlews (Chappuis 2000a). In my opinion it
would have been best to publish both the original of
this recording for its documentary value, and the
reconstruction for its more practical use. 6/8 Pintail
Snipe G stenura: a flight display of this species can be
heard in the background, but the toc-tic song in the
foreground is Common Snipe, which often breeds in
the same habitat. The equivalent two-note song-type of
Pintail Snipe is much harsher in tone and only seems to
be given in short bursts (pers obs). 6/14 Pomarine



Jaeger Stercorarius pomarinus: the name of the
recordist (Arnoud B van den Berg) of the second
recording is missing from the booklet. The recording
was made in Noord-Holland on 12 November 1985
during a rare invasion of this species in the Nether-
lands, and concerned immature birds feeding on fish
waste in the harbour of IJmuiden. 6/35 European
Herring Gull Larus argentatus: the fifth recording (from
0:53) concerns Great Black-backed Gull L marinus.
The latter species is also the most prominent one in the
last recording (from 2:14). 6/37 Yellow-legged Gull
L michahellis: the last recording (from 1:54) appears to
be European Herring Gull, or are these ‘lusitanicus’
from the Atlantic coast of Iberia which sound more like
argentatus/argenteus? Whatever they are, they are cer-
tainly not typical michahellis. 8/27 Grey-headed
Kingfisher Halcyon leucocephala: the calls in these
recordings do not resemble any of a wide range of
sounds of this species recorded during a recent trip to
the Cape Verde Islands (pers obs), the only place in the
region where it occurs. Is this due to geographical
variation, or is it yet another misidentified recording?
8/47-8/48 Northern Flicker Colaptes auratus: the labels
‘song’ and ‘calls’ should be swapped (ie, track 47
should be ‘calls’ and track 48 should be ‘song’), to be
homologous with the terms used for the other wood-
pecker sounds. 8/67 Great Spotted Woodpecker
Dendrocopos major: the last recording (from 1:06) is
almost  certainly  Middle  Spotted ~Woodpecker
D medius. 9/7 Bar-tailed Lark Ammomanes cincturus:
after 0:50 the bird in the recording is a Desert Lark
A deserti. 9/21 Black Lark M yeltoniensis: these calls
are too close to Lesser/Asian Short-toed Lark Calan-
drella rufescens/cheleensis for comfort. Perhaps this
was an imitation? 9/45 Tawny Pipit A campestris: the
fourth and fifth song types (from 0:58) are either Long-
billed Pipit A similis or Desert Lark, but certainly not
Tawny Pipit. The last ‘song’ (from 2:07) would have
been better included under ‘calls’. 9/50 Long-billed
Pipit: these piu calls are very odd for a pipit, and prob-
ably belong to something else. Nothing similar was
described for this species in Alstrom & Mild (2003).
9/54 Tree Pipit A trivialis: the calls in the third record-
ing (from 0:38) are Water Pipit A spinoletta (cf track
63). 9/60 Rock Pipit A petrosus: all three songs appear
to be Meadow Pipit A pratensis. A song so similar that
it may be the same individual can also be heard as the
last example of Meadow Pipit song (track 9/56 from
1:36). For anyone wishing to hear Rock Pipit singing,
track 6/67 Razorbill Alca torda has Rock Pipit song in
the background. 9/61 Rock Pipit: at least the second
recording (from 0:25) of calls appears to be Meadow
Pipit. 9/77 Sand Martin Riparia riparia: the first record-
ing is a colony of House Martins Delichon urbicum.
10/12-10/18 Accentors Prunella: it would be interest-
ing to know how the singers were all sexed as males,
since both sexes are known to sing (eg, Langmore
1996). 10/61 Black-throated Thrush: this is the dis-
credited recording of a claimed vagrant in Sweden,
which seems most likely to have been a Song Thrush
T philomelos (Arkhipov et al 2003). 11/38 Isabelline
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Wheatear O isabellina: it would be interesting to know
the location, age and sex for the whistle calls after
0:05. My own examples from Turkey (all adults) are all
considerably lower pitched, while this recording is a
perfect match for my recordings of the equivalent call
of Northern Wheatear O oenanthe (eg, adults from
Iceland and Scotland). 11/42 Seebohm’s Wheatear
O seebohmi: these calls are very strongly reminiscent
of Blue Rock Thrush Monticola solitarius, and could be
an imitation, or an error. 11/48 Western Black-eared
Wheatear/Eastern  Black-eared Wheatear: the last
recording (from 0:22) may be Northern Wheatear.
Whistle calls of both hispanica and melanoleuca are
generally much lower pitched (recordings of hispanica
by Arnoud B van den Berg and my own recordings of
melanoleuca). 12/26 Great Grey Shrike L excubitor:
| cannot escape the suspicion that the calls in the first
recording are Common Whitethroat S communis.
Perhaps it was an unseen warbler reacting to a shrike
perched in the same bush? The sound is certainly simi-
lar to one call type of Great Grey Shrike (cf same track
from 0:24), but in my opinion closer to alarm calls of
Common Whitethroat. 13/58 Melodious Warbler
Hippolais polyglotta: the first recording is Common
Whitethroat or an imitation of one. 14/12 Marsh
Warbler A palustris: the calls in the first recording do
not seem typical for this species, but are strongly remi-
niscent of Garden Warbler S borin. The recording also
appeared on Chappuis (2000b) and was made by
Chappuis in ‘June, N.W. France’. 14/40 Eastern
Crowned Warbler P coronatus: these ‘calls’ are in fact a
type of song. 14/52 Hume’s Leaf Warbler P humei:
both examples of ‘calls” are in fact an alternative type
of song, and there are no calls here likely to be heard
in the Western Palearctic. 14/54 Radde’s Warbler
P schwarzi: these calls are made by a Hawfinch
Coccothraustes coccothraustes! 14/63 Plain  Leaf
Warbler P neglectus: this song does not belong to a
Phylloscopus warbler, and | suspect it concerns some
kind of stonechat Saxicola. For descriptions and a
sonagram of the song of Plain Leaf Warbler, see Eriksen
(1988). 14/64 Plain Leaf Warbler: these calls belong to
a Rock Bunting E cia! A sonagram of what seems likely
to be the same recording was printed on p 604 in
Cramp (1992), also under Plain Leaf Warbler. 14/74
‘Siberian Chiffchaff Phylloscopus tristis’ (a split accord-
ing to Schulze): these are a type of calls which usually
precede song strophes, and not the mournful whistles
which earned this bird its scientific name, and which
are far more likely to be heard in Europe. 16/9 Desert
Sparrow Passer simplex: the last recording (from 0:52)
of ‘calls’ appears to be song of another species, prob-
ably House Bunting E sahari. 16/36 Common Chaf-
finch Fringilla coelebs: the song from 1:19 is African
Chaffinch F ¢ africana/spodiogenys, and in fact the
same bird is featured as spodiogenys in track 16/38.
16/40 Common Chaffinch: the calls from 1:15 sound
so similar to flight calls of Two-barred Crossbill Loxia
leucoptera bifasciata, and atypical for Common
Chaffinch, that they demand an explanation. Is this a
localized ‘rain call’ and if so, from where? 16/66 Twite

323



Recensies

Carduelis flavirostris: these ‘calls’ are a type of song
known as ‘rambling song’ (Marler & Mundinger 1975).
16/71 ‘White-winged Crossbill Loxia leucoptera’: these
are indeed recordings of White-winged Crossbill, ie, L /
leucoptera of the Nearctic, which has not yet been
recorded in the Western Palearctic, and not Two-barred
Crossbill L | bifasciata of the Palearctic. 16/72 White-
winged Crossbill: these ‘calls’ belong to neither leuco-
ptera nor bifasciata. In fact, part of a song of Common
Crossbill L curvirostra can be heard. 16/74 Common
Crossbill: the calls from 0:52-1:13 are very similar to
calls of Parrot Crossbill L pytyopsittacus. It would be
interesting to know where the recording was made.
16/80 Desert Finch Rhodospiza obsoleta: this is song of
Blyth’s Reed Warbler A dumetorum! 17/22 Cirl Bunting
E cirlus: “calls’ in the first recording are probably wrong,
and may be part of a song of House Bunting. The calls
in the second recording are also questionable for Cirl
Bunting. 17/35 Ortolan Bunting E hortolana: the second
recording of calls (from 0:13) is so unusual that it war-
rants an explanation. Is this a juvenile?

Background sounds are noted from time to time in
the text. In many recordings, however, a second un-
named species is at least as prominent as the main one,
and because it is not mentioned in the text, the user
might assume that all of the sounds are from the only
named species. For instance, in track 2/36 Garganey
A querquedula, the text for the second recording (from
0:19) makes no mention of the loud male Northern
Shoveler A clypeata calls which can also be heard.
2/44 Ferruginous Duck Aythya nycroca: there is no
mention of the loud Red-crested Pochard Netta rufina
calls, which can be heard at times. 2/60 Smew
Mergellus albellus: the loud gok-gok-gok in the fore-
ground is not made by the female Smew as claimed in
the notes. Rather, this is the (female) King Eider listed as
a background species. 5/56 Ruff: from 0:19 the loud
calls of an alarmed Red-necked Phalarope P lobatus
are not mentioned. 6/60 Black Tern Chlidonias niger:
the White-winged Tern C leucopterus in the back-
ground of the second recording (heard from 0:33)
should have been noted. 10/68 Redwing T iliacus: in
the second recording, listeners with high frequency
hearing loss may only hear the loud Fieldfares T pilaris
(from 0:19), which are not mentioned in the notes. The
third recording (from 0:30) contains, besides Redwing,
loud Common Blackbird T merula and Song Thrush.
12/10 Semi-collared Flycatcher F semitorquata: the
loud Eastern Bonelli’s Warbler P orientalis calls should
have been mentioned.

Such a conveniently packaged, species-rich and
inexpensive sound guide seems likely to become the
new standard reference for bird sounds of the region.
But does the content merit this honour? Anybody still
reading this after the long (but probably far from com-
plete) list of errors and anomalies will probably have
drawn their own conclusion, and it is certainly to be
hoped that rarities committees and authors of identifi-
cation papers will not rely too heavily on the work in
its current state. Nevertheless, for those who, like me,
were deeply disappointed by this new sound guide,
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there may still be hope. The author has stated his inten-
tion to extend and, presumably, improve the work.
| sincerely hope that at the very least this will involve
the correction of errors and the addition of recordist,
location and date information. MAGNUs S RoBB
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The easiest way to review this book is to compare it
with the earlier published The birds of Scilly by Peter
Robinson (2003; reviewed in Dutch Birding 26: 122-
123, 2004). Published by the same publisher, following
the same format and lay-out, dealing with an equally
famous — from an ornithological point of view — group
of British islands, almost as thick (576 instead of 608
pages) and slightly less expensive than the Scilly book,
The birds of Shetland confirms in every aspect that
Scilly and Shetland are on par level when it comes to
recording birds and especially migrants and vagrants.
Much that | have said about the Scilly book can also be
said about this book. It is very complete, thoroughly
researched, well written and a pleasure to thumb
through. On the more critical side, the layout is just as
basic as the Scilly book and apart from a few black-
and-white illustrations, little has been done to increase
the attractiveness of text, tables and figures. An extra
colour to support the layout would have enhanced the
general ‘feel’ of the book. Shetland has a list of ¢ 430
species, of which less than 70 breed — compared with
c 426 and c 60, respectively, in Scilly. Luckily, the
book took more time to publish than anticipated,
which meant that Fair Isle, part of Shetland but often
treated separately and honoured with a book of its
own, The birds of Fair Isle by Nick Dymond (1991),
could be included in full. With so many rare birds turn-
ing up especially on this small island with its famous
Fair Isle Bird Observatory established in 1948, this
book would have lost much of its attraction without
this coverage.

Compared with The birds of Scilly, | found this book
better in almost every aspect and in the friendly rivalry
between the islands, Shetland has clearly taken the
lead in this respect. The text reads more easily and
seems to be more to the point. The choice of colour
photographs is more extensive (105, of which more
than half concern rare birds) and much more complete,
including plates of almost all famous rare birds seen on
the islands, such as the Yellow-browed Bunting Embe-
riza chrysophrys of 1980, Northern Hawk Owl Surnia
ulula of 1983, Brown Shrike Lanius cristatus of 1985,
Yellow Warbler Dendroica petechia of 1990, Pallas’s
Sandgrouse Syrrhaptes paradoxus of 1991, Pine Gros-
beak Pinicola enucleator of 1992 and Blue-cheeked
Bee-eater Merops persicus of 1997. In addition, the
‘Fair Isle specialities’ (vagrants more or less annual on
Fair Isle but much rarer elsewhere in Shetland, let
alone elsewhere in Britain) are all illustrated, most
famous being Pechora Pipit Anthus gustavi (59 British
records up to 2002, of which 47 in Shetland, of which
30 on Fair Isle), Lanceolated Warbler Locustella lan-
ceolata (95 British records up to 2002, of which 78 in
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Shetland, of which 64 on Fair Isle) and Yellow-breasted
Bunting E aureola (more than 200 British records up to
2002, of which 127 in Shetland, of which more than
100 on Fair Isle). Definitely adding spice to the book is
the small but fine selection of black-and-white photo-
graphs scattered throughout the species texts, including
Britain’s last breeding wild White-tailed Eagle Haliae-
etus albicilla (an albino female photographed at North
Roe in ¢ 1912), the second and most recent Great
Bustard Otis tarda for Shetland (on Fair Isle in 1970),
Britain’s second Thick-billed Warbler Acrocephalus
aedon (on Whalsay in 1971), Britain’s first Siberian
Rubythroat Luscinia calliope and first Tennessee
Warbler Vermivora peregrina (both on Fair Isle in 1975)
and the first live Brunnich’s Murre Uria lomvia for
Shetland (on Fair Isle in 1980). The quality of reproduc-
tion of the photographs is also better than in the Scilly
book.

As in Scilly, some species are remarkably rare in
Shetland, due to the large distances to mainland
Scotland and Norway. Examples include Bearded
Reedling Panurus biarmicus (one record), Long-tailed
Tit Aegithalos caudatus (three records involving nine
birds), Coal Tit Parus ater (12 records involving 14
birds), Eurasian Jay Garrulus glandarius (two records
involving four birds, both from the 19th century),
Eurasian Magpie Pica pica (one record) and Spotted
Nutcracker Nucifraga caryocatactes (one record).
Focusing on the rarities, Shetland differs from Scilly by
its much larger proportion of Asian vagrants compared
with Nearctic species, whereas in Scilly the reverse is
true. This is clearly a result of the different geographical
positions of the two island groups.

Similar to Scilly, seabirds are the most notable
breeding birds, some of them occurring in huge num-
bers. Being the most northerly part of Britain, Shetland
also holds (or held) a few breeding species that are
absent or much rarer further south, such as Whooper
Swan Cygnus cygnus (100% of the British population,
comprising just a handful of pairs), Snowy Owl Bubo
scandiacus (breeding on Fetlar in 1967-75 with a total
of 23 chicks fled, the only British breeding records),
Eurasian Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus (90% of the
British population) and Red-necked Phalarope Phala-
ropus lobatus (almost 70% of the British population).

The book is up to date to 2002, with a separate
appendix listing all notable records from 2003. The text
is well edited, probably benefiting from the involve-
ment of so many authors, all giving their attention to
the detailed information. | only raised my eyebrows
when | read that Icelandic Black-tailed Godwit Limosa
limosa islandica (the subspecies breeding in Shetland)
is larger than Continental Black-tailed Godwit L I limo-
sa, whereas islandica is shorter billed and shorter leg-
ged (and thus appears smaller in the field) than the
nominate. This said, this is a very fine book which
leaves little to desire — at least until an update is due,
because no doubt new rare birds will continue to find
the islands on their journeys and decide to make a
stop-over there. ENNO B EBELS
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H Lee JONES 2004. Birds of Belize. Christopher Helm/
A & C Black Publishers Ltd, 37 Soho Square, London
W1D 3QZ, UK; e-mail ornithology@acblack.com,
website www.acblack.com. 484 pp. ISBN 0-7136-
6760-1. EUR 42.50, GBP 26.99.

It seems just a matter of time before every Latin
American country has its own field guide. Given the
avian richness of the Neotropics, the growing number
of high-quality bird books is fully justified. In this per-
spective, it is no surprise that Belize now has its own
field guide, even though there were no real gaps to fill
as the country’s birdlife was already covered in the
well-known A guide to the birds of Mexico and north-
ern Central America by Steve Howell and Sophie
Webb (1995). This new guide is quite up to date: the
last information was added in early 2003. Being a tiny
country, roughly half the size of the Netherlands, the
number of recorded species in Belize is amazing: 574
and growing, with c five species added to the list every
year. This high number is caused by the tropical
geographical setting with its many different ecological
zones, of which the main ones are described in the
introduction pages. With his knowledge and expe-
rience, Lee Jones was probably the best man for the
job. This American biologist and bird guide, who lives
on and off in Belize, has over a decade of field expe-
rience in the country. He wrote numerous articles and
several books, including the Annotated checklist of the
birds of Belize (2001) together with A C Vallely.

When | was reviewing this book, two questions pop-
ped up. The first is the general question for every
review: is it a good book? In trip reports, | noticed a dif-
ferent approach between birders from two continents
when visiting Belize: birders from North America tend
to see Belize as a single-destination holiday, while
European birders mostly include Belize in their itinerary
when birding a larger area, including Yucatan, Mexico,
and Tikal, Guatemala. With Howell & Webb's bestseller
available, the second question is obviously: is this book
worth buying for European birders? To answer the first
question: yes, it is a good book, but being a member of
a spoiled generation — demanding the ultimate guide —
I do have some points of criticism.

Roughly, the book is divided in four main chapters,
respectively: the introduction, colour plates, species
accounts and distribution maps. Belize has no true
endemics but many regional, mostly Yucatan, endemics
occur. To start with, it is a missed chance that these are
not summed up in the introduction pages. The species
accounts, placed in the chapter after the plates, are
short but thorough and include size, plumage features,
voice descriptions, habitat and status in the country.
There is a short introduction to each family, highlighting
the characteristics and behaviour, which is handy to
become more familiar with families that are new to the
user of the guide. The texts are certainly sufficient for
bird identification but for more background information
other sources are needed (but then, after all, this is not
a handbook). Opposite to the colour plates there is a
short piece of text for every species, making a quick
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reference in the field possible. The 56 colour plates are
by Dana Gardner, who worked on A guide to the birds
of Costa Rica. As is often the case in Neotropical bird
books, some species are not on the colour plates but
only have black-and-white drawings (mostly the
vagrants) in the species account section. Some recently
recorded vagrants are described but not depicted at all.
As a European birder accustomed to the Killian
Mullarneys of this world, I find the quality of the plates
rather variable. Most are good, but some are quite
static, not doing justice to the bird’s jizz (eg, the flying
raptors) or are even a bit cartoon-like, such as Northern
Shoveler Anas clypeata and Cedar Waxwing Bomby-
cilla cedrorum. However, Gardner’s skills have improv-
ed since the Costa Rica book and compared with
Webb’s sketchy and rather dull paintings, the use of
stronger lines and colours gives this guide a far more
pleasant look. Most important however is that the plates
do serve their purpose: they enable identification of
birds. For most species several plumages are depicted
and, in contrast with Howell & Webb (1995), the North
American migrants are fortunately included. Distri-
bution maps are given only for the 234 species that are
not widespread (probably to save space), which is
somewhat confusing. A bigger withdrawal however is
that the maps are placed in the last section of the book,
so for unknown reasons the species accounts and the
distribution maps are separated. This means that when
identifying a bird in the field, you will have to check
three different pages: first the plate, than the species
account and finally the distribution map. Any birder
knows that this can be frustrating as time is often limit-
ed. The author chooses to follow the taxonomical order
of the American Ornithologists” Union (AOU), because,
as explained in the introduction, New World readers
are most familiar with these systematics. For Old World
birders, this is a rather conservative approach. The only
relatively new insight that is apparent is the placement
of the New World vultures in the stork group (but not
on the plates to make comparison with raptors easier in
the field). In the introduction pages, it is clear that the
author is well aware of possible future splits but unlike
Howell & Webb (1995) this is not always obviously
pointed out in the species accounts, which is a real pity.
Recently, for instance, there have been proposals to split
the regional endemic Cozumel Bananaquit Coereba fla-
veola caboti from Bananaquit, based on both differ-
ences in plumage and vocalization. Another example is
that nothing is mentioned about the Yellow-headed
Parrot Amazona oratrix complex, while Belize holds a
virtually endemic and highly endangered subspecies
(A o belisensis). As a result, this book gives no new
taxonomical insights.

To answer the second question: birdwatchers from
older generations tell heroic stories about birding the
Neotropics decades ago, when virtually no decent lite-
rature was available. Nowadays, with all the available
books, birders often start complaining about the weight
they have to carry when travelling. Well, to me there’s
nothing heroic about being unable to identify a bird, so
| prefer to carry as many books as possible. The pain in



my back from former trips is long forgotten but | can
still remember every single bird | could only identify by
bringing an extra book. So, as long as you do not suffer
from hernia problems, take the extra weight for granted

DBA-nieuws

Recensies

and bring both books along when visiting the region, as
this book is at least supplementary, if not a standard in
its own right. VINCENT VAN DER SPEK

Waarnemingen van zeldzame vogels binnenkort op
mobiele telefoon De Dutch Birding Association is
bezig met het opzetten van een nieuwe service die het
mogelijk maakt waarnemingen van zeldzame vogels via
tekstberichten op een mobiele telefoon te ontvangen.
Voorwaarde is dat de telefoon de mogelijkheid heeft
voor het ontvangen van e-mail/i-mail-berichten. Met de
nieuwe service kan uitgebreidere informatie worden
doorgegeven dan thans het geval is (bijvoorbeeld GPS,
Amersfoortcoordinaten, korte plekbeschrijvingen, tele-
foonnummer  waarnemer).  Vooralsnog  blijft  het
semafoonsysteem in de huidige vorm bestaan. De
semafoonhouders kunnen zelf beslissen of ze overgaan
op het nieuwe informatiesysteem. Omdat de verwach-
ting is dat het systeem snel operationeel zal zijn, is
besloten om geen nieuwe semafoons uit te geven. De
reden dat wordt overgegaan op het verzenden van
berichten via de mobiele telefoon is de verwachting dat
het huidige semafoonsysteem op termijn niet meer
ondersteund wordt door KPN. Bovendien kan de DBA

Aankondigingen & verzoeken

Rare Birds Weekly Lee Evans staat bekend om zijn uit-
voerige documentatie van het voorkomen van schaarse
en zeldzame vogels in Brittannié. Hij heeft al veel publi-
caties op zijn naam staan. Sinds juli 2004 is daar een
publicatie bijgekomen: Rare Birds Weekly. Rare Birds
Weekly verschijnt wekelijks en bevat naast een overzicht
van de in de voorafgaande week waargenomen soorten
gedetailleerde artikelen over de meest interessante waar-
nemingen. De nadruk ligt duidelijk op Brittannié en
lerland maar er zijn ook artikelen over waarnemingen in
Nederland en elders in het Palearctische gebied versche-
nen. Alle artikelen worden rijkelijk geillustreerd met
foto’s. Rare Birds Weekly is verkrijgbaar in pdf-formaat
voor GBP 40.00 (jaarabonnement) of in de vorm van een
tijdschrift voor GBP 4.00 per nummer. Als speciale aan-
bieding voor alle nieuwe abonnees op de
UK400Clubonline.co.uk website van de UK400 Club
krijgt men 10 pdf-nummers gratis. Een jaarabonnement
op de UK400Clubonline.co.uk website kost GBP 20.00.
Neem contact op met Lee Evans voor meer informatie
en/of het aanvragen van een abonnement (8 Sandycroft
Road, Little Chalfont, Amersham, Buckinghamshire,
Engeland, e-mail LGREUK400@aol.com).
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met het nieuwe systeem gemakkelijker technische uit-
breidingen realiseren.

Degenen die in het nieuwe systeem geinteresseerd
zijn kunnen dit kenbaar 