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Utsira

Geir Mobakken

[though Utsira is one of few bird localities in

Norway with an international reputation, it is
still quite unknown. Few non-Scandinavian bird-
ers are aware of the island’s high birding poten-
tial. However, when it comes to rarities and fas-
cinating birding, Utsira is unsurpassed in
Scandinavia. As will be revealed below, Utsira
has the same quality as such famous European
rarity hot spots like Fair Isle in Scotland,
Helgoland in Germany, the Isles of Scilly in
England, Ouessant in France and Texel in the
Netherlands.

The island

Situated ¢ 17 km off the main coast of south-
western Narway, the island outpost of Utsira is a
world in itself in the North Sea. It is administra-
tively part of Rogaland and it has the distinction
of being the smallest municipality in Norway.
The main cities closest to the island are Hauge-
sund and Stavanger, the former heing considered
the home town for the ¢ 220 inhabitants of
Utsira. The island is fairly round in shape, with a

diameter of ¢ 3 km, covering ¢ 6 km?. The grey,
barren, mountainous rock that you see from the
ferry is a sign of the rugged nature of Utsira. Yet,
as you enter the north or south harbour, you will
discover one of the island’s secrets: a beautiful
green valley that cuts across the diameter. In
hoth harbours, old boat houses and whart build-
ings line the shore whilst along the lanes joining
north to south and up the short valleys many
houses exhibit a bewildering variety of colours.
The higher areas beyond the valley, which make
up most of the eastern and western parts of the
island, ofter little but barren rock and sparse low
vegetation. These moorlands, where the only
suitable food sources and resting places for birds
are heather and some spruce plantations, are not
very sood for birds and only host breeding
Meadow Pipits Anthus pratensis and Northern
Wheatears Oenanthe oenanthe. A few ponds are
sometimes  frequented by common  dabbling
ducks and the rough coastline can hold a few of
the most common shorebirds. Thus, the main
valley, Siradalen, and its near surroundings, is

159 Utsira in bird’s eye view (Airspot)
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Ultsira

the place for birds and birding, due to its diver-
sity of habitats. Siradalen has numerous fields
which, especially when ploughed, act as power-
ful magnets for newly arrived migrants. Along the
narrow roads and fences criss-crossing the fertile
plain other attractive habitats can be found.
Almost every garden has trees and there is about
a dozen evergreen plantations in or near Sira-
dalen — all featuring sitka spruce Picea citchen-
sis. Regrettably, deciduous trees are rare and just
a few are scattered around the island, often
thanks to some gardener’s interest. Utsira’s only
major freshwater lake, Madkeskittmyr, named
unkindly for its gull muck, is a small lake situated
in the north of the island. The main attraction for
the birds being the trees, bushes and other shrubs
connected with the gardens, this special scene
results in a unique way of birding for Norway,
namely ‘garden birding’. Conveniently, you can
do nearly all the birding from the network of
country lanes, checking the gardens while you
wander around and still keeping a close watch at
the nearby fields and plantations. The northern-
most tip of Utsira, Perleneset, provides a fine sea-
watch paoint where much activity occurs in late
summer and early autumn. It is an excellent
place to watch pelagic species and, considering
the obsession of many Scandinavians for sea-
birds, its popularity is readily understood.

Geography

The geographical position of Utsira is the main
factor why it is such a good locality for finding
migratory birds. It is strategically situated on the
main migration route of birds travelling from
Scandinavia to Britain or Iberia, especially with
regard to autumn migrants. Another, equally
important factor is Utsira’s role as a major, natur-
al stopover point for reverse-migrating eastern
rarities heading north-west and west each
autumn. Being off the westernmost point of
Rogaland, it is also strategically placed for ob-
serving the migration of seabirds in the north-
eastern Atlantic. A lot of birds will see Utsira as
the first piece of land if forced to return to
Norway due to a weather front out in the North
Sea, or they use it as a place to recuperate before
crossing the North Sea in autumn. Since the
small main valley and the adjacent south-eastern
part of the island hold nearly all the birds, at
least the passerines and near-passerines, birders
can easily gain control of the scene. The relative-
ly sparse vegetation and small areas involved
suggest that a large proportion of the birds actu-
ally present will be discovered. Migrant birds
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FIGURE 1 Geographical position of Utsira

have few places to hide and, when newly arriv-
ed, they tend to stay for a while. Therefore, the
chances of discovering birds on Utsira are rea-
sonably high.

History

Utsira’s ornithological history started before
World War I. The first ornithological expedition
to the island was in 1927, led by a Briton, | L
Chawaorth Musters, who regularly returned to the
island until 1937. His observations formed the
first major contribution to the knowledge of the
birds of Utsira. He predicted six species new to
Utsira: Richard’s Pipit A richardi, Yellow-browed
Warbler Phylloscopus inornatus, Red-breasted
Flycatcher Ficedula parva, Common Rosefinch
Carpodacus erythrinus, Rustic Bunting Emberiza
rustica and Little Bunting E pusilla. His theory
was that since these species had to pass Norway
and the North Sea on their autumn migration, as
they already had occurred on Fair Isle, Scotland,
then they must also pass over Utsira. His predic-
tion was a success. In the next decades, ornitho-
logists appeared on an irregular basis, mainly
under the guidance of Norwegian birders, a
community of enthusiasts which was slowly
growing,



160 Myrtle Warbler / Mirtezanger Dendroica coronata, Utsira, Rogaland, Norway, & October 1996 (Hdikon
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163 Evebrowed Thrush / Vale Lijster Turdus obscurus, Utsira, Rogaland, Norway, October 1981 (Ove Bryne)

164 Rose-breasted Grosbeak / Roodborstkardinaal Pheucticus ludovicianus, Utsira, Rogaland, Norway, October
1977 (Ove Bryne) 165 Little Bunting / Dwerggors EFmberiza pusilla and Yellow-breasted Bunting / Wilgengors
E aureola, Utsira, Rogaland, Norway, September 1985 (Ove Bryne)




It was not until 1972 that observations were car-
ried out systematically. From that vear on, there
was nearly full coverage in each autumn, led by
the same faithful observers, although only few
springs were covered, In the autumns of 1972-
75, the work was organized by Viggo Ree.
During this important period — when nearly 70
new species for Utsira were recorded — a lot
more was learned about the local bird move-
ments, both from studies of numbers and species
migrating, and by looking at phenological
aspects of the migration. The resulls formed the
basis for the first major publication on the birds
of Utsira — an analysis of bird movements during
the autumns of 1972-76 (Sterna 16: 113-202,
1977). Ove Bryne was responsible for the period
from 1976 onwards for ¢ 10 years. He thereby
also formed a picture of the springs which, until
then, had been very much neglected. Those
vears saw many unrivalled records. The last
decade had its ups and downs regarding man-
ning although both spring and autumn were still
covered for a few weeks each year. When Utsira
Bird Observatory (Utsira Fuglestasjon! was estah-
lished in 1992, a general upsurge in coverage
occurred. Indeed, from 1995 to the present, there
has been full coverage, with material being col-
lected in a constant surveillance every day of the
veadr.

Birding year

A normal vear has a quiet winter period with few
wintering species. However, most winters are
enlivened by wildfowl, with certain geese usual-
ly dominating. In connection with winter storms,
certain unusual sightings have heen noted which
excite local interest. In March, occasionally in
late February, small numbers of spring migrants
arrive, among them Black Redstarts Phoenicurus
ochruros, European Stonechats Saxicola rubicola
and Mistle Thrushes Turdus viscivorus, all 'gsood
birds” in Norway. April is the first spring month
with obviously larger numbers and involving a
larger range of species. In early and mid April,
numbers of short-distance migrants accumulate.
Late April usually sees the year’s first heavy
migration with long-distance migrants occurring
in two-figure numbers. This period is further
characterized by the first rarities of the year. May
is the classic time for migrants but only if the all-
important weather improves! Good numbers of
common migrants and some scarce species can
be seen if conditions are right. An important fac-
tor for the arrival of birds on Utsira in these last
few weeks of spring is the presence of anti-
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cyclonic systems over central Europe, combined
with moderate southerly or south-easterly winds.
Locally, there should be overcast conditions and
it does no harm it northerly or north-westerly
winds prevail for a day or two. In recent years,
weather conditions have been favourable in May
and the subsequent bird avalanches were
impressive and fascinating. For example, the
highly memorable spring of 1992 in western
Europe culminated on Utsira on 25 May, with
the following highlights recorded: one Osprey
Pandion haliaetus, Utsira's first European Bee-
eater Merops apiaster, one Grey Wagtail Motacil-
la cinerea, three Red-spotted Bluethroats Lusci-
nia svecica svecica, 35 Whinchats S rubetra, one
European Stonechat, 15 Icterine Warblers Hippo-
lais icterina, 10 Wood Warblers P sibilatrix, 100
Spotted Flycatchers Muscicapa striata, one Gold-
en Oriole  Oriolus  oriolus, five Red-backed
Shrikes Lanius collurio and one Rustic Bunting.
Also, the very good weather conditions for
migrants in the North Sea area on 18-19 May
1996 — featured in the birding press for localities
such as Fair Isle and Helgoland — produced on
Utsira in the afternoon of 19 May six Common
Cuckoos Cuculus canorus, one Black Redstart,
90 Common Redstarts P phoenicurus, 55 Whin-
chats, one European Stonechat, 20 Ring Quzels
T torquata, two Icterine Warblers, 55 Garden
Warblers Sylvia borin and two Ortolan Buntings
F hortulana. Apart from these and other memor-
able sightings over the vears - too many to men-
tion in detail — there have heen many more out-
standing days to remember. Some have included
day totals of up to 10 Turtle Doves Streptopelia
turtur, 20 Red-spotted Bluethroats, seven Black
Redstarts, 125 Common Redstarts, four European
Stonechats, 125 Ring Quzels, 22 Mistle Thrush-
es, 130 Spotted Flycatchers, 125 Pied Flycatchers
F hypoleuca, 30 Red-backed Shrikes, 30 Com-
mon Rosefinches and seven Ortolan Buntings.
For the toreign visitor, the whole month of May is
an optimal birding period as it produces such
sought-after species as Wryneck Jynx torquilla,
Thrush Nightingale [ luscinia, Red-spotted Blue-
throat, Icterine Warbler, Red-backed Shrike,
Common Rosefinch, Ortolan Bunting and Rustic
Bunting, with 12 records of the latter in the
springs of 1992-98. Mid to late May is the prime
time to find a Subalpine Warbler § cantillans;
Utsira has amassed no fewer than 28 records of
this little Mediterranean gem over the years
(nearly as many as the 31 recorded for the
Netherlands during 1800-1996). The first part of
June is pretty much like late May but can be
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even better. Species like Tree Pipit A trivialis,
Sylvia warblers and Common Chiffchaff P colly-
bita can still occur in their 10s. This is the period
to look for more irregular warm-climate species
such as Marsh Warbler Acrocephalus palustris
and Golden Oriole.

Mid summer on Utsira is probably the worst
period for a birder. The stable weather — anti-
cyclonic systems generating hot sunny days
under clear blue skies — is quite uncomfortable
for both the birds and their admirers. Utsira’s
birdlife during the breeding season is in strong
contrast with the range of visitors in spring and
autumn. About 52 species have been shown to
breed although just 30 do so on a regular basis
(almost as many passerines as non-passerines).
Among the regular breeders are cliff birds such
as Common Guillemot Uria aalge, Razorbill Alca
torda, Black Guillemot Cepphus grylle and
Atlantic Puffin Fratercula arctica. The incidental
breeding birds include species like Marsh
Warbler (once) and Common Rosefinch; their
respective breeding records on Utsira constituted
also the first for Rogaland. The odd mid summer
rarity has been surprisingly infrequent although a
few Arctic Warblers P borealis deserve mention-

ing. This is the period to catch up with European
Storm-petrels Hydrobates pelagicus, for which
Utsira has proved to be an excellent trapping
ground. As many as 322 have been either trap-
ped or seen at night in a single season. Equally
impressive are totals of up to eight Leach’s
Storm-petrels Oceanodroma leucorhoa in a sea-
son, bearing in mind the rarity of the species as a
breeding bird in Norwegian waters.

In a European context, the target species at
Perleneset, the sea-watch point at the northern-
most tip of Utsira, do not make the headlines but
to Scandinavians at least their numbers can be
impressive. Among certain day tallies can be
mentioned 35 000 Fulmars Fulmarus glacialis,
109 Sooty Shearwaters Puffinus griseus, 206
Manx Shearwaters P puffinus, 1000 Northern
Gannets Morus bassanus, 106 Great Skuas
Stercorarius skua and 1500 Little Auks Alle alle.
However, daylight records of the storm-petrels
and any records of the rarer skuas and Sabine’s
Gull Larus sabini, much taken for granted at
other major sea-watch poaints in north-western
Europe, have remained surprisingly scarce.

In early August, the first autumn migrants are
seen heading south. The first wave involves com-

166 Subalpine Warbler / Baardgrasmus Sylvia cantillans, Utsira, Rogaland, Norway, May 1994 (Hdikon Heggland)
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167 Grey-cheeked Thrush / Grijswangdwerglijster
Catharus minimus, Utsira, Rogaland, Norway,
28 October 1973 (Viggo Ree)

mon species in small numbers. Later in the
month, the numbers of species, like vellow wag-
tails Motacilla, Whinchat, various warblers and
flycatchers, are increasing and the odd Barred
Warbler S nisoria and Red-backed Shrike appear.
It is not until September though that the numbers
of common migrants really pick up. This is also
the time for the annual arrival of ‘Utsira speciali-
ties” like Richard's Pipit, Yellow-browed Warbler,
Red-breasted Flycatcher and Little Bunting.
Utsira is the only locality in Norway where these
species occur annually in some numbers. In a
European perspective, some of the autumn totals
are impressive with, for example, 22 Richard’s
Pipits in 1994, 40 Yellow-browed Warblers in
1985 and 13 Little Buntings in 1994, The last 10
days of September and the first 10 days of
October see the culmination of the autumn
migration. For many years, a trip to Ulsira during
this three-week period has been a ‘must’ for
Norwegian birders.  Except during northerly
winds, Utsira never fails to produce good birds at
this time of year. Among the many gems sought
after by birders in this period are Short-toed Lark
Calandrella  brachydactyla, Olive-backed Pipit
A hodgsoni (there have been 18 records since the
first for Europe on 8 October 1937), Citrine
Wagtail M citreola, Siberian Stonechat § maura
and Pallas's Leal Warbler P proregulus whilst
species like Gyr Falcon Falco rusticolus, Great
Snipe Gallinago media and the occasional Grey-
headed Woodpecker Picus canus all favour this
period for a visit. Early October also features the
annual appearance of long-distance migrants,
like Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica, Common

Utsira

168 Pallid Swirt / Vale Gierzwaluw Apus pallidus,
Utsira, Rogaland, Norway, 3 June 1995
(Hikon Heggland)

Redstart, Willow Warbler P traochilus and fly-
catchers, many of which can be seen in double
figures. Some species even culminate like, for
example, Blackcap S atricapilla with day totals of
up to 400 in mid October 1973 and 300 in early
QOctober 1991. The emphasis on some of the
more spectacular birding davs in Utsira's history
is not intended to downplay normal days. Some
examples will show Ulsira’s potential in autumn,
the golden season of the island.

Take as an example 18 Seplember 1995,
which produced one Osprey, one Great Snipe,
one Yellow-browed Warbler, one Wood Warbler,
two Red-breasted Flycatchers and one Yellow-
breasted Bunting £ aureofa. This by itself would
be enough to give Utsira the status of a birders’
paradise but the record is even more impressive
when taking into account that there were anly
two observers on the island that day. It tells also
much about Utsira’s balance between common
and rare birds since, that day, only a few com-
mon species were recorded. Another date, 28
September 1996, stands out in Ultsira’s autumn
annals of fame, producing four Sooty Shear-
waters, one Pomarine Skua S pomarinus, 15
Great Skuas, one Richard’s Pipit, one Barred
Warbler, one Arctic Warbler and five Yellow-
browed Warblers, with a Swainson’s Thrush
Catharus ustulatus to round things off in the
evening. For the record, some of the more out-
standing autumn day totals included 400 Wrens
Traglodyvtes troglodytes, seven Black Redstarts,
100 Common Redstarts, 100 Ring Quzels,
50 000 Fieldiares T pilaris, 50 000 Redwings
T iliacus, eight Barred Warblers, 100 Garden
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Warblers, 10 Yellow-browed Warblers, 2000
Goldcrests Regulus regulus, seven Red-breasted
Flycatchers and 16 Ortolan Buntings. The
autumns of 1995 and 1996 produced six Rosy
Starlings Sturnus roseus. The last two months of
the year are a quiet period for migrating birds.
Yet, November still has the ‘feel’ of October, with
mild weather prevailing and quite a few days of
visible migration. Vigils can be enlivened during
this period by the occasional Little Grebe
Tachybaptus ruficollis and Hen Harrier Circus
cyaneus, some movements of Little Auks, linger-
ing Black Redstarts and the odd eastern Common
Chiffchaff. In most years, one or two Glaucous
Gulls L hyperboreus appear at the end of the
year.

Rarities

Much of Utsira’s reputation as a birding hot-spot,
both in Norway and internationally, no doubt
stems from the unparalleled sightings of rarities.
Over the years, Utsira has amassed a long and
intriguing rarity list. Nationally, it ranks as the
premier location for ‘firsts’, having added no less
than 19 new species to the Norwegian list (all lis-
ted on the Internet at: http;//home.sol.no/
~bhoeylan/utsira/index.html). The saga of rarities
on Utsira can be said to begin on 6 October
1934 when Norway’s first Rustic Bunting was
recorded. Two vyears later, a remarkable four
Short-toed Larks turned up in September and
October 1936. In the next year, three new Nor-
wegian species were added in a single month
from 7 September to 8 October 1937: European
Reed Warbler A scirpaceus, Yellow-browed
Warbler and Olive-backed Pipit. Impressive as
these results in the 1930s were, they were paral-
leled in the 1970s. Utsira was also the first place
in Scandinavia to record Nearctic passerines.
While the appearance of passerines from the
North American continent over the years can be
described as the icing on the cake, it is the annu-
al return of Siberian vagrants that maintains
Utsira’s name as a place to see rarities. Each
autumn, a multitude of rarities is found among
the more common Scandinavian migrants and
some eastern European vagrants occurring on
Utsira.

Nearctic species included one Buff-breasted
Sandpiper Tryngites subruficollis on 26-28 Sep-
tember 1978; the first Norwegian ‘mainland’
record of Spotted Sandpiper Actitis macularia on
28 May 1997; one Ring-billed Gull L delawaren-
sis from 22 May to 22 July 1992; the only three
Norwegian records of Swainson’s Thrush on 20
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September 1974, 28 September 1996 and from
30 September to 6 October 1997; the only
Norwegian record of Grey-cheeked Thrush
C minimus on 28 and 30 October 1973 al-
though, at the time of writing, the very similar
Bicknell’s Thrush C bicknelli cannot be eliminat-
ed; the only Scandinavian record of Myrtle
Warbler Dendroica coronata on 8 October 1996;
the only Norwegian records of Rose-breasted
Grosbeak Pheucticus ludovicianus on 13-19 May
1977 and 1 October 1977, the former constitut-
ing the only spring record in Europe of an assum-
ed wild bird; and, finally, a Baltimore Oriole
Icterus galbula on 13 May 1986, also the only
record for Norway.

From the Eastern Palearctic region, high-quali-
ty rarities included one Pacific Golden Plover
Pluvialis fulva on 10 October 1986; the first Nor-
wegian Pechora Pipit A gustavi on 29 September
1976; one White’s Thrush Zoothera aurea on 28
September 1978; three Siberian Thrushes Z sibi-
rica on 11 October 1980; 30 September 1984
and 4 September 1986; one Eyebrowed Thrush
T obscurus on 3 October 1981 which was trap-
ped in a mistnet and thus one of the extremely
few rarities not found in the field on Utsira; four
Black-throated Thrushes T ruficollis atrogularis
on 23 October 1986, 10-12 November 1990, 1-
9 October 1991 and 23 April 1997; the first
Norwegian Pallas’s Grasshopper Warbler Locus-
tella certhiola on 28 September 1986, followed
by singles on 7-8 October 1988 and 9 October
1995; two Lanceolated Warblers L lanceolata on
6 October 1991 and 27-30 September 1997; two
Radde’s Warblers P schwarzi on 6 October 1991
and 5 October 1996; the first Norwegian Dusky
Warbler P fuscatus on 10-13 October 1974, fol-
lowed by singles on 20 October 1984, 30-31
October 1984 and 10-12 October 1996; the only
Norwegian Chestnut Bunting £ rutila on 13-15
October 1974 which at the time was only the
second record for Europe of an assumed wild
bird; and, lastly, 11 Yellow-breasted Buntings
since the first on 15 September 1972, all occur-
ring from late August to late September except
one, a female on 24 june 1980.

Among rarities with a southern European or
central Asiatic origin recorded on Utsira were
one Little Bittern Ixobrychus minutus on 21 May
1976; one Night Heron Nycticorax nycticorax on
the early date of 16 April 1989; one Great White
Egret Casmerodius albus on 22 May 1996; one
Stone-curlew Burhinus oedicnemus on 29 April
1997, the earliest record for Norway; one Great
Spotted Cuckoo Clamator glandarius on 25 April



1993, again Norway's earliest; one Pallid Swift
Apus pallidus on 3 June 1995; one Calandra Lark
Melanocorypha calandra on 25-27 May 1985;
Norway’s only Isabelline Wheatear O isabellina
from 29 September to 18 October 1977; the
second Norwegian Pied Wheatear O pleschanka
on 7-9 October 1977; one Western Black-eared
Wheatear O hispanica on 24 September 1982
and one black-eared wheatear O hispanica/me-
lanoleuca on 4 October 1983; one Desert
Wheatear O deserti on 3 October 1992; the first
Norwegian Blyth’s Reed Warbler A dumetorum
from 27 September to 9 October 1975, followed
by singles on 7 October 1992 and 8 June 1993;
the first Norwegian Booted Warbler A caligatus
on 6 October 1978, with further individuals on
22 October 1996 and 29-31 August 1997; the
second Norwegian Melodious Warbler H poly-
glotta on 7 and 11 June 1993; two Western
Bonelli’'s Warblers P bonelli from 30 September
to 1 October 1987 and 12 May 1988; the first
Norwegian Turkestan Shrike L phoenicuroides on
30 September to 1 October 1974, followed by
one isabelline shrike L isabellinus/phoenicuroi-
des/speculigerus on 7 October 1991; two Lesser
Grey Shrikes L minor on 20-27 August 1993 and
6 June 1997; Europe’s first Steppe Grey Shrike
L pallidirostris on 5 September 1953, with an-
other on 16-25 October 1976; and one Balearic
Woodchat Shrike [ senator badius on 26-29
September 1972, constituting the only record for
Norway.

Oceanic stragglers have been surprisingly few
and far between. Countless hours of observation
at Perleneset have produced one Black-browed
Albatross Diomedea melanophris on 10 May
1989; four Great Shearwaters P gravis since the
first on 9 August 1982; and one Balearic Shear-
water P mauretanicus on 11 October 1984.

Currently, the Utsira list stands at 301 species.
The total includes two species only recorded as
corpse: Spotted Crake Porzana porzana on 24
September 1996 (killed by a car of all things!)
and Pale Barn Owl Tyto alba alba on 4 October
1992, but excludes a tideline corpse of lvory
Gull Pagophila eburnea (found on 28 June 1978)
and four species regarded as escapes: Lesser
Flamingo Phoenicopterus minor (22-26 April
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1986), Oriental Greenfinch Chloris sinica (21
April 1996), Red-headed Bunting E bruniceps (7
September 1937, 30 August to 5 September
1973, 20-31 May 1979 and 8-14 May 1997) and
Lazuli Bunting Passerina amoena (29 May 1980).

Transportation

There are several options to get to Norway; of
these, by air is the most convenient nowadays.
After arrival at Oslo you can continue by inland
service to Haugesund airport where a bus or taxi
will bring you to the town centre. If you arrive at
Stavanger, a long-distance coach or catamaran
ferry will bring you to Haugesund in a couple of
hours. From Haugesund, the local ferry, MS
Utsira, departs for Utsira three times a day. The
ferry has room for ¢ 18 cars but there is little
advantage in having a car. The island is so small
and compact that birding spots and essential
buildings, like the post office, general store and
local pub, are within walking distance. A car is
nice if you have a lot of equipment; a ticket costs
¢ NOK 120 (c GBP 10). Island lodgings have
improved greatly in recent years and a room with
modern conveniences will set you back from
NOK 50 to 200 a night. Norway has a reputation
as an expensive country to live and Utsira is no
exception in this regard. The store accepts credit
cards and can issue cash.

The visiting foreign birder will get the most out
of a trip to Utsira by coming here from mid or
late May to early June or, alternatively, from mid
September to mid October. As a general rule, it is
important to remember that the onset of spring is
heavily dependent on the weather which in turn
determines birding results. If you are interested in
Utsira and its birdlife, please contact Utsira Bird
Observatory, PO Box 23, 5515 Utsira, Norway,
telephone 00-47-52749204. More information,
including a detailed map and several rarity pho-
tographs, is available at the following Internet
website: http://home.sol.no/~bhoeylan/utsira/.

Let me end by expressing my lasting gratitude
to the local people of Utsira, many of whom
have a deep interest in birds, and my own deep
appreciation to The Residents for their musical
inspiration which keeps me on my toes physical-
ly and mentally.

Geir Mobakken, PO Box 23, 5515 Utsira, Norway
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Invasie van Pestvogels in Nederland
in 1995/96 in (inter)nationaal

perspectief

Fred Hustings, Paul Knolle, Peter de Knijff & Erik van Winden

estvogels Bombycilla garrulus worden jaar-

lijks in Nederland waargenomen, vooral in
de noordelijke delen en doorgaans in bescheiden
aantallen. Eens in de zoveel jaar heeft hun voor-
komen een irruptief karakter, zoals in 1995/96.
Deze invasie wordt hier gedocumenteerd, verge-
leken met vroegere invasies en in een internatio-
naal perspectief geplaatst. De nadruk ligt op aan-
talsverloop, aantallen en verspreiding. Gegevens
over leeftijdsverhouding binnen groepen, voed-
selkeus en precieze aanwezigheidsduur van indi-
viduen zijn te fragmentarisch verzameld om ver-
der bewerkt te worden.

Methode

Bronnen 1995/96

Het overgrote deel van de waarnemingen stamt
uit twee bronnen: de Dutch Birding-vogellijn en
het Bijzondere Soorten Project (BSP) voor Niet-
broedvogels van SOVON. In beide gevallen wor-
den losse waarnemingen van bijzondere soorten
centraal ingezameld onder vermelding van da-
tum, aantal vogels, gedrag (overvliegend/pleiste-
rend), waarnemer en waarneemplaats (DBA:
exacte locatie, SOVON: kilometerhok of kwart-
blok 2.5 x 2.5 km). Aanvullende waarnemingen
zijn ontvangen na oproepen in SOVON-Nieuws
en Dutch Birding. Alle waarnemingen zijn sa-
mengevoegd tot één computerbestand, waarbij
evident dubbele waarnemingen er zoveel moge-
lijk uitgefilterd zijn. Hierbij bleek dat de overlap
tussen de beide hoofdbronnen van informatie
gering was. Buitenlandse informatie werd verkre-
gen uit artikelen in vogeltijdschriften en door
correspondentie op Internet.

Bewerking

Pestvogels kunnen lange tijd op een locatie blij-
ven hangen, maar zijn uitermate mobiel. Op
plaatsen waar met grote regelmaat geteld wordt,
kunnen de aantall<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>