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Birding in Japan
Mark A Brazil

s European birders travel ever further afield,

the allure of Siberian vagrants makes the Far
East a particularly attractive destination. South-
eastern Asia, especially Thailand and Malaysia,
has long been drawing birders but in the Far East
it is only Japan, although somewhat expensive,
that offers both the quality of birding and the
ease of transport that make a short trip worth
while. The numbers of birders currently visiting
Japan is small compared with those attracted to
south-eastern Asia but the availability of English-
language birding information is slowly changing
that.

The first modern field guide to the birds of
Japan, Birds of Japan in natural colours (Koba-
yashi 1956), greatly facilitated birding amongst
the Japanese and led to the initial upsurge in the
popularity of the hobby, but only for Japanese
readers. It was not until the 1960s that inform-
ation on the identification of Japanese birds
became available in English through Birds in
Japan: a field guide (Yamashina 1961) though,
despite its title, it was more of a handbook. The
change came in the early 1980s when the
modern A field guide to the birds of Japan (Wild
Bird Society of Japan 1982) was released in both
English and Japanese. At last, all species then
known from Japan were both described and illus-
trated in colour. While adequate identification
material was now available, it was information
on where to find the birds that was the factor
limiting non-Japanese birders.

During the late 1980s and early 1990s, that
situation has changed dramatically and the bird-
er visiting Japan is now well supplied with infor-
mation in English. In addition to the Field guide
(Wild Bird Society of Japan 1982), there are two
major site-by-site bird-finding guides (Brazil
1987, Robinson 1987), several excellent travel
guides (eg, McQueen 1990), two excellent
national road maps (Shobunsha 1991, 1993)
and, most recently, a complete review of the sta-
tus and distribution of the birds of Japan (Brazil
1991) and numerous magazine articles. Japan is
now justly renowned for its spectacular winter
gatherings of waterfowl|, the magnificent Steller’s
Sea Eagles Haliaeetus pelagicus, the 100-strong
flocks of Japanese Cranes Grus japonensis in

[Dutch Birding 16: 45-54, apnl 1994|

Hokkaido (Brazil 1986, 1993a), Asia's largest
flock of at least 10 000 Hooded G monacha and
White-naped Cranes G vipio in Kyushu (Brazil
1994), its flocks of thrushes and buntings and, in
summer, exciting endemics and eastern Asian
specialities. In addition, for those with a pen-
chant for seabirds, seabirding is both exciting
and luxurious, though because it has been dealt
with elsewhere (Brazil 1988, 1993d) it is not
covered here.

While there is now a great deal of information
available about Japan, there is still scope for
ornithological exploration and new birding sites
remain to be discovered. The 1980s saw the dis-
covery of a species new to science, Okinawa
Rail Rallus okinawae, of a previously unknown
migration route of Chinese Sparrowhawk Accipi-
ter soloensis (before that considered a rarity), of
new breeding localities for Short-tailed Albatross
Diomedea albatrus, |zu lslands Thrush Turdus
celaenops and ljima’s Warbler Phylloscopus iji-
mae and of many new raptor migration watch-
points. Many new species were added to the
Japanese list during the last decade and no doubt
much remains to be discovered.

Geography, topography and climate

Japan, comprising of four main islands and in-
numerable smaller islands scattered offshore,
extends for more than 3500 km, between 20 and
45:30 N, along the western rim of the Pacific
Ocean, off the eastern coast of the Asian conti-
nent. Its position in the Palearctic means that it
shares a proportion of its avifauna with north-
western Europe. The south-western islands, the
Nansei Shoto, form a boundary with the Oriental
region. Thus, for the visiting European birder
there is a firm base of familiarity while the long
list of specialities makes birding in Japan a
mouth-watering proposition.

The main island chain consists, from north to
south, of Hokkaido, Honshu, Shikoku and Kyu-
shu. Other ornithologically important, very long
island chains extend out into the Pacific Ocean.
Extending south for more than 1100 km from
central Honshu are the 1zu, Ogasawara (Bonin)
and Ilwo (Volcano) Islands while the islands of
the Nansei Shoto extend in a curving arc more
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31 Steller’s Sea Eagle / Stellers Zeearend Haliaeetus pelagicus, Hokkaido, Japan, February 1988
(Mark Brazil/lmages of Japan)

32 Japanese Crane / Chinese Kraanvogel Grus japonensis, Kushiro, Hokkaido, Japan, 5 March 1994 (Enno B Ebels)
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33 Baer's Pochard / Baers Witoogeend Aythya baeri, Ukima Park, Tokyo, Japan, 3 March 1994 (Enno B Ebels)
34 Lidth's Jay / Lidths Gaai Garrulus lidthi, Amami-oshima, Japan, 11 March 1983 (Mamoru Tsuneda/images of
Japan) 35 Latham’s Snipe / Japanse Snip Gallinago hardwickii, Hokkaido, lapan, June 1984 (Mark Brazil/lmages of
Japan) 36 Amami Woodcock / Amamihoutsnip Scolopax mira, Nansei Shoto, Japan (Mark Brazil/images of Japan)
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than 1000 km south-west from Kyushu to tiny
Yonaguni-jima, which lies in sight of Taiwan. To
see a representative cross-section of Japan's avi-
fauna, it is important to travel the full length of
the archipelago, from Hokkaido to at least Oki-
nawa, both in summer and winter.

Nearly 75% of Japan’s 370 000 km? land area
is mountainous. Mountain ranges form the spine
of Honshu and also dominate both Hokkaido
and Kyushu. Volcanoes too are numerous, as are
crater lakes and hot springs. Many peaks rise to
more than 2000 m, some to more than 3000 m,
and, as a result, hillsides and valleys are steep,
rivers tend to be short and swift-flowing and
there are few large open plains. The coastline is
much indented, largely rocky (or concreted!) but
also with some remaining (and seriously threat-
ened!) wetlands and estuaries (Brazil 1993b).

Japan’s climate is distinctly seasonal. Cold
north-westerly winds dominate in winter, bring-
ing heavy snows to the Sea of Japan coast and
dry cold invigorating weather to the Pacific
coast. Sea-ice reaches Hokkaido's shores and its
winter is subarctic in intensity. Spring, sym-
bolized by the cherry blossom front, moves up
the Japanese island chain beginning in late
February in the far south but only reaching Hok-
kaido in May. Then comes the rainy season
which lasts about one month, also following the
blossom track but not reaching Hokkaido, and
which can bring prolonged rain. Summer is hot
and humid but by mid-August both temperature
and humidity begin to fall. Late summer and
autumn, especially September and October, is
the typhoon season. These brief tropical storms
are extremely powerful but often bring in their
wake interesting seabirds (Brazil 1993d). From
mid-October onwards, cool weather is to be
expected and autumn colours are absolutely
superb. Winter settles in during November and
December.

The main reasons for Japan having such a fas-
cinating avifauna with such an interesting di-
versity of species relate to its long isolation from
the continent, the number of isolated islands, its
great length and great range of climate and habi-
tats and its having escaped ‘recent’ catastrophic
glaciation. As a result, Japan’s avifauna includes
montane specialties, northern and Siberian ele-
ments, southern Oriental elements, a broad
selection of eastern Asian species plus little-
known island endemics. Japan is also situated on
a major Pacific-rim flyway and hence receives a
wide variety of migrants. Furthermore, a remark-
able number and diversity of seabirds breed or
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winter in Japanese waters or pass through on
migration. An abundance of ferries passing
through these waters make exciting seabirding an
additional feature of a visit to Japan (Brazil 1988,
1993d).

The very best times for visiting Japan are
during early summer, particularly late May and
June, and mid-winter, particularly late January
and February. In either season, it is possible to
observe more than 200 species. Spring and
autumn migration periods are also exciting, espe-
cially if spent on one of the islands in the Nansei
Shoto or in the Sea of Japan (Brazil 1993¢) but
since visits during these seasons will miss a num-
ber of the species most wanted by visiting bird-
ers, spring and autumn are best avoided when
available time is limited.

Hokkaido

The avifauna of Hokkaido is, with few excep-
tions, exclusively Palearctic and bears a strong
similarity to regions like Sakhalin and Ussuri-
land. It is characterized by species of northern
origin though it lacks a number of true Siberian
species. Even so, it forms the southern limit for a
number of northern breeding species.

Eastern Hokkaido in particular offers ornitho-
logical excitement. In winter, after arriving in
Kushiro by ferry, a good circuit takes in three
sites north of Kushiro where Japanese Cranes
gather in flocks of up to 100, the excellent forests
around Kawayu for woodpeckers and Hazel
Grouse Bonasa bonasia and Rausu on the Shire-
toko, snow-bound in winter and home to a huge
gathering of Steller’s Sea Eagle which roost in
wooded valleys and hunt offshore (Brazil 1993a).
There are large concentrations of Slaty-backed
Larus schistisagus and Glaucous-winged Gulls
L glaucescens here too. Then, one can travel
down the east coast to Odaito Bay, with its huge
flocks of Whooper Swans Cyvgnus cygnus and
wintering Glaucous Gulls L hyperboreus, before
continuing to Capes Nosappu and Ochiishi to
look for Red-faced Cormorant Phalacrocorax
urile, Spectacled Guillemot Cepphus carbo and
other alcids, and more raptors including Gyrfal-
con Falco rusticolus. In summer, this circuit can
be reversed, first travelling eastwards from Kushi-
ro to Cape Kiritappu to look for Tufted Puffins
Lunda cirrhata and at night Leach’s Petrels
Oceanodroma leucorhoa, then to the meadows,
coastal marshes and forests around Lake Furen
and Cape Ochiishi to search for Japanese Crane,
White-tailed Eagle H albicilla, Latham’s Snipe
Gallinago hardwickii, Gray's Grasshopper Locus-
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Zeearend H albicilla,

Shiretoko, Hokkaido, Japan (Noboru Okada/Images of Japan) 39 B cater / Boninhoningeter Apa-
lopteron familiare, Haha-jima, Ogasawara Islands, Japan, June 1987 (Mark Brazil/lmages of Japan) 40 Ryukyu Ro-
bin / Ryukyuroodborst Erithacus komadori, Ryukyu, Japan, 29 January 1984 (Mamoru Tsuneda/lmages of Japan)
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tella fasciolata, Lanceolated L lanceolata and
Middendorff's Grasshopper Warblers [ ochoten-
sis, Siberian Rubythroat Luscinia calliope, Red-
flanked Bluetail Tarsiger cyanurus, Long-tailed
Rosefinch Uragus sibiricus and Black-faced Bun-
ting Emberiza spodocephala. The marshes at
Notsuke, just north-east of Odaito Bay, have
breeding Yellow-breasted Buntings E aureola
while the forests of the Shiretoko are home to
Grey Buntings E variabilis. Crossing the peninsu-
la to the Okhotsk coast, a visit to Tofutsu-ko is
worth while for breeding Falcated Duck Anas fal-
cata and Hobby F subbuteo, and then to the
forests near Kawayu for Japanese Green Pigeon
Treron sieboldii, Hodgson’s Hawk Cuckoo Cucu-
lus fugax, Jungle Nightjar Caprimulgus indicus,
White's Thrush Zoothera dauma, Narcissus Fly-
catcher Ficedula narcissina, Siberian Blue Robin
L cyane, Eastern Crowned P coronatus and Pale-
legged Warbler P tenellipes, Red-cheeked Star-
ling Sturnus philippensis and Meadow Bunting
E cioides to name but a few.

Honshu and Shikoku

Though predominantly Palearctic, these islands
are greatly influenced by the proximity of the
Oriental region. In summer, climate, vegetation
and birds suggest an almost tropical setting. The
region receives the greatest number of migrants
and accidentals, but also attracts certain species
which do not breed elsewhere in Japan, and is
home to several endemics. These groups of spe-
cies include Swinhoe's O monorhis and Band-
rumped Petrels O castro, Rock Ptarmigan La-
gopus mutus, Copper Syrmaticus soemmerringii
and Green Pheasants Phasianus versicolor,
Japanese Green Woodpecker Picus awokera,
Fairy Pitta Pitta nympha, Grey-headed Lapwing
Hoplopterus cinereus, Painted Snipe Rostratula
benghalensis, Tiger Shrike Lanius tigrinus, Alpine
Accentor Prunella collaris, Japanese Marsh War-
bler Megalurus pryeri, Japanese Reed E yessoen-
sis and Japanese Yellow Buntings E sulphurata
and, until the early 1980s, Japanese Crested Ibis
Nipponia nippon (now extinct in the wild in
Japan).

Most birders will arrive in Tokyo and some
excellent birding is available for those staying in
the city. The Meiji Shrine and its wooded park
holds Japanese Pygmy Woodpecker Picoides
kizuki, Brown-eared Bulbul Hypsipetes amauro-
tis, Japanese Bush Warbler Cettia diphone,
Varied Tit Parus varius, Japanese White-eye Zos-
terops japonica, Oriental Greenfinch Carduelis
sinica and Azure-winged Magpie Cyanopica
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cyana and, in winter, a flock of Mandarin Duck
Aix galericulata. The lakes at Ueno Zoo and
other parks attract many ducks, sometimes inclu-
ding Baer’s Pochard Aythya baeri. The estuaries
of Yatsuhigata and of the Tama river are excel-
lent for ducks, gulls and shorebirds while the
upper reaches of the Tama river have breeding
Long-billed Plover Charadrius placidus and, in
winter, large flocks of ducks including Falcated
Duck and Smew Mergus albellus. Further afield,
the wooded hills of Karuizawa, Oku-Nikko and
the lower slopes of Mount Fuji provide most of
Japan's forest specialists, from Copper Pheasant
and Japanese Green Woodpecker to Japanese
Grosbeak Eophona personata year-round and, in
summer, Siberian Thrush Z sibirica, Japanese
Robin Erithacus akahige and Blue-and-White Fly-
catcher Muscicapa cyanomelana. East of Tokyo,
the marshes of Kasumigaura harbour, in summer,
Schrenck’s Little Bittern Ixobrychus eurhythmus,
Japanese Marsh Warbler and Japanese Reed Bun-
ting.

The mountains of central Honshu will attract
those who like serious hiking and who probably
will find Hodgson’s Hawk Eagle Spizaetus ni-
palensis, Nutcracker Nucifraga caryocatactes
and Rock Ptarmigan. Mast visitors, however, will
spare little time for Honshu after having spent
several days on trips out of Tokyo though water-
fowl lovers probably will want to visit Lake lzu-
numa in northern Honshu to see the wintering
flocks of Bean Anser fabalis and White-fronted
Geese A albifrons and Katano-kamo-ike, on the
west coast, for the now rare Baikal Teal A formo-
sa, or will want to search for the Chinese Mer-
ganser M squamatus which, since the mid-
1980s, have wintered for several consecutive
years on the upper reaches of the Kiso river
above Nagoya. Longer-term visitors will want to
visit Cape Irago to watch autumn raptor migra-
tion and will seek out the remaining mud-flats
along the Pacific coast for rarer migrant shore-
birds such as Spoon-billed Sandpiper Euryno-
rhynchus pygmeus and Nordmann’s Greenshank
Tringa guttifer among the large flocks of Red-
necked Stints Calidris ruficollis, Sharp-tailed
Sandpipers C acuminata and Grey-tailed Tattlers
Heteroscelus brevipes.

Islands of the Pacific Ocean and the Sea of Japan
Having addressed the main species of the larger
islands, birders should turn their attention to
Japan's Pacific islands. The nearest readily acces-
sible and most worthwile for a visit is Miyake-
jima in the lzu Islands. The local and endemic



resident lzu Islands Thrush is the main attraction
but Japanese Woodpigeon Columba janthina is
also resident here and, in summer, ljima’s War-
bler and Japanese Robin are to be looked for too.

Those with extra time may want to travel fur-
ther south to the Ogasawara Islands. This journey
not only offers excellent opportunities for sea-
birding but at the end of it there is the endemic
Bonin Islands Honeyeater Apalopteron familiare
(Brazil 1987, 1993d).

The islands off the coast of the Sea of Japan are
much smaller and have few residents and no
endemics but, if names like Fair Isle, The Isles of
Scilly, Falsterbo or Point Pelee excite you, the
islands of Awashima and Tobishima off northern
Honshu, Hegura off central Honshu and Tsushi-
ma off northern Kyushu should be high priorities.
From late April to early June and from September
to early November, almost any wagtail, thrush,
warbler, flycatcher or bunting on the Japanese
list is likely to turn up. Siberian Rubythroat, Sibe-
rian Blue Robin, White’s and Siberian Thrushes,
Pale-legged Warbler, Mugimaki F mugimaki,
Yellow-rumped F zanthopygia and Narcissus Fly-
catchers, Japanese Paradise Flycatcher Terpsi-
phone atrocaudata and Little E pusilla, Chestnut
E rutila, Yellow-breasted and Tristram’s Buntings
E tristrami may all be temptations for the visiting
birder (Brazil 1993b).

Kyushu

On Kyushu, mainland Japanese endemics such
as Copper Pheasant and Japanese Green Wood-
pecker have their southern limits. In summer,
every visiting birder should go there for Fairy
Pitta and Japanese Paradise Flycatcher. In winter,
the rice-fields around Arasaki are the famed roost
and feeding sites of up to 9000 Hooded and
1000-1500 White-naped Cranes, a few Common
G grus and Sandhill Cranes G canadensis and,
more occasionally, these are joined by an acci-
dental Demoiselle Anthropoides virgo or a Sibe-
rian White Crane G leucogeranus and, in 1989,
even by a Swan Goose A cygnoides. Exploring
the surrounding fields and copses is likely to pro-
duce species like Daurian Jackdaw Corvus
dauuricus and thrushes, starling flocks, buntings
(including Black-faced, Meadow, Rustic E rusti-
ca, Grey-headed and sometimes Pallas’s Reed
Buntings E pallasii), Japanese and Chinese Gros-
beaks E migratoria and a regular flock of Pendu-
line Tits Remiz pendulinus. The nearby Takaono
river is a good place for Great Pied Kingfisher
Ceryle lugubris, Long-billed Plover and Japanese
Wagtail Motacilla grandis. Among the citrus
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groves and patches of woodland on the low hills
beyond the crane site, flocks of Dusky T euno-
mus and Pale Thrushes T pallidus, Japanese Bush
Warbler (singing even in February) and, in shady
areas, Yellow-throated E elegans and Grey Bun-
tings can be found.

At the huge inland sea known as Ariake-kai
(north of Arasaki), the wintering flocks of shore-
birds on the mud-flats include Dunlin C alpina
and Curlew Numenius arquata and perhaps even
a Far Eastern Curlew N madagascariensis or a
Black-faced Spoonbill Platalea minor near lIsa-
haya. A significant proportion of the world's
population of the endangered Saunders’s Gull
L saundersi winters in Ariake-kai too (Brazil &
Moores 1993) and recently, up to six Great
Black-headed Gulls [ ichthyaetus have been
found wintering here (Brazil 1991). In autumn,
hordes of migrant Red-necked Stints and Dunlins
together with Great Knot C tenuirostris, Terek
Sandpiper Xenus cinereus and perhaps even
Asiatic Dowitcher Limnodromus semipalmatus
can be seen. Along the northern shore of this
bay, on the reclaimed land and mud-flats near
Saga, more shorebirds, raptors, such as Merlin
F columbarius and Eastern Marsh Harrier Circus
spilonotus, starlings and buntings are present. If
you have plenty of time, continue northwards to
the rivers and estuaries near Fukuoka. The Zuiba-
iji river at Imazu and Wajiro tidal flat are particu-
larly good in autumn when there is always a
chance of Nordmann's Greenshank or Spoon-
billed Sandpiper. In winter, Eurasian Spoonbill
P leucorodia and Black-faced Spoonbill and
Saunders's Gull are usually present among the
more mundane Great Cormorant P carbo, Spot-
billed Duck A poecilorhyncha and several spe-
cies of wintering shorebirds.

After visiting the northern rivers, complete the
circuit by passing down the eastern side of Aria-
ke-kai and visiting Mount Aso. The world’s larg-
est caldera and a huge steaming crater provide a
tremendous backdrop and here you will find
more  Yellow-throated Buntings, Long-tailed
Rosefinches and, with some luck, perhaps a flock
of Japanese Waxwings Bombycilla japonica or a
Copper Pheasant.

From late May onwards, the evergreen broad-
leaf forests around Mi-ike, a small lake on the
eastern flanks of Mount Takachihomine, are very
good for the most colourful of all Japanese
breeding birds, the Fairy Pitta. While searching
for them, Japanese Green Pigeon, White-backed
Dendrocopos leucotos, Japanese Green and
Japanese Pygmy Woodpeckers, Japanese Wag-

-

51



Birding in Japan

tail, Ashy Minivet Pericrocotus divaricatus, )a-
panese Paradise Flycatcher, Narcissus Flycatcher
and Japanese Grosbeak can all be found.

Nansei Shoto

On the Nansei Shoto, the island chain stretching
between Kyushu and Taiwan, the Oriental and
Palearctic faunal regions intergrade. As a result,
the avifauna is of great interest and importance.
The endemic birds of the Nansei Shoto are an
important aspect of planning a visit to Japan at
any season. Several insular endemics occur here,
some ranging throughout the island chain, such
as Ryukyu Robin £ komadori and Ryukyu Mini-
vet P tegimae, some being restricted to only one
or a few islands, such as Lidth's Jay Garrulus
lidthi and Amami Thrush Z major (Amami-oshi-
ma), Pryer's Woodpecker Sapheopipo noguchii
and Okinawa Rail (northern Okinawa) and
Amami Woodcock Scolopax mira (from Amami-
oshima to Okinawa). The endemic Ryukyu Ser-
pent Eagle Spilornis perplexus occurring in the
Yaeyama Islands has only recently been accord-
ed species rank (Ferguson-Lees et al in prep),
being formerly considered a subspecies of Crest-
ed Serpent Eagle S cheela. Ryukyu Scops Owl
Otus elegans is virtually a Japanese endemic
occurring from Amami-oshima to Yonaguni-jima
(and also on Lanyu Island, off south-eastern Tai-
wan). In addition, there are many southerly spe-
cies, such as Cinnamon Bittern | cinnamomeus,
Malay Night Heron Gorsachius melanolophus,
Purple Heron Ardea purpurea, Barred Button-
quail Turnix suscitator, Banded Crake Rallina
eurizonoides, White-breasted Waterhen Amau-
rornis phoenicurus, Formosan Green Pigeon Tre-
ron formosae, Pacific Swallow Hirundo tahitica
and Chinese Bulbul Pycnonotus sinensis, which
all breed here but not further north in Japan.
There are relatively few winter and summer visi-
tors but the islands do receive many migrants
and vagrants.

Amami-oshima

Amami-oshima is the first port of call on a jour-
ney down the Nansei Shoto. The endemic Lidth's
Jay, a noisy colourful corvid, may be found while
driving south-west from the airport or, more like-
ly, beyond the capital of Naze along a track
which runs the length of the island. This track,
the ‘supa-rindo’, which runs along the wooded
hills forming the spine of the island, is one place
to look for the reasonably common Amami
Woodcock at night. If you are visiting Amami in
winter, beware of confusion with Woodcock
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S rusticola which winters here (cf Brazil & lkena-
ga 1987). While looking for the woodcock, it is
easy to hear Ryukyu Scops Owl. At dawn, look
for Ryukyu Robin singing or calling from dense
track-side vegetation and you may be lucky and
surprise an Amami Thrush along the track. You
will also encounter Formosan Green Pigeon,
Japanese Woodpigeon and Rvukyu Minivet in
the same area. The hill top forests are also inha-
bited by the Amami Woodpecker D (leucotos)
owstoni. By contrast to the lush greenery of the
forested hills, the drier northern lowlands around
the airport are generally less exciting for birds
though the sugar-cane fields are good for Barred
Buttonquail (Brazil 1993e).

Okinawa

Okinawa, the largest island of the Nansei Shoto,
is home to a number of Ryukyu specialities in-
cluding two species restricted to this island. At
the southern end of Okinawa lies the Man-ko, a
much reclaimed estuary but still an excellent site
to start a visit to Okinawa. From August to April,
many shorebirds such as Lesser Sand Plover
C mongolus, Grey-tailed Tattler and Red-necked
Stint, and ducks and herons congregate here in
large numbers. Saunders’s Gulls are present vir-
tually every winter and Black-faced Spoonbills
are quite regular visitors.

It is in the wooded hills of the northern part of
the island, known as Yambaru, that the resident
endemics are to be looked for. Yambaru can be
crossed by route 2 from which at least four driv-
able tracks lead to the forested slopes inhabited
by Pryer's Woodpecker and Okinawa Rail. These
species can sometimes be difficult to find but are
by no means impossible for the persistent. The
woodpecker, which often nests near these hill
tracks, is best searched for at dawn around ma-
ture trees. The rail is a secretive bird of the forest
floor, yet it sometimes roosts high in trees, so the
most successful strategy is to search the trees
beside the forest roads at night for roosting birds.
Along the same tracks, Amami Woodcock and
Ryukyu Scops Owls can be found. More easily
observed are Ryukyu Robin, Ryukyu Minivet,
Formosan Green Pigeon, Japanese Woodpigeon,
Japanese Lesser Sparrowhawk A gularis, Ruddy
Kingfisher Halcyon coromanda and Japanese
Paradise Flycatcher; in winter, Grey-faced Buz-
zard Butastur indicus is common both in the hills
and the lowlands. Non-endemic species in Yam-
baru include the common Eastern Reef Egret
Egretta sacra, Blue Rock Thrush Monticola solita-
rius and, in summer, Black-naped Sterna suma-



trana and Roseate Terns S dougallii can be seen
offshore.

When travelling up or down the island, the
rice paddies and rush fields just north of Kin on
the Pacific side should not be missed. This is the
best all-round birding site on the island and is
excellent for migrating shorebirds and wintering
Wood Sandpiper T glareola, Temminck's C tem-
minckii and Long-toed Stints C subminuta, as
well as snipe (including Pintail Snipe G stenura
and sometimes even Swinhoe’s Snipe G megala)
and provides a change from intensive forest bird-
ing. Accidentals such as Swan Goose, Baillon's
Crake Porzana pusilla, Black-capped Kingfisher
H pileata, Redwing T iliacus, Bimaculated Lark
Melanocorypha bimaculata and Savannah Spar-
row Passerculus sandwichensis have been found
here. Kijyoka, north of Nago and Mount Tano on
route 58, is another area of wet fields worth
checking. Cinnamon Bittern is resident here and
around nearby sugar cane fields there are Barred
Buttonquails. The very northernmost tip of Oki-
nawa, Cape Hedo, can also be of interest during
the migration periods, as is a good observation
point on the top of Mount Tano. In recent years,
large numbers of Chinese Sparrowhawks have
been found to migrate over Okinawa in late Sep-
tember and early October and Mount Tano is a
good place to watch them from (Brazil 1993e).

Yaeyama Islands

The coral reef-fringed subtropical Yaeyama
Islands make a final destination. From a birding
point of view, the only islands of significance are
Ishigaki, Iriomote and Yonaguni and visiting
these by boat in late spring and early summer
can be excellent for seabirds (Brazil 1988,
1993d). These small islands are much closer to
Taiwan than to Okinawa and can be visited on
route to Taiwan on the ferry from Okinawa to
Keelung which calls in at Ishigaki. Ryukyu Ser-
pent Eagle breeds here as does Purple Heron and
both are most easily seen on Iriomote. Chinese
Bulbul is resident and often common around
pineapple fields while Yellow Wagtail M flava
and Red-throated Pipit Anthus cervinus both
occur in winter on crop fields and dung heaps
and there are often Chinese Sturnus sinensis and
Silky Starlings S sericeus as well. The two real
Yaeyama specialties, Malay Night Heron and
Banded Crake, are not endemics but can not be
seen further north in Japan. Malay Night Heron,
more easily seen here than anywhere else in the
world, is to be found in worm-rich areas
adjacent to mangroves near river mouths, and
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near stockfields, in south-eastern Ishigaki and
northern Iriomote. Banded Crake is now very
rare, seemingly having been largely swamped by
the rapidly expanding population of White-
breasted Waterhen. A number of species new to
Japan, including Collared Kingfisher H collaris,
Hooded Pitta P sordida, Long-tailed Shrike
L schach, Grass Owl Tyto capensis and Philip-
pine Duck A luzonica, have been found here
and no doubt more will follow (Brazil 1993e).

Additional dimensions

While travelling, it is impossible not to be ex-
posed to the extremely distinctive and fascinating
culture of Japan, entirely different from that in
Europe; for those armed with a spirit of ad-
venture a marvellous experience. While birding,
it is impossible not to notice some of Japan’s
other wildlife. On Hokkaido, red fox Vulpes vul-
pes and sika deer Cervus nippon are common
and conspicuous, brown bear Ursus arctos a pos-
sibility, and Asiatic chipmunks Tamias sibiricus
widespread. On Honshu and Kyushu, you are
more likely to see raccoon dogs Nyctereutes pro-
cvonides and Japanese macaques Macaca fusca-
ta and, with luck in the mountains, the strange
goat-antelope Japanese serow Capricornis cris-
pus, perhaps a wild boar Sus scrofa or even an
Asiatic black bear Selenarctos thibetanus. At
night, while owling, you may come across the
cat-sized giant flying squirrel Petaurista leucoge-
nys. In the Nansei Shoto, Ryukyu flying foxes
Pteropus dasymallus are to be looked for at night
and, on Amami-oshima, while looking for the
woodcock, the endemic Amami black rabbit
Pentalagus furnessi.

Conclusion

A visit to Japan of 3-4 weeks, taking in Hokkai-
do, central Honshu, Miyake-jima, Kyushu,
Amami-oshima and Okinawa and one or more
seabirding trips, in winter or summer, should
produce a list of 200-220 species. While this is
less than is possible in many other countries, it
will be packed with quality and excitement.
Many of Japan’s more interesting species remain
poorly studied and, sadly, the fate of birds such
as Blakiston’s Fish Owl Ketupa blakistoni and
Pryer's Woodpecker hangs in the balance. But,
while some species are lost, others are coloniz-
ing the islands, and each year new species are
added to the toal. The potential for finding new
vagrants still remains enormous.
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Amerikaanse Goudplevieren op Texel
en bij Stavoren in oktober en

november 1989

Enno B Ebels, Tom M F Kompier & Klaas Zwaan

I n het najaar van 1989 werden twee gevallen
van de Amerikaanse Goudplevier Pluvialis do-
minica in Nederland vastgesteld. Ze betroffen het
tweede en derde door de Commissie Dwaalgas-
ten Nederlandse Avifauna (CDNA) aanvaarde
geval. Het eerste geval betrof een vogel die in
november 1900 bij Birdaard, Friesland, werd
verzameld maar pas onlangs als zodanig werd
gedetermineerd (Roselaar 1990). In dit artikel
worden de waarnemingen uit 1989 heschreven
en van commentaar voorzien.

Texel

Op 19 oktober 1989, tijdens de DBA-vogelweek
op Texel, Noordholland, waren Tom Kompier,
Arjen Leendertse en Arnold Meijer samen aan
het vogelen. Door de harde wind had het weinig
zin in de bosjes zangvogels te zoeken en dus
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besloot het drietal zich te concentreren op een
aantal steltloperplekken. Om ¢ 14:15 bekeken ze
in de Mokbaai, aan de zuidkant van het eiland,
een groep Goudplevieren P apricaria. Een Zilver-
plevier P squatarola werd min of meer voor de
grap op de kenmerken van een ‘kleine goudple-
vier' P dominica/fulva gecheckt. De grap werd
echter serieus toen achter deze Zilverplevier een
goudplevier uit een slenkje stapte, die duidelijk
afweek van de aanwezige Goudplevieren.
Opvallend waren de scherp afgetekende witte
wenkbrauwstreep die over de hals doorliep en
afboog naar de borst, de grijzere mantel dan bij
Goudplevier, de nog aanwezige restanten van
het zomerkleed op de onderdelen, het afwij-
kende postuur en het afwijkende foerageer-
gedrag. Toen even later de grijze ondervleugel
zichtbaar werd was zeker dat het hier een nieu-
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we soort betrof voor alle op het eiland aanwezi-
ge vogelaars. Nadat het nieuws was verspreid
konden die middag ¢ 40 mensen, waaronder ook
nog enkele vogelaars van de vaste wal, de vogel
bekijken. Men kwam tot de conclusie dat het een
Amerikaanse Goudplevier P dominica betrof, het
tweede geval voor Nederland en het eerste sinds
1900.

De volgende ochtend werd de vogel aan-
vankelijk niet aangetroffen maar aan het eind
van de ochtend vond Wim Wiegant de vogel
terug in een grote groep overtijende Goudplevie-
ren langs de Watermolenweg, vlak bij de Mok-
baai. Later op de dag werd de vogel weer in de
Mokbaai aangetroffen. Hoewel de waarnemin-
gen steeds korter en minder voorspelbaar werden
is de vogel tot zeker 26 oktober in het gehied
gezien.

De beschrijving is samengesteld aan de hand
van notities van Enno Ebels en TK, schetsen van
AM en GCerald Driessens en foto’s van Hans
Gebuis en René Pop.

GROOTTE & BOUW Postuur iets anders dan van Goud-
plevier, met langere nek en kleinere kop, maar rest van
vogel niet opvallend slank. Buik vrij zwaar, waardoor
postuur ‘bulky’ lijkend. lets kleiner dan Goudplevier,
maar nauwelijks opvallend. Poten mogelijk iets langer
dan bij Goudplevier maar eveneens niet opvallend.
Poten in vlucht niet zichtbaar of opvallend voorbij
staart stekend. Afstand van uiterste punt van tertials tot
staartpunt geschat ¢ 1,5 cm. Tertials tot iets voorbij
helft van staart reikend, maximaal tot 3/5 van zichtbare
deel van staart. Hierdoor vleugelpunten voor relatief
groot deel onbedekt. Handpennen ¢ 0,5 cm voorbij
staart stekend. Op sommige foto's projectie voorbij

staart zichtbaar groter. Zichtbare deel van handpennen
voor staartpunt ten opzichte van deel voorbij staartpunt
¢ 3:1. Snavel relatief iets langer dan bij Goudplevier
maar met even diepe snavelbasis. Snavellengte ‘omge-
klapt’ vanaf bevedering tot vlak achter oog reikend.
KOP & HALS Bovenkop donkerbruin met lichte bleekge-
le streepjes, donkerder dan achterkop en nek. Nek vrij
egaal grijs, iets lichter dan bovenkop. Donkere oog-
streep, vaag voor oog, achter oog uitlopend in opval-
lende donkere, relatief warm gekleurde grijsbruine oor-
streek, contrasterend met brede, zeer opvallende witte
wenkbrauwstreep (met achter oog vage roomkleurige
of bleekgele zweem, wenkbrauwstreep veel witter dan
bij alle aanwezige Goudplevieren), voor oog meer
lichtgrijs en verbonden met lichtgrijs voorhoofd. Wenk-
brauwstreep achter oog breder dan voor cog en achter
oog scherp omknikkend naar beneden. Kop onder oog
licht grijswit. Teugel en voorste deel van wangen licht
bruinachtig. Donkere band van oorstreek naar keel,
waardoor witte vlek onder oog geheel door donkere
tekening omzoomd. Bij aanzicht van kop recht van
voren witte wenkbrauwstreep, wit voorhoofd en lichte
vlek onder oog samen opvallend licht kruis vormend.
BOVENDELEN Grijs met witte en paar gele vlekjes, to-
taalindruk duidelijk grijzer en donkerder dan bij alle
aanwezige Goudplevieren. Mantel bruin, veren met
donkerbruin centrum en lichtgele zoom. Schouderve-
ren bruin met lichtgrijze zoom. Lichte zomen samen
vage lichtere lijntjes op schouders vormend. Door ver-
schil in kleur van veerzomen schouders (evenals ter-
tials en staart) grijzer lijkend dan mantel. Bovenstaart
donkerbruin met wittige streepjes.

ONDERDELEN Borst vlekkerig grijsbruin. Kin en mid-
delste deel van keel zwart gevlekt, overgaand in grijze
hals en borst. Zijkant van keel wittig met vanaf snavel-
basis uitwaaierende donkere streepjes. Witte wenk-
brauwstreep achter oog scherp omknikkend naar bene-
den en verbredend, naar beneden als vage lichte baan
doorlopend en ter hoogte van vleugelboeg afbuigend

FIGUUR 1 Amerikaanse Goudplevier / American Golden Plover Pluvialis dominica, Texel, Noordholland,
oktober 1989 (Gerald Driessens)
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41 Amerikaanse Goudplevier / American Golden
Plover Pluvialis dominica, Texel, Noordholland,
oktober 1989 (René Pop)

naar borst. Flank grijswit tot bruinwit met donkere vlek-
jes en schubjes, overgaand in zwarte middenbuik. Op
verse geruide (lichte) winterkleedveren geen geel zicht-
baar. Onregelmatige tekening en overgang van zwarte
buik naar flanken enigszins lijkend op buiktekening
van Kolgans Anser albifrons. Zwart tot op onderbuik
doorlopend. Anaalstreek en onderstaartdekveren wit
met aan één zijde geisoleerd zwart vlekje op onder-
staartdekveren.

VLEUGEL Tertials donkergrijs tot donkerbruin met don-
kere en lichte dwarsbandering op zoom. Handpennen
donkerbruin tot zwart, donkerder dan bij Goudplevier.
Ondervleugel lichtgrijs, onmiskenbaar donkerder dan
wiltte ondervleugel van Goudplevier. Naar oksel toe
mogelijk iets donkerder, maar verder niet opvallend
getekend.

NAAKTE DELEN Qog donker. Poot donkergrijs. Snavel
zwart.

VLUCHT Bovendelen in vlucht egaal grijsachtig met
smalle lichte vleugelstreep. Volgens enkele waarne-
mers vlieugelstreep smaller en minder opvallend dan bij
Goudplevier.,

GEDRAG  Voortdurend verblijvend in hoog (kwel-
derjgras, vaak alleen kop of nog minder zichtbaar. Vrij
solitair opererend maar meestal wel in nabijheid van
enkele Goudplevieren of Zilverplevieren. Aan Water-
molenweg tussen Goudplevieren rustend. In Mokbaai
foeragerend in open gedeelte met laag gras en slikrand-
jes, vaak wadend in slenkjes. Tijdens foerageren
behoedzaam en vrij langzaam voedselpikkend, bijna
reigerachtig, anders dan onrustiger wroetende Goud-
plevieren.

GELUID Niet gehoord.

De determinatie is voornamelijk gebaseerd op
Hayman et al (1986) en Lewington et al (1991),
Verder is gebruik gemaakt van argumenten uit de
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42 Amerikaanse Goudplevier / American Golden
Plover Pluvialis dominica, Stavoren, Friesland,
19 november 1989 (Klaas Zwaan)

behandeling door de CDNA (in litt).

Door de grijze ondervleugel was meteen dui-
delijk dat het om een Aziatische Goudplevier
P fulva of Amerikaanse Goudplevier moest gaan.
De witte wenkbrauwstreep zonder opvallende
gele tint, het ontbreken van geel op de rest van
de kop en op het reeds geruide deel van de buik
en flanken, de overwegend grijze tot grijsbruine
bovendelen en egaal grijsbruine nek (duidelijk
grijzer dan bij Goudplevier) en het lange zicht-
bare deel van de handpennen ten opzichte van
de tertials passen beter op Amerikaanse Goud-
plevier dan op Aziatische Goudplevier. Hoewel
het door de grote afstand niet mogelijk was om
goede foto’s van de vogel te maken, is op het
beschikbare materiaal toch zichtbaar dat de
vleugelpunten lang waren en een aanzienlijk
stuk voorbij de top van de langste tertial staken.
Dit structurele kenmerk is, naast de kleur, één
van de meest betrouwbare kenmerken voor het
onderscheiden van Amerikaanse Goudplevier en
Aziatische Goudplevier, hoewel de vleugelpun-
ten bij dit geval voor een Amerikaanse Goudple-
vier niet erg ver voorbij de staart staken. Omdat
de vogel actief aan het ruien was, waren de
handpennen mogelijk nog niet volgroeid of juist
sterk gesleten. De buitenste (en langste) hand-
pennen worden relatief laat geruid, vaak pas na
het bereiken van de overwinteringsgebieden, tus-
sen september en januari (Cramp & Simmons
1983). Het feit dat er nog zoveel zwart op de
onderdelen aanwezig was wijst erop dat de
vogel waarschijnlijk nog niet toe was aan het
ruien van pl0. De kans dat de lange handpen-
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projectie niet structureel aanwezig was maar ver-
oorzaakt werd door ontbrekende of onvolgroeide
tertials is echter niet geheel uitgesloten. Beter
inzicht in de ruivolgorde van tertials en hand-
pennen is vereist om over deze mogelijkheid een
afgewogen oordeel te kunnen geven. Het niet
opvallend slanke postuur en de in vlucht niet
duidelijk voorbij de staart stekende poten passen
beter op Amerikaanse Goudplevier.

Een Aziatische Goudplevier in vergelijkbaar
kleed zou meer gele vliekking op de bovendelen
en vooral meer geel in de wenkbrauwstreep,
rond het oog en op de winterkleedveren op de
onderdelen tonen. De handpenprojectie bij de
Aziatische Goudplevier is veel korter dan bij de
Amerikaanse Goudplevier door de langere ter-
tials en de kortere handpennen; meestal reiken
de toppen van de tertials tot aan de staartpunt.

Het slanke postuur, de relatief langere poten
en de kortere staart maken dat de Aziatische
Goudplevier in structuur duidelijk verschilt van
de Goudplevier. Amerikaanse Goudplevier en
Goudplevier verschillen in dit opzicht minder
uitgesproken.

Het vele zwart op de onderdelen duidt op een
adulte vogel die nog grotendeels in zomerkleed
was. Rui was met name zichtbaar op de kop
{onder andere rond de snavelbasis) en op de
onderdelen. Bij de aanwezige Goudplevieren
waren bijna geen sporen van zomerkleed meer
te zien. Slechts één Goudplevier (van de vele
100en aanwezige exemplaren) vertoonde een
vergelijkbare hoeveelheid zwart op de onderde-
len. Dit verschil wordt veroorzaakt door het feit
dat de Amerikaanse Goudplevier later in het jaar
de rui naar het winterkleed voltooit dan de
Goudplevier (Cramp & Simmons 1983).

Stavoren

Op 19 november 1989, precies een maand na de
ontdekking van de vogel van Texel, was Klaas
Zwaan bezig met een telling van Kieviten Vanel-
lus vanellus in de weilanden bij Stavoren, Fries-
land. Om ¢ 12:30 zag hij tussen een groep
Goudplevieren een grijze vogel, waarvan hij
aanvankelijk dacht dat het een Zilverplevier be-
trof. Toen hij de vogel beter bekeek bleek het
geen Zilverplevier te zijn maar een kleine en grij-
ze goudplevier. Omdat KZ besefte met een
mogelijke Amerikaanse Goudplevier te maken te
hebben ging hij, na het afronden van zijn telling,
naar huis om zijn vogelboeken te raadplegen en
keerde vervolgens met zijn camera terug naar de
plek. De vogel bleek gelukkig nog aanwezig en
kon, met de zon in de rug, beschreven en gefoto-

grafeerd worden. De gewaarschuwde Ep van
Hijum kon de vogel even later op dezelfde plek
waarnemen en nadat de ontdekking was inge-
sproken op de Dutch Birding-vogellijn kreeg
Koert Scholten de vogel later in de middag te
zien hij Scharl, Friesland, niet ver, op enkele
kilometers, van de oorspronkelijke plek. Om
16:30 vloog de vogel in zuidelijke richting weg
en werd daarna niet meer gezien.

De beschrijving is gebaseerd op notities van
KZ en KS en foto’s van KZ.

ALGEMENE INDRUK Grijsbruine vogel, zonder enig geel
vlekje of gelige waas. Fijner getekend dan Goudple-
vier. Bij eerste indruk meer op Zilverplevier dan op
Goudplevier lijkend.

GROOTTE & BOUW lets kleiner dan Goudplevier. Lange
vleugels, duidelijk voorbij staart stekend (projectie
voorbij staart ongeveer gelijk aan snavellengte). Rela-
tief groot onbedekt deel van handpennen zichtbaar.
lets hoger op poten staand dan Goudplevier. Kop dik-
ker lijkend dan bij Goudplevier, wellicht door relatief
slankere, langere hals. In vlucht vleugels langer en
smaller lijkend dan bij Goudplevier.

KOP & HALS Wenkbrauwstreep zeer lichtgrijs tot wit,
lopend van boven oog tot op oorstreek. Kruin donker,
als petje afstekend, donkerder dan bij Goudplevier.
Qorstreek grijs met bruin vlekje. Gebied rond snavel-
basis (voorhoofd, teugel en kin) zeer licht. Hals en nek
grijs gevlekt/gestreept op lichte ondergrond.
BOVENDELEN Mantel, schouders en rug donker grijs-
bruin met lichte ‘stippeltjes” op veerzomen.
ONDERDELEN  Borst bruingrijs met fijne donkere stre-
ping/vlekking, geschubd lijkend. Buik lichter grijs dan
borst met iets donkerdere grijze dwarsstreping, naar
anaalstreek toe lichter wordend. Buik duidelijk grijzer
dan bij Goudplevier. Flanken iets duidelijker gestreept
dan buik. Anaalstreek en onderstaartdekveren zo goed
als wit.

VLEUGEL Handpennen zwart. Tertials zwart met lichte
randen. Kleine en middelste dekveren grijzer dan
schouderveren, grijs met witachtige zoom. Geen vleu-
gelstreep op bovenvleugel zichtbaar. Ondervleugel
grijs, duidelijk donkerder dan bij Goudplevier.

NAAKTE DELEN Oog zwart. Poot zwart. Snavel donker-
grijs tot zwart met bruinachtige basis en donkerdere
punt.

GEDRAG Niet opvallend afwijkend van Goudplevier,
met zelfde typische foerageergedrag. Geen wederzijdse
agressieve gedragingen of interacties waargenomen.
GELUID Twee keer gehoord bij opvliegen: Zwarte Rui-
ter Tringa erythropus-achtig puu-iet, anders dan Goud-
plevier, duidelijk tweelettergrepig, minder door-
dringend.

De determinatie is voornamelijk gebaseerd op
Hayman et al (1986) en Lewington et al (1991).
Verder is gebruik gemaakt van argumenten uit de
behandeling door de CDNA (in litt).
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De grijze ondervleugel en de tweetonige roep
sluiten Goudplevier uit en wijzen op Amerikaan-
se Goudplevier of Aziatische Goudplevier. Het
grijze verenkleed zonder enig geel (met name op
borst en nek), de licht grijswitte wenkbrauw-
streep zonder geel, de duidelijk voorbij de staart
stekende lange vleugelpunten en de lange zicht-
bare handpenprojectie passen op Amerikaanse
Goudplevier. Net als bij de vogel van Texel geldt
ook in dit geval dat de combinatie van grijze
kleur en lange handpenprojectie voldoende was
om Aziatische Goudplevier uit te sluiten.

Het ontbreken van sporen van zomerkleed bij
deze vogel geeft aan dat het een adult-winter of
een eerste-winter vogel was. Het is goed moge-
lijk dat het een eerste-winter vogel betrof omdat
adulte vogels laat in het jaar de rui voltooien en
tot het begin van de winter sporen van het
zomerkleed kunnen tonen. De grijze buik, de
lengtestreping op de borst en buik (veroorzaakt
door de regelmatige opeenvolging van donkere
schubtekening) en het kleurverschil tussen dek-
en schouderveren duiden ook op een eerste-win-
ter vogel maar er is niet met zekerheid uitsluitsel
te geven over de leeftijd.

Voorkomen in Europa

De Amerikaanse en de Aziatische Goudplevier
zijn met enige regelmaat in Europa als dwaalgast
vastgesteld. Tot enkele jaren geleden werden
beide soorten meestal als ondersoorten van één
soort beschouwd en bij oude gevallen (van
vogels die niet zijn verzameld) is vaak niet meer
na te gaan op welke van beide (onder)soorten de
waarneming betrekking had. De Aziatische
Goudplevier broedt in Noord-Rusland en het
uiterste westen van Alaska en overwintert in
Qostafrika, Zuid- en Zuidoostazié, Australié,
eilanden in de Stille Oceaan en (een zeer klein
deel van de populatie) in Californig, VS. Tot
1990 waren in de volgende Europese landen
gevallen van de Aziatische Goudplevier vastge-
steld: Noorwegen (3), Zweden (5), Finland (13),
Polen (4), Duitsland (8), Denemarken (2), Groot-
Brittannié (12), Italié (2 op Sicilie), Malta en
Griekenland (Lewington et al 1991). In Neder-
land zijn tot en met 1992 12 gevallen aanvaard:
negen vangsten tussen 1896 en 1939 (acht in
Friesland en één in Noordholland, alle in de late
herfst en winter) en drie recente gevallen (twee
vangsten en een veldwaarneming), in november
1990, september 1991 en september 1992 (Rose-
laar 1990, van den Berg 1994). Een tweede geval
uit september 1991, van een mogelijke (en aan-
vankelijk als zodanig aanvaarde) Aziatische
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Goudplevier bij Middelburg, Zeeland, is na her-
circulatie bij de CDNA aanvaard als ‘kleine
goudplevier’ (Gerard Steinhaus pers meded, cf
Eigenhuis et al 1994).

De Amerikaanse Goudplevier is (tot en met
1990) vaker in Europa vastgesteld maar dit komt
bijna geheel door het hoge aantal Britse en lerse
gevallen (139, voornamelijk eerstejaars vogels in
september-oktober). In de rest van Europa is deze
soort zeldzamer dan de Aziatische Goudplevier
en alleen vastgesteld in Zweden (4) en Duitsland
(2).

Gevallen die betrekking kunnen hebben op
beide soorten zijn vastgesteld in Ijsland (6),
Frankrijk (6), Noorwegen (8), Griekenland, Italié
(19), Malta (6) en Spanje (5) (Lewington et al
1991).

Het splitsen van de ‘kleine goudplevier’ in
twee aparte soorten heeft geleid tot een toe-
nemende belangstelling voor de herkenning en is
wellicht mede verantwoordelijk voor de recente
toename van het aantal gevallen van Aziatische
Goudplevier in met name Groot-Brittannié. Het
betreft hier relatief veel midzomerwaarnemingen.

Summary

AMERICAN GOLDEN PLOVERS AT TEXEL AND STAVOREN IN
OcTOBER AND NOVEMBER 1989 In the autumn of 1989,
two American Golden Plovers Pluvialis dominica were
recorded in the Netherlands. Both were staying in or
near flocks of Golden Plover P apricaria. The first bird,
an adult moulting to winter plumage, was found on
Texel, Noordholland, on 19 October and stayed in the
area until at least 26 October and was observed by
many birders. It was identified by its grey underwing,
grey general coloration (especially on the face and
moulted parts of breast, belly and flanks), obvious
white supercilium, rather long wings with extensive
primary projection and different feeding behaviour.
The second bird, an adult-winter or first-winter, was
observed near Stavoren, Friesland, on 19 November by
just a few birders. It was identified by its much greyer
coloration than Golden Plover, pale greyish-white su-
percilium and long wings with prominent primary pro-
jection. This bird also showed a grey underwing and
had a disyllabic pjuu-weet call. Both records have
been accepted by the Dutch rarities committee CDNA;
they constitute the second and third records for the
Netherlands. The first record was of a recently identi-
fied bird collected in 1900 (Roselaar 1990).
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American Avocets in Ecuador in
January 1991 and August 1992

On 10 January 1991, we were birding around a
marshy lake near the coast, 12 km south of
Atacames, Ecuador. Near the edge of the lake, a
group of Black-necked Stilts Himantopus hi-
mantopus mexicanus was seen. In this group,
four other birds were easily identified as avocets
Recurvirostra because of their clearly upcurved
bills and black-and-white plumage. They were
actively feeding in a shallow part of the lake in a
typical avocet-like manner, sweeping their bill
from side to side. The birds remained closely
associated with the group of Black-necked Stilts.

The birds were watched from ¢ 75 m for ¢ 30
min using 10x40 binoculars and a 45x telescope.
Light conditions were good. During the observa-
tion, the following description was made. Later
we identified the birds as American Avocets
R americana in winter plumage.

SIZE & STRUCTURE Slightly larger than accompanying
Black-necked Stilts with shorter legs and longer, clearly
upcurved bill.

HEAD & NECK Crown, ear-coverts and neck grey. Fore-
head, chin, throat and foreneck slightly paler grey.
UPPERPARTS  Mantle white. Upper scapulars black,
forming black longitudinal bar on back. Lower scapu-
lars white.

UNDERPARTS Breast and belly completely white.

WING Primaries black. Greater wing-coverts black with
white tips. Median and lesser wing-coverts and tertials
black.

BARE PARTS Eye black. Bill black. Leg grey.

The clearly upcurved bill and the black-and-
white plumage exclude all other South American

[Dutch Birding 16: 59-66, april 1994)

waders except Andean Avocet R andina. This
species has, however, a completely black back
and wing, shorter legs and an orange iris. It lives
almost exclusively at high altitudes, mainly
above 3500 m in the Puna zone of southern Peru
to northern Chile, although it has been seen at
low altitudes in Chile and Peru (Hayman et al
1986).

On 26 August 1992, another American Avocet
was seen and photographed at the saltpans of
Salinas, Guayas, Ecuador, by Graham Speight
and Mike Coverdale (in litt; plate 43). This bird
was in summer plumage and the slight curve of
the bill indicated that it was a male (cf Hayman
et al 1986).

American Avocet breeds on saline lakes on the

43 American Avocet / Amerikaanse Kluut Recurvirostra
americana, Salinas, Guayas, Ecuador, 26 August 1992
(Graham Speight)
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prairies of the western and central USA and cen-
tral southern Canada. Outside the breeding sea-
son, it is found in both saline and freshwater
habitats, wintering from southern North America
(south-eastern USA and California) to Guatemala
(Hayman et al 1986).

These records are not only the first and second
of American Avocet for Equador but the first for
mainland South America as well (Robert Ridgely
in litt). It has occasionally been recorded in the
Caribbean region for which records from Bonaire
and a 19th century record from Tobago were
closest to the southern American mainland,
together with a record from Aguadulce, Coclé,
Panama, in 1986 (Ridgely & Gwynne 1989). It is
considered casual in north-western Costa Rica by

Stiles & Skutch (1989).

We wish to thank Robert Ridgely for providing
additional information for this note and for com-
menting on a first draft and Graham Speight for
supplying details of the 1992 record and for
allowing us to publish his photograph.
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Mediterranean Gull breeding in its
first year

Some first-year Mediterranean Gulls Larus mela-
nocephalus visit breeding colonies of this spe-
cies, usually in small numbers. They sometimes
perform short bouts of courting display and,
more rarely, defend a territory (Hoogendoorn et
al 1992, pers obs). Although such birds also
‘apparently sat on a nest’ at a colony in northern
Greece (Conradty & Hohlt 1967), no firm record
of breeding by a first-year Mediterranean Gull
has been published so far (Peter Meininger in
litt).

The observations reported here were made at
the Marais d'Olonne, Vendée, France, which is
the only regular breeding site of Mediterranean
Gulls on the Atlantic coast (Meininger & Bekhuis
1990). Breeding first occurred here in 1984 with
three pairs (Yésou 1984). Still only four pairs
bred in 1989 (Yésou 1989), then the numbers
increased rapidly to 13-14 pairs in 1992 and 53-
54 pairs in 1993. These birds were breeding at
the periphery of a colony of Black-headed Gulls
L ridibundus, as do all Mediterranean Gulls
breeding in western Europe.

In 1993, one pair which settled at the peri-
phery of the colony consisted of an adult female
and a first-year male with an incomplete hood
(hood pattern intermediate between plates 178
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and 179 in Hoogendoorn et al 1992; the birds
were sexed according to their individual beha-
viour during display and/or copulation). This pair
started incubating on 12 May, the male regularly
taking turns up to the end of the month. From 31
May, however, the male’s involvement loosened
and he soon ceased to attend the nest. Apparent-
ly, the female tried to incubate the eggs alone for
some days but then also abandoned the nest.
Thereafter, various individuals (whether these
were failed breeders from the colony or visitors is
unknown) occasionally sat on the abandoned
nest up to 11 June. On 12 or 13 June the nest
was destroyed by an unidentified predator
together with several other nests in the colony.

From 9-14 June 1993, a similarly plumaged
first-year male, possibly the same individual, was
associated with a second-year female at the
opposite side of the colony, intermittently sitting
on a presumably empty nest. This pair thereafter
disappeared.

Also, two pairs consisting of first-year indi-
viduals were displaying for a short time within
the colony during mid-May 1993. In the first
pair, both birds had a head pattern similar to that
in winter plumage. They were seen copulating
once. A few days later, a pair consisting of a
similarly plumaged male and a female with a
hood developed as in plate 184 in Hoogendoorn
et al (1992) was seen initiating copulation but
without cloacal contact at the first attempt, then



resuming after some minutes and apparently
effectively copulating.

These observations show that some first-year
Mediterranean Gulls are sexually active and can
occasionally breed although, as can be expected
in young inexperienced breeders, such attempts
probably have a very limited chance of success.
Also, these first-year individuals can pair with
birds of any age, ie, with variable plumage pat-
tern and bare part coloration. Similarity in plu-
mage pattern and bare part coloration is usually
considered a prime factor in species-specific
mate recognition and, therefore, as a reproduct-
ive isolation mechanism (Pierotti 1987). How-
ever, it appears from the observations reported
above that such a similarity is not necessary, thus
suggesting that the recognition as a potential
mate might be primarily cued by behavioural
parameters such as vocalizations and display. It
remains that individual pattern can play an

Mededelingen

important role in pair formation, as it informs on
individual degree of maturity and potential
reproductive experience.
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Pre-breeding moult in Franklin’s
Gulls in the Western Palearctic

Franklin’s Gull Larus pipixcan normally under-
goes a pre-breeding moult in which not only the
head- and body-feathers are renewed but also
the remiges and rectrices (Dwight 1925, Strese-
mann & Stresemann 1966). The pre-breeding pri-
mary moult may occasionally be arrested, more
often in immatures than in adults (Cramp & Sim-
mons 1983, Grant 1986). A Franklin’s Gull fre-
quenting the Dutch-Belgian border region in
June-July 1987 apparently had postponed the
pre-breeding moult of the remiges (cf Hoogen-
doorn 1988). 29 descriptive and/or photographic
documentations of Franklin’s Gulls recorded in
the Western Palearctic could be studied, eight of
which allow some conclusions to be drawn on
the pre-breeding moult. Of these eight, five
(including the Dutch-Belgian bird; appendix 1a)
either apparently had postponed the pre-breed-
ing moult of the remiges or did not show any
signs of this moult. Of the three remaining birds
(appendix 1b), one (nr 1) showed signs of the
usual pre-breeding moult, whereas in the ather
two (nr 2 and 3) this moult apparently was arrest-

ed or suspended (sensu Ginn & Melville 1983).
The annual double wing moult of Franklin’s
Gull is thought to be an adaptation related to the
long migration route between North and South
America (Dwight 1925, Stresemann & Strese-
mann 1966) and is probably triggered by the
extensive wear to which the remiges are subject.
It can safely be assumed that at least some first-
year Franklin’s Gulls recorded in the Western
Palearctic did not migrate to South America but
instead crossed the North Atlantic (cf Hoogen-
doorn & Steinhaus 1990). These birds did not
undertake a long-distance migration in spring —
perhaps never returning to North America — and
therefore a stimulus for a pre-breeding moult
may not have developed. Some immature Frank-
lin’s Gulls do not return to the breeding grounds
but stay in South America throughout the boreal
summer (cf Glutz von Blotzheim & Bauer 1982).
Therefore, the pre-breeding moult of the remiges
and rectrices in immatures could be postponed,
delayed or arrested more frequently than pre-
viously realised (cf Grant 1986). Bent (1921)
mentioned having observed — apparently in
North America — at least six first-years with the
primaries in full moult in May. Devillers & Ter-
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first-year, moulting to first-summer or second-winter

plumage, showing largely juvenileffirst-winter-type
wing and some juvenile rectrices, Wernhout, Noord-
brabant, Netherlands, 15 June 1987 (Hans Gebuis)

schuren (1976) recorded ‘occasional individuals’
in Chile in February 1976 with ‘first-winter-type
outer primaries and primary coverts and other-
wise adult-like plumage’, thought to be ‘probably
somewhat backward second-year individuals’.

There are at least two records of Franklin’s
Gull in Australia also showing an unusual moult
strategy or timing. A second-year individual at
Redcliffe, Queensland, from January to March
1981, was undergoing an anomalous primary
moult ‘in that moult was occurring simultane-
ously at two separate loci on the primary series’.
By March (when only the left wing was studied),
this moult stopped in one area with p6 (primaries
numbered descendantly) fully grown, while in
the other area it was nearly completed with p10
almost fully grown (Corben & Czechura 1988).
The primary moult of this individual showed
some characters of the type of serially descend-
ant moult that occurs in several tern species
(Stresemann & Stresemann 1966, Cramp 1985).
An individual at Sydney, New South Wales, from
May to November 1981, moulted p8-10 from 30
May to 25 July, with p10 almost fully grown at
the latter date (Eades & Debus 1982).

The Western Palearctic and other records sum-
marized here demonstrate that an out-of-range
Franklin’s Gull may undergo aberrant or unsea-
sonal moults, The pre-breeding wing and tail
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moult is possibly a comparatively recent de-
velopment in the moult strategy of the species (cf
Dwight 1925). This could explain why it is so
variable.

The small number of Franklin’s Gulls recorded
in the Western Palearctic precludes more definite
conclusions on the moult patterns; detailed
documentation of future records of Franklin’s
Gull in the Western Palearctic may shed more
light on alternative moult strategies.

We are indebted to Peter Aley, Richard Banks,
Hans Blokpoel, Martin Cade, Roger Clapp,
David Cottridge, Peter Ellicott, Mike Erwin, Johan
Fokkema, Bob Ford, Hans Gebuis, Stellan Hed-
gren, Paul Jénsson, Brian Lancastle, Ed Mackrill,
Chris Mead, Alf Tore Mjos, Dirk Moerbeek, Ge-
rald Oreel, Jelle Paul, Andy Pay, Florence Pie-
ters, Mick Rogers, Mike Rogers, Harry Rose,
Michal Skakuj, Niklas Térnlund and Jacob Wal-
ters for their co-operation. Claudia Wilds pro-
vided useful comments on a draft of this note.

Samenvatting

VOORIAARSRUI VAN FRANKLINS MEEUW IN HET WESTPALEARC-
TISCHE GEBIED  Franklins Meeuw Larus pipixcan ruit
gewoonlijk in Zuidamerika voorafgaand aan het broed-
seizoen niet alleen kop- en lichaamsveren maar ook
vleugels en staart. Voor acht gevallen van de Franklin's
Meeuw in het Westpalearctische gebied konden uit
beschrijvingen en/fof foto’s gegevens worden afgeleid
over deze rui. Drie keer vertoonden deze vogels teke-
nen van vleugelrui, waarbij twee keer waarschijnlijk
sprake was van gearresteerde rui. Vijf keer was de vleu-
gelrui uitgesteld of werd deze in het geheel niet waar-
genomen. In Australié zijn eveneens gevallen van
afwijkende rui geconstateerd. Vermoedelijk treedt bij
de meeste onvolwassen Franklins Meeuwen die in het
Westpalearctische gebied verblijven, in het voorjaar na
hun aankomst vanuit Noordamerika in de voorafgaan-
de herfst of winter uitstel of vertraging van vleugel- en
staartrui op. Mogelijk gebeurt dit ook af en toe in de
wintergebieden in Zuidamerika bij onvolwassen vogels
die niet naar de broedgebieden terugkeren.
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APPENDIX 1 Plumage and moult data of eight Franklin’s
Gulls Larus pipixcan recorded in the Western Palearc-
tic (1 August is date dividing age classes; primaries (p)
numbered descendantly, secondaries (s) ascendantly)

(a) Individuals showing apparently postponed or
delayed pre-breeding moult of remiges

1 Adult. Farlington, Hampshire, England, 21
February-16 May 1970. Mantle and wing coverts in
moult by early April. Did not appear to renew any wing
or tail feathers during its stay, the wings becoming
more and more abraded (Billet & Grant 1971).

2 First-year. Irvine, Ayrshire, Scotland, 2-6 July
1980. In wing moult, lacking some inner primaries.
Upperwing showing dark brown primaries and sub-
terminal bar across secondaries. At rest, broad white
tips to secondaries showing as white band. Tail white
with grey band down centre (Millington 1981).

3 Second-year. Farhult, Skdne, Sweden, 2-13
August 1980. Primaries in moult; p1-8 new (p8 gro-
wing), grey with large white tips; p9-10 old, dark
brown. Distinct secondary bar and white trailing edge
to inner wing. Tail in moult; pair of central rectrices
with dark spots (Jénsson & Wennberg 1981).

4 First-year. Plymouth, Devon/Torpoint, Corn-
wallMWeymouth, Dorset, England, 22 January-7 May
1982. In late April outer primaries still completely dark;
brownish coverts and scapulars; tail white with black-
ish subterminal band (Aley & Field 1983, Ford 1983).
Black on hood markedly more extensive at end of stay;
during this time no evidence of body, wing or tail
moult (Martin Cade in litt).

5 First-year. Nieuwmoer and Wuustwezel, Antwer-
pen, Belgium/Wernhout and Achtmaal, Noordbrabant,

Netherlands, 8 June-11 July 1987. In mid June two or
three innermost primaries growing, next one or two
missing or not yet shown, outer five to seven blackish
brown and very worn. Distinct secondary bar and
broad white trailing edge to inner wing. Broken tail
band. Towards end of stay, primary moult progressing
and tail all white (Hoogendoorn 1988, Symens et al
1988).

(b) Individuals showing signs of pre-breeding moult of
remiges

1 First-year. Angers, Maine-et-Loire, France, 26
January-27 February 1977. Primaries brownish black.
Secondaries dark grey-brown, broadly tipped white.
Rectrices white with dark subterminal bar. Inner prima-
ries and outer rectrices in moult on 25 February (Beau-
doin 1979).

2 Adult. Brandemeer, Friesland, Netherlands, 20
June 1988 (Fries Natuurmuseum, Leeuwarden, Fries-
land, no 1988/00050, male). Complete black hood. P1-
8 grey with broad white tips, slightly worn; black sub-
terminal spot on inner web of p8; wear gradually
descending from p1 towards virtually fresh p8; p9-10
dull grey and black, extensively worn and faded, white
tips and basal white on inner webs completely worn
off. Quter two primary coverts dull grey, extensively
worn and faded. S1-2 and tertials grey with broad
white tips, slightly worn; s3-14 dull grey, white tips
largely worn off. Greater coverts corresponding to s10-
14 dull grey, extremely worn and faded; other coverts
grey, not worn. All remiges fully grown. Central pair of
rectrices greyish, considerably worn (one broken);
other rectrices white, slightly worn (Versluys & Fokke-
ma 1990).
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3 First-year. Ballycotton, Co. Kerry, Ireland, 7-11
May 1993. Outer primaries, outer primary coverts and
alula blackish. Broad whitish trailing edge extending
from secondaries out to series of white tips on all but
two or three outer primaries. Remainder of wing ash-
grey, apart from an inconspicuous secondary bar.

Twee Roodoogvireo’s op Vlieland in
september en oktober 1991

leder jaar is Kees Terpstra gedurende een periode
van ongeveer zes weken in de maanden septem-
ber en oktober bezig met ringwerk op Vlieland,
Friesland. Het merendeel van de activiteiten
vindt plaats rond het westelijke gedeelte van de
Vierde Kroon's Polder. De netten staan dan
opgesteld op en langs de stuifdijken die de pol-
der begrenzen en in de aangrenzende rietvelden.
De stuifdijken zijn begroeid met duindoorn,
vlier, braam, lijsterbes, wilg en kamperfoelie. Het
rietveld is een moerassig, meestal zeer vochtig
gebied met naast riet ook begroeiing met wilg en
wilgeroosje. Tot 26 september 1991 waren de
vangsten minimaal. Zo ook op 24 september:
tussen 07:00 en 10:00 werden met ongeveer 150
m mistnet slechts vier vogels gevangen. De
vangst van een Roodoogvireo Vireo olivaceus
maakte veel, zo niet alles goed. Bij het naderen
van het net was door de markante koptekening
en de forse snavel de eerste indruk dat een
Boomklever Sitta europaea gevangen was. Bij de
vogel aangekomen bleek het echter een voor KT
onbekende niet-Europese grote zanger te zijn.
Vooral de snavel was duidelijk krachtiger dan bij
de bekende Europese soorten zangers. De vogel
werd geringd (Arnhem B833248) en gefotogra-
feerd en na het maken van een beschrijving weer
losgelaten.

KOP Kruin donkergrijs met zwarte begrenzing boven
lichte wenkbrauwstreep. Wenkbrauwstreep lopend van
neusgat tot 12 mm achter centrum van oog. Qorstreek
met geelgroene zweem.

BOVENDELEN Mantel, rug en stuit olijfgroen.
ONDERDELEN Flank lichtgrijs met gele zweem. Onder-
vleugel geel. Buik e