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Rare birds in the Netherlands in 1990

Arnoud B van den Berg, Rolf A de By & CDNA

his is the 11th annual report on rare birds in the

Netherlands to be published in Dutch Birding
(a Dutch-language version of this report appears in
Limosa). It comprises 299 records (71% of which
have been accepted) dating from 1990 (some into
1991 for long-staying individuals) as well as be-
lated and reconsidered records, mainly from 1980-
89, which have been evaluated by the Dutch
rarities committee, the Commissie Dwaalgasten
Nederlandse Avifauna CDNA. Several records for
1990 and earlier years are still under consideration
for various reasons. A complete review of all rarity
records from 1800-1980 has been compiled and
will be published in due course.

Details included (if available) for each accepted
record are: province and locality; date(s); number
of birds if more than one, plumage and sex; if
trapped, photographed, sound-recorded or col-
lected (and where specimen is stored); names of up
to three observers (usually the discoverer’s name
first) and relevant references in the literature (which
normally includes (inter)national, not regional,
journals). Numbers after each (subjspecies’ name
refer to the total numbers of individuals 7 since 1
January 1980 but excluding 2 the current year.
Species marked with an asterisk * are new to the
Dutch list. Icelandic Black-tailed Godwit Limosa
limosa islandica and Siberian Chiffchaff Phyllosco-
pus collybita tristis are no longer considered by the
CDNA (cf van den Berg et al 1991).

The following CONA members voted on some or
all of the records in this report: Arnoud B van den
Berg (chairman), Pieter W Bison (secretary), Rolf A
de By (archivist), Klaas | Eigenhuis, Gerald ] Oreel,
Cock Reijnders, Kees (C S) Roselaar, Hans Schek-
kerman and Gerard H Steinhaus. Records should
be sent to CDNA, Postbus 45, 2080 AA Santpoort-
Zuid, Netherlands, preferably using standard re-
cord forms, which can be obtained free of charge
from CDNA. More information on the procedures
of the CDNA can be found in Dutch Birding 9: 141-
143,1987;11:83-85,1989;12:201,1990; 13:41,
1991 and in Dutch Birding (1990).

The year 1990 produced two new species for the
Netherlands, Blyth's Reed Warbler Acrocephalus
dumetorum and Two-barred Greenish Warbler
Phylloscopus plumbeitarsus. Moreover, there was
a good number of other rarities, eg, the second

|Dutch Birding 14: 73-90, juni 1992]

record of Ivory Gull Pagophila eburnea, the third
record of Bonaparte’s Gull Larus philadelphia, the
fourth record of Olive-backed Pipit Anthus hodgso-
ni and the fourth record of Booted Warbler Hippo-
lais caligata. There was also an intriguing record of
White Pelican Pelecanus onocrotalus, thefirst record
since 1939 of Pacific Golden Plover Pluvialis fulva,
the fifth to eighth records of Hume's Yellow-brow-
ed Warbler P humeiand the return of the Wallcreeper
Tichodroma muraria ta Amsterdam. Remarkable
influxes occurred of Storm Petrel Hydrobates pela-
gicus, Two-barred Crosshill Loxia leucoptera and
Parrot Crossbill L pytvopsittacus. The first breeding
attempt of Melodious Warbler H polyglotta was
successful.

It should be stressed that the committee’s reasons
for review and rejection are available to the public.
From at least 1989 onwards, interested observers
have received a photocopy of each committee
member’s hand-written (and hopefully legible)
argumentation on their record. The CDNA hopes
that complete freedom of information will stimu-
late a better understanding of the work of rarities
committees and improves the interaction between
birders and rarities committees, to the advantage of
both parties.

Systematic list of accepted records

Balearic Shearwater Puffinus yelkouan mauretanicus
10,3

ZUIDHOLLAND Scheveningen, 17 August (K ] Eigenhuis).
NOORDHOLLAND Camperduin, 21 August (T M F Kom-
pier, K| Eigenhuis et al); Camperduin, 7 September (E van
der Burg, A Veen et al).

It becomes more and more apparent that westerly
winds from mid-August to mid-September on the Dutch
coast create a chance of seeing this recently separated
Mediterranean species.

Storm Petrel Hydrobates pelagicus 10,27

ZEELAND Westkapelle, 8 September (G A Davidse, H P
Braam, A Ovaa et al).

FRIESLAND Harlingen, 21 September (P de Knijff, M | V
Huoffer).

NOORDHOLLAND Texel, 21 September (H-] Wight);
Camperduin 22 September, (at least) six (A de Bruin, E B
Ebels, | Scharringa et al); Castricum, 22 September, four
(P Zwitser); Petten, 22 September, two (D | Moerbeek);
lImuiden, 22 September (at least) six (one still present on
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23 September), photographed (T ] C Luijendijk, M Ber-
lijn, O Endtz et al, van den Berg 1990, van der Burg et al
1990); Texel, 23 September (H-] Wight).
ZUIDHOLLAND Maasvlakte, 21 September (A P Ros, G M
Goedhart); Scheveningen, 21 September (E | van I)zen-
doorn et al); Scheveningen, 22 September, two (H A
Gaasbeek, K ] Eigenhuis, A Veen).
CONTINENTAL SHELF Off Ameland, Friesland, 23 Septem-
ber (L Steijn, A de Bruin, E ) van lJzendoorn et al).
After only 10 records during 1982-89, there was an
unprecedented influx of at least 27 birds during strong
westerly winds on 21-23 September. On Helgoland,
Germany, two were seen on 21 and eight on 22 Septem-
ber (van den Berg 1990). At Ijmuiden, at least six birds,
together with three Leach's Petrels Oceanodroma leu-
corhoa, were seen flying in large circles off the pier’s
light-house. Regularly, the birds were flying very close to
the pier enabling photographers to make presumably the
first pictures of free-flying Storm Petrels in the Nether-
lands. Some observers at |jmuiden, and also at Camper-
duin and Scheveningen, are of the opinion that a much
larger number of birds passed than the committee’s con-
servative estimate (cf Koerts 1992).

White Pelican Pelecanus onocrotalus 1,1
FLEVOLAND Keersluisplas, Lelystad, 6 May, adult (J
Zwaneveld, E B Ebels et al).

This is the third accepted record (cf Blankert et al
1988). However, the unlikely localities (suburban areas)

69 Storm Petrel Hydrobates pelagicus, llmuiden, Noord-
holland, 22 September 1990 (Arnoud B van den Berg)

of the previous two records make it possible that, after
review, the present record actually may become the first
(although being poorly documented for a first record).

Squacco Heron Ardeola ralloides 10,1
ZUIDHOLLAND Nieuwkoop, 10-13 June, adult summer
(M Berlijn et al).

80% of the birds in the 1980s of this former (until ¢
1880) breeding bird were recorded in June, the re-
maining four in May (two) and July (two).

Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis 26,2
ZUIDHOLLAND Lisse, 25-28 October (M Berlijn, P Rous-
set); Hoogblokland, 24 November to 2 December (E van
Boheemen).
1989 OVERIJSSEL Deventer, 1-5 November, adult winter,
photographed (N Noordhof, D C uit de Weerd et al).
The first record was in June 1964 and the species was
seen annually during the 1980s (except in 1983). Perhaps
to some, the total of 56 records is rather meagre, consi-
dering the increase of this species in France and the large
number of cattle in the Netherlands.

Greater Flamingo Phoenicopterus ruber roseus 19,5
FLEVOLAND Lepelaarsplassen, 1 May, two, adult (A van
Egmond, H van den Berg).

GRONINGEN Lauwersmeer, 7 June, adult (A de Bruin, L)
R Boon et al).

FRIESLAND Steile Bank, 16 June to 2 August, six, adult (K
Zwaan).

1989 ZEELAND Philipsdam, 5-13 May, two, adult (T O V
Muusse, M | M Muusse et al).

GRONINGEN Lauwersmeer, 23 September to 3 Novem-
ber, adult (P van Scheepen, D Blok, D Schut et al).
1988 GRONINGEN Lauwersmeer, 11 April, adult(D Schut,
D Blok).

1987 GRONINGEN Lauwersmeer, 11-16 August, adult (H
P van der Jeugd et al).

The record from the Lauwersmeer in 1987 was previ-
ously reported for 12-16 August (Blankert et al 1988). The
record at the Philipsdam in 1989 was previously reported
for 13 May (one bird) (van den Berg et al 1991). It is
assumed that three of the six birds on the Steile Bank are
the same long-staying individuals reported earlier for
Friesland (van den Berg et al 1989, 1991). It is also
assumed that all Lauwersmeer records refer to the same
individual first reported in 1987.

Flamingos are long-living and long-staying individu-
als and appear to move frequently between suitable areas
in the south and the north of the country. Therefore, it is
impossible to get a clear picture of the actual number of
birds involved. An increase in accepted records since the
species’ survey in 1984 suggests that until the mid-1980s
birders often refrained from the (sub)specific identifica-
tion of flamingos (cf van den Berg 1987).

Long-staying individuals are regularly seen in mixed
flocks with Chilean Flamingo P chilensis and Greater
Flamingo of the Caribbean subspecies P r ruber, both of
which are considered to be definitely of captive origin.
Moreover, it is likely that many birds originate from a
thriving mixed breeding population in Nordrhein-West-



falen, Germany (Treep 1991). Nevertheless, the CDONA is
of the opinion that a wild origin of Greater Flamingo can
not be ruled out. It is hoped that one day a ringing
recovery will confirm the species’ genuine vagrancy
since there have been extensive colour ringing projects
in southern France and Spain. Often, though, it has been
argued that vagrant Greater Flamingos in north-western
Europe are more likely of eastern origin, ie from Kazakh-
stan.

Ross’s Goose Anser rossii 3,0

ZUIDHOLLAND Stellendam, 1 December to 23 March
1991, one, adult, photographed (E B Ebels et al, van der
Burg et al 1991).

1989 ZUIDHOLLAND Stad aan ‘t Haringvliet and Stellen-
dam, 18 November to (at least) 19 February 1990, two
(later one), adult, photographed (A B van den Berg, K
Mullarney, Anonymus 1990a).

These birds are considered to be the same as the two
during the winters of 1987/88 and 1988/89 (van den Berg
et al 1989, 1991, Dutch Birding 1990). Probably the
same two adult birds were photographed on 4-5 May
1988 at Grasdorf-Laatzen, Kreis Hannover, Niedersach-
sen (Bundesdeutscher Seltenheitenausschuls 1990). It
seems that one disappeared during 1990 because only a
single individual was reported in the winter of 1990/91.

Black Brant Branta bernicla nigricans 43,2

FRIESLAND Schiermonnikoog, 27 March to 23 May, adult
(H Pvan der Jeugd, D Heg, M Olthoff et al); Terschelling,
14-16 April, adult (K van Eerde); Lauwersmeer, 14 April,
adult () Sikkens, A de Bruin et al).

1989 FRIESLAND Schiermonnikoog, 22 January to 14
May, adult (H P van der Jeugd, D Heg).

1988 FRIESLAND Schiermonnikoog, 30 October to 22
November, two adults (D ) Moerbeek, T M van der Have,
H P van der Jeugd).

One of the Schiermonnikoog birds in 1988-90 is
considered to be the same individual returning for three
consecutive winters. The 1988 record was previously
reported for 19 November (one bird) and the 1989 record
for 13 May (van den Berg et al 1989, 1991). Including
1990, there are 53 records of this subspecies; only adults
were identified.

American Wigeon Anas americana 9,0

1988 FRIESLAND Schiermonnikoog, 17 October to 17
November, male, photographed (M Berlijn, H P van der
Jeugd et al).

This record was previously reported for 17-23 Oclober
(van den Berg et al 1989). The committee is still awaiting
information on the bird’s presence in the winter of 1988/
89.

Green-winged Teal Anas crecca carolinensis 3,1
FLEVOLAND QOostvaardersdijk, 21 November to 29 April
1991, adult summer, male (K ] Eigenhuis, A Poelmans, R
E van der Vliet).

This concerns the 10th record (the first was recorded
in April 1937).

Rare birds in the Netherlands in 1990

Ring-necked Duck Avthva collaris 6,1
GRONINGEN Lauwersmeer, 14-22 April, adult, male (K
de Vries, R de Vries, A de Bruin et al).
FRIESLAND Schiermonnikoog, 5 May, adult, male, pho-
tographed (G ] van den Berg, K H Scholten).

The Lauwersmeer bird is considered to be the same as
the one on Schiermonnikoog. It constitutes the 12th
record (the first was recorded in March 1959).

King Eider Somateria spectabilis 3,1

FRIESLAND Harlingen, 4-30 April, third-year or older,
male, photographed (P de Boer, P Ferwerda, E B Ebels, H
A Gaasbeek et al, Anonymus 1990a,b, Anonymus 1991b,
van der Burg et al 1990, Dutch Birding 1990); Schier-
monnikoog, 21 October, adult, male (G O Keijl); Harlin-
gen, 24 December, adult, male (M van der Kooij, E A W
Ernens).

The Schiermonnikoog bird was seen only briefly in
flight. The records in Harlingen are considered to con-
cern the same bird as on 7-9 October 1989 at nearby
Kornwerderzand, Friesland (van den Berg et al 1991). It
is noteworthy that in early 1991 two males appeared at
Harlingen.

Short-toed Eagle Circaetus gallicus 2,1

GELDERLAND Hoevelaken, 31 July (R E van der Vliet & M
A van der Vliet).

1989 NOORDHOLLAND Nederhorst den Berg, 26 June (R
F | van Beusekom).

These are the first records of this species seen in flight,
Especially, the Hoevelaken bird provoked much discus-
sion since it was seen flying overhead for a relatively
short time. The previous four records concern individuals
picked up dead or weakened in November 1907, Octo-
ber 1959, June 1979 and August 1981.

Little Crake Porzana parva 3,1
GRONINGEN Eemshaven, 24 August Lo 6 September, first-
year, photographed (L | R Boon, R H Hofman et al,
Anonymus 1990a,b, van der Burg et al 1990).

This confiding bird constituted only the species’ fourth
record since 1980. Nearly all previous records are of
birds in spring which were usually heard only.

Pacific Golden Plover Pluvialis fulva 0,1

FRIESLAND Abbega, 8 November, first-winter, trapped,
photographed () Jukema, B van der Veen, Anonymus
1990b, Jukema & van der Veen 1992},

This is the 10th record and the first since 1939. The
records during 1896-1939 concern specimens from Oc-
tober (wo), November (one), December (three), Februa-
ry (two) and March (one) (cf Roselaar 1990). Other
records of birds collected more than 50 years ago are no
longer considered acceptable since the skins could not
be retraced for review.

Sociable Plover Chettusia gregaria 6,2

UTRECHT Isselstein, 11-12 April, adult summer, pho-
tographed (G Abel, W Stoopendaal, A de Bruin et al,
Anonymus 1990a,b, van der Burg et al 1990).
NOORDBRABANT Someren and Beuven, 29 June to 12
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July, adult summer, photographed (] Westerbeek, C van
Seggelen, M Berlijn et al).

There are now 20 records: in April (five), May (three),
June (one), July (three), August (three), September (two),
October (one) and November (one).

Pectoral Sandpiper Calidris melanotos 30,1
ZEELAND Saeftinghe, 31 July, adult () van Impe).
1989 FRIESLAND Mokkebank, 6 September, two (Y Kui-
pers, K Zwaan et al).
1988 ZUIDHOLLAND Valkenburg, 5-6 September, ju-
venile (K de Mooij, G van der Bent et al).

There are now 39 records: three in the 1960s, six in the
1970s and 29 in the 1980s; 80% of the records are from
July-September.

Broad-billed Sandpiper Limicola falcinellus 38,2
FLEVOLAND Oostvaardersdijk, 6 May, adult summer (M
Berlijn, | van der Laan).

GRONINGEN Lauwersmeer, 22-24 May, adult summer (B
Gaxiola, A de Bruin et al).

1989 ZEELAND Wissenkerke 18 August, juvenile (T QO V
Muusse).

1984 FLEVOLAND Knardijk, 11-13 May, maximum of
eight, adult summer (H Schekkerman et al).

During the last decade, this species has been recorded
annually: one in 1981, one in 1982, four in 1983, nine in
1984, one in 1985, three in 1986, six in 1987, five in
1988, eight in 1989 and two in 1990. By far the most
records are of spring migrants in May. The flock of eight
in 1984 was unprecedented.

Buff-breasted Sandpiper Tryngites subruficollis 4,0
1986 GRONINGEN Lauwersmeer 19-20 May, adult sum-
mer (R Foppen et al).

This is the seventh record and the first in spring.

dowitcher Limnodromus griseus/scolopaceus 1,0
1986 GRONINGEN Lauwersmeer, 18 July, adult summer
(R Foppen, T Meijer).

The CDNA is unable to judge which of the species was
concerned. Apart from two records of unidentified
dowitchers (including the one in September 1971 in the
Lauwersmeer, Friesland), there are six of Long-billed
Dowitcher | scolopaceus and none of Short-billed
Dowitcher L griseus.

Long-billed Dowitcher Limnodromus scolopaceus 5,1
ZUIDHOLLAND Dordtse Biesbosch, 1-b January, adult
winter, photographed (T O V Muusse, M | M Muusse, H
Gebuis, van der Burg et al 1990).
GRONINGEN Lauwersmeer, 7-12 May, adult summer,
photographed (] van ‘t Hof, van der Burg et al 1990).
The Biesbosch bird constitutes the first winter record.
The bird in May at Jaap Deensgat, Lauwersmeer, is
considered to be the same as the one present at the same
spot in July 1987, May 1988 and May 1989, and was
possibly also the same as the unidentified bird in July
1986 (cf Dutch Birding 1990).

Marsh Sandpiper Tringa stagnatilis 52,13
ZEELAND Philipsdam, 28 April, adult (M Schildwacht, |
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Kuipers, P van Rijn); Breskens, 4 May (P L Meininger, )
Walhout); Kreekraksluizen, 14 June, three, adult () van
Impe).
GELDERLAND Erlecom, 28-29 April, adult summer (M
Berlijn et al).
GRONINGEN Lauwersmeer, 3 May, adult winter (R Hof-
man, A de Bruin et al); Lauwersmeer, 4-5 May, adult
summer, photographed (L ] R Boon, R H Hofman et al);
Eemshaven, 5 May, adult summer (L | R Boon et al);
Hoeksmeer, 16-18 June, summer, photographed (D )
Moerbeek, § Gardeslen, A de Bruin et al); Hoeksmeer,
18-23 June, summer, photographed (A de Bruin, R Romijn,
D ) Moerbeek et al); Beerta, 5 August, adult summer (S
Luinenburg).
FLEVOLAND Oostvaardersdijk, 12 July (M Berlijn).
1989 ZEELAND Philipsdam, 5-10 May, adult summer (T O
V Muusse, M | M Muusse, A van der Hout).
GRONINGEN Eemshaven, 5 September, adult winter (S
Luinenburg).
1986 GRONINGEN Lauwersmeer, 1 May, photographed
(S de Bruin, A de Bruin, | de Bruin).

This was the best year ever. Other good years were
1989 (11), 1987 (nine) and 1981 (eight). There are now
115 records. The first record dates back to May 1958.

Long-tailed Skua Stercorarius longicaudus 54,15
CONTINENTAL SHELF North off Schiermonnikoog, Fries-
land, 15 September, juvenile, photographed (A Veen, L
van der Veen et al).

ZUIDHOLLAND Katwijk, 21 September, seven, four adults,
one subadult and two immatures (] van Dijk et al);
Scheveningen, 21 September, four, three adults and one
juvenile (G | van den Berg, E ) van lJzendoorn et al).
NOORDHOLLAND lJmuiden, 28 September, juvenile (E |
van lJzendoorn); Camperduin, 9 October, adult summer
(J Scharringa, N F van der Ham).

FRIESLAND Harlingen-Terschelling, 29 September, ju-
venile (P de Knijff).

1989 NOORDHOLLAND Camperduin, 2 October, adult
(K ] Eigenhuis, L Stegeman, ) Stok).

It seems that there was an influx during the second half
of September coinciding with influxes of Storm Petrel
Hydrobates pelagicus and Sabine's Gull Larus sabini. In
contrast, the bird in 1989 was the only record for that
year,

Bonaparte’s Gull Larus philadelphia 2,1

ZEELAND Ritthem, 11-19 February, first-winter, photo-
graphed (H Schekkerman, P L Meininger et al, Anonymus
1990a, Berlijn et al 1990, van der Burg et al 1990,
Hoogendoorn & Steinhaus 1990).

The bird was spending much time at a sewage farm
and on the river Schelde. The record coincided with an
influx of at least nine individuals during February-Aprilin
Cornwall, Devon, Merseyside and Warwickshire, Eng-
land. This constitutes the third record. The first record
reters to an adult on 4 August 1985 and the second to a
first-summer to second-winter from 16 June 1988 to 28
January 1989, both at Ijmuiden, Noordholland.

Russian Common Gull Larus canus heines 2,1
ZUIDHOLLAND Maasvlakte, 9 February, adult, male,
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70 Squacco Heron Ardeola ralloides, Nieuwkoop, Zuidholland, June 1990 (Hans Gebuis)

71 King Eider Somateria spectabilis, male, Roptazijl, Harlingen, Friesland, 17 April 1990 (Arnoud B van den Berg)




are birds in the Netherlands in 1990

72 Iceland Gull Larus glaucoides, I)muiden, Noordholland, February 1990 (Hans Gebuis) 73 Bonaparte's Gull Larus

philadelphia, first-winter, Ritthem, Zeeland, 19 February 1990 (Arnoud B van den Berg) 74 Ivory Gull Pagophila
eburnea, first-winter (swimming!), Stellendam, Zuidholland, 17 January 1990 (Arnoud B van den Berg)




found dead (E | O Kompanije, | N | Post, Kompanje & Post
1990).

All three records of this subspecies concern birds
found dead.

Iceland Gull Larus glaucoides 28,2

NOORDHOLLAND Zandvoort, 17 February, first-winter (F
G S M Hieselaar).

ZUIDHOLLAND Scheveningen, 24-28 February, first-winter
(A A Dijkstra, H P Braam, M Berlijn et al).

1989 ZUIDHOLLAND Stellendam, 14 March, first-winter
(T O V Muusse).

NOORDHOLLAND llmuiden, 16 December 1989 1o 10
March 1990, first-winter, photographed (L van der Veen
et al, van der Burg et al 1990).

The IJmuiden record was previously reported for 16-
18 December 1989 (van den Berg et al 1991). The bird
at Zandvoort could have easily concerned the same
individual.

Ivory Gull Pagophila eburnea 1,1
ZUIDHOLLAND Stellendam, 9-19 February, first-winter,
photographed (F Droge, R F Boot, K ] Eigenhuis, Anony-
mus 1990a, Berlijn et al 1990, van der Burg et al 1990,
Drige 1990, Dutch Birding 1990, Weber 1990).

This is the second record, exactly 4 years after the first.
The remarkably tame bird entertained large crowds
while being fed, and was regularly swimming.

Gull-billed Tern Gelochelidon nilotica

ZEELAND Breskens, 5 May, two, adult summer (] M
Walhout et al).

FLEVOLAND Qostvaardersdijk, 8 May, adult (K | Eigen-
huis).

NOORDHOLLAND Balgzand, 25 July, nine, adults (R E
Brouwer); Balgzand, 10 August, 20, 16 adults and four
juveniles (R E Brouwer, D ) Moerbeek et al); Camperduin,
18 August, adult summer (A Vink, A de Bruin et al);
Balgzand, 18 August, five, adults, one winter (D ) Moer-
beek, R E Brouwer, S Gardeslen); ‘t Zand, 6 September,
four, adults (R E Brouwer, D van Dijck).

1989 NOORDHOLLAND Haarlemmerliede, 24 May, adult
summer (R F ] van Beusekom); Bergen aan Zee, 20 June,
adult summer, (R F ] van Beusekom),

The numbers roosting during late summer at Balgzand
and a few ather places in north-western parts of mainland
Noordholland seem to be stable since the early 1980s (cf
van den Berg et al 1991).

Roseate Tern Sterna dougallii 5.4
NOORDHOLLAND ljmuiden, 25 May, adult (D | Moer-
beek); IJmuiden, 16 June, adult (K | Eigenhuis, ) van ‘t
Hof); IJmuiden, 3 July, adult (W E M van der Schot);
Camperduin, 13-15 July, adult, photographed (L Stege-
man, P P Bohre et al).
1982-85 ZEELAND Hooge Platen and Vlissingen, extreme
dates 30 April and 3 October, adult, female, photograph-
ed (Bijersbergen 1988, Mullarney 1988, Walhout 1988).
The four records in 1990 increase the total number of
records in the Netherlands by 50% to 12. It is, however,
possible that (at least) some records actually concern the
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same individual. The 1982-85 female was paired with a
Common Tern S hirundo in 1982 and 1984, producing a
hybrid juvenile which was seen flying in 1984. At the
Hooge Platen tern colony, the female was seen in 1982
from 20 to 29 July, in 1983 from 30 April to 26 July, in
1984 from 7 June to 11 September, and in 1985 from 20
June to 2 July. The female previously reported by Blankert
et al (1986) for Vlissingen, Zeeland, on 8 September and
feeding a hybrid juvenile from 28 September to 3 (or 4)
October 1984, is considered to be the same as the one on
Hooge Platen. The hybrids are not included in the totals.

Whiskered Tern Chlidonias hvbridus 34,3
OVERIISSEL Olst, 21 June, two, adult summer (D C Uit de
Weerd).
FLEVOLAND Houtribsluizen, 7 August, adult summer (S
Luinenburg).

Aiter only one record during 1984-86, the 16 records
during 1987-90 show a marked increase,

Black Guillemot Cepphus grylle 14,2
ZEELAND Westkapelle, 8 September, immature (H P
Braam, T O V Muusse, F Twisk]).
NOORDHOLLAND Camperduin, 10 Octaber, immature
(D Groenendijk, K | Eigenhuis et al).

There is now a total of 45 records. Most birds were
recorded during August-December.

Great Spotted Cuckoo Clamator glandarius 4,1
ZUIDHOLLAND Hellevoetsluis, 7-16 May, immature,
photographed () Keukelaar, | Tramper, K Minnaar, van
der Burg et al 1990).

There are now 10 records: in March (one), April (two),
May (three), August (two), September (one) and October
(one), None of these birds were twitchable.

Snowy Owl Nyctea scandiaca 1,1

NOORDBRABANT Lage Zwaluwe, 2 March, immature or
female, photographed (A Hoevenaar, van der Burg et al
1990).

The bird was sitting on a roof during the day and seen
by only a few local people. It could not be found the next
days despite much effort by a lot of birders. After review,
there are seven acceptable records: in January 1869,
December 1884, November 1888, May 1904, June-
August 1965 (presumably, the same bird was reported in
March and November that vear) and December 1980-
March 1981. Among the old records reviewed are lost or
badly labelled museum skins without sufficient details on
date (at least month required) and locality (at least
province required). Old field observations with no more
details than, eg, ‘large and white owl with some black
markings and yellow eyes’ were also rejected.

Bee-eater Merops apiaster 80,1
FRIESLAND Schiermonnikoog, 22-26 September, adult,
photographed (M van den Berg, A de Bruin et al, van der
Burg et al 1990).
1989 NOORDHOLLAND Huizen, 17 May, 14 (R F | van
Beusekom).

In recent years, apart from several flocks of less than 10
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birds, there have been flocks of 12 (in 1984), 10 (in 1987),
15 (in 1987) and 14 birds (in 1989).

Middle Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos medius 1,1
NOORDBRABANT Kaatsheuvel, 19 June, adult () Couwen-
berg).

There is only one other record during the 1980s, a
male wintering at Amelisweerd, Utrecht, from 1 Decem-
ber 1985 to 15 February 1986. Last breeding occurred in
Twente, Overijssel, in 1973.

Red-rumped Swallow Hirundo daurica 11,3
ZEELAND Groede, 2 May, two (G A Davidse, P van Tuil,
S Lilypaly); Breskens, 5 May (M Capello, G A Davidse et
al).

All individuals were migrating in north-easterly di-
rection.

Olive-backed Pipit Anthus hodgsoni 3,1
NOORDHOLLAND Bloemendaal, Kennemerduinen, 25-
29 October, immature, trapped, photographed (Vrs van
Lennep, A van Kleunen, D Groenendijk, van der Burg et
al 1990, Eggenhuizen & de Meijer 1991),

This is the fourth record and the first of a trapped bird.
Unexpectedly, the bird remained for 4 days in the coastal
dunes where it was released.

Red-throated Pipit Anthus cervinus 38,3

GRONINGEN Eemshaven, 5 May, photographed (L | R
Boon, A van Dijk, L Steijn et al); Eemshaven, 20 May
(K van Dijken).

ZUIDHOLLAND Haagse Waterleidingduinen, 6 May, fly-
ing northward (A Remeeus).

The actual number seen (or rather heard) by birders is
much larger, especially in autumn. However, it is hard to
get views good enough to make an acceptable descrip-
tion of a bird flying overhead.

Thrush Nightingale Luscinia luscinia 13,1
FRIESLAND Tjeukemeer, 16 June, adult, male, trapped,
photographed (] de Jong).

This was the second year in succession without any
spring records of singing birds.

Cetti's Warbler Cettia cetti 36,2

FRIESLAND Vlieland, 8 October, female, trapped (K Terp-
stra, | Jassies).

FLEVOLAND Kamperhoek, 15 October, trapped, pho-
tographed (G Frank).

Two or three birds trapped in October in the Amster-
damse Waterleidingduinen, Noordholland, have not yet
been submitted to the CDONA. Apparently, there was an
influx in October.

Fan-tailed Warbler Cisticola juncidis 16,4
ZEELAND Kruispolderhaven, 22 July to 22 August, two
adults and two fledglings, photographed and sound-
recorded () van Hooien, M Berlijn, A de Bruin, L | R Boon
et al, van der Burg et al 1990).

This is the first breeding record since 1984; the species
was not recorded during 1986-89. The committee is still
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awaiting information on a September bird in Flevoland.

River Warbler Locustella fluviatilis 5,4
ZUIDHOLLAND Brabantse Biesbosch, 13-24 May, sing-
ing, photographed (H Gebuis, Anonymus 1990a, van der
Burg et al 1990).
FLEVOLAND Qoievaarsweg, 4-10 June, singing, sound-
recorded (R F | van Beusekom, L | R Boon et al); Knardijk,
6-22 June, singing (R F | van Beusekom, M Berlijn);
Qostvaardersdijk, 30 June, singing (P M A van der
Wielen).

This was the species’ best year ever. There are now 16
records. All 13 records since May 1956 refer to singing
birds in spring.

Aquatic Warbler Acrocephalus paludicola 87,6
GRONINGEN Lauwersmeer, 31 July to 8 August, imma-
ture (G van Aalst, L | R Boon, A de Bruin et al).
GELDERLAND Elburg, 3 August, two, adult and immature,
trapped (K Terpstra); Elburg, 4 August, immature, trapped
(K Terpstra); Elburg, 15 August, immature, trapped (K
Terpstra).
ZEELAND Colijnsplaat, 12 August, immature (A van Kleu-
nen, A Hannewijk).

A moderate year with numbers dropping from the
1986-89 yearly average of 12-13 records (cf de By 1990).

*Blyth’s Reed Warbler Acrocephalus dumetorum 0,1
FLEVOLAND Lelystad, 26 June, adult, trapped, photo-
graphed (C | Breek, van der Burg et al 1990).

A paper on this first record has been prepared and will
be published in due course. The bird was ringed (Arnhem
F203084). It had worn remiges and rectrices. No call was
heard. Biometrics: wing 63 mm; tail 56 mm; tarsus 23
mm; bill from feathers 12 mm; bill from skull 17.5 mm;
bill width 4 mm; leg width 1.8 mm; pl (outermost
primary) 1.5 mm shorter than longest primary covert; p3,
p4 and p5 longest primaries; p2 5mm, p6 3.5 mm, p7 5.5
mm, p8 8 mm, p9 9 mm and p10 10.5 mm shorter than
p4; emarginations on outer web of p3-5 (less obvious on
p5); primary projection 13 mm; tail rounded: 5 mm for
outermost pair; longest undertail-coverts 14 mm shorter
than longest rectrix; weight 11.5 gram.

Booted Warbler Hippolais caligata 3,1
NOORDHOLLAND Bloemendaal, Kennemerduinen, 29
September, immature, trapped, photographed (Vrs van
Lennep, van der Burg et al 1990).

The previous one was trapped at the same site on 21
September 1988 (van den Berg 1989).

Melodious Warbler Hippolais polyglotta 5,4
FLEVOLAND Vogelweg/Knarweg, 24 May into June, two
adults and two fledglings, photographed and sound-
recorded () Boshuizen, M Berlijn, A de Bruin et al).

This first breeding record follows the species’ increase
in Belgium. As a consequence, records after 31 Decem-
ber 1990 in south-eastern Belgium are no longer consi-
dered by the Wallonian rarities committee (Lafontaine et
al 1991).
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Aaasvlakte, 76 Parrott Crossbill Loxia pytyopsittacus, Noordwijk,
Zuidholland, November 1990 (Hans Gebuis) Zuidholland, February 1990 (René van Rossum)

77 Sociable Plover Chettusia gregaria, adult summer, IJsselstein, Utrecht, April 1990 (Hans Gebuis)
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78 River Warbler Locustella fluviatilis, Brabantse Biesbosch, Zuidholland, May 1990 (Hans Gebuis)

79 Woodchat Shrike Lanius senator, Den Bosch, Noordbrabant, June 1990 (Hans Gebuis)




Subalpine Warbler Sylvia cantillans 12,0

1979 NOORDHOLLAND Amsterdamse Waterleiding-
duinen, 9 May, adult, male (P P Bohre, G van der Berg et
al).

Chronologically, this is the fifth record. There are 17
records, nearly all in spring: one in April, 13 in May, two
in June and one in October. After two good periods in the
1980s (six in 1982-83 and six in 1986-88), 1990 was the
second year in succession without any record.

Barred Warbler Sylvia nisoria 70,5
NOORDHOLLAND Castricum, 27 August, immature, trap-
ped (Vrs Castricum); Bloemendaal, Kennemerduinen, 12
October, immature, trapped (Vrs van Lennep).
FRIESLAND Ameland, 10-12 September, immature, pho-
tographed (] M Walhout, E B Ebels, L | R Boon et al,
Anonymus 1990a, van der Burg et al 1990); Vlieland, 25
September, immature, trapped (K Terpstra); Terschelling,
27 September, immature, trapped, photographed (] Juke-
ma).
1989 GRONINGEN Eemshaven, 4 October, immature (S
Luinenburg).

A rather meagre year showing typical occurrences
from late August to early October. Only two out of 11
records in 1989-90 concern field observations.

*Two-barred Greenish Warbler Phylloscopus plumbei-
tarsus 0,1

NOORDHOLLAND Castricum, 17 September, first-winter,
trapped, photographed (Vrs Castricum, van der Burg et al
1990, Schekkerman 1992).

This constitutes the second record for Europe. The first
was in 21-27 October 1987 on Gugh, Scilly, England, but
has not yet been formally admitted to the British list
(Rogers & Rarities Committee 1991).

Pallas’s Warbler Phylloscopus proregulus 35,1
FRIESLAND Kornwerderzand, 3-4 November (D | Moer-
beek, K | Eigenhuis, S Gardeslen et al).

1989 NOORDHOLLAND Texel, 17 October (R F ] van
Beusekom, G A Morel, O Wildschut et al); Texel, 20
October (P van Scheepen, W H Hoogendoorn, D Mei-
jer).

1987 FLEVOLAND Blocq van Kuffeler, 7 November,
photographed (Mauer 1989).

This was the poorest showing since 1984 when there
was also only one record. In contrast, 1989 was the best
year ever with 10 records. During 15-27 October 1989,
no less than five birds were recorded on Texel.

Hume'’s Yellow-browed Warbler Phylloscopus humei
3,4

NOORDHOLLAND Texel, 6-7 November, photographed
and sound-recorded (A Wassink et al, Anonymus 1991a).
ZUIDHOLLAND Meyendel, 11 December to 4 January
1991, photographed (A Remeeus, M Berlijn et al); Rijns-
burg, 12-13 December (L van der Veen, P P Bohre).
FLEVOLAND Blocq van Kuffeler, Almere, 24 December to
22 January 1991, photographed and sound-recorded (R
F | van Beusekom, O Wildschut, Anonymus 1991a,
Oreel 1991).
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In 1990, the number of records was doubled. Previous
records were on 28 November 1958 (found dead), 4
February to 3 April 1975, 9 1o 14 November 1982 and 7
December 1982 to 10 April 1983,

Radde’s Warbler Phylloscopus schwarzi 2,1
ZUIDHOLLAND Maasvlakte, 6-8 November, photographed
(H Gebuis, E B Ebels et al).

This is (only) the fifth record and the first for Novem-
ber (the previous four are in October).

Dusky Warbler Phylloscopus tuscatus 9,2
ZEELAND Vlissingen, 25 October () M Walhout et al).
ZUIDHOLLAND Meyendel, 29 November to 4 December
(M Berlijn, | D Eerdmans, P Eerdmans, L van der Veen).
1989 ZUIDHOLLAND Maasvlakte, 25 October (T O V
Muusse, K | Eigenhuis, H Gebuis).

There are now 12 records of which 11 in the last five
vears, all in October-November. The CDNA still awaits
information on the Terschelling bird on 7-9 November.

Bonelli's Warbler Phylloscopus bonelli 8,2

LIMBURG Herkenbosch, 22 May to 9 June, male, sound-
recorded (D ] Moerbeek, S Gardeslen, M Berlijn et al).
NOORDHOLLAND Castricum, 14 August, immature, trap-
ped, photographed (Vrs Castricum).

There are now 19 records including (at least) three
belonging to the eastern subspecies P b orientalis. The
Herkenbosch bird belonged to the western subspecies
P b bonelli. Recards are from May (13), June (one), July
(one), August (two), September (one) and November
(one); most birds were singing.

Iberian Chiffchaff Phyvl/loscopus collybita brehmii 5,1
NOORDHOLLAND Amsterdam, 29 April to 20 July, male,
photographed and sound-recorded (R Vlek, M Berlijn et
al).

The bird was singing in high trees in the Vondelpark
near the centre of Amsterdam. Its calls and behaviour
indicated that it was paired and nesting.

Wallcreeper Tichodroma muraria 1,0
NOORDHOLLAND Amsterdam, 27 November to 5 April
1991, female, photographed (van de Staaij & Fokker
1991).

The same bird was present from 13 November 1989 to
11 April 1990. It did not return again in the winter of
1991/92.

Treecreeper Certhia familiaris 31,1

GRONINGEN Groningen, 13-16 January (M Olthoff, A de
Bruin et al).

1989 OVERISSEL Staphorst, 27 September, trapped,
photographed (G E H Smallenbroek, | G Bredenbeek).
FRIESLAND Ameland, 10 October, trapped (] T Hendriks-
ma).

1988 FRIESLAND Schiermonnikoog, 15 October, trapped
(| van der Straaten).

The continuing search for identification features of this
difficult species recently culminated in an inspiring paper
by Daunicht (1991). Perhaps, it will result in a future
increase of acceptable field records.
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Woodchat Shrike Lanius senator 21,2
NOORDBRABANT Den Bosch, 13-16 June, subadult, male,
photographed (A de Bruin, S Luinenburg, van der Burg et
al 1990).

NOORDHOLLAND Texel, 3-5 October, juvenile, pho-
tographed (T ) C Luijendijk, C G Quispel, D Groenendijk
et al, van der Burg et al 1990).

1988 ZUIDHOLLAND Katwijk, 17 May () A van den Andel,
T Uitterdijk).

In 1980-90, records were in April (one), May (nine),
June (10), July (one), September (one) and October (one).
The Texel bird looked remarkably pale due to its heavily
worn juvenile plumage.

Rose-coloured Starling Sturnus roseus 14,0

1988 NOORDHOLLAND Texel, 22-24 October, juvenile,
photographed (H P Braam, S Lilipaly, L Stegeman et al).
1985 GELDERLAND Aalten, 16 May, adult summer, male
(A P Ros).

The 1988 record was previously reported for 22 Octo-
ber (van den Berg et al 1989). There are now 33 records
of which seven are from the 19th century, 14 during
1900-80 and 12 during 1981-90.

Arctic Redpoll Carduelis hornemanni 17,3
NOORDHOLLAND Amsterdam, 15-22 December, two,
photographed (A W | Meijer, L van der Veen, E B Ebels et
al, Anonymus 1991a).

GRONINGEN Eelderwolde, 21 December (K van Dijken).
1988 FRIESLAND Cornwerd, 16 November, adult, trap-
ped () T Hendriksma).

In the winter of 1990/91, several birds were reported
from November onwards of which, until now, three
December records have been accepted (cf van der Burg
et al 1991). The influx from November 1988 to January
1989 involved 10 birds of which eight were trapped. In
contrast, there were no records in the winter of 1989/90.
Previous influxes were in October-November 1962 (five),
October-December 1972 (eight), November-December
1975 (19) and November 1986-January 1987 (four).

Two-barred Crossbill Loxia leucoptera 3,12
FRIESLAND Terschelling, 24 August, juvenile (W Renema,
P Edelaar, L van Gent et al).
NOORDHOLLAND Den Helder, 2 September, juvenile,
female, found dead, photographed (F Geldermans, spe-
cimen in collection Nationaal Natuurhistorisch Mu-
seum, Leiden, Zuidholland).
OVERISSEL Dalfsen, 27 October, adult, male, found
dead, photographed (E Goutbeek, A de Bruin, specimen
in collection of Natuurmuseum West-Overijssel, Zwol-
le).
UTRECHT Baarn, 8 November to 1 February 1991, adult,
male (R F | van Beusekom, M Berlijn, P Knolle et al, van
der Burg et al 1991); Baarn, 11-20 November, female,
photographed (K | Eigenhuis et al).
NOORDBRABANT Hooge Mierde, 25 November to 24
January 1991, seven, adults, three males (L Peeters, M
Berlijn, P M A van der Wielen et al).

The committee still awaits information about a male at
Hilversum, Noordholland, in late November. The Den
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Helder bird was hit by a car and died the day after, on 3
September. Interestingly, it had very narrow white fringes
to greater and median wing-coverts and tertials and it
must have been very hard to identify in the field. Howe-
ver, the wing:tail ratio of 1.40 (wing 95 and tail 68 mm)
was decisive and even below the extreme (1.41, n=30)
given by Svensson (1984). The first reports of the 1990-
91 influx came from coastal northern areas during late
August and early September. In late October and No-
vember, at least 10 individuals were found in inland
forests. The only other influx known for the Netherlands
was in September 1889 when 32 birds were recorded. In
the 100 years between both influxes, only seven records
were accepted after review (in September 1942, October
1963, July 1972, December 1972, March 1984, April-
May 1984 and February 1987).

Parrot Crossbill Loxia pytyopsittacus 240,137
NOORDHOLLAND Texel, 15-21 October, 15, six males,
eight females, one immature, photographed (P M Gnod-
de, M Berlijn, K H Scholten, L van der Veen et al);
Robbenoordbos, 16 October to 4 January 1991, 25,
photographed and sound-recorded (O de Vries, R E
Brouwer); Texel, 20 October, two, adult, female (K H
Scholten, S Luinenburg et al).

ZUIDHOLLAND Noordwijk, 20 October to 15 March
1991, 24, photographed (W-] Hooymans, M Berlijn, A B
van den Berg, Anonymus 1991a); Meyendel, 2 Decem-
ber, 12, one immature, five males, six females (M Berlijn,
J ] Blankert, C G Quispel et al).

FRIESLAND Bakkeveen, 21 October, two, adult male and
immature (K H Scholten); Schiermonnikoog, 27 October
to 12 November, 14, including one subadult, photo-
graphed (D Schut, D Blok, E B Ebels et al); Vlieland, 12-
17 November, 15, including six males and six females,
photographed (R A de By).

UTRECHT Baarn, 1-17 November, three, two males and
one female (R F | van Beusekom, E B Ebels et al).
ZEELAND Vrouwenpolder, 24 December, adult, male (| M
Walhout).

DRENTHE Veenhuizen, 25 December to 4 January 1991,
four, one male and three immatures (K H Scholten):
Doldersum, 28 December, 18 (] M Swart, M ] Swarl).
GRONINGEN Groningen, 31 December, two, photographed
(K van Dijken).

The influx in 1990-91 brought birds further south and
more inland than during the first influx, in 1982-83. The
1982/83 influx comprised ¢ 230 birds, mostly in coastal
forests of Noordholland (Schekkerman 1986). Interest-
ingly, the 1990-91 influx coincided with a large influx of
Crossbills L curvirostra and a remarkable influx of Two-
barred Crossbills (. feucoptera. The first accepted records
in 1990 were during the DBA week on Texel in mid-
October. Curiously, however, possible Parrot Crossbills
were reported as early as June, and the identification of
birds photographed in August on Terschelling and at
Groesheek, Gelderland, is still a matter of debate (cf
Anonymus 1990b). It has been suggested that the actual
numbers in 1990-91 were higher than in 1982-83 (Ano-
nymus 1991a). The CDNA still awaits the submission of
a number of records (eg, the birds photographed in



October in the Kennemerduinen, Noordholland (Anony-
mus 1990b)). Bert de Bruin is preparing a paper on the
1990-91 invasion.

Scarlet Rosefinch Carpodacus erythrinus 71,9
FLEVOLAND Galjootweg, 20-24 May, adult, male (R F |
van Beusekom, M Berlijn, L | R Boon et al); Knardijk, 25
May to 9 June, adult, male (T ) C Luijendijk et al,
Anonymus 1990a, van der Burg et al 1990); Lelystad, 20
June, second-year, male, trapped, photographed (C |
Breek).

GRONINGEN Rottumeroog, 30 May, female (G O Keijl, £
V Koopman); Lauwersmeer, 7-10 June, immature, male,
photographed and sound-recorded (A de Bruin, A van
Dijk, L ) R Boon et al).

FRIESLAND Schiermonnikoog, 3-4 June, two, adult sum-
mer, male and female (] Sikkens, L ] R Boon et al).
NOORDHOLLAND Texel, 30 September (A W | Meijer, M
van Weeghel).

ZUIDHOLLAND Katwijk, 1 October (A W | Meijer, M van
Weeghel).

1989 FRIESLAND Ameland, 12 June, male (D Verroken, L
Verroken).

The species has established itself as a breeding bird in
Flevoland and on the Wadden islands. The CDNA still
awaits information on most of the breeding pairs in 1989
and 1990, especially from Flevoland, Terschelling and
Texel (cf Anonymus 1989). It is likely that in the near
future, like Penduline Tit Remiz pendulinus, the species
will no longer be considered by the CDNA.

Pine Bunting Emberiza leucocephalos 5,1
NOORDHOLLAND Texel, 1 November, immature, male
(A Wassink).

This was the first accepted sight record. Previous
records concerned trapped or photographed birds, All 20
post-1900 records are in October-November, eight in the
1960s, four in the 1970s and five in the 1980s.

Rustic Bunting Emberiza rustica 16,4

FRIESLAND Terschelling, 27 September to 2 October,
adult, male (A Ouwerkerk, M Berlijn, T ) C Luijendijk et
al); Terschelling, 13 October, male (| ] Blankert, M D
Witvliet).

ZUIDHOLLAND Scheveningen, 27 September to 1 Octo-
ber, photographed (R Messemaker, D Laponder et al, van
der Burg et al 1990, Camici 1990).

ZEELAND Westkapelle, 27 September to 2 October,
photographed () M Walhout, E Sanders et al, van der Burg
et al 1990).

1989 GRONINGEN Eemshaven, 25 May, adult summer,
male (S Luinenburg).

In the last days of September, three birds were present
simultaneously at three widely separated coastal sites.
Especially, the remarkably tame bird in the harbour of
Scheveningen was seen by many people. This was not
the species’ best autumn: in September-October 1980
nine birds were recorded. After review, there are 32
records of which 11 in September, 14 in October, one in
November and six in March-May. The first record dates
back to October 1874,
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Little Bunting Emberiza pusilla 24,8

ZUIDHOLLAND Katwijk, 31 March to 14 April, three,
photographed and sound-recorded (A W | Meijer et al,
Anonymus 1990a, van der Burg et al 1990).

FRIESLAND Terschelling, 27 September, trapped, pho-
tographed () Jukema); Terschelling, 28-29 October, ring-
ed (E Kieft, | | Blankert).

ZEELAND Westkapelle, 27 September (H Schekkerman, P
L Meininger, R Strucker et al).

NOORDHOLLAND Texel, 13 October (M Berlijn et al);
Castricum, 10 November, immature, trapped, photo-
graphed (Vrs Castricum).

The three singing birds in early spring at Katwijk were
one of the highlights of the year and concerned the first
March-April records. There are now 59 records of this
species, the commonest of the rare buntings, in Februa-
ry lone), March-April (three), May (two), September (14),
October (27) and November (12). The first record dates
back to November 1842,

Systematic list of records not accepted

This list contains all records not accepted by the
CDNA. Records marked with @ were rejected by all
committee members in the first or second voting,
those with @-1 by all except one, and the remaining
by two or more (with at least two votes against
rejection). Most records were rejected when the
identification was not fully established (often due to
a lack of documentation) or when the individual
showed signs of captivity (such as dubious rings,
excessive wear or aberrant behaviour). For certain
duck species which in recent years repeatedly
turned out to be escapes (ie, Bufflehead Bucephala
albeola and Hooded Merganser Mergus cuculla-
tus), the CDNA now demands to ascertain that the
bird is nét carrying a ring of dubious origin. Species
for which the CDNA unanimously decided that all
records refer to birds of captive origin, are usually
omitted from this list. These include species of
which all ancestors are of captive origin (introduc-
ed species of British Category C). Species for which
a majority vote decided that all records refer to
birds of captive origin, are included in this list. For
1990, these concern (apart from Hooded Mergan-
ser, see above) correctly identified individuals without
obvious signs of captivity of Pink-backed Pelican
Pelecanus rufescens, Lesser Flamingo Phoenico-
pterus minorand Desert Finch Rhodospiza obsole-
ta. It is noteworthy that in some western European
countries Pink-backed Pelican, Lesser Flamingo
and Hooded Merganser are listed as genuine va-
grants.

Bulwer’s Petrel Bulweria bulwerii, Westkapelle (Zee-
land) 27 September @-1 (description of all-black long-
tailed petrel of marsh tern Chlidonias size flying past at 1
km distance with flight pattern matching that of Bulwer’s
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Petrel under similar conditions; because of the species’
rarity and recent discoveries of all-dark petrels Oceano-
droma, it was felt that more documentation is required for
this potential first), Balearic Shearwater Puffinus vel-
kouan, Katwijk (Zuidholland) 16 August @. Pink-backed
Pelican Pelecanus rufescens, Nijkerkernauw (Flevoland/
Gelderland) 25-30 October (photographed; identifica-
tion accepted but all except one voted against possible
genuine vagrancy in this species). Glossy Ibis Plegadis
falcinellus, Meyelsedijk, Peel (Limburg/Noordbrabant)
19 May @ (no description); Enumatil (Friesland) September
@; Engwierum (Friesland) 16 November @ (the descrip-
tions do not exclude Puna Ibis P ridgwayi of which
several escaped individuals are roaming around). Lesser
Flamingo Phoenicopterus minor, Mokkebank (Friesland)
29 April; Kornwerderzand (Friesland) 26 September
(photographed; identification of both records accepted
but all except one voted against genuine vagrancy in this
species). Whistling Swan Cygnus columbianus colum-
bianus, Pampuspad/Oostvaardersdijk (Flevoland) 1-27
December @ (photographed; amount of yellow on bill
was considered too extensive to exclude Bewick's Swan
C ¢ bewickii; cf van der Burg et al 1991). Blue-winged
Teal Anas discors, Lauwersmeer (Groningen) 1-2 July @-
1 (female; description was insufficient to exclude Cinna-
mon Teal A cyanoptera). Hooded Merganser Mergus
cucullatus, Den Oever (Noordholland) 1-2 December
{male, photographed; identification accepted but only
the left leg was ascertained to be unringed). Black-
shouldered Kite Elanus caeruleus, Texel (Noordholland)
20 May @. Pallid Harrier Circus macrourus, Fleditewesg,
(Flevoland) 11 February @ (male Hen Harrier C cyaneus
notexcluded); Leusderheide (Utrecht) 25 August @ (female;
no description was given of body shape or dark patch on
side of breast). Booted Eagle Hieraaetus pennatus, Dui-
ven (Gelderland) 5 June @. Saker Falco cherrug, Seroos-
kerke (Zeeland) 12 February @ (photographed; descrip-
tion does not exclude other large falcons nor hybrids).
Gyrfalcon F rusticolus, Texel (Noordholland) 4 January
@-1 (description not sufficiently detailed to exclude other
large falcons nor hybrids). Little Crake Porzana parva,
Vlieland (Friesland) 7 May @ (only heard and no sound-
recording made). pratincole Glareola, Praamweg (Flevo-
land) 24 February @. American Golden Plover Pluvialis
dominica, Dordtse Biesbosch (Zuidholland) 27-28 Ja-
nuary (description insufficient considering the species’
rarity, especially in mid-winter). White-rumped Sandpiper
Calidris fuscicollis, Almere (Flevoland) 22 July @. Ame-
rican Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus hudsonicus,
Noordwijkerhout (Zuidholland) 23 April @ (flying past).
Laughing Gull Larus atricilla, Katwijk aan Zee (Zuidhol-
land) 1 December @. Franklin’s Gull L pipixcan, Zand-
voort (Noordholland) 26 January @ (description wrong
for adult winter). Bonaparte’s Gull L philadelphia, Hoek
van Holland (Zuidholland) 1 January @ (description
incomplete without, eg, underwing pattern). Russian
Common Gull L canus heinei, I)muiden (Noordholland)
11 December @-1 (photographed; no measurements).
Thayer’s Gull [ thayeri, Lauwersoog (Groningen) 7
December @ (first-winter, unintentionally photograp-
hed; no complete dark tail-band visible). Bee-eater Merops
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apiaster, six, Stadskanaal (Groningen) 31 May @-1 (no
description made); Santpoort (Noordholland) 31 July @-
1 (flying past and only heard, not seen). Middle Spotted
Woodpecker Dendrocopos medius, Meddo (Gelder-
land) 18 April @. Lesser Short-toed Lark Calandrella
rufescens, Stellendam (Zuidholland) 20 April @ (descrip-
tion incomplete, primary projection not described). Red-
throated Pipit Anthus cervinus, Texel (Noordholland) 13
QOctober @-1; Westkapelle (Zeeland) 15 October @-1
(flying past and giving the species’ characteristic call
which, however, could not be recorded on tape; it should
be noted that several similar observations of flying and
calling pipits, mainly in May, were not submitted). Black-
headed Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava feldegg, Den
Oever (Noordholland) 23 May @-1 (photographed; no
sound heard and description incomplete; photograph
does not exclude Northern Yellow Wagtail M f thun-
bergi). Thrush Nightingale [uscinia luscinia, Gorssel
(Gelderland) 27 April @-1 (photographed; Nightingale L
megarhynchos could not be excluded). Aquatic Warbler
Acrocephalus paludicola, Lauwersmeer (Groningen) 18
August @, Melodious Warbler Hippolais polyglotta, Schier-
monnikoog (Friesland) 28 August @. Treecreeper Certhia
familiaris, Lisse (Zuidholland) 24 April @. Parrot Crossbill
Loxia pytyopsittacus, two, De Koog, Texel (Noordhol-
land) 28 July @; four, De Cocksdorp, Texel (Noordhol-
land) 15 September; one, De Cocksdorp, Texel (Noord-
holland) 15 September; one, Qosterend, Terschelling
(Friesland) 25 September; one, Dwingeloo (Drenthe) 4
November @; seven, Drakesteyn (Utrecht) 6 November
@-1; two, Groningen (Groningen) 15 November @; 13,
Diever (Drenthe) 28 December @ (it seems that there
were more birds having bill size looking intermediate
between Crossbill L curvirostra and Parrot Crossbill than
during the 1982/83 invasion). Little Bunting Emberiza
pusilla, Wassenaar (Zuidholland) 1 April @-1 (only seen
while flying past on migration); Cammingaburen (Fries-
land) 6 April (some features missing in description); K12
Bravo Platform (Continental Shelf) 20 October @ (found
dead; specimen appeared to be a Reed Bunting £ schoe-
niclus); Nieuwegein (Utrecht) 22 November @. Red-
headed Bunting Emberiza bruniceps, Schiermonnikoog
(Friesland) 6 June (adult male; description incomplete
and not excluding certain African weavers Pioceus).

1989

Cory’s Shearwater Calonectris diomedea, Bloemendaal
(Noordholland) 8 October @-1 (description incomplete,
bill not described). Storm Petrel Hydrobates pelagicus,
off Terschelling (Continental Shelf) 19 July (underwing
pattern not described). Middendorfi’s Bean Goose Anser
fabalis middendorffii (or A f johanseni), Meerkoetweg
(Flevoland) 3 December @-1 (in flock of A f rossicus;
aberrant A f fabalis not excluded). American Wigeon
Anas americana, Ellewoutsdijk (Zeeland) 11 February
(incomplete description not ruling out a hybrid: adult
male with white wing-coverts and white crown-stripe but
without, eg, dark green eye-stripe). Steller’s Eider Polys-
ticta stelleri, Lauwersmeer (Groningen) 27 March (in-
complete description of adult male flying past). Lesser
Spotted Eagle Aquila pomarina, Zuidzande (Zeeland) 28
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80 Scarlet Rosefinch Carpodacus erythrinus, adult male, Galjootweg, Almere, Flevoland May 1990 (Hans Gebuis)

81 Little Bunting Emberiza pusilla, Katwijk aan Zee, Zuidholland, 5 April 1990 (Arnoud B van den Berg)
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B2 Rustic Bunting Emberiza rustica, Westkapelle, Zeeland, September 1990 (Hans Gebuis)

83 Rustic Bunting Emberiza rustica, Scheveningen, Zuidholland, 29 September 1990 (René van Rossum)
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May (adult; description incomplete). Broad-billed
Sandpiper Limicola falcinellus, Lauwersmeer (Gronin-
gen) 16 May (description lacking); Terschelling (Fries-
land) 1-3 October @. Wilson’s Phalarope Phalaropus
tricolor, Knardijk (Flevoland) 20 August @ (juvenile).
Roseate Tern Sterna dougallii, Terschelling (Friesland)
18 May (adult summer; description incomplete). Bridled
Tern Sterna anaethetus, Ameland (Friesland) early Au-
gust (adult; description considered insufficient although
at least two individuals frequented Dutch coasts in the
same period (cf Schekkerman & Meininger 1990)). Aquatic
Warbler Acrocephalus paludicola, Goudriaan (Zuidhol-
land) 13 August @-1. Greenish Warbler Phylloscopus
trochiloides, Roggebotzand (Flevoland) 10 June @.
Treecreeper Certhia familiaris, Herwen (Gelderland) 1
October @ (trapped). Rose-coloured Starling Sturnus
roseus, Terschelling (Friesland) 31(!) September (descrip-
tion of juvenile but field sketch of bill shape not convincing).
Desert Finch Rhodospiza obsoleta, Ilmuiden (Noordhol-
land) 29-31 December (possibly until March 1990) (adult,
photographed; identification accepted but all except one
voted against possible genuine vagrancy in this species;
cf Anonymus 1990a). Siberian Snow Bunting Plectro-
phenax nivalis viasowae, Sint Jacobiparochie (Friesland)
13 November @ (adult male, trapped and photographed;
cf Jukema 1992).

1988

Baird’s Sandpiper Calidris bairdii, Lauwersmeer (Gro-
ningen) 24 July (description incomplete, actually sugges-
ting White-rumped Sandpiper C fuscicollis). Terek
Sandpiper Xenus cinereus, Breskens (Zeeland) 10 May
(seen flying past with seven Redshanks Tringa totanus at
100 m distance because of which description remained
incomplete, eg, without bill shape). Treecreeper Certhia
familiaris, Oppenhuizen (Friesland) 23 November @
(trapped). Arctic Redpoll Carduelis hornemanni, Afsluit-
dijk (Friesland) 25 November (trapped); Tongeren (Gel-
derland) 27 December (trapped).

1986

Glossy Ibis Plegadis falcinellus, Lauwersmeer (Gronin-
gen) 9 May @. Pallid Harrier Circus macrourus, Marne-
waard (Groningen) 10 June @ (female). Subalpine Warbler
Sylvia cantillans, Lauwersoog (Groningen) 15 May @
(incomplete description of male seen during a few se-
conds).

1981

Siberian Lesser Whitethroat Sy/via curruca blythi/hali-
modendri, Kornwerderzand (Friesland) 17 October @
(trapped and photographed; obvious white supercilium,
short wing 63 mm and long tail 55 mm do not exclude
nominate; p2 3mm shorter than p3-4 (longest) and p2=p6
fits better for nominate than for eastern subspecies; cold
colours (no brownish on upperside) are wrong for eastern
subspecies).

1980
Franklin’s Gull Larus pipixcan, Scheveningen (Zuidhol-
land) 4 September @-1 (although this record has never
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been accepted (cf Blankert & CDNA 1982), it was
prematurely cited by Jonsson & Wennberg (1981) and
Glutz von Blotzheim & Bauer (1982); it was reviewed
again because this would no longer be the species’ only
record as there are now accepted records in 1987 and
1988; however, the 1980 hird was still considered unac-
ceptable by the (new) committee).
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Taxonomic status of yellow-legged
Herring Gulls in eastern Baltic

Pranas Mierauskas & Edmundas Greimas

The taxonomic status of yellow-legged Herring
Gulls Larus argentatus (sensu Cramp & Simmons
1983) in the eastern Baltic has been the object of
heated discussion ever since the first records in this
area. Pleske (1928) suggested that yellow-legged
Herring Gulls should be regarded as a separate
subspecies, | a omissus. Later authors (eg, Buturlin
1934, Stresemann, Timofeeff-Ressovski 1947)
supported this view while others rejected it (eg,
Voipio 1954, Stegmann 1960, Barth 1968). Haffer
(1982) considered omissus as a subspecies of Yel-
low-legged Gull L cachinnans.

Voipio (1954) suggested that these yellow-leg-
ged Herring Gulls represent a hybrid form produc-
ed by contact between cachinnans from southern
regions and local Herring Gulls. Kilpi (1988) and
Kilpi & Hario (1986) stated that during a period of
¢ 100 years, north-western Europe has been popu-
lated by at least two clearly different populations of
Herring Gull, the Scandinavian L a argentatus
(sensu Barth 1968) and the British L a argenteus,
and possibly also L cachinnans.

According to Kumari (1978), in the middle of the
19th century, two types of Herring Gull were
present in the eastern Baltic: gulls breeding inland
in bogs and gulls breeding on coastal islands. Since
that time, both populations have varied in size. The
inland breeding population reached a peak around
1960 and decreased hereafter. An increase of the
coastal population was noted between 1950 and
1960, when new breeding sites were occupied,
and to date this process still continues.

To elucidate the taxonomic status of yellow-
legged Herring Gull and the possible occurrence of
Yellow-legged Gulls in the eastern Baltic, we exa-
mined Herring Gull populations breeding onislands
in the Gulf of Finland (St Petersburg region) and in
inland bogs in Teichu (eastern Latvia). Further-
more, we studied Yellow-legged Gulls in the la-
goon system of the Sivash/Azov Sea area, southern
Ukraine. We compared biometric characters, wing-
tip pattern and vocalizations (Mierauskas et al
1991).

Biometry and behaviour of Yellow-legged and
Herring Gulls

|Dutch Birding 14: 91-94, juni 1992

There were clear morphological differences be-
tween Yellow-legged and Herring Gulls. The Baltic
Herring Gulls were slightly larger than Black Sea
Yellow-legged Gulls but the latter had a consider-
ably larger bill and longer wings (cf Kumari 1978,
Mierauskas et al 1991). There were significant
differences in tarsus, middle toe and total-head
lengths between the two species (Mierauskas et al
1991). Wing-tip pattern is an essential character to
separate cachinnansfrom Baltic yellow-legged gulls.
The data were analysed according to Goethe (1961)
and are presented in figure 1. There were no gulls
in the Sivash sample with five black primaries or
less, against 20.5% individuals with such a pattern
in [ aargentatus. The proportion of individuals with
white on the outer primary is significantly higher in
cachinnans than in the St Petersburg gulls. As can
be judged from figure 1, the so-called ‘thaveri
pattern’ is common for Baltic gulls in both localities
but it is more frequent in birds from the inland
Teichu population.

We recorded and analysed 18 call types. Great-
est attention was paid to the ‘long call’, ‘mew call’,
‘call note’ and ‘alarm call’. Long call and partly
mew call are the main signals of reproductive
isolationin gulls (Tinbergen 1959, Mierauskas 1987).
As expected, the long calls of argentatus from the St
Petersburg population were markedly different from
those of cachinnanswith respect to sonograms and
signal parameters. The inland population of argen-
tatus closely resembled the coastal St Petersburg
birds. Differences between argentatus from St Pe-
tersburg and cachinnans from the Sea of Azov
occurred primarily in structural organization, ele-
ment number and spread of harmonic bands within
element and intervals between elements. The long
call of St Petersburg argentatus was the shortest,
having 8-14 elements, and the cachinnanslong call
comprised of 14-24 elements. We detected no
obviousdifferencesin vocalizations, biometry, wing-
tip pattern between pink-legged and yellow-legged
Herring Gulls from St Petersburg. Long call and
posture of argentatus differed considerably from
those of cachinnans (figure 2) though we could not
detect any difference in posture between island and
inland gulls. Differences in acoustic parameters of
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FIGURE 1 Black-and-white pattern on outermost (p10) and second outermost primaries (p9) of Yellow-legged Gull
Larus cachinnans (1, Sivash population) and Herring Gull L argentatus (Il, coastal population St Petersburg; Ill, inland
population Teichu) in categories according to Goethe (1961). P10: all white (1), trace of black near tip (2), incomplete
black bar near tip (3), complete bar or black tip (4); p9: broad white band over both webs (1), white spot on both webs
(2), white spot on inner web only (3), no white spot present (4), thayeri pattern (5). Of each category, percentage is given

the long call between island and inland gulls are
not large. The most striking differences were ob-
served in long-call duration, element number, num-
ber of harmonic bands within an element and
amplitude modulation of elements.

Taxonomic status and origin

Yellow-legged Herring Gulls are now widely dis-
tributed and still spreading in the Baltic region
including Poland. Small separate groups occupy
coastal islands and settle inland. Unfortunately,
their taxonomic status and origin is uncertain due
to insufficient behavioural data. Cachinnans can
only be differentiated with certainty from yellow-
legged Herring Gulls if the long call and visual
display are documented. Biometric characters and
wing-tip pattern are ineffective for identification
because they overlap and show intraspecific varia-
tion. We very much doubt whether yellow-legged
Herring Gulls, which were found breeding in Po-
land, are Yellow-legged Gulls (Bukachinski et al
1989, Dubois et al 1990) and the wing-tip pattern

shown on plate 9 in Dubois et al (1990) is not
typical for cachinnans (cf Eigenhuis 1990, Chyla-
recki & Sikora 1991, Dubois & Stawarczyk 1991).
It more resembles the wing-tip pattern of gulls
dwelling in the Gulf of Finland. To conclude,
detailed comparative obhservations are needed for
the identification of certain gull populations.

Our investigations do not support the hypothesis
that yellow-legged Herring Gulls in the eastern
Baltic are a product of hybridization between
immigrant cachinnans and local argentatus. It was
Stegmann (1960) who rejected this supposition
after he had analysed the adult and juvenile pluma-
ges of both populations. Gulls from the Baltic
region and cachinnans differ in some biometric
characters and wing-tip pattern but the most strik-
ing differences were observed in the long call and
its visual display as markers of reproductive isolat-
ion. It seems unlikely that cachinnans originating
from southern areas could found a new population.
The more so, as a greater difference was detected in
vocal display signals between these populations
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than between gulls from the Baltic region and from
the North Sea (Mierauskas 1987) or Kol’skiy penin-
sula or White Sea (unpubl data). Differences in
biometry, wing-tip pattern and vocalizations be-
tween coastal populations from St Petersburg and
inland populations from Latvia showed that these
two populations, though geographically nearby,
might have a different origin.

We suggest that in the first half and in the middle
of the 20th century vellow-legged Herring Gulls
{according to some authors, omissus) which were
patchily distributed in bogs in Latvia, Estonia, the St
Petersburg region and Vitebsk district formed at
least a separate ecological group, if not a separate
subspecies. Subspecific status of the inland popu-
lation, in contrast to the coastal and insular popu-
lations in the Baltic Sea, is corroborated by the
difference in colour of the juveniles. Their ground
colour is pale grey with dark grey spots, without the
typical brownish tinge of the coastal populations
and of cachinnans. Around 1960 (Kumari 1978),
the insular Herring Gull population in the eastern
Baltic started to increase and invaded the inland
population of bogs and other inland waters, possi-
bly also triggered by shortage in the marine food
supply as the abundance of some fish species
decreased drastically in the Baltic Sea since the
early 1970s (Malchevski & Pukinski 1983, Hario
1990). When this expansion started, the number of
inland gulls began to decrease, and hybridization
occurred between the two forms. We suggest that
the present-day inland population of vellow-leg-
ged Herring Gulls represents an intermediate form
resulting from the secondary contact between the
coastal and inland forms. This seems to be support-
ed by the differences in biometric characters and
vocalizations. However, we refrain from giving the
inland population a subspecific status as [ a omis-
sus, partly because of the heterogeneity of this
population (contra Buturlin 1934, Stresemann &
Timofeeff-Ressovski 1947). Final conclusions can
only be reached if more comparative studies will be
carried out in the North Sea area, Scandinavia, the
Onega-Ladoga lake district and the White Sea. The
origin of the inland breeding yellow-legged Her-
ring Gulls remains uncertain but s, in our opinion,
not the result of hybridization between immigrant
Yellow-legged and coastal Herring Gulls.

Samenvatting

TAXONOMISCHE STATUS VAN GEFLPOTIGE ZILVERMITUWEN IN
QosTBALTISCHE GEBIED  Om enig licht te werpen op de
taxonomische status van geelpotige Zilvermeeuwen Larus
argentatus (sensu Cramp & Simmons 1983) in het Oost-
baltische gebied en op het mogelijke voorkomen van
Geelpootmeeuwen L cachinnans in dit gebied, werden

|
|

FIGURE 2 Long call and posture of Herring Larus ar-

gentatus (A, a), Lesser Black-backed L fuscus (B, b) and

Yellow-legged Gulls L cachinnans (C, ¢). Vertical co-

lumns give proportions of postures in display behaviour
typical for a species (Panov 1989)

kust- (St Petershurg, Rusland) en binnenlandpopulaties
(Teichu, Oost-Letland) onderzocht wat betreft maten,
vleugelpuntpatroon en bepaalde baltsgedragingen en
vergeleken met Geelpootmeeuwen van de ondersoort L
c cachinnansuithet Sivash-gebied, Zuid-Oekraine. Zowel
in maten (Mierauskas et al 1991) als vleugelpuntpatroon
(figuur 1) lijken de twee Baltische populaties meer op
elkaar dan op de Geelpootmeeuw hoewel deze kenmer-
ken een belangrijke mate van overlap vertonen. In be-
paalde aspecten van het baltsgedrag, met name de ‘long
call’, verschillen de Baltische vogels en de Geelpoot-
meeuwen uit de Oekraine echter veel duidelijker (figuur
2). Ook bleken er geen verschillen in morfologie (maten
en vleugelpunt) en roep tussen geelpolige en rozepolige
Zilvermeeuwen in het gebied bij St Petersburg.

Deze resultaten verwerpen de hypothese dat de
Oostbaltische geelpotige Zilvermeeuwen afkomstig zijn
van hybridisatie met of kolonisatie door Geelpoot-
meeuwen. De onderlinge kleine verschillen tussen de
vogels van de St Petersburg regio en Teichu lijken echter
wel te wijzen op een verschillende herkomst van deze
populaties. De auteurs veronderstellen dat de oorspron-
kelijke in het binnenland broedende geelpotige vogels
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(volgens sommige auteurs [ a omissus) vanaf 1960
langzaam zijn verdrongen door vogels van de sinds die
tijd uitbreidende kustpopulaties; de huidige binnenland-
populaties vormen een intermediaire hybride groep tus-
sen de oorspronkelijke binnenlandvogels en vogels van
de expanderende kustpopulaties.
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Birds in the CIS

Birds of steppes and deserts

The harsh environments of both steppes and deserts
limit the number of species found in these areas and
have selected for highly specific adaptations in
those birds that make these biotopes their home.
Many species which occur in the steppes and
deserts of Russia, Kazakhstan and other central
Asian states are not found in other habitats. In other
cases, steppes and deserts are inhabited by distinc-
tive subspecies which are sometimes considered as
separate species.

Steppes are only inhabited by ground breeders.
Southern Russia and northern Kazakhstan have
several endemic species like Sociable Plover Chet-
tusia gregaria and two lark species, Black Melano-
corypha yeltonensis and White-winged M leuco-
ptera, the latter being much less common. In the
deserts, one would naturally look for the endemic
Pander’s Ground Jay Podoces panderiwhich inha-
bits two separate areas. The main breeding grounds
are situated in the central part of the great Kara Kum

desert in Turkmenistan where it is fairly common.
The other area is the Sary Ishikotrau desert, south of
the huge Lake Balkhash in Kazakhstan. Here, the
species is much scarcer. )

Twa interesting sparrow species inhabit the deserts
of this area within the CIS. Desert Sparrow Passer
simplex is rare and usually found only at Repetek
NR in the Kara Kum desert. Saxaul Sparrow P
ammodendri is much more common in various
sand deserts in central Asia (cf Dutch Birding 12:5-
9, 1990). It usually nests in tree holes or under
building roofs whereas Desert Sparrow makes bulky
nests on saxaul trees.

Intotal, ¢ 40 species of birds can be called typical
of the steppes and deserts of Russia and the central
Asiatic republics. Many are found in nature reserv-
es created in these habitats at different times. The
main conservation problem is habitat destruction
by overgrazing and cutting of saxaul growths, inev-
itably leading to wind erosion and sand storms,
making these areas unsuitable for both birds and
humans.

Algirdas | Knystautas, Russian Nature Tours, 57 Fore Street, Kingsbridge, Devon TQQ7 1PG, UK

84 Pallas’s Sandgrouse Syrrhaptes paradoxus, Alma Ata region, Kazakhstan, April 1986 (Oleg Belialov & Algirdas
| Knystautas)
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85 Houbara Bustard Chlamydotis undulata, southern Uzbekistan, May 1988 (Algirdas | Knystautas)

86 Black-winged Pratincole Glareola nordmanni, Lenkoran region, Azerbaydzhan, May 1988
(Henrikas Sakalauskas)




Birds in the CIS

87 Rufous Bush Robin Cercotrichas galactotes, Repetek 88 Blue-cheeked Bee-eater Merops superciliosus, Sary
NR, Turkmenistan, June 1984 (Henrikas Sakalauskas) Ishikotrau desert, Kazakhstan, June 1986 (Oleg Belialov)

89 Rose-coloured Starlings Sturnus roseus, Chimkent region, Kazakhstan, June 1988 (Algirdas | Knystautas)




Birds in the CIS

90 Pander's Ground Jay Podoces panderi, Repetek NR, Turkmenistan, June 1984 (Henrikas Sakalauskas)

91 Desert Sparrow Passer simplex, Repetek NR, Turkmenistan, June 1984 (Henrikas Sakalauskas)




Mededelingen

Egyptian Plover in Poland in
October-November 1991

On 27 October 1991, an adult Egyptian Plover
Pluvianus aegyptiuswas discovered at the mouth of
the Vistula river, Gulf of Gdansk, Poland (54:22 N,
18:56 E). The bird could be observed by many
birders and stayed until 21 November 1991.

The bird showed a strong association with a 200
m long stretch of coast close to the water. [t avoided
the company of other birds such as gulls and other
waders. It foraged throughout the day in a typically
plover-like manner. The bird was not very shy and
flew only unwillingly. During cold mornings, the
Egyptian Plover was often seen crouching, cover-
ing its legs with feathers. Once, during stormy

weather, | found it hidden in a small hole scraped
out in the sand under a willow bush.

Egyptian Plover is not a highly migratory species,
breeding in river valleys of central Africa. Single
records of the species outside its breeding range are
known only from the Canary Islands, the Jordan
river valley and Lybia (Cramp & Simmons 1983,
Urban et al 1986). Therefore, natural vagrancy to
the Baltic seems improbable and the bird could
have escaped from a zoological garden or private
bird collection.
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92-93 Egyptian Plover Pluvianus aegyptius, mouth of Vistula river, Gulf of Gdansk, Poland, October 1991 (lan
Lontkowski)
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Mededelingen

Etymology of specific epithet ‘melba’

The etymology of the word ‘melba’ given by Lin-
naeus (1758) as specific epithet for the names
Fringilla Melba (= Melba Finch Pytilia melba) and
Hirundo Melba (= Alpine Swift Apus melba) has
remained unknown for many years, maybe already
since Linnaeus’ publication. Coomans de Ruiter et
al (1947) try to explain it from the South German
word ‘Melber’ (flour merchant) and Jobling (1991)
refers to Macleod (1954) and Albertus Magnus
(1478) who is said to give the name ‘melba’ as an
Old German name for a gull (the tenuous connec-
tion being that gulls are related to terns or ‘sea
swallows’ and swifts are long thought to be swal-
lows). The name ‘melba’, however, could not be
relocated in Albertus Magnus’s book, neither by
James A Jobling (in litt) nor by Joop Swaab.
However, ‘melba” might be a shortening of
‘melanoalba’ or ‘melalba’ (similar to ‘melaleuca’,
the name for some black-and-white Agaric mush-
room). The printer of Linnaeus’ book then, who was
not familiar with the somewhat playful ‘melba’
might have interpreted it as if it were a noun

(‘Melba’). It may still have been considered as such
when Hirundo was replaced by Apus and the
epithet was written in undercast.

Linnaeus was surely aware of the importance of
the colours black and white in the two species. His
descriptions are: ‘Melba. 10. Fringilla facie cauda-
que rubris, abdomine albo nigroque undato, dorso
viridi. Habitat in China (sic!)’, and ‘Melba. 8.
Hirundo fusca, gula abdomineque albis. Habitat ad
fretum Herculeum’,

We do have some hope that herewith the riddle
of ‘melba’ has been solved!
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Brieven

Atlantic Petrel in the Western
Palearctic

The Atlantic (or Schlegel’s or Hooded) Petrel Ptero-
droma incerta reported off Eilat, Israel, on 18 April
1989 by van der Schot (1989) is actually not the
second but the third report of this southern species
in the Palearctic. The first was killed at Zolinki,
Zips, then northern Hungary (now apparently Cze-
choslovakia), in 1870 and found its way into a local
collection of birds. It was acquired by ] von Mada-
rasz, Curator of the National Museum, Budapest,
Hungary, during the same year. It proved difficult to
identify and was first reported as a young Capped
Petrel P hasitata (Clarke 1884) which was only
corrected 26 years later (Godman 1910). It would
appear to have been forgotten during the subse-
quent political upheavals in the area which result-
ed in the loss of the Budapest bird collection during
World War Il.

In view of past difficulties with its identification,
which is still not adequately covered in books, it

100

seems regrettable that no details were given of the
next bird seen off Eilat on 31 May 1982 and other
exotic petrels reported there by Shirihai (1987). Itis
fortunate that van der Schot (1989) gave such a
good description of the third bird also seen off Eilat
on 19 April 1989. While several other gadfly petrels
of the large and variable genus Pterodroma may
appear brown with a white breast which has a sharp
anterior margin, notably Phoenix P alba, Tahiti
P rostrataand Magenta Petrels P magentae from the
Pacific, none is such a uniform bronze colour as
Atlantic Petrel, with such a distinctive, sharply
defined oval white patch on the belly, usually
merging with streaked flanks and undertail-coverts
in the other species.

| have already discussed the way in which such
petrels might come to wander long distances else-
where (Bourne 1967). Atlantic Petrel is primarily a
bird of the Indo-Atlantic sector of the Southern
Ocean, dispersing south in the local summer and
concentrating in the north to breed in the Tristan da
Cunha archipelago and on Gough Island during the

[Dutch Birding 14: 100-101, jurn 1992]



southern winter, when it probably lays about July
since | saw half-grown chicks in November. It is a
very powerful flier and seems unlikely to be dis-
placed by storms, as suggested by van der Schot
(1989), since there are still no records from the most
likely region, Australasia.

On the other hand, numbers of what seem likely
to be non-breeding young birds (which, in the case
of seabirds, normally reach the climax of their post-
juvenile dispersal when ¢ 1 year old) appear to
wander further north with the south-east trade-
winds into the South Atlantic during the southern
winter when one was seen near the equator off
Brazil in August 1984 (Bourne & Curtis 1985); three
more were collected at an inland reservoir to the
west over the following month (Texeira et al 1986).
Therefore, it seems not unlikely that they may
occasionally also wander into the Northern Hemi-
sphere.

There have also been past reports of Atlantic
Petrels moving north into the Indian Ocean (Bour-
ne 1960) where they seem even more likely to cross
the equator when the south-east trades extend
north off eastern Africa to form the south-west
monsoon over the Arabian Sea during the northern
summer. This is clearly another likely identification
for some of the white-breasted petrels reported off
the Chagos archipelago (Bourne 1971), and an
unidentified gadfly petrel reported between Cape
Comorin, India, and the Maldive Ridge at 8:10 N,
76:17 Eon 26 June 1985 (van den Berg et al 1991)
also seems most likely to have been Atlantic Petrel
rather than the other alternative suggested, Tahiti
Petrel, since its Indian Ocean representative, Mas-
carene Petrel P aterrima, is black. A number of
other southern seabirds, including the even more
southerly Kerguelen Petrel P brevirostris, have also
reached Somalia (Ash & Miskell 1983) and even the
Red Sea (Jennings 1985).

It is also notable that the Atlantic Petrels and the
more numerous Sooty Shearwaters Puffinus griseus
reported at Eilat by Shirihai (1987) occurred when
most birds are moving north in spring; Cory’s
Shearwaters Calonectris diomedea and a Jouanin's
Petrel Bulweria fallax, an Indian Ocean species
which appears to breed in Arabia in the late sum-

Brieven

mer and has reached Europe (a bird collected in
Italy on 2 November 1953; cf Bourne 1987, Editors
of Dutch Birding 1987, Zonfrillo 1988, but see
Gallagher 1989), occurred later in the year. This
suggests that they may also have been inexperien-
ced young birds making a displaced return migra-
tion when the Czechoslovakian Atlantic Petrel and
Italian Jouanin’s Petrel overshot to Europe along
their line of flight up the Red Sea.
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ICBP news

Conservation expeditions successes

A project to support a new type of nature reserve,
to be owned and run by the local community, was
amongst 13 teams that won awards in the BP-
sponsored ICBP/FFPS Conservation Expedition Com-
petition. The awards were presented by HRH Prin-
ce Bernhard of the Netherlands at a ceremony on
12 May 1992 at BP’s Britannic Tower in London,
UK. The competition is open to young Europeans
planning conservation expeditions to developing
countries. Four winning expeditions each received
GBP 3000.00 and eight runners-up received GBP
1000.00 each.

Project Rio Nambi, the project ta support the
establishment of a community nature reserve in the
Choco region of Colombia, was the winner of the
BFP Conservation Award. This award, worth GBP
7500.00 is made to one of last year’s winning
teams, based on the success of their expedition and
their proposal for follow-up work.

The Chocé region of South America stretches
south from the Panama border along the Pacific
watershed of the Andes into Ecuador. The forests in
this region support one of the greatest concentra-
tions of endemic organisms and are particularly
important for birds, frogs and plants. Set against
this, Colombia currently has a human population of
30 million and it is predicted to reach 35.5 million
by the year 2000. Deforestation is occurring rapid-
ly; it is estimated that 100 000 ha per year are lost
from south-western Colombia alone.

Last summer, the Colombia 1991 expedition,
one of the runners-up in the ICBP/FFPS Expedition
Competitionin 1991, surveyed the birds and small
mammals of two areas in the Colombian Chocé:
Rio Nambi and the Volcan Nevado de Chiles. The
enormous importance of Rio Nambi was confirm-
ed by the survey which recorded 31 endemic and
restricted-range bird species and four that are glo-
bally threatened like Plumbeous Hawk Leucopter-
nis plumbea, Toucan Barbet Semnornis ramphasti-
nus, Long-wattled Umbrellabird Cephalopterus pen-
duliger and Beautiful Jay Cyanolyca pulchra.

Following discussions with conservationists from
local groups, the Fundacion Los Colibres (The
Hummingbird Foundation) was formed. Funda-
cion Los Colibres is an organization involving
students, teachers, community leaders from the
local town of Altaquer and staff from the nearby La
Planada Nature Reserve. The aim of the group is to
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turn 10 000 ha of the Rio Nambi forest into South
America’s first community-owned and -managed
nature reserve. This is a totally new idea which
marks a departure from traditional protected area
management. Enthusiasm for the reserve locally is
enormous.

Mare than USD 20 000 has already been raised
to purchase the land. The money from the BP award
will go towards supporting a reserve warden and a
resident biologist, and building a research and
information centre, to include a classroom and a
rainforest display. The resident biologist will con-
duct research leading to the production of a mana-
gement plan for the area and, together with the
warden, will assist teachers from Altaquer develop
an environmental education programme for local
children and other visitors.

The Rio Nambi community nature reserve is a
revolutionary concept and it is vital that it gains
widespread support so that it can be taken as a
model for future protected areas. Its establishment
owes much to the Anglia Polytechnic team, led by
Paul Salaman, and it demonstrates how much can
be achieved by conservation expeditions.

Other expeditions that won awards in last year's
competition have also produced exciting results. A
team from the University of East Anglia that sur-
veyed Mount Loma in Sierra Leone report several
sightings of the very little-known threatened Rufous
Fishing Owl Scotopelia ussheri, with one team
member fortunate enough to see a bird fishing. A
team from the Dutch Wader Research Foundation
working in the Kizilirmak delta on the Black Sea
coast of Turkey have found the threatened Dalma-
tian Pelican Pelecanus crispus breeding. Though
this species is known to occur at the site, breeding
had not been recorded for several years. The team
also recorded several rarities which will be mentio-
ned in Recent WP reports in the next issue of Dutch
Birding.

A full list of this year’s competition winners is
given below. Although last year’s winners included
ateam from the Netherlands and two from Czecho-
slovakia, it is rather disappointing that this year’s
teams are all from the UK. Any young aspiring
Dutch conservationists and those from other Euro-
pean countries are strongly encouraged to apply for
next year's competition (closing date: 31 Decem-
ber 1992). Further details are available from the
address below.

|Dutch Birding 14: 102-103, juni 1992]



BP Conservation Award Project Rio Nambi (Anglia
Polytechnic).

1992 Competition Winners Nottingham Univer-
sity Bolivia Project 1992; The conservation of key
forests and their threatened birds on Sumba, Indo-
nesia (Manchester University); Cambridge Tanza-
nia Rainforest Project 1992 (Anglia Polytechnic);
Cambridge-Laos 92/93 (Cambridge University).

ICBP news

1992 Competition Runners-up Njule '92, Tanza-
nia (Oxford University); Trinidad 1992 (Imperial
College, London); Project Mermaid, Venezuela
(Newcastle University); Oxford University Mexico
Expedition; Project Canopy ‘92, Paraguay (Cam-
bridge University); Agroforestry in Madagascar
(Oakham School); Comoro Islands Butterfly Survey
(Oxford University); Amazon 1992, Colombia
(Universities of Cambridge and London).

Jonathan Eames, ICBP, 32 Cambridge Road, Girton, Cambridge CB3 0PJ, UK

4 The bird in last issue’s mystery photograph

is obviously a wader and its smallish head,
medium-length bill and relatively long green legs
enable us to identify this as one of the smaller
Tringa sandpipers of which five occur in the Wes-
tern Palearctic. The bird is reasonably slim with a
slightly thickened bill that decurves gently in the
distal third, a startling white eye-ring joining a short
pale superciliumonly presentin frontof the eye and
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Mystery photographs

94 Solitary Sandpiper Tringa solitaria, Manitoba, Canada, August 1991 (Colin Bradshaw)

stretching onto the forehead. All this contrasts with
afairly dark head and noticeably dark loral bar. The
upperparts are quite dark with small pale spots on
all the feathers but most noticeably on the tertials.
The underparts are white except for patches of dark
suffusion on the sides of the breast. Careful scrutiny
shows that the tail seems predominantly dark with
some white bands although this feature is difficult
to see.
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Mystery photographs

Of the five medium-sized Tringa sandpipers that
occur in the Western Palearctic, two can be imme-
diately excluded. Marsh Sandpiper T stagnatilis
would have both longer legs and bill than this bird
and does not show the dark upperparts with pale
spots. Lesser Yellowlegs T flavipes also has longer
legs which are yellow and again does not show
upperparts like this bird having much more varie-
gated upperpart plumage. Wood Sandpiper T glareola
is a slimmer, more delicate bird with a shorter bill
and proportionally longer legs than our mystery
bird. Like Lesser Yellowlegs, it has a very variegated
plumage with prominent dark and white markings,
obviously banded tertials and in all plumages shows
a prominent supercilium extending well past the
eye.

The bird is then either Green Sandpiper Tochropus
or the Nearctic Solitary Sandpiper T solitaria. The
photograph shows well the clinching field-mark of
the colour of the rump which is black in our bird,
as in Solitary Sandpiper, and white on Green Sand-
piper. In addition, the central rectrices of Solitary
Sandpiper are uniformly black whereas they are
banded in Green Sandpiper. There are other, less
obvious characteristics. The bill of Green Sandpi-
per is quite heavy and does not seem to droop, the
legs tend to look relatively shorter and, in general,
Green Sandpiper is a stockier bird than Solitary
Sandpiper. Green Sandpiper also usually has an
eye-ring less prominent than shown by this bird and
| have yet to see one with the ‘spectacled’ look
usually present on Solitary Sandpiper. This may be
because the supercilium of Green Sandpiper tends

Mystery photograph 47. Solution in next issue

to be broader and less clearly defined than in
Solitary Sandpiper. Though none of these features
are diagnostic, the combination would be suffi-
cient to identify this bird as Solitary Sandpiper,
even if the rump had not been visible.

Colin Bradshaw, 9 Tynemouth Place, North Shields, Tyne and Wear NE30 4BJ, UK

Asian-Pacific birds

Selangor International Bird Race

Steeds meer natuurbeschermingsorganisaties in
welvarende delen van Qostazié slagen erin om
door middel van bird races grote sommen geld te
verkrijgen waarmee natuurreservaten in stand
kunnen worden gehouden. Bird races (wedstrijden
waarin het erom gaat wie in een bepaald gebied en
aantal uren de meeste vogelsoorten ziet) vinden
ieder jaar plaats in Hongkong, Japan (de Birdathon
in de eerste week van november), Maleisie en
Singapore. De competities krijgen veel publiciteit
van dagbladen en televisie waardoor een groot
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aantal internationale bedrijven graag als sponsor
optreedt.

De inkomsten van de Selangor International Bird
Race worden gebruikt voor het onderhoud van het
in 1987 opgerichte, 240 ha grote Kuala Selangor
Nature Park dat aan de zuidkant van de Selangor-
monding ligt bij het stadje Kuala Selangor (bekend
om zijn zeevisrestaurants). De Maleise hoofdstad,
Kuala Lumpur, ligt hemelsbreed slechts 35 km naar
het zuidoosten, in een gebied dat wordt geken-
merkt door snelle industrialisatie en sterke econo-
mische groei. Het park is er dan ook niet alleen om
de vooral door houtskoolindustrie bedreigde
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mangrovebossen te beschermen maar ook om de
bevolking te stimuleren naar vogels te kijken en te
interesseren voor natuurbescherming.

Het idee voor de internationale Selangor-race
was afkomstig uit Hongkong waar een dergelijke
race nu jaarlijks c NLG 300 000 oplevert die via het
World Wide Fund For Naturedeels voor het inrich-
ten van het befaamde Mai Po-reservaat worden
gebruikt. De in 1940 opgerichte Malaysian Nature
Society had reeds ervaring met het organiseren van
de Fraser’s Hill Bird Race die ieder jaar in de eerste
week van juniin hetop 1300 m hoogte gelegen hill-
station wordt gehouden. De Selangor International
Bird Racevindt altijd plaats in oktoher omdat in die
maand zeldzame Palearctische trekvogels zijn te
verwachten. De deelnemende professionele teams
(in 1991 acht) worden elk gesponsord door een
bepaald bedrijf en bestaan uit vier personen. Alleen
soorten mogen worden geteld die door ten minste
drie leden van een team vanaf het startsein om
18:00 in 24 uur binnen de grenzen van de staat
Selangor zijn vastgesteld. Elke soort dient met
tijdstip en plaats te worden genoteerd op een
speciaal formulier. Een jury (Allen Jeyarajasingam,
Duncan Parr enfof David Wells) kan aan de hand
van die formulieren verkeerd gedetermineerde
soorten op het spoor komen. De race werd voor het
eerst in 1990 gehouden en toen gewonnen door het
Guiness Anchor-team van Dennis Yong. In 1991
was het Tioxide-team van Hugh Buck winnaar met
154 soorten. Behalve uit Maleisié kwamen de
deelnemers uit alle delen van de wereld, zoals
Australié, Hongkong, India, Japan (een team ge-
sponsord door de Wild Bird Society of Japan),
Thailand, VS en vier Europese landen. De interna-
tionale deelname had uiteraard gunstige gevolgen
voor de interesse van media en sponsors.

Het Kuala Selangor Nature Park biedt zowel
vogelkijkers als vogelfotografen veel mogelijkhe-
den. Er zijn vier observatiehutten die uitzicht bie-
den op een kunstmatig meertje met reigers, roofvo-
gels, steltlopers, vijf soorten ijsvogels en otters. Bij
de ingang van het park staan traditionele Maleise
paalwoningen waar men comfortabel voor NLG
10-20 de nacht kan doorbrengen. Niet alleen Krab-
etende Makaken Macaca fascicularis maar ook
groepen Mutslangoers Presbytis cristata laten zich
hier tijdens hun dagelijkse strooptocht langs de ge-
bouwen van dichtbij zien. ‘s Nachts kan men
deelnemen aan een tocht in sampans (roeiboten)
naar de beroemde fireflies of kelip-kelip. Deze in-
secten laten met miljoenen tegelijk in de bomen
langs de rivier een uniek schouwspel zien met hun
synchrone en ritmische knipperlichtjes. Er zijn in
het park goed begaanbare voetpaden van in totaal

Asian-Pacific birds

10 km lengte door secundair bos en langs de rand
van mangroven en begroeide kanalen. Door het
mangrovebos loopt een 300 m lange board-walk,
een plankenpad op palen, naar de uitgestrekte
moddervlakten langs de kust. Vanaf deze board-
walk heeft men, zonder zich door de modder te
hoeven sleuren, een goede kans om kleurrijke en
vaak moeilijk te vinden mangrovebewoners als de
Roodbuikmalkoha Rhopodytes sumatranus en de
Mangrovepitta Pitta megarhynchate zien. In najaar
en winter zijn hier op ooghoogte trekvogels te
bekijken als Noordse Boszangers Phylloscopus bo-
realis, Bruine Vliegenvangers Muscicapa dauurica
of een enkele Driekleurenvliegenvanger Ficedula
zanthopygia. Op bepaalde dagen in het najaar
trekken indrukwekkende groepen van 1000en
Maleise Wespendieven Pernis ptilorhynchus of
Zwarte Koekoekswouwen Aviceda leuphotes over
de kuststrook naar het zuiden.

In 1992 wordt de Selangor International Bird
Race op 17-18 oktober gehouden en, net als in
1991, is de Dutch Birding Association uitgenodigd
om met een afvaardiging vertegenwoordigd te zijn.
De Selangor-regering heeft de race dit jaar buiten-

FIGUUR 1 Kuala Selangor Nature Park (Cecilia A W
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gewone betekenis gegeven als het belangrijkste
eco-toerisme-project van het jaar. Hierdoor krijgt
de organisatie veel steun van een speciale rege-
ringscommissie en naar verwachting zal de minis-
ter-president het startschot lossen. Voor informatie
over de bird race kan men zich richten tot de
Malaysian Nature Society, Peti Surat 10750, 50723
Kuala Lumpur, Maleisié. Het postadres voor reser-
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veringen in het Kuala Selangor Nature Parkis Jalan
Klinik, 45000 Kuala Selan