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Dwerguilen bij Bakkeveen
in december 2005 en
bij Valkenswaard in februari 2008

Koert Scholten, Cor Kuipers, Joey Kuipers & Enno B Ebels

n december 2005 werd door één waarnemer een

Dwerguil Glaucidium passerinum vastgesteld bij Bakke-
veen, Friesland. In februari 2008 volgde een drukbezocht
exemplaar bij Valkenswaard, Noord-Brabant. Het betrof
het tweede en derde geval voor Nederland. In dit artikel
worden beide gedocumenteerd.

Bakkeveen, 10 december 2005

In de namiddag van 10 december 2005 besloot Koert
Scholten een wandeling met zijn honden te maken in het
‘Oude Bos’ bij Bakkeveen. Nadat hij langs een dobbe —
plaatselijk bekend als ‘Freulevijver’ — was gelopen nam
hij net iets ten westen daarvan een vrij smal pad in de
hoop Houtsnippen Scolopax rusticola te zien. Na
¢ 100 m het pad in te zijn gelopen merkte hij een groep
luid alarmerende mezen op. Hij vermoedde de aanwe-
zigheid van een roofvogel en keek rond met zijn kijker.
Opeens ontdekte hij net een meter onder de top van een
dode spar een opvallend kleine uil, niet veel groter dan

een Spreeuw Sturnus vulgaris. Hij zag met zijn verrekij-
ker dat de vogel erg actief was en daarom moest het een
dagactieve soort zijn, zoals Steenuil Athene noctua. Die
soort kon echter meteen worden uitgesloten vanwege
een aantal kenmerken. Zo draaide de uil zijn staart op-
vallend met pompende bewegingen, wat kenmerkend is
voor Dwerguil. Op dat moment wist KS al voor 90% ze-
ker dat het een Dwerguil was — maar wat te doen? Hij
had geen telefoon en fototoestel bij zich. Hij maakte snel
in zijn notitieboekje een aantal aantekeningen en een
schetsje (figuur 1); daarna besloot hij naar zijn auto terug
te rennen, zijn honden naar huis te brengen, zijn camera
en mobieltje op te halen, een zeer korte maar hem over-
tuigende blik in enkele vogelgidsen te werpen en snel
terug te fietsen naar de plek. Teruggekomen bij de plek
—om 16:00 — zat de uil niet meer in de dode spar... Wat
nu? KS besloot enkele fluittoontjes te produceren, lijkend
op een Goudvink Pyrrhula pyrrhula (de roep was hem
bekend van enkele waarnemingen in Duitsland), en nog

geen 10 s later kwam de uil aanvliegen en ging

even op minder dan 5 m afstand in een dichte
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spar zitten, driftig draaiend met zijn staart. Na
enkele seconden, te snel om de camera ook
maar uit de jaszak te halen, vloog de uil op ge-
ringe hoogte in oostelijke richting het bos in. De
vlucht was vrij snel en golvend, als van een
specht. Volledig overtuigd van de determinatie
realiseerde KS zich dat deze Dwerguil de eerste
of tweede voor Nederland was, dat veel voge-
laars de soort graag zouden willen zien en dat er
daarom enige 100en belangstellenden waren te
verwachten. Hij vroeg Rommert Cazemier dan
ook om de waarneming zo snel mogelijk via het
semafoonsysteem te melden en belde vervol-
gens de Dutch Birding-inspreeklijn. Vogellijn-
beheerder Klaas Haas reageerde vrijwel direct
om te overleggen hoe de ongetwijfeld grote hor-
de vogelaars in goede banen geleid moest wor-
den. Om 16:30 kwam David Hoekstra aan op de
waarnemingsplek, even later gevolgd door zijn
(vogelende) moeder. Door KS werden nog di-
verse fluittoontjes geproduceerd maar de uil liet
zich niet meer zien. Er zijn later die avond voor
zover bekend geen acties ondernomen, ook niet
met geluid. De volgende ochtend omstreeks

FIGUUR 1 Dwerguil / Eurasian Pygmy Owl
Glaucidium passerinum, Bakkeveen, Friesland,

Aok 10 december 2005 (Koert Scholten)

[Dutch Birding 30: 67-73, 2008]
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07:30 waren op een afgesproken punt c 270 vogelaars
aanwezig uit alle streken van Nederland. De rest van de
dag arriveerden nog meer mensen en in totaal waren er
die dag naar schatting bijna 400 vogelaars op zoek. Het
betekende mogelijk de grootste ‘dip” uit de Nederlandse
vogelgeschiedenis want de uil liet zich ondanks intensief
zoeken niet meer zien.

Beschrijving
De beschrijving is gebaseerd op veldnotities die KS di-
rect tijdens en na de waarneming maakte (figuur 1).

GROOTTE & BOUW Zeer kleine uil, ongeveer als Spreeuw of
iets groter.

KOP Bruin met witte spikkels, opvallendst direct boven wenk-
brauwstreep. Wenkbrauwstreep kort, boven oog wit, overgaand
in grijze streep langs snavel. Buitenzijde oog met enkele vage
witte ‘ringen’, gevormd door dwarsstreping.

BOVENDELEN Slechts heel kort gezien, bij tweede keer aan-
vliegen: donker grijsbruin met spaarzame witte spikkels.
ONDERDELEN Keel en kin bruin met witte vlekken. Borst en
buik wit met bruine lengtestrepen. Flank bruin.

VLEUGEL Donkerbruin met witte vlekjes (slechts kort gezien).
STAART Onderstaart bruin-wit gebandeerd. Donkerbruine ban-
den iets breder dan witte banden. Bovenstaart niet (goed) gezien.
NAAKTE DELEN Snavel vaal gelig. Iris geel. Poot niet gezien.
VLUCHT Sterk golvend (spechtachtig) en vrij snel. Vleugel kort
maar vrij puntig lijkend.

GEDRAG Steeds draaiend met staart, pompende bewegingen
makend.

Valkenswaard, 10-11 februari 2008

Op zondagmiddag 10 februari 2008 liepen Cor Kuipers
en Joey Kuipers (vader en zoon) op een bospad bij de
Budelse Baan in het Leenderbos ten zuiden van
Valkenswaard, enkele kilometers van hun woonplaats
Achel in Belgisch Limburg. Om c 15:15 werd hun aan-
dacht getrokken door luid piepende mezen. Nadat ze
deze hadden bekeken liepen ze weer verder. Na nog
geen 5 m riep JK ‘Wat is dat?” en wees naar een bolletje
zachte veren op nog geen 4 m afstand. Het was een uil-
tje dat hen met gele kraaloogjes aankeek vanaf een 3 m
hoge berkentak. De opwaaiende ‘oortjes’ deden hen in
eerste instantie aan een Dwergooruil Otus scops den-
ken. Ze namen gelijk een serie foto’s van dichtbij. Op
een gegeven moment vloog de uil 10-20 m verderop
wat naaldbomen in waar een groep foeragerende mezen
veel kabaal begon te maken. Met behulp van een vest-
zakgidsje determineerden ze de vogel nu als Dwerguil
en ze maakten nog enkele foto’s. Thuisgekomen plaatste
JK = na snelle raadpleging van meer literatuur en foto’s
op internet — drie van zijn foto’s met coérdinaten maar
zonder verder commentaar op www.waarneming.nl.
Pieter van Veelen was de eerste die achter zijn computer
thuis de foto’s zag en het belang van de waarneming
onderkende. Hij gaf de melding direct door op het sema-
foonsysteem van Dutch Bird Alerts. Het was toen 16:14.
Enkele 10-tallen vogelaars namen uiteindelijk de gok te
gaan rijden, hoewel exacte informatie over de plek en
waarnemingsomstandigheden nog ontbrak. Het heldere
weer betekende dat het nog relatief lang licht zou zijn,
waardoor de kansen werden vergroot. Het uur daarna
werd geleidelijk meer informatie bekend, waaronder de
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84 Dwerguil / Eurasian Pygmy Owl Glaucidium
passerinum, Valkenswaard, Noord-Brabant,
10 februari 2008 (Joey Kuipers)

vermoedelijke plek van waarneming. Om 17:00 waren
Rob Bouwman, Niels van Houtum, Frank Neijts en Hans
Vrolijk op de hen bekende plek van de waarneming.
Om 17:20 arriveerden Raymond Pahlplatz en een aantal
andere Limburgse vogelaars en om ¢ 17:30 voegde Enno
Ebels uit Utrecht zich bij hen, even later gevolgd door
Gert Ottens en Gerard Steinhaus. Zonder veel hoop op
een goede afloop liepen zij wat langs de bosrand heen
en weer, waarbij af en toe — zonder succes — een
Dwerguilgeluid werd afgedraaid. EE bekeek de foto’s
van de vogel op zijn mobiele telefoon en constateerde
dat de tak waarop hij had gezeten leek op die van de
bomen iets verderop in het halfopen veld. Om ¢ 17:50
zag hij net naast de stam van één van deze bomen een
‘bolletje’ zitten en met de kijker zag hij dat het raak was.
Een kort ‘Hier zit-ie’ was genoeg om de matte stemming
te doen omslaan; FN maakte snel enkele foto’s en ook
andere vogelaars die net aankwamen konden nu de uil
bekijken. Na 1-2 min dook hij naar de grond en ver-
dween uit beeld. Via druk telefoonverkeer werden de
nog onderweg zijnde vogelaars naar de plek geloodst.
Na c 10 spannende minuten vloog de uil weer op van
de grond en ging op enkele meters afstand van de tot
inmiddels ¢ 25 vogelaars gegroeide groep op een tak
zitten, met een muis als prooi. Hij liet zich in het afne-
mende daglicht fraai bekijken en vloog een paar keer
met de muis van boom naar boom. Om 18:10 verdween
hij met de muis in een hol in een berk en meteen daarna
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stak hij zijn kop naar buiten, enige tijd neerkijkend op
de vogelaars. Zonder muis verliet hij het hol en liet zich
nog even als silhouet bekijken voordat hij in het donker
in een den verdween. Op dat moment was hij door ¢ 40
vogelaars bekeken.

De volgende ochtend waren met het eerste licht vele
10-tallen vogelaars aanwezig. Nog voor zonsopgang
werd de Dwerguil teruggevonden, dicht bij de plek van
de vorige avond. De hele dag liet hij zich fraai bekijken
en fotograferen. Verschillende keren landde hij in bomen
langs het pad, pal boven de waarnemers. Regelmatig pro-
duceerde hij braakballen waarvan er ¢ 15 werden verza-
meld door onder anderen Arnoud van den Berg, Sander
Bot en Jorrit Vlot. Opnieuw ving hij een muis, die nu in
een ander hol werd gedeponeerd dan de vorige avond.
Daarnaast leek hij enkele malen te stoten op Goudhanen
Regulus regulus. Op basis van foto’s werden de prooien
van zondag en maandag als Rosse Woelmuis Clethrio-
nomys glareolus of mogelijk Aardmuis Microtus agrestis
gedetermineerd (via André van Loon in litt). Resultaten
van het eventuele uitpluizen van de verzamelde braak-
ballen zijn (nog) niet bekend. s Middags vanaf 14:00
rustte hij urenlang in een larix langs het pad, waarbij hij
nu en dan wat strekoefeningen verrichtte en een braakbal
uitspuwde, aandachtig bekeken door enkele 10-tallen be-
wonderaars. Ondanks het stilzitten toonde hij erg expres-
sief en kon afwisselend zowel een erg brede als een lang-
gerekte kop (‘uitgestreken gezicht') laten zien, wat ook op
foto’s werd vastgelegd (Arnoud van den Berg in litt). Om
16:50 verplaatste hij zich ¢ 10 m, bleef vanaf een hoge

tak boven het pad nog een uur om zich heen kijken, soms
wat gestrekt luisterend naar vogelgeluiden in hoge naald-
bomen, waar hij om 17:50 heen vloog. Terwijl het bijna
donker was, kwam hij weer omlaag om tussen dezelfde
loofbomen te jagen als de vorige avond. Op beide avon-
den kon niet met zekerheid geluid van de vogel worden
gehoord, ondanks intensief luisteren. De volgende dag
kon hij niet meer worden gevonden.

Beschrijving

De beschrijving is gebaseerd op foto’s van vele 10-tallen
fotografen (cf www.birdpix.nl, www.dutchbirding.nl,
www.waarneming.nl) gemaakt op 10 en 11 februari.

GROOTTE & BOUW Zeer kleine uil, ongeveer als Spreeuw of
iets groter. Staart in zit voorbij vleugelpunt stekend. Geen duide-
lijke oorpluimen maar soms iets opwaaiende ‘oortjes’ zichtbaar.
KOP Bruin met witte spikkels, opvallendst direct boven wenk-
brauwstreep. Wenkbrauwstreep kort, boven oog wit, overgaand
in grijze streep langs snavel. Buitenzijde oog met enkele vage
witte ‘ringen’, gevormd door dwarsstreping. Op achterkop twee
donkere ‘valse ogen’ in horizontale V-vorm met punten van V
naar elkaar toe; donkere ‘ogen’ aan bovenzijde en in mindere
mate aan onderzijde licht begrensd.

BOVENDELEN Donker grijsbruin met regelmatig verspreide
witte vlekjes.

ONDERDELEN Keel en kin bruin met witte vlekken. Borst en
buik wit metbrede bruine lengtestrepen. Flank bruin. Onderstaart-
dekveren vuilwit.

VLEUGEL Donkerbruin met witte vlekken. Handpennen met
witte dwarsbandering op regelmatige afstand. Op tertials twee
vage lichte dwarsbandjes zichtbaar. Onderzijde van handpennen

85 Dwerguil / Eurasian Pygmy Owl Glaucidium passerinum, Valkenswaard, Noord-Brabant, 11 februari 2008
(Michel Veldt)
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86 Dwerguil / Eurasian Pygmy Owl Glaucidium passerinum, Valkenswaard, Noord-Brabant, 11 februari 2008

(Monique Bogaerts) 87 Dwerguil / Eurasian Pygmy Owl Glaucidium passerinum, Valkenswaard, Noord-Brabant,

11 februari 2008 (Roy de Haas/Agami) 88 Dwerguil / Eurasian Pygmy Owl Claucidium passerinum, Valkenswaard,
Noord-Brabant, 11 februari 2008 (Jankees Schwiebbe)
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™

89-90 Dwerguil / Eurasian Pygmy Owl Claucidium passerinum, Valkenswaard, Noord-Brabant, 11 februari 2008

(Edwin Winkel) 91 Dwerguil / Eurasian Pygmy Owl Glaucidium passerinum, Valkenswaard, Noord-Brabant,

11 februari 2008 (Pieter van Veelen) 92 Dwerguil / Eurasian Pygmy Owl Glaucidium passerinum, Valkenswaard,
Noord-Brabant, 11 februari 2008 (Jankees Schwiebbe)

71



Dwerguilen bij Bakkeveen in december 2005 en bij Valkenswaard in februari 2008

lichtgrijs met ‘doorschijnende’ lichte bandering.

STAART Donkerbruin met smalle witte dwarsbanden. Onder-
staart bruin-wit gebandeerd.

NAAKTE DELEN Snavel bleekgeel. Geen zwelling rond neusgat.
Iris geel. Poot geel. Nagels zwart.

VLUCHT Sterk golvend (spechtachtig) en vrij snel.

GEDRAG Bij landen op tak staart schuin omhoog houdend en er
enkele keren mee wippend. Enkele malen prooi in boomholte
verstoppend. Niet schuw, tot op enkele meters te benaderen.
SLEET Toppen van buitenste handpennen en van staartpennen
met duidelijk zichtbare sleet.

Determinatie

Het kleine formaat, het ontbreken van oorpluimen, de
witte onderdelen met zware donkere streping en het
koppatroon duiden op een Dwerguil. Steenuil is groter,
heeft meer witte vlekking op de kop en bovendelen,
zwaarder getekende en daardoor donkerdere onderde-
len en een andere koptekening. Ruigpootuil Aegolius
funereus is duidelijk groter en heeft egalere en gewolkte
onderdelen en een sterk afwijkende koptekening met
witte oorstreek en wangstreek met donkere begrenzing.
Dwergooruil is ook groter, heeft duidelijke oorpluimen,
geen witte vlekking op de kop en donkerdere onderde-
len met fijne zwarte tekening (Kénig et al 1999, Svensson
et al 2002).

Dwerguil is de kleinste Europese uil en ongeveer zo
groot als een Spreeuw met een gewicht van 55-85 g. Het
geslacht Glaucidium bevat 29 andere soorten die voor-
komen in tropisch Afrika, Amerika en Zuid-Azié; Dwerg-
uil is de enige vertegenwoordiger van dit geslacht in
Europa en de rest van het Palearctische gebied (Konig et
al 1999). Voor het onderscheid met andere kleine uilen-
soorten die als ontsnapte vogel in Nederland zouden
kunnen voorkomen wordt verwezen naar Konig et al
(1999) en Ebels & Deinum (2007). Voor alle Amerikaanse
Glaucidium-soorten geldt dat de naakte huid rond de
twee neusgaten is opgezwollen, zodat duidelijk zicht-
bare bultjes ontstaan. Bij Dwerguil zijn deze ‘zwellin-
gen’ afwezig of in ieder geval minder sterk aanwezig.
Op de foto’s van de vogel van Valkenswaard is te zien
dat er geen ‘zwellingen’ aanwezig zijn rond de neus-
gaten. Een ander verschil is dat Amerikaanse soorten
tenen met borstelige bevedering hebben in plaats van
gewone bevedering.

Er zijn twee ondersoorten van Dwerguil beschreven
(Cramp 1985, Konig et al 1999). De nominaat G p pas-
serinum broedt in het grootste deel van het uitgestrekte
verspreidingsgebied. In het Verre Oosten (Oost-Siberié
en Sachalin, Rusland, en Noord-China) komt G p orien-
tale voor. Deze verschilt van de nominaat door het grij-
zere verenkleed met helderdere witte vlekken. Op basis
van hetbruine verenkleed van de vogel vanValkenswaard
is er geen aanleiding om aan iets anders dan de Europese
ondersoort te denken.

Leeftijdsbepaling is bij de vogel van Bakkeveen niet
mogelijk vanwege de beperkte documentatie. Bij de vo-
gel van Valkenswaard is ondanks het uitgebreide foto-
materiaal ook geen zekere leeftijdsbepaling mogelijk.
De zichtbare sleet aan de buitenste handpennen en
staartveren zou kunnen duiden op een eerstejaars (twee-
de-kalenderjaar) vogel (die deze veren nog niet ruit in
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het eerste levensjaar). Omdat de toppen van deze veren
het meest te lijden hebben van het jagen op de grond en
het in- en uitvliegen van holen geeft deze sleet echter
weinig zekerheid over de leeftijd van deze veren. Op
sommige foto’s van de gestrekte vleugel lijkt een ruicon-
trast aanwezig te zijn, maar dit kon niet met zekerheid
worden vastgesteld. Dwerguil ruit (evenals alle andere
uilen) geen slagpennen gedurende het eerste levensjaar
(wel kop- en lichaamsveren en overige vleugelveren);
een adult ruit compleet en heeft alle handpennen ver-
vangen voor de winter. De aanwezigheid van een rui-
contrast zou daarom opmerkelijk zijn (cf Cramp 1985).
Desalniettemin biedt het verenkleed een aantal aanwij-
zingen dat het mogelijk een eerstejaars betrof, bijvoor-
beeld de vorm van de vlekking op kruin, bovendelen en
tertials, de sterk naar bruin neigende kleur van de
bovendelen, de matig ontwikkelde ‘valse ogen’ op de
achterkop en de bruine (in plaats van zwartbruine) leng-
testreping op de onderdelen (Cramp 1985; Nils van
Duivendijk in litt).

Het voedsel van Dwerguil bestaat vooral uit kleine
knaagdieren en vogels tot het formaat van lijsters Turdus
(met een grotere omvang dan Dwerguil zelf!). Het op-
slaan van prooien in holen is een bekend verschijnsel bij
deze soort en duidt niet noodzakelijkerwijs op een ter-
ritorium (Glutz von Blotzheim et al 1980, Konig et al
1999). De prooikeuze en het gedrag van de vogel van
Valkenswaard stemmen hiermee overeen. Voor meer de-
tails over voedselkeuze en gedrag, zie Glutz von Blotz-
heim et al (1980), Cramp (1985) en Konig et al (1999).

Verspreiding en voorkomen

Dwerguil broedt in een brede gordel van (boreaal) spar-
renbos in Eurazié, van Scandinavié en Oost-Frankrijk
oostelijk tot Sachalin, Rusland. In de Balkan broedt de
soort tot in Noord-Griekenland. In Midden-Europa komt
hij vooral voor in oude naaldbossen en gemengde bos-
sen in het hoog- en middengebergte, zoals in de Alpen,
Beierse Woud, Bohemer Woud, Ertsgebergte, Fichtel-
gebergte, Harz, Jura, Thiiringer Woud, Vogezen (maar
daar waarschijnlijk verdwenen) en Zwarte Woud; het
eerste broedgeval voor Hongarije dateert van mei 2001
(Cramp 1985, Konig et al 1999, Dubois et al 2000,
cf Ebels & Deinum 2007). In Spanje komt de soort niet
als broedvogel voor. Berichten uit het verleden over het
voorkomen in de Franse Pyreneeén en in Aveyron
(Massif Central) berusten op misverstanden (Dubois et al
2000). In Duitsland is de laatste decennia sprake van
een gestage uitbreiding in noordwestelijke richting, wel-
licht geholpen door herintroductie in het Zwarte Woud
na de Tweede Wereldoorlog (zie Ebels & Deinum 2007
voor meer details). Vooral eerstejaars vogels die vanuit
deze gebieden uitzwermen kunnen als dwaalgast in om-
ringende landen voorkomen. De grootste afstand waar-
over geringde vogels zich hebben verplaatst bedraagt
¢ 300 km (Konig et al 1999). Dwaalgasten kunnen ook
afkomstig zijn uit Scandinavié waar, na een jaar met
zeer goede broedresultaten, een invasieachtige trek naar
het zuiden kan optreden, soms over enkele 100-en kilo-
meters (Mebs & Scherzinger 2004). Bij dergelijke inva-
sies worden af en toe exemplaren tot in Noord-
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Denemarken waargenomen (cf Ebels & Deinum 2007).
Van de in totaal enkele 10-tallen Deense gevallen be-
treft 70% eendagswaarnemingen en 10% vogels die
twee dagen aanwezig waren, terwijl slechts één op de
vijf exemplaren langer bleef, van drie dagen tot een
maand (cf www.netfugl.dk). 2003 is het enige
Scandinavische invasiejaar in de 21e eeuw tot nu toe
(met drie exemplaren in Denemarken in oktober 2003
(cf Ebels & Deinum 2007)). In 2005-06 en 2007-08 was
geen sprake van een Scandinavische invasie (deson-
danks werd in maart 2006 wel één exemplaar in
Denemarken waargenomen; www.netfugl.dk). Een her-
komst uit Duitsland ligt derhalve het meest voor de
hand.

De waarneming van Bakkeveen is aanvaard door de
Commissie Dwaalgasten Nederlandse Avifauna (CDNA;
van der Vliet et al 2007). De waarneming van Valkens-
waard betreft na aanvaarding het derde geval. Het eerste
geval voor Nederland betrof een vogel die op 4 oktober
2002 in Sumarreheide, Friesland (c 15 km van de waar-
nemingslocatie bij Bakkeveen), tegen een raam vloog en
versuft werd opgeraapt en gefotografeerd, om kort daar-
na weer weg te vliegen (Ebels & Deinum 2007).
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Summary

EURASIAN PYGMY OWLS NEAR BAKKEVEEN IN DECEMBER 2005 AND
NEAR VALKENSWAARD IN FEBRUARY 2008 In the afternoon of 10
December 2005, a Eurasian Pygmy Ow! Glaucidium passerinum
was observed by a single observer in a mixed forest near
Bakkeveen, Friesland, the Netherlands. The bird reacted to an
imitation of the call and was observed down to a few metres. It
was identified by the combination of very small size (compara-
ble with Common Starling Sturnus vulgaris), face pattern, brown
upperside with white spots, pale underparts, strongly streaked
brown, brown undertail with broad white bands, pale yellow
bill, yellow eyes and absence of ear-tufts. The flight was undu-

lating and, when perched, the bird made circular tail move-
ments. The next day, a group of almost 400 birders searched in
vain and this bird was not seen again. In the afternoon of 10
February 2008, two birders discovered an individual at Leender-
bos near Valkenswaard, Noord-Brabant, the Netherlands. Just
before dark, the bird was relocated and seen by c¢ 40 birders. The
next day, it was still present and seen by a few 100 birders. The
confiding bird could be observed and photographed from short
distances, near a clearing in mixed forest. It was easily identified
by the combination of small size, plumage details, including
‘false eyes’ on the back of the head, and behaviour. At least
twice, it caught a vole, storing it in small tree holes. On 11
February, c 15 pellets were produced and collected by birders.

The bird at Bakkeveen has been accepted by the Dutch rari-
ties committee (CDNA) as the second Eurasian Pygmy Owl for
the Netherlands. The bird at Valkenswaard represents the third (if
accepted). The first record concerned a bird picked up alive after
colliding with a window and released at Sumarreheide, Fries-
land, on 4 October 2002 (only ¢ 15 km from the site where the
bird in December 2005 was seen). Because there were no ap-
parent invasions into southern Scandinavia during these years,
the records most probably relate to young birds wandering from
the spreading and increasing German population. The only re-
cent invasion in Scandinavia — with three birds reaching north-
ern Denmark — was in autumn 2003.
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Vale Gierzwaluw op Vlieland

in oktober 2006

Nils van Duivendijk

Op vrijdag 20 oktober 2006 bevond ik mij in het ka-
der van het laatste Deception Tours-weekend van
dat jaar op Vlieland, Friesland. Het algemene beeld in
het veld was vrij rustig en ik wilde via de duinen naar
het dorp fietsen om alvast de noodzakelijke boodschap-
pen te doen, omdat de rust zomaar voorbij zou kunnen
zijn. Rond 14:00 zag ik boven de zeereep tussen
Duinkersoord en Lange Paal een late gierzwaluw Apus
vliegen. Direct gealarmeerd door bruinachtige boven-
zijde en de gevoelsmatig wat afwijkende manier van
vliegen voor een Gierzwaluw A apus belde ik Diederik
Kok die in de buurt was. Ook DK vond direct dat het er
spannend uitzag maar nadat een tweede gierzwaluw
zich aandiende, die op grote afstand geen verschil leek
te tonen met de eerste vogel en van nabij duidelijk een
gewone Gierzwaluw bleek, kwamen de gemoederen tot
bedaren. Pas nadat de eerste vogel zich alsnog beter aan
ons toonde werd duidelijk dat het werkelijk een serieu-
ze kandidaat Vale Gierzwaluw A pallidus was! Naast de
¢ 20 vogelaars die snel ter plaatse waren, bevorderden
vooral Bas van den Boogaard en Han Zevenhuizen met
hun digitale foto’s het determinatieproces en stelden zij
de noodzakelijke documentatie veilig. De Vale Gier-
zwaluw kreeg later op de middag soms gezelschap van
nog een Gierzwaluw. De drie vogels foerageerden voor-
al boven de zeereep tussen de Nieuwe Kooi en
Duinkersoord maar opvallend was dat vooral de Vale
Gierzwaluw zich soms door de harde zuidenwind ver
de Noordzee op liet drijven tot ongeveer ter hoogte van
de boeienlijn, soms in gezelschap van een van de
Gierzwaluwen. Later in de middag werden de vogels
niet meer gezien en kon ik alsnog ‘rustig’ boodschappen
gaan doen.

De volgende dag waren zowel de Vale Gierzwaluw
als de twee Gierzwaluwen nog op het eiland aanwezig
(beide Gierzwaluwen vlogen rond 11:30 de zee op in
de richting van Terschelling, Friesland, en werden daar-
na niet meer gezien). De Vale Gierzwaluw werd die dag
meer oostelijk op het eiland gezien dan de dag ervoor,
vaak tussen het Badhotel en de oostpunt. De vogel bleek
in grote cirkels over de oostelijke helft van het eiland te
vliegen en werd daardoor met tussenpozen waargeno-
men boven de zeereep van de oostpunt. Vermoedelijk
kwam hij ook boven het zeegat tussen Terschelling en
Vlieland want rond 10:05 werd door c 25 vogelaars een
vermoedelijke Vale Gierzwaluw waargenomen vanaf de
veerboot ter hoogte van zandplaat De Richel. Tegen de
schemering werd hij ongeveer 30 min waargenomen
heen en weer vliegend boven het strand bij het Badhotel.
Zondag werd hij niet meer waargenomen (van
Duivendijk & Kok 2006).
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Beschrijving

Onderstaande beschrijving is gebaseerd op aantekenin-
gen gemaakt in het veld en vooral op de avond na de
waarneming, en op foto’s van BvdB en HZ (cf Dutch
Birding 28: 398, plaat 574, 409, plaat 586-587, 2006,
29: 360, plaat 512-513, 2007).

GROOTTE & BOUW Formaat als Gierzwaluw waarmee directe
vergelijking mogelijk. Structuur subtiel anders met iets bredere
kop, dikker achterlijf, iets bredere handvleugel, soms indruk ge-
vend van iets stompere vleugelpunt (maar op andere momenten
niet anders dan bij Gierzwaluw) en kortere en minder diep ge-
vorkte staart.

KOP Onder goede omstandigheden gehele kop duidelijk licht
afstekend tegen donkere bovendelen en borst. Lichte keelvlek
groot maar erg diffuus begrensd. Oog opvallend en geaccentu-
eerd door donker masker (vermoedelijk mede veroorzaakt door
schaduweffect door diepliggend oog). Voorhoofd en delen ach-
ter en onder oogmasker lichter.

BOVENDELEN Donker bruingrijs tot donkerbruin, sterk varié-
rend met lichtomstandigheden. Onder goede lichtomstandighe-
den stuit duidelijk lichter en contrasterend met donkere mantel/
rug (zadel).

ONDERDELEN Borst en buik donker met moeilijk waarneem-
bare fijne lichte veertoppen/-randen. Onder goede omstandig-
heden (dichtbij en licht mee) duidelijk lichtere basis van li-
chaamsveren, licht mozaiek- of ruitpatroon vormend. Anaalstreek
en onderstaartdekveren onder goede omstandigheden opval-
lend lichter dan bij Gierzwaluw, vaag hoefijzervormig oplopend
langs achterflank.

VLEUGEL Bovenvleugel met contrast vooral tussen lichtere
dekveren en donkere armpennen en handpennen. Zeer donkere
buitenste handpennen donkere wig vormend. Ondervleugel re-
latief contrastrijk met lichte onderzijde van armpennen en hand-
pennen met uitzondering van buitenste. Lichte grote en mid-
delste ondervleugeldekveren contrasterend met donkere kleine
dekveren waardoor ondervleugel als geheel licht met smalle
donkere voorrand.

STAART Onder goede omstandigheden binnenvlag van staart-
pennen opvallend lichter bruin dan bij Gierzwaluw, doorschij-
nend tegen lichte achtergrond. Op goede foto’s zeer kleine af-
standen tussen buitenste twee staartpennen t4 en t5 (t6 ontbreekt
bij Apus) zichtbaar, waardoor staart korter en compacter dan bij
Gierzwaluw.

NAAKTE DELEN Voor zover zichtbaar op foto’s donker.
GELUID Niet gehoord

GEDRAG Vlucht vaak met iets tragere en diepere vleugelslagen
dan bij Gierzwaluw (meer als Boerenzwaluw Hirundo rustica of
stern Sterna). Tijdens zweefvlucht vleugels tot iets onder lichaam
gehouden.

Leeftijdsbhepaling

De vogel kon vrij eenvoudig gedetermineerd worden als
juveniel of eerstejaars aan de hand van het verse en uni-
forme kleed met duidelijk lichte randen aan dekveren,
stuitveren en bovenstaartdekveren. De meeste adulten
ruien gedeeltelijk (onder meer enkele handpennen) in
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93-94 Vale Gierzwaluw / Pallid Swift Apus pallidus, eerstejaars, Vlieland, Friesland, 20 oktober 2006 (Bas van den
Boogaard). Let op contrast tussen donkere kleine dekveren en lichte middelste en grote dekveren, nauwelijks aan-
wezig lengteverschil tussen buitenste twee staartpennen (t4 en t5), lichte binnenvlag van staartpennen en lichtere
anaalstreek, onderstaartdekveren en kop. 95 Vale Gierzwaluw / Pallid Swift Apus pallidus, eerstejaars, Vlieland,
Friesland, 20 oktober 2006 (Han Zevenhuizen). Lichte bases van borst- en buikveren vormen ruitpatroon. 96 Vale
Gierzwaluw / Pallid Swift Apus pallidus, eerstejaars, Vlieland, Friesland, 20 oktober 2006 (Han Zevenhuizen). Let op
contrast tussen iets donkerdere ‘zadel’ en lichtere kop en stuit. Alle handpennen en dekveren vers en van één gene-
ratie, duidend op eerstejaars.

de zomer en onderbreken de rui tijdens de trek om die
te completeren in de wintergebieden; deze vogels heb-
ben in het najaar dus-een ruigrens in de handvleugel
met nog gedeeltelijk oude en gesleten veren. Sommige
adulten ruien vermoedelijk pas in de wintergebieden en
zullen laat in het najaar aanzienlijk meer gesleten zijn
dan eerstejaars vogels, zonder de duidelijke lichte ran-
den aan dekveren, stuitveren en bovenstaartdekveren
van de vogel van Vlieland.

Determinatie

Hoewel de vogel vanaf het begin een ‘spannende in-
druk’” maakte was de determinatie ondanks de vaak re-
delijke omstandigheden niet eenvoudig en als hij zich
na het eerste half uur niet meer had laten zien (waar het

even naar uitzag) zou het geval ongetwijfeld in de bak
‘wishful thinking’ zijn beland. De vrijwel steeds zicht-
bare structurele verschillen met de aanwezige Gier-
zwaluw vormden een weliswaar belangrijke indicator
maar vrijwel al deze kenmerken blijven hangen in ter-
men als ‘subtiel’ en ‘jizz’. Het enige goed bruikbare
structurele kenmerk is de vrijwel gelijke lengte van t4 en
t5 waardoor er geen lengteverschil zit tussen de toppen
van deze twee pennen, wat op sommige foto’s duidelijk
zichtbaar is (cf Chantler 1993, Chantler & Driessens
2000). Bij Gierzwaluw (met uitzondering van sommige
juveniele exemplaren) is t5 duidelijk langer dan t4. Het
verschil in de lengte en positie van de handpentoppen
(p8-10) zorgt er voor dat Vale Gierzwaluw een iets
‘stompere’ (maar nog steeds zeer spitse) vleugelpunt

75



Vale Gierzwaluw op Vlieland in oktober 2006

97 Vale Gierzwaluw / Pallid Swift Apus pallidus, eerste-
jaars, Vlieland, Friesland, 20 oktober 2006
(Han Zevenhuizen)

heeft maar de bruikbaarheid van dit kenmerk voor een
zekere determinatie is discutabel.

Het was opvallend hoe het uiterlijk varieerde met de
lichtomstandigheden. Bij een waterig zonnetje en licht
mee was de vogel koffie-met-melkkleurig en ‘bont gete-
kend’ met opvallende contrasten in zowel boven- als
ondervleugel, lichte kop, stuit, staart en onderstaartdek-
veren. Bij zware bewolking leek het bruin vrijwel geheel
verdwenen en was de vogel op de lichtere delen eerder
grijsachtig dan bruin, op enige afstand viel alle kleur en
contrast weg. De volgende kleedkenmerken passen (ze-
ker in combinatie) alleen op Vale Gierzwaluw en sluiten
Gierzwaluw, ook exemplaren van de iets blekere ooste-
lijke ondersoort A a pekinensis, uit (cf Chantler 1990,
1993, Morgan 1990, Duquet & Frémont 1995, Lewington
1999, Chantler & Driessens 2000). Er dient te worden
opgemerkt dat deze kenmerken alleen zichtbaar waren
bij langdurige waarneming op korte afstand en zonder
tegenlicht. 7 Algemeen lichter gekleurd dan Gierzwaluw,
bij zonlicht bruin tot zelfs licht grijsbruin, bij zware be-
wolking donker (bruin)grijs; 2 lichte ondervleugel, lich-
ter dan bij Gierzwaluw met zowel lichte grote als mid-
delste dekveren (kleine dekveren donker); bij Gierzwaluw
zijn alleen de grote dekveren op de ondervleugel lichter
(middelste en kleine dekveren donker); 3 staartpennen
(binnenvlag) duidelijk lichter en bruiner dan bij
Gierzwaluw; 4 stuit, onderstaartdekveren en anaalstreek
lichter dan aangrenzende delen en met duidelijk schub-
patroon; 5 kop als geheel licht en afstekend tegen don-
kere mantel en borst; 6 grote lichte keelvlek, diffuus
doorlopend op wang en voorhoofd; 7 lichte basis van
buik- en borstveren, ruitpatroon vormend (bij juveniele
Gierzwaluw is alleen sprake van lichte schubben door
lichte veertoppen/-randen); 8 donker masker opvallend
in vrij lichte kop; en 9 licht paneel op grote en middelste
dekveren van bovenvleugel. De zichtbaarheid hiervan
was niet alleen afhankelijk van de lichtomstandigheden
maar ook van de kijkhoek.
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98 Vale Gierzwaluw / Pallid Swift Apus pallidus, eerste-
jaars, Vlieland, Friesland, 20 oktober 2006
(Bas van den Boogaard)

Herkomst en ondersoort

Dit geval vormde het begin van een week met opvallend
veel waarnemingen van Gierzwaluwen laat in het herfst-
seizoen, iets wat ook in eerdere jaren met enige regel-
maat is vastgesteld. Dit plotselinge optreden van
Gierzwaluwen eind oktober kan het beste benoemd
worden als noordwaarts gerichte dispersie. De vooraf-
gaande periode in oktober 2006 werd gekenmerkt door
aanhoudende winden uit zuidelijke richting waardoor
het voor vogels uit zuidelijke streken relatief makkelijk
was naar West-Europa (terug) te komen. De Vale
Gierzwaluw kan goed met deze late Gierzwaluwen zijn
meegekomen want Vale Gierzwaluw trekt later uit de
broedgebieden weg en overwintert noordelijker dan
Gierzwaluw. Het exemplaar van Vlieland was niet op-
vallend bleek wat in de richting van de ondersoort A p
brehmorum van het westelijke Middellandse Zee-ge-
bied en de Canarische Eilanden wijst. De kleur alleen is
echter onvoldoende voor een subspecifieke identificatie
en het onderscheid tussen A p brehmorum en de even-
eens donkerdere ondersoort A p illyricus van de
Adriatische kust is eigenlijk alleen in de hand mogelijk
(de eerste Vale Gierzwaluw voor Denemarken is als A p
illyricus gedetermineerd; cf Thorup 2001).

Voorkomen in Noordwest-Europa

In alle landen rondom Nederland is Vale Gierzwaluw
inmiddels vastgesteld met een duidelijke piek rond eind
oktober en begin november. In Europa zijn buiten de
reguliere (broed)gebieden gevallen bekend uit bijvoor-
beeld Belgié, Brittannié, Denemarken, Duitsland, ler-
land, Finland, Hongarije en Zweden. De noordelijkste
broedgebieden liggen tegenwoordig in Zwitserland
(Lardelli & Lardelli 1987). Ten noorden van de Alpen is
de soort (ook) in Zwitserland een dwaalgast (cf Jenni &
Winkler 1995). In Brittannié zijn tot en met 2006 64
exemplaren aanvaard, waaronder twee exemplaren die
in de hand konden worden bestudeerd: een dood exem-
plaar op 26 oktober 1996 op North Ronaldsay, Orkney,



Schotland, en een exemplaar dat op 5 november 1999
levend werd opgeraapt te Sheringham, Norfolk,
Engeland, en na te zijn geringd op 15 november weer
werd losgelaten (Preston 1999, McGowan 2002, Fraser
et al 2007, Fraser & Rarities Committee 2007). Uit
Brittannié zijn ook enkele vroege voorjaars- en zomer-
waarnemingen bekend. Vooral in het najaar van 2005
was er een influx in Brittanni€, Denemarken, Duitsland
en Scandinavié terwijl er in 2006 juist slechts een enkel
exemplaar elders in Noordwest-Europa werd vastge-
steld.

Opmerkelijk is dat in zowel Brittannié als Duitsland
relatief veel meldingen aanvaard zijn waarbij de vogel(s)
niet op video of foto zijn vastgelegd, iets wat in Neder-
land vrijwel ondenkbaar zou zijn, mede op basis van
recente voorbeelden in bijvoorbeeld Belgié en Dene-
marken van foutieve determinaties bij (goed) gefotogra-
feerde exemplaren. Vanwege de complexe determinatie-
problematiek wordt in Brittannié waarschijnlijk een
aantal gevallen herzien, vooral wanneer geen fotografi-
sche documentatie aanwezig is (Fraser et al 2007).

De waarneming op Vlieland is aanvaard door de
Commissie Dwaalgasten Nederlandse Avifauna (CDNA)
en betreft het eerste geval voor Nederland (van der Vliet
et al 2007). Eerdere meldingen waren onvoldoende ge-
documenteerd voor aanvaarding. Een waarneming bij
de Nolle bij Vlissingen, Zeeland, op 25 oktober 2006,
waarvan videobeelden zijn te zien op Plomp et al
(2007), is niet aanvaard door de CDNA.
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Summary

PALLID SWIFT ON VLIELAND IN OCTOBER 2006 On 20-21 October
2006, a Pallid Swift Apus pallidus was present on Vlieland,
Friesland, the Netherlands. It was seen by c 20 birders staying on
the island on the first day and successfully twitched by ¢ 60
birders on the second day, when it flew in large circles along the
coast and over the sea. On the first day, it was often seen with
one or two Common Swifts A apus, allowing direct comparison
of shape, plumage and flight actions. It was aged as a first-year
and identified on basis of tail shape (t4 and t5 of almost equal

Vale Gierzwaluw op Vlieland in oktober 2006

length) and the following plumage characters: 7 overall paler
plumage than Common; 2 paler underwing with pale greater
and median coverts (median are dark in Common); 3 tail-
feathers paler and browner on inner web than in Common;
4 rump, vent and undertail-coverts paler and more scaly than in
Common; 5 contrastingly paler head; 6 large pale throat patch,
gradually extending to ear-coverts and forehead; 7 pale bases of
belly- and breast-feathers, forming pattern of crosshatching;
8 dark eye-mask being conspicuous in rather pale head; and
9 pale panel on greater and median coverts on upperwing. This
is the first record for the Netherlands. Several reports in previous
years were not as well photographed as this bird and, as a con-
sequence, not accepted by the Dutch rarities committee.
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Occurrence and identification of
‘isabelline shrikes’ in the Netherlands
in 1985-2006 and records in Europe

Jan van der Laan & CDNA

In the Netherlands, two taxa of the ‘isabelline shrike
complex’ have been recorded. Between 1977 and
1997, this complex was considered to consist of a single
polytypic species, Lanius isabellinus. Before 1977, it was
usually considered conspecific with Red-backed Shrike
L collurio and Brown Shrike L cristatus (cf Voous 1977).
In 1998, the Dutch committee on avian systematics
(CSNA) decided to treat the three taxa of the isabelline
shrike complex as specifically distinct, based on qualita-
tive differences in morphology, analysis of their contact
zone and vocalizations (Sangster et al 1998): Turkestan
Shrike L phoenicuroides (hereafter phoenicuroides),
Daurian Shrike L isabellinus (hereafter isabellinus) and
Chinese Shrike L arenarius (hereafter arenarius). Until
2000, Daurian Shrike was known erroneously as L spe-
culigerus and Chinese Shrike as L isabellinus (Dutch
Birding 22: 362, 2000, van den Berg & Bosman 1999,
2001). For information on breeding grounds, migration
and wintering areas of the three taxa, see Worfolk
(2000). Phoenicuroides occurs in two colour morphs,
the grey ‘karelini” morph and the rufous ‘phoenicuroides’
morph. In Kazakhstan, where phoenicuroides is a wide-
spread breeding bird, the ‘karelini” morph dominates in
the lowlands north and west of Lake Balkash (where the
distribution meets that of Red-backed Shrike L collurio),
whereas the ‘phoenicuroides’ morph dominates in the
mountains south and east of Lake Balkash (Wassink &
Oreel 2007, Arend Wassink in litt).

Following this decision and the publication discuss-
ing the identification of ‘red-backed, isabelline and
brown shrikes’ (Worfolk 2000), the Dutch rarities com-
mittee (CDNA) decided to review all records of ‘isabel-
line shrikes’. This paper describes the 10 records up to
and including 2006 in detail and summarizes the deci-
sions of the CDNA, which are mainly based on the iden-
tification criteria set out in Worfolk (2000). The general
identification as ‘isabelline shrike’ of these 10 birds is
considered straightforward and the discussions therefore
focus on the identification to species level. The report of
a presumed adult male Turkestan Shrike photographed
at Oostvaardersplassen, Flevoland, on 26 July 2007
(cf Dutch Birding 29: 337, plate 486, 2007) is still under
consideration and therefore not discussed in this paper.
It should be emphasized that, when new insights in the
identification of ‘isabelline shrikes’ may emerge, records
could be reviewed again accordingly.

Below, the records in the Netherlands are discussed in
chronological order. In addition, an overview is present-
ed of all records elsewhere in central and western Europe,
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involving both isabellinus and phoenicuroides, as well as
many birds not (yet) accepted to species level (appendix
1). The status of arenarius in the Western Palearctic is un-
clear, with several birds showing (some) characters of this
species having been reported in Iraq (Cramp & Perrins
1993) and Syria (Hofland et al 2005), as well as one or
two in Europe, in Italy (see appendix 1). Several rarities
committees of the countries involved have not (yet) con-
sidered records to species level or treat the three taxa as
belonging to one polytypic species. Also, the criteria ap-
plied by different committees for ageing, sexing and ac-
cepting birds to species level may differ and the list of
European records therefore also reflects the different
treatments of ‘isabelline shrikes’ by these committees.

Records in the Netherlands

18-19 October 1985, Schorrenweg, Texel,
Noord-Holland

On 18-19 October 1985, Paul Wouters observed and
photographed a shrike which he believed was a pale
Red-backed Shrike perched on a pile of reeds for an
hour at a range of 8-15 m at Schorrenweg, Texel.
10 years later, he examined the photographs and re-
identified the bird as ‘isabelline shrike’ and the sighting
was submitted to the CDNA. A full account of this record
was published in Wouters (1996).

Description

The description here is based on three published photo-
graphs (cf Dutch Birding 18: 131-133, plate 134-136,
1996) and two additional photographs by PW submitted
to the CDNA.

SIZE & STRUCTURE Typically shrike-like, with large head, long
tail and strong bill, hooked at tip. Primary projection ¢ 80% of
tertial length.

HEAD Upperhead sandy grey-brown; ear-patch blackish-brown
behind eye with small blackish brown line between nostril and
eye. Lore greyish. Suggestion of short pale grey eye-stripe above
ear-patch. Chin and throat whitish; cheek on two photographs
with buffish hue, whitish on third photograph.

UPPERPARTS Pale sandy grey-brown; rump and uppertail-
coverts rufous brown.

UNDERPARTS Breast and belly whitish with orange hue at
lower side of belly. Undertail-coverts whitish. Side of breast and
flank with blackish chevrons.

WING Upperwing sandy grey-brown like upperparts. Median cov-
erts with dark centre and buffish tip; greater coverts greyish-brown
with black subterminal line and whitish tip; primaries, secondaries
and tertials a shade darker sandy grey-brown, with pale tip.

[Dutch Birding 30: 78-92, 2008]



99-100 ‘Isabelline shrike’ / ‘izabelklauwier’ Lanius isabellinus/phoenicuroides, first-winter, Schorrenweg, Texel,

Noord-Holland, Netherlands, 18 October 1985 (Paul Wouters) 101 Daurian Shrike / Daurische Klauwier Lanius isa-

bellinus, adult, De Cocksdorp, Texel, Noord-Holland, Netherlands, 4 May 1995 (Rob Bouwman) 102 Daurian

Shrike / Daurische Klauwier Lanius isabellinus, first-winter, Lauwersoog, Friesland, Netherlands, 11 December 1996
(Sander Lagerveld)

TAIL Uppertail rufous-brown, darkest at tip.

BARE PARTS Bill pale pinkish at base, getting darker towards
black tip; leg blackish, eye black.

SOUND Not heard.

Identification

The bird was aged as a first-winter on the basis of the
dark subterminal markings and whitish edges on the me-
dian and greater coverts. The uniform sandy grey-brown
upperparts, lack of a clear supercilium and, on some
photographs, buffish-orange hue on the cheeks point to-
wards isabellinus. However, the blackish subterminal
markings on the greater coverts and flanks as well as the
slight indication of markings on the forehead are prob-
ably better for phoenicuroides. The CDNA could not
agree on its identification, with one vote in favour of isa-
bellinus and seven of isabellinus/phoenicuroides. There-
fore, it was accepted as isabellinus/phoenicuroides.

21 October 1993, De Hooge Berg, Texel,
Noord-Holland

On 21 October 1993 at c 16:45, Marcel Capello and
Wilfred Mahu discovered an ‘isabelline shrike’ near De
Hooge Berg, on the central part of Texel. It was seen by
¢ 20 other birders until ¢ 17:50 and was photographed
in the last hour of daylight. The next day it could not be
relocated. A full account of this record was published in
Capello et al (1994).

Description

The following description is a translation from the origi-
nal version by Capello et al (1994); it is mainly based on
field notes by Enno Ebels, Koert Scholten and Vincent
van der Spek, a field sketch by Bram Rijksen (Dutch
Birding 16: 227, figure 1, 1994) and photographs by
Carl Derks (cf Dutch Birding 15: 285, plate 210, 1993).
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Occurrence and identification of “isabelline shrikes’

SIZE & STRUCTURE Typically shrike-like, about size of Com-
mon Starling Sturnus vulgaris (although no direct comparison
possible), with much longer tail, large head, rounded body, large
dark eye, and short strong bill with small hook at upper man-
dible. Overall impression pale grey-brown, like washed-out
Red-backed Shrike, colour of head and upperparts reminiscent
of female House Sparrow Passer domesticus. Tail-end rounded,
especially visible in flight. Wing looking short in flight; primary
projection ¢ 100% of longest tertial. Bill short and thick, with
high base.

HEAD Pale grey-brown (like upperparts), possibly somewhat
darker on crown. Very vague brown-grey scaly markings on
greyer forehead and possibly on side of crown. Crown and neck
unmarked. Ear-patch darker brown compared with rest of head,
darkest behind eye, forming vague ‘mask’. Small dark marking
under eye becoming vague towards pale lore. Short supercilium
off-white, starting just before and ending just behind eye at end
of mask.

UPPERPARTS Mantle, scapulars and back pale grey-brown, un-
marked, without scales, spots or edges. Rump reddish-brown
like tail; exact border between back and rump not observed.
UNDERPARTS Chin, throat, breast, belly and undertail-coverts
white to off-white; lower flank strikingly orange or rufous. On
flank, some very vague scales visible (half-moon shaped), with
convex side towards tail (coloured orange-brown when seen at
closer range; Wilfred Mahu in litt). Remainder of underparts un-
marked.

WING Mostly brown, darker than upperparts (although not
blackish or dark-brown), with paler edges on coverts and
remiges, giving more pied expression than upperparts. Tertials
looking darkest, brown with pale edges. Exact wing-pattern not
observed.

TAIL Uppertail warm rufous-brown, most conspicuous in flight,
contrasting with colder and paler colours of upperparts. Under-
tail rufous to rufous-orange, paler than uppertail; central tail-
feathers darker rufous or orange-red.

BARE PARTS Eye large and dark, contrasting with pale face. Bill
flesh coloured to yellowish-pink at base, dark-grey or grey-
brown at tip. Leg black.

BEHAVIOUR Typically shrike-like, perched on vantage points,
like pile of manure, barbed wire, poles and small dikes. For con-
siderable time perched in small bush. Once seen flying from
pole into grass of nearby meadow and returning to same pole
(not visible if prey was obtained). Also once seen choking at pile
of manure (but not seen with certainty if pellet was produced).
Flight direct in straight line and low above ground.

SOUND Not heard.

Identification

The bird was aged as a first-winter on the basis of the
broad pale edges to the wing-coverts. All photographs
are out of focus (a shutter time of 2 sec was needed) and
do not show any clear features to distinguish between
isabellinus and phoenicuroides. However, the uniform
sandy upperparts and underparts — as described by the
observers — reminiscent of a female House Sparrow give
a slight suggestion towards isabellinus but the presence
of a pale supercilium is probably better for phoeni-
curoides. Therefore, the CDNA could not agree on its
specific identification, with one vote in favour of isabel-
linus and seven of isabellinus/phoenicuroides, and it
was accepted as isabellinus/phoenicuroides.

4 May 1995, De Cocksdorp, Texel, Noord-Holland

On 4 May 1995, an adult ‘isabelline shrike’ was dis-
covered independently by Herman van Oosten at 10:45
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and by Arend Wassink at 13:00 on the northern tip of
Texel. It was well observed until ¢ 19:30 by c 40 observ-
ers and photographs were taken by Rob Bouwman,
Sander Lagerveld and Ferry Ossendorp. The next day it
could not be relocated. A full account of this record was
published in Wassink (1996).

Description

The following description is translated from Wassink
(1996); it is based on field notes by AW, a field sketch by
Dirk Moerbeek and photographs by RB and SL (cf Dutch
Birding 18: 130, plate 133, 1996).

SIZE & STRUCTURE Although direct comparison with Red-
backed Shrike not possible, bird seemingly larger with some-
what thicker head, relatively longer tail and larger bill. General
impression of sandy-coloured shrike with orange-brown tail. At
distance reminiscent of female Common Redstart Phoenicurus
phoenicurus. Primary projection not described and not clearly
visible on photographs.

HEAD Sandy, darker brown on upperhead; ear-patch blackish-
brown, forming clear mask. Narrow white supercilium present
above mask, widest behind eye and connecting with upper
mandible before eye. Small whitish line under mask. Lore black-
ish-brown. Cheek with buff spots.

UPPERPARTS Back and mantle sandy. Scapulars pale grey-
brown, from behind visible as pale ‘V'. Rump and uppertail-
coverts orange-brown.

UNDERPARTS Chin, throat, breast and belly white to off-white.
Breast with light buffish hue. Flank pale buffish, darker than
breast. Undertail-coverts white to off-white.

WING Primaries blackish brown with pale edge. Inner prima-
ries with white at base, on closed wing forming small square.
Secondaries blackish-brown, with pale edge, forming pale wing-
panel when perched. Tertials blackish-brown, edged buffish.
Coverts and alula blackish-brown edged buffish-white. Carpal
joint white to off-white. Underwing very pale, very conspicuous
in flight.

TAIL When perched, distal one-third of uppertail dark brown.
Central tail-feathers wholly dark brown. Rest of uppertail rusty-
red, darker than uppertail-coverts. Undertail pale grey with
orange-brown hue. Tail pattern reminiscent of Common Redstart.
Tail rounded.

BARE PARTS Eye dark. Bill dark horn, paler at base of lower
mandible. Leg dark grey-brown.

BEHAVIOUR Hunting for insects from poles and barbed wire.
Catching insects from ground and in air. Regularly producing
pellets. Flight low and direct, sometimes flying for considerable
distances.

Identification

The bird was aged as an adult on the basis of the black
face-mask and the blackish wing-coverts and tertials
with buffish edges. The published photographs were
taken in head-on light in the last hour of sunlight and
seem to be overexposed (cf van den Berg & Bosman
2001). Therefore, this bird resembled phoenicuroides
more than it actually was. More photographs were ob-
tained, eg, from Sander Lagerveld, taken earlier on the
day in better light conditions. On these series, the
orange-buff underparts were clearly visible. This, com-
bined with the sandy upperparts, made the CDNA vote
unanimously for isabellinus.



8-11 December 1996, Lauwersoog,
Friesland/Groningen

On 8 December 1996 at ¢ 11:00, foreign birders Thomas
Bamberger, Daniel Duff and Peter Herkenrath discov-
ered an ‘isabelline shrike’ from the café near the ferry
terminal of Lauwersoog, Groningen. It flew to the west
(passing the border with Friesland) and was rediscov-
ered at the parking lot ¢ 500 m west of Lauwersoog,
where it stayed until 11 December. It was very elusive
(largely due to persistent fog) and only showed itself
once or twice a day. On the last day of its stay,
11 December, at least three photographers were able to
take some photographs at ¢ 10:00, during a 15 min
showing of the bird.

Description

The description is based on that submitted to the CDNA
by TB, DD and PH and several photographs taken by
Theo Bakker, Erik Koops and Sander Lagerveld (cf Dutch
Birding 19: 43, plate 46, 1997).

SIZE & STRUCTURE Typically shrike-like, with large head, long
tail and strong bill, hooked at tip. Primary projection equalling
length of tertials. Bill short and thick, with high base. Primary
projection ¢ 100% of length of longest tertials.

HEAD Upperhead sandy grey-brown. Ear-patch blackish-brown
behind eye, small blackish-brown line between nostril and eye.
Lore greyish; above ear-patch suggestion of short pale grey eye-
stripe; chin and throat whitish, cheek on two photographs with
buffish hue, whitish on third photograph.

UPPERPARTS Pale sandy grey-brown. Rump and uppertail-
coverts rufous-brown.

UNDERPARTS Breast and belly whitish with orange hue at
lower side of belly. Undertail-coverts whitish. Side of breast and
flank with rufous (according to photographs and some observ-
ers; Max Berlijn pers comm) or black (original description by
first observers) chevrons.

WING Upperwing sandy grey-brown like upperparts. Median
coverts with dark centre and buffish tip; greater coverts greyish-
brown with black subterminal line and whitish tip. Primaries,
secondaries and tertials shade darker sandy grey-brown, with
pale tip.

TAIL Uppertail rufous-brown, darkest at tail tip.

BARE PARTS Eye large and dark, contrasting with pale head.
Bill pink at base, dark-grey or grey-brown at tip.

BEHAVIOUR Feeding from reed-polls, wooden poles and hid-
ing in low willow bushes. Seen catching and eating mouse.
Flight low over ground.

SOUND Not heard.

Identification

The bird was aged as a first-winter on the basis of dark
subterminal markings and whitish edges on the outer
median and greater coverts. All photographs clearly
show the absence of a supercilium and the sandy-grey
upperparts, hardly contrasting with the underparts. More-
over, an orange-buff hue on the lower cheeks, throat and
breast was visible. The tertials did not have any contrast-
ing terminal or subterminal markings. Only at close
range, some faint barring was visible on the breast sides.
TB, DD and PH described these as being black but others
described them as rufous. It most resembled the bird in
plate 340 in Worfolk (2000). This combination of charac-
ters made the CDNA vote unanimously for isabellinus.

Occurrence and identification of ‘isabelline shrikes
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1-3 October 2000, Noordhollands Duinreservaat,
Castricum, Noord-Holland

On 1 October 2000 at c 09:15, Ingmar van der Brugge
discovered an ‘isabelline shrike’ in thorny bushes at
Noordhollands Duinreservaat near Castricum. It stayed
until 3 October. Several series of photographs are avail-
able from all three days of its stay. During the first day, it
was photographed during prolonged hours of rain by
one photographer. The two photographs show a bird
reminiscent of a first-winter phoenicuroides. On 3
October 2000, the light conditions were excellent and
this resulted in better series of photographs. These show
that the bird lacked a clear supercilium and had uniform
sandy-grey upperparts, tertials without contrasting ter-
minal or subterminal markings, and — most importantly
— orange-buff underparts. The underparts were well
marked, as the bird in plate 337 in Worfolk (2000). An
account of this record was published in Meininger et al
(2000).

Description

The description is based on photographs by Leo Boon
and Harm Niesen (cf Dutch Birding 22: 309, plate 309,
2000).

SIZE & STRUCTURE Typically shrike-like, with large head, long
tail and strong bill, hooked at tip. Primary projection ¢ 90-100%
of length of longest tertial.

HEAD Upper head with warm greyish brown, lacking any red-
dish tones. Ear-patch dark warm brown behind eye, rather con-
spicuous in good light. Eye-ring vague and mainly present at rear
of orbital ring; cheek and throat off-white, with some markings
on cheek.

UPPERPARTS Warm greyish-brown like head; rump and upper-
tail-coverts rufous; uppertail-coverts showing some (sub)terminal
pale chevrons.

UNDERPARTS Throat, breast and belly pale orange-buff, with
darker orange hue on lower side of belly, with reddish to dark
brown chevrons. Undertail-coverts whitish.

WING Greater coverts brown with reddish hue on centre;
margins pale cream-colored. Pale margins giving suggestion
of wing-bar. At least primary coverts with black subterminal
markings. Alula blackish, with narrow buffish edges. Primaries,
secondaries and tertials shade darker sandy grey-brown, with —
especially on secondaries — pale tip. Upper tertial with darker
shaft, reddish centre and broad off-white margin, hardly con-
trasting.

TAIL Uppertail rufous-brown, darkest at tip; central tail-feathers
darker than outer.

BARE PARTS Eye black; bill pale pinkish at base, getting darker
towards black tip; leg blackish.

BEHAVIOUR Mostly perched on top of bushes. Rather ap-
proachable during second and third day of its stay.

SOUND Not heard.

Identification

The bird was aged as a first-winter on the basis of dark
subterminal markings and whitish edges on the primary
coverts. The (almost complete) lack of contrast between
upperparts and underparts, absence of a supercilium,
presence of a buffish wash on cheeks and side of throat,
warm brown ear-coverts as well as brown — instead of
black — chevron markings on the underparts made the
CDNA vote (after three rounds) in favour of isabellinus.
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103 Turkestan Shrike / Turkestaanse Klauwier Lanius phoenicuroides, adult male, De Cocksdorp, Texel, Noord-
Holland, Netherlands, 2 October 2000 (René Pop)

104 Turkestan Shrike / Turkestaanse Klauwier Lanius phoenicuroides, adult male, De Cocksdorp, Texel, Noord-
Holland, Netherlands, 2 October 2000 (René van Rossum)
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105 Daurian Shrike / Daurische Klauwier Lanius isabellinus, first-year, Castricum, Noord-Holland, Netherlands,
3 October 2000 (frank Drége)

106 Daurian Shrike / Daurische Klauwier Lanius isabellinus, Horsmeertjes, Texel, Noord-Holland, Netherlands,
25 September 2003 (Leo / R Boon/Cursorius)
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1 October 2000, Vliehors, Vlieland, Friesland, and 2-6
October 2000, De Cocksdorp, Texel, Noord-Holland

On 1 October 2000, Bart Brieffies, Peter Meininger and
Peter de Vries discovered an adult male ‘isabelline shrike’
at the westernmost tip of Vliehors, Vlieland, in the last
hour of daylight. It was seen on the beach close to the
flood line together with several small passerines, all
seemingly grounded by an incoming rain front. Together
with 11 other birders they observed the bird for ¢ 10
minutes before it flew off. The next day, the same bird
was rediscovered by Harm-Jan Wight near De Cocksdorp
on the northern tip of the neighbouring island of Texel
(after a sea-crossing of 4-5 km). Here, it was well ob-
served until 6 October. The first days of its presence, it
was thought to be isabellinus, based on the draft version
(without plates!) of Worfolk (2000) because it was be-
lieved that any adult male with some or more buff on the
underparts should be isabellinus. During prolonged ob-
servation in good light, and after consulting Tim Worfolk
(in litt), it became clear this male should be identified as
an adult phoenicuroides (cf Worfolk 2000). An account
of this record was published in Meininger et al (2000).

Description
The description is based on photographs by Marten van
Dijl, René Pop and René van Rossum (Dutch Birding 22:
309, plate 308, 342, plate 326-327, 2000, 23: 339,
plate 388) and video recordings by Marc Plomp (Plomp
et al 2001).

SIZE & STRUCTURE Typically shrike-like, with large head, long
tail and strong hooked bill; primary projection c 75% of tertial
length.

HEAD Upper head sandy grey brown. Ear-patch and lore black;
clear white supercilium above ear-patch, narrowest before eye,
widening behind eye with sudden stop.

UPPERPARTS Grey brown, with some warm brown hue,
depending on light conditions; rump and uppertail-coverts
rufous orange-brown.

UNDERPARTS Throat, breast and belly white. Lower side of
belly orange; undertail-coverts white. No chevrons present.
WING Greater and median coverts with dark brown centre and
contrasting reddish-brown tip; tertials dark brown with whitish
fringes. Primaries and secondaries darkest brown with some
whitish margins on secondaries; base of primaries whitish, form-
ing clear primary patch.

TAIL Rufous-brown, outer margins darker than inner margins
and top of tail-feathers with off-white edge.

BARE PARTS Eye large and dark, almost showing no contrast
with black ear-patch; bill pale pinkish at base, getting darker
towards black tip. Leg blackish.

BEHAVIOUR Typically shrike-like, perched on top of bushes,
sitting on wires and catching prey from ground or during aerial
pursuit.

SOUND Not heard.

Identification

The bird was aged as an adult on the basis of the black
face-mask and the dark brown wing-coverts and tertials
edged reddish-brown and buffish, respectively. The com-
bination of greyish-brown upperparts, clear white super-
cilium and white underparts made the CDNA vote
unanimously in favour of phoenicuroides. The bird show-
ed characters best fitting the ‘karelini’ morph. The pale
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base of the bill may seem atypical but, for instance, sev-
eral photographs of males phoenicuroides taken by Nils
van Duivendijk in the United Arab Emirates show a pale
base of the bill, indicating that this is not uncommon; this
may be an age-related character (Arend Wassink in litt).

13-27 August 2002, Bleekersvallei, Texel,
Noord-Holland

On 13 August 2002, Loek Batenburg and Dirk Sparre-
boom found an ‘isabelline shrike’ at Bleekersvallei,
Texel. It stayed until 27 August and was observed by
many birders. During its stay, it was in active moult and
nearly all remiges and rectrices and some body feathers
were replaced.

Description

The description is based on the description submitted by
Arend Wassink and published photographs (Dutch
Birding 24: 316, plate 272-273, 2002, 25: 378, plate
429-430, 2003).

SIZE & STRUCTURE Typically shrike-like, with large head, long
tail and strong bill. Bill short and thick, hooked at tip. Tail strong-
ly rounded (because of growing outer tail-feathers). Primary pro-
jection not established because of active primary moult.

HEAD Upper head grey brown, with rufous hue on crown.
Lore, area under eye and ear-patch black; narrow blackish
brown line between nostril and eye. Narrow white supercilium
starting on forehead and broadening behind eye, ending square-
ly. Chin and throat white.

UPPERPARTS Cold greyish brown. Rump and uppertail-coverts
rufous brown.

UNDERPARTS Breast and belly whitish, with pale orange hue
at lower side of belly. Undertail-coverts whitish.

WING Upperwing sandy grey-brown like upperparts. Wing-
coverts and tertials dark brown with pale rufous margins.
Primaries blackish, tipped whitish. Secondaries dark brown,
tipped off-white. White base on primaries, only visible in flight.
TAIL Rufous-brown; central tail-feather brownest, least rufous,
outer tail-feather most rufous. Shaft blackish and tip of tail-
feathers whitish.

BARE PARTS Eye black, no contrast with black lore and ear-
patch. Bill pinkish at base, dark-grey to black at tip. Leg dark.
BEHAVIOUR Typically shrike-like, perched on top of bushes,
catching insects on ground and during aerial pursuit.

MOULT In active moult, replacing nearly all remiges and outer
rectrices and some body feathers during stay.

SOUND Not heard.

Identification

The bird was aged as an adult on the basis of the black
face-mask and the dark brown wing-coverts and rufous-
edged tertials. The combination of white to whitish
underparts, cold greyish-brown upperparts and white
supercilium were clear field marks for phoenicuroides of
the ‘karelini’ morph (Lars Svensson in litt). The tertials
and wing-coverts were adult type, the black mask and
lack of scaling on the underparts show that it was a
male. Since this bird looked almost exactly the same as
the bird of October 2000 on Vlieland and Texel, it gave
much food for speculation whether it could be the same
returning bird. However, the CDNA unanimously ac-
cepted it as the second record of phoenicuroides after
just one round.
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107-109 Turkestan Shrike / Turkestaanse Klauwier Lanius phoenicuroides, adult, Bleekersvallei, Texel, Noord-

Holland, Netherlands, 14 August 2002 (René Pop)

24-25 September 2003, Horsmeertjes, Texel,
Noord-Holland

On 24 September 2003, an ‘isabelline shrike’” was found
near Horsmeertjes, Texel. It stayed until the next day and
was visited by several 10s of observers.

Description

No description was submitted to the CDNA,; the descrip-
tion below is based on the published photographs (cf
Dutch Birding 25: 426, plate 495, 2003, 26: 370, plate
522, 2004) and video recordings (Plomp et al 2004).

SIZE & STRUCTURE Typically shrike-like, with large head, long
tail and strong bill. Primary projection difficult to see on photo-
graphs but most probably ¢ 100% of length of longest tertial.
HEAD Upper head sandy brownish-grey. Ear-patch blackish-
brown behind eye, lore dark-brown mixed with buffish feathers.
Eye-ring buffish; vague small buffish supercilium. Chin, throat
and cheek with buffish hue.

UPPERPARTS Pale sandy brownish-grey as head, with some
faint scaling. Rump and uppertail-coverts rufous-brown.
UNDERPARTS Whole underparts uniformly buffish; side of
breast and flank with some greyish chevrons, hardly visible.
WING Upperwing sandy grey-brown like upperparts; tertials,
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median and greater coverts grey-brown with buffish-brown
margins. Primaries blackish.

TAIL Rufous-brown, with white margin at feather-tips.

BARE PARTS Eye dark, contrasting with greyish-brown head.
Bill flesh at base, dark-grey on culmen and tip. Leg greyish
brown.

BEHAVIOUR Not described. On video-recordings, constantly
perched on top of small bush.

SOUND Not heard.

Identification

The CDNA could not decide upon the age and sex of the
bird. The poorly defined face-mask and pale bill were
more in favour of a juvenile or first-winter but the lack of
subterminal markings on tertials and wing-coverts fitted
an adult better. The presence of some scaling on the up-
perparts and the lack of subterminal markings on tertials
and wing-coverts point towards an adult female, because
first-year birds at this time of year always seem to show at
least some subterminal markings on these feathers (Arend
Wassink in litt; based on many birds observed and ringed
in Kazakhstan in September). The combination of uni-
form sandy upperparts hardly contrasting with the buffish
underparts and lack of a clear supercilium made the
CDNA unanimously vote in favour of isabellinus.

27 August 2006, Maasvlakte, Rotterdam, Zuid-Holland
On 27 August 2006 at ¢ 19:00, John Kleijweg, Ferry van
der Lans and Peter Planken found an ‘isabelline shrike’
at Maasvlakte, Rotterdam. C 20 birders managed to see
the bird before dark and photographs were taken by a
few photographers, including Chris van Rijswijk and
Ellen Sandberg. A short account of this record accompa-
nied by one photograph was published in van der Lans
(2006).

Description

The following description is based on the description by
FvdL and photographs by Chris van Rijswijk (cf Dutch
Birding 28: 343, plate 478, 2006, 29: 369, plate 528,
2007).

SIZE & STRUCTURE Typically shrike-like, with large head, long
tail and strong hooked bill. Primary projection ¢ 100% of length
of longest tertial.

HEAD Upperhead grey brown. Ear-patch blackish-brown be-
hind eye, lore buffish. Faint pale eye-ring. Very vague narrow
buffish supercilium. Chin, throat and cheek with buffish hue. No
chevrons visible on crown or throat.

UPPERPARTS Pale sandy grey-brown as head. Rump and upper-
tail-coverts rufous-brown.

UNDERPARTS Whole underparts buffish, darkest on flank, low-
er belly and undertail-coverts. Side of breast and flank with
brownish chevrons.

WING Upperwing sandy grey-brown like upperparts; median
and greater coverts dark grey-brown with pale rufous-buff edges.
Primaries blackish with thin whitish edge; base of primaries
white, forming contrastingly clear white wing-patch.

TAIL Rufous-brown, with white margin at feather-tips.

BARE PARTS Eye dark. Bill flesh, black on culmen and tip. Leg
dark.

BEHAVIOUR Mostly perched on top of low bushes. After heavy
shower, actively preening and more concealed in bush.
SOUND Not heard.
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Identification

The bird was unanimously accepted as an adult female
isabellinus. 1t was aged as an adult on the basis of the
dark grey-brown median and greater coverts with pale
rufous-buff edges. The identification and sexing were
based on the rather pale plumage with little contrast be-
tween the sandy-grey upperparts and buff-coloured un-
derparts, partial dark mask not present in front of the
eye, large white wing-patch (indicating an adult), lack of
conspicuous white supercilium, dark reddish-brown
uppertail and brownish chevrons on the underparts
(especially on the flank; indicating a female).

25-26 September 2006, Den Hoorn, Texel,
Noord-Holland

On 25 September 2006, German birder Jérn Lehmhus
discovered an ‘isabelline shrike’ near Den Hoorn, Texel.
It stayed until the next day and could be observed, photo-
graphed and videoed by several birders.

Description
The description is based on notes by Max Berlijn and
photographs of MB, Martijn Bot and Rein Hofman (cf
Dutch Birding 28: 395, plate 565, 2006, 29: 369, plate
529, 2007).

SIZE & STRUCTURE Typically shrike-like, with large head, long
tail and strong hooked bill. Primary projection c 100% of length
of longest tertial.

HEAD Upperhead sandy-brown with some orange-buff hue on
crown and forehead. Ear-patch black behind eye, somewhat
smaller in height compared with eye. Lore black, forming nar-
row black stripe between eye and bill. Faint pale eye-ring above
and one quarter below eye. Very vague, narrow, whitish super-
cilium, only present behind eye. Chin, throat and cheek with
buffish-orange hue and unmarked.

UPPERPARTS Pale sandy grey-brown; rump and uppertail-
coverts rufous brown.

UNDERPARTS Whole underparts pale buffish orange.

WING Upperwing sandy grey-brown like upperparts; tertials,
median and greater coverts dark grey-brown with pale rufous-
buff margins; outer primary-coverts brown, paler than other
coverts; primaries blackish with small whitish margins; base of
primaries white, forming contrasting clear white wing-patch.
Alula brown, edged buffish.

TAIL Rufous-brown, darker towards tip.

BARE PARTS Eye black. Bill flesh at base, black on two-third of
tip. Leg dark grey.

BEHAVIOUR Mostly perched on top of bush.

SOUND Not heard.

Identification

The bird was aged as an adult on the basis of the black
face-mask and the dark grey-brown wing-coverts and
tertials edged with pale rufous-buff. There was almost no
contrast between the upperparts and underparts, the un-
derparts were uniform buffish orange, and the bird
lacked an obvious supercilium. Therefore, the bird was
unanimously accepted as the sixth isabellinus. It showed
contrast between one new replaced tertial and other re-
tained tertials, and also the fresh inner primaries and
primary coverts contrasted with the retained outer pri-
maries and outer primary coverts.
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Separation from Brown Shrike and Red-backed Shrike
When encountering an ‘isabelline shrike’, one should
always consider the possibility of Brown Shrike. In all
plumages, Brown Shrike has a thicker, stubbier bill, a
shorter primary projection with, typically, only five pri-
mary tips visible on the closed wing, and a longer,
narrower and more graduated tail. The upperparts are
nearly as rufous as the tail. For an extensive description,
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110 Daurian Shrike / Daurische Klauwier Lanius isabellinus, adult male, Den Hoorn, Texel, Noord-Holland,
26 September 2006 (Rein Hofman) 111 Daurian Shrike / Daurische Klauwier Lanius isabellinus, adult male, Den
Hoorn, Texel, Noord-Holland, 26 September 2006 (Max Berlijn) 112 Daurian Shrike / Daurische Klauwier Lanius
isabellinus, adult female, Maasvlakte, Rotterdam, Zuid-Holland, Netherlands, 27 August 2006 (Chris van Rijswijk/
birdshooting.nl)

see Worfolk (2000), and also Moores (2004) and van
Bemmelen et al (2007). Red-backed Shrike can also
cause confusion in first-year plumage but normally
shows more scaling on the upperparts, a greyer nape,
(more) strongly barred underparts and a darker brown
(less rufous) uppertail (Worfolk 2000). Note, however,
that some poorly marked Red-backed can be confus-
ingly similar to ‘isabelline’.
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FIGURE 1 Occurrence of ‘isabelline shrike” Lanius isabellinus/phoenicuroides in Europe / voorkomen van ‘izabel-

klauwier’ Lanius isabellinus/phoenicuroides in Europa (cf appendix 1)
FIGURE 2 Occurrence of Daurian Shrike Lanius isabellinus in Europe / voorkomen van Daurische Klauwier Lanius

isabellinus in Europa (cf appendix 1)

FIGURE 3 Occurrence of Turkestan Shrike Lanius phoenicuroides in Europe / voorkomen van Turkestaanse Klauwier

Lanius phoenicuroides in Europa (cf appendix 1)

FIGURE 4 Half-monthly distribution of occurrence of ‘isabelline shrike’ Lanius isabellinus/phoenicuroides in Europe /
halfmaandelijkse verspreiding van voorkomen van ‘izabelklauwier’ Lanius isabellinus/phoenicuroides in Europa

(cf appendix 1)

Conclusions

Although the identification of ‘isabelline shrikes’ is by
no means easy, only two out of the 10 records in the
Netherlands remain unidentified to species level. The
first of these two in 1985 was well documented but
lacked diagnostic field marks to clinch the identification
as phoenicuroides or isabellinus. The second in 1993
was seen just before dark and the documentation was
insufficient to identify the bird with certainty to species.
All other records were well documented with good
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photographs and/or video recordings and were either
adult (or adult-like) birds or typical juveniles.

With only one record in spring (May), all other records
of ‘isabelline shrikes’ were between August and Decem-
ber, with October being the best month with four, fol-
lowed by August and September, both with two, and
December with one. Isabellinus is the most common (or
better least rare) with six records (May 1995, December
1996, October 2000, September 2003, August 2006 and
September 2006). Phoenicuroides has two records



(October 2000, August 2002), both concerning adult
males, very probably of the greyish ‘karelini’ morph.
Texel obviously has a strong attraction for ’isabelline
shrikes’ (and is well watched!), with seven out of 10
birds. Also worth mentioning is the high percentage
(50%) of adults.

Records in central and western Europe

All currently known records (157+) in central and west-
ern Europe outside the Netherlands up to and including
2006 are listed in appendix 1. Of these, 17 have been
accepted as isabellinus and 26 as phoenicuroides; if the
records from the Netherlands are included, these figures
are 23 and 28, respectively. Almost all others are listed
as isabellinus/phoenicuroides or have only tentatively
been assigned to species. In lItaly, one adult showed
(some) characters of arenarius and another was tenta-
tively identified as arenarius/isabellinus. The geographi-
cal distribution of all records (including those from the
Netherlands) is shown in figure 1-3. The list of records
demonstrates that ‘isabelline shrikes’ occur as vagrants
in almost every country of central and western Europe,
reflecting the strong vagrancy potential of this species
group. Most records are from Britain (76, almost 50%)
which is likely the result of a combination of long coast-
lines and high birding activity. Birds have been recorded
in all months except February, with a strong peak in the
second half of October and a small peak in spring (late
April to early June; see figure 4). Similar to the situation
in the Netherlands, a high proportion of the other Euro-
pean records concern adults (c 44, almost 30% of birds
aged), also in autumn birds, which is remarkable be-
cause most eastern vagrants in autumn in Europe con-
cern first-year birds.
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Samenvatting

VOORKOMEN EN HERKENNING VAN ‘IZABELKLAUWIEREN" IN- NEDERLAND
IN 1985-2006 EN GEVALLEN IN EUROPA In dit artikel wordt ingegaan
op het voorkomen en de herkenning van ‘izabelklauwieren’ in
Nederland. Elk geval wordet uitgebreid beschreven en de beslis-
sing van de CDNA wordt toegelicht. De determinaties zijn voor-
namelijk gebaseerd op Worfolk (2000). Vanaf het eerste geval in
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1985 tot en met 2006 zijn 10 ‘izabelklauwieren’ aanvaard. Twee
betroffen Turkestaanse Klauwier Lanius phoenicuroides, zes
Daurische Klauwier L isabellinus en twee zijn aanvaard als ‘iza-
belklauwier’ L isabellinus/phoenicuroides. Opvallend is het hoge
aantal van vijf adulte vogels (vier werden als eerstejaars aanvaard
en van één kon de leeftijd niet met zekerheid worden bepaald).
Bij andere soorten dwaalgasten in het najaar is in de regel het
percentage adulte veel kleiner of zelfs nihil.

In het artikel wordt voorts een overzicht gegeven van alle be-
kende gevallen (157+) elders in Centraal- en West-Europa tot en
met 2006 (appendix 1). Daaruit blijkt dat daar in tegenstelling tot
Nederland phoenicuroides net iets vaker is vastgesteld dan isa-
bellinus (respectievelijk 26 en 17 gevallen; alle andere (114+)
zijn (nog) niet — of niet met voldoende zekerheid — tot op soort-
niveau aanvaard). Als de Nederlandse gevallen worden mee-
geteld is de verhouding 28 phoenicuroides tegen 23 isabellinus.
Chinese Klauwier L arenarius is niet met zekerheid in Europa
vastgesteld; er zijn wel één of twee gevallen van vogels met (en-
kele) kenmerken van deze soort in Italié (één ‘mogelijke arenari-
us’ en één ‘arenarius/isabellinus’) maar deze zijn (nog) niet als
zodanig aanvaard. Bij het overzicht van Europese gevallen buiten
Nederland valt eveneens het relatief hoge aantal adulte vogels op
(c 44, bijna 30%). Bijna de helft van de gevallen (76) stamt uit
Brittannié. Uit de maandelijkse verdeling (figuur 4) blijkt dat de
beide taxa gecombineerd in alle maanden van het jaar werden
waargenomen, met uitzondering van februari. De meeste wer-
den genoteerd in het najaar met een duidelijke piek in de tweede
helft van oktober. Daarnaast is er sprake van een kleine piek in
het voorjaar, van eind april tot begin juni.
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APPENDIX 1 Records of ‘isabelline shrike’ Lanius arenarius/isabellinus/phoenicuroides in central and western Europe / gevallen van
‘izabelklauwier’ Lanius arenarius/isabellinus/phoenicuroides/ in Centraal- en West-Europa

Austria (3) (Leander Khil in litt)

7-8 October 1994, Hochster Ried, Vorarlberg, isabellinus/
phoenicuroides

11 May 1997, Zurndorfer Eichenwald, Burgenland, female, isa-
bellinus/phoenicuroides

24 April 2002, Perg, Oberosterreich, isabellinus/phoenicuroides

Britain (76) (Evans 1994, Fraser et al 2007, Fraser & Rarities
Committee 2007)

26 September 1950, Isle Of May, Fife, Scotland, adult male,
probably phoenicuroides (Fraser et al 2007)

10 September 1959, Portland Bill, Dorset, England, adult female
(Fraser et al 2007)

12-13 May 1960, Fair Isle, Shetland, Scotland, adult male
phoenicuroides (Fraser et al 2007)

1 March to 20 April 1975, Sidlesham, Sussex, England, male

12-13 October 1975, Holkham, Norfolk, England, male isabel-
linus (Fraser et al 2007)

14-24 October 1978, Winspit, Dorset, England, first-year (Fraser
et al 2007)

26-28 October 1978, Gugh and St Agnes, Scilly, England, first-
year (Fraser et al 2007)

28-30 October 1978, Donna Nook, Lincolnshire, England, male
(Fraser et al 2007)

24 October 1979, Fair Isle, Shetland, Scotland; now considered
unsafe to be aged conclusively (Frazer et al 2007)

3 October 1980, St Mary’s, Scilly, England, first-year (Fraser et al
2007)

9-12 October 1981, Fair Isle, Shetland, Scotland, adult male
(Fraser et al 2007)

7-8 November 1982, Anderby Creek, Lincolnshire, England,
adult male (under review as ‘karelini’, Fraser et al 2007)

4-14 November 1984, Berry Head, Devon, England, first-year

15-23 September 1985, Portland, Dorset, England, adult female
isabellinus (Fraser et al 2007, Fraser & Rarities Committee
2007)

25 October 1985, Holyhead, Anglesey, Wales; now considered
unsafe to be aged conclusively (Frazer et al 2007)

23 October 1987, Eswick, Shetland, Scotland, first-year

1-5 November 1987, Wells-next-the-Sea, Norfolk, England, first-
year

8-14 November 1987, Wembury, Devon, England, first-year

12-22 October 1988, Durlston Country Park, Dorset, England,
first-year

14-22 October 1988, Spurn, East Yorkshire, England, first-year

15-16 October 1988, Sandwich Bay, Kent, England

17-23 October 1988, Catfirth, Shetland, Scotland, first-year

23-28 October 1988, Bradwell-on-sea, Essex, England; now
considered unsafe to be aged conclusively (Fraser et al
2007)

26 October 1988, Horsey, Norfolk, England; now considered
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unsafe to be aged conclusively (Fraser et al 2007)

4-14 November 1988, Stodmarsh, Kent, England, first-year

13 September 1989, Dunglass, Borders, Scotland, adult female
isabellinus (Fraser et al 2007)

22-24 September 1989, Minehead, Somerset, England, first-
year

27-31 October 1989, Zennor, Cornwall, England

14-15 October 1990, Donna Nook, Lincolnshire, England, first-
year

12 October 1991 St Mary’s, Scilly, England, first-year (Frazer et
al 2007)

26 October 1991, Easington, East Yorkshire, England, first-year

28 October 1991, North Foreland, Kent, England; now consid-
ered unsafe to be aged conclusively (Frazer et al 2007)

28 October to 2 November 1991, North Ronaldsay, Orkney,
Scotland, adult male isabellinus (Frazer et al 2007)

24 October 1993 to 4 November 1993, Worth, Kent, England

4-9 November 1993, Fife Ness, Fife, Scotland, first-year

21 March 1994, Richmond Park, Greater London, England,
male

23-24 August 1994, Fair Isle, Shetland, Scotland, adult female
phoenicuroides (Fraser et al 2007)

2 May 1995, Snettisham, Norfolk, England, adult male phoeni-
curoides (Fraser et al 2007)

10-17 September 1995, Deerness, Orkney, Scotland, male

27 October 1995, St David’s, Pembrokeshire, Wales; now con-
sidered unsafe to be aged conclusively (Frazer et al 2007)

12-13 October 1996, Horsey Gap, Norfolk, England, first-year

25-26 October 1996, Bardsey, Caernarvonshire, England, first-
year

5-11 November 1996, Stock’s Reservoir, Lancashire, and North
Merseyside, England first-year

23 September 1997, Spurn, East Yorkshire, England, first-year

19-23 October 1997, Berry Head, Devon, England, first-year

23 November 1997, Boyton Marshes, Suffolk, England, first-
year

30 November 1997, North Ronaldsay, Orkney, Scotland, first-
year

2 July to 8 August 1998, Cemlyn Bay, Anglesey, Wales, female
phoenicuroides (Fraser et al 2007)

18-20 October 1999, Flamborough Head, East Yorkshire,
England, first-year

21 October to 7 November 1999, Marsden, Durham, England,
first-year

24-31 October 1999, Burnmouth, Borders, Scotland, first-year

8-9 September 2000, Nene Washes, Cambridgeshire, England,
female

8-10 November 2000, Flamborough Head, East Yorkshire, first-
year

9 November 2000, Whitley Bay, Northumberland, England, first-
year



28 August 2001, Lundy, Devon, England

29 September to 5 October 2001, Dungeness, Kent, England,
first-year male

28 October 2001, Cotswold Water Park, Gloucestershire,
England, first-year

26 June 2002, Porthgwarra, Cornwall, England, second-year
male phoenicuroides (Fraser et al 2007)

14-17 September 2002, Fetlar, Shetland, Scotland, male isabel-
linus (Fraser et al 2007)

18-22 October 2002, St Mary’s, Scilly, England, first-year

3 June 2003, Porlock Marsh, Somerset, England, male phoeni-
curoides (Fraser et al 2007)

30 September 2003, Out Skerries, Shetland, Scotland, first-year
male

13 October 2003, Donna Nook, Lincolnshire, England, first-year
(Fraser et al 2007)

18 October 2003, Scolt Head, Norfolk, England, first-year

23-24 October 2003, St Martin’s, Scilly, England, first-year

23 November 2003, Llanbedrog, Caernarvonshire, Scotland

17 October 2004, Vidlin, Shetland, Scotland, first-year

22-28 October 2005, Maryton, Angus & Dundee, Scotland

14 May 2006, Whitburn, Durham, England, adult male phoeni-
curoides

20 September to 10 October 2006, Eday, Carpaquoy, Orkney,
Scotland, first-year

22 September to 1 October 2006, Lewis and Barra, Outer
Hebrides, Scotland, first-year (‘most likely phoenicuroides’)

4 October 2006, Belsay, Northumberland, England, first-year

15 October 2006, Dungeness, Kent, England, first-year

20 October 2006, St Mary’s, Scilly, England, first-year

22 October 2006, Great Orme, Caernarfonshire, Wales, first-year

27-29 October 2006 Cresswell, Northumberland, England, first-
year

Belgium (3) (Marnix Vandegehuchte in litt)

23 September 1989, Heist, Knokke-Heist, West-Vlaanderen,
first-year isabellinus

14 November 1999, Voorhaven Zeebrugge, Zeebrugge-Brugge,
West-Vlaanderen, first-year isabellinus

22-23 September 2000, Doornpanne, Koksijde, West-Vlaande-
ren, first-year isabellinus/phoenicuroides

Denmark (1) (Sebastian Klein in litt)
9 June 1994, Totten, Anholt, Midtjylland, adult female phoeni-
curoides

Estonia (1) (Antero Lindholm in litt)
15 October 2001, Kabli, Haddemeeste, Parnumaa, first-year
phoenicuroides

Finland (5) (Antero Lindholm in litt)

11-14 May 1980, Kokkola Mallot, male isabellinus

21-23 October 1980, Kirkkonummi Rénnskadr, first-year isabelli-
nus/phoenicuroides, ringed

17 October 1987, Korsnas Sodra Bjérkon, first-year isabellinus/
phoenicuroides, ringed

11 June 1989, Hamina Kirkkojarvi, female isabellinus/phoeni-
curoides

24-26 May 2005, Oulunsalo Kempeleenlahti, also Kempele
Vihiluoto and Sarkkiranta, male isabellinus

France (12) (Frémont et al 2007, Jean-Yves Frémont in litt)

27 September 1982, fle d’Ouessant, Finistere, adult female
phoenicuroides

16-19 August 1986, fle d’Ouessant, Finistere, (probably) adult
female phoenicuroides

14 September 1987, fle d’Ouessant, Finistere, first-year phoeni-
curoides

Occurrence and identification of ‘isabelline shrikes
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1-3 November 1991, Ajaccio, Corse-du-Sud, first-year phoeni-
curoides

1-8 November 1996, fle d’Ouessant, Finistere, first-year isabel-
linus

29 November 1997, Fréjorgues, Pérols, Hérault, first-year isabel-
linus/phoenicuroides

27 November to 15 December 1998, Domaine de Certes,
Audenge, Gironde, first-year isabellinus

17 October 1999, ile d’Ouessant, Finistere, first-year phoeni-
curoides

23-27 October 1999, Vitrey-sur-Mance, Haute-Sa6ne, first-year
isabellinus/phoenicuroides

17 November 2002, Marais du Hode, Le Havre, Baie de Seine,
Seine-Maritime, first-year, (probably) phoenicuroides

26 October to 2 November 2004, ile d’Ouessant, Finistere, first-
year isabellinus

14 September 2005, Mas du Petit Badon, Salin-de-Giraud,
Camargue, Bouches-du-Rhéne, first-year phoenicuroides

Germany (8)

25 or 26 October 1854, Helgoland, first-year male isabellinus/
phoenicuroides, collected (Vauk & Parey 1972)

21-22 September 1980, Helgoland, male isabellinus/phoeni-
curoides, trapped (Peter Barthel in litt)

2-5 October 1993, Helgoland, first-year isabellinus (Limicola 7:
320, 1993)

12-17 November 1993, Tauerwiesenteich, Forstgen, Sachsen,
first-year isabellinus/phoenicuroides, trapped (Limicola 7:
320, 1993)

1 November 1994, Altmiihlsee, Kreis Weissenburg-Gunzen-
hausen, Bayern, first-year isabellinus/phoenicuroides (Limi-
cola 8: 330, 1994)

21 September 1995, Greifswalder Oie, Kreis Ostvorpommern,
Mecklenburg-Vorpommern, first-year isabellinus/phoeni-
curoides (Peter Barthel in litt)

22 November 1996, Filderstadt-Sielmingen, Kreis Esslingen,
Baden-Wiirttemberg, first-year isabellinus/phoenicuroides
(Peter Barthel in litt)

16-21 November 2000, Totes Moor, Neustadt, Kreis Hannover,
Niedersachsen, adult, isabellinus/phoenicuroides (Limicola
14: 262, 2000, 20: 317, 2006)

Greece (3) (Nikos Probonas in litt)

28 September 1995, Evros Delta, adult male isabellinus

29 April 2000, Irakleio, Crete, adult male isabellinus/phoeni-
curoides

15 May 2006, Antikythera, Eptanisa, adult female phoeni-
curoides

Ireland (1+) (Paul Milne in litt)

[17-20 October 2006, Old Head of Kinsale, Cork, still in circula-
tion (photographs indicate isabellinus)]

20 November to 9 December 2006, North Slob, Wexford, first-
year isabellinus/phoenicuroides

Italy (9) (Andrea Corso in litt)

4 August 1985, Monte Mannu, Montresta, Nuoro, Sardinia,
adult male, probably phoenicuroides

22 September 1988, Bosco di Palo, ladispoli, Roma, Lazio, first-
year, probably phoenicuroides

10 October 1992, Vendicari, Siracusa, Sicila, first-year isabelli-
nus/phoenicuroides

30 October 1992, Panagia, Costa Targia, Sicilia, first-year, prob-
ably isabellinus

2 October 1996 to late April 1997, Saline di Siracusa, Sicilia,
first-year, probably isabellinus

27 April 1998, Sentina, Marche Region, isabellinus/phoeni-
curoides
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19 October 1998, Capo Murro di Porco, Siracusa, Sicilia, juve-
nile, probably arenarius/isabellinus

4-9 January 2000 (presumably present since autumn 1999),
Ognina, Siracusa, Sicilia, adult female, showing characters of
arenarius

26 November 2004, Marina di Torre del Lago, Viareggio, Lucca,
first-year, probably isabellinus

Latvia (3) (Maris Jaunzemis in litt)

5 November 1990, Pape, first-year phoenicuroides, trapped

25 September 2000, Pape, adult male isabellinus/phoeni-
curoides

24-25 May 2004, Lake Engure, adult male phoenicuroides

Norway (10) (Vergard Bunes in litt)

30 September to 1 October 1974, Utsira, Rogaland, immature
male phoenicuroides

13 October 1974, Hareid, More & Romsdal, immature male
phoenicuroides

5 June 1984, Larvik, Vestfold, adult male isabellinus/phoeni-
curoides

25 May 1988, Larvik, Vestfold, adult male isabellinus/phoeni-
curoides

7 October 1991, Utsira, Rogaland, age and sex unknown, isa-
bellinus/phoenicuroides

3-4 November 1993, Fjell, Hordland, first-year phoenicuroides

29 May 1995, Kragerg, Telemark, immature male isabellinus/
phoenicuroides

28 May 1997, Larvik, Vestfold, 29 May, Kragerg, Telemark, im-
mature male phoenicuroides

20-21 September 2003, Hemsedal, Buskerud, adult male isabel-
linus/phoenicuroides

15 November 2003, @ygarden, Hordaland, first-year isabelli-
nus/phoenicuroides

Poland (5) (Tadeusz Stawarczyk in litt)

8 September 1981, Vistula River mouth, first-year phoeni-
curoides

18 September 1984, Chalupy, Hel Pennisula, adult male phoeni-
curoides

21 September 1997, Jastarnia, Hel Peninsula, adult male isabel-
linus

23 May 1999, Sielec, Robczyce, female phoenicuroides

12-14 September 2004, Charbice Dolne, Pabianice, first-year
phoenicuroides
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Rumania (1) (Andras Vasas in litt)
26 September 2004, Sachalin Island, Black Sea, first-year isabel-
linus

Spain (5) (CR SEO in litt)

9 September 1994, Salinas de Salobrar de Campos, Isla de
Mallorca, Balearic Islands, adult male phoenicuroides

12-16 September 1997, Cabo de Estaca de Bares, Mandn,
A Coruna, isabellinus/phoenicuroides

10-12 November 1999, Roquetas de Mar, Almeria, isabellinus/
phoenicuroides

6 December 2001, Parque Natural de El Hondo, Alicante,
Crevillente, isabellinus/phoenicuroides

30 October to 1 November 2006, Rouxique, Sanxenxo,
Pontevedra, juvenile, presumed to be isabellinus

Sweden (10+)

All records are currently under review to determine the lowest
taxon level (Anders Blomdahl pers comm)

26 November 1967, Ljunghusen, Skane

[3 October 1984, Nidingen, Halland, first-year, ringed (now
under review as Brown Shrike)]

18-19 October 1988, Landsort, S6rmland, first-year, ringed

23 October 1988, Utldangan, Blekinge, first-year

20-21 October 1990, Ottenby, Oland, first-year

28 August 1993, Ottenby, Oland, adult male

8-17 October 1994, Sotemosse, Skane, first-year

20 October to 3 November 1994, Ottenby, Oland, first-year

19-21 October 1997, Stora Fjaderdgg, Vasterbotten, adult male

5-6 October 1998, Hummelbosholm, Gotland, first-year

17-22 October 2001, Nya hamnen, Vandburg, Gotland, adult
male, ringed

[26 May 2004, Beddinge Strandhed, Skane, adult (or second
calendar-year) female phoenicuroides (still under review)]

Switzerland (1) (Peter Knaus in litt)
6-8 October 2006, Avusy and Laconnex, Geneve, first-year isa-
bellinus/phoenicuroides

There are currently no records from the Czech Republic (http://
fkeso.sweb.cz/akcepte.htm), Hungary (Tamds Zalai in litt),
Iceland, Lithuania, Luxemburg (Tom Conzemius in litt), Portugal
(Jodo Jara in litt) and Slovakia (Alfred Trnka in litt).



Birds of Kazakhstan: new and

interesting data

Arend Wassink & Gerald | Oreel

fter the publication of our book on the birds of

Kazakhstan (Wassink & Oreel 2007), a lot of new ma-
terial was brought to our attention, including the first
record of Himalayan Wagtail Motacilla alboides for
Kazakhstan. This selection of new and interesting data
mainly consists of 7 unpublished records sent to us by
correspondents now realizing their value, 2 records from
recent publications, and 3 records from recent trip re-
ports. All submitted records have been reviewed by us,
which resulted into the rejection of several records. In ad-
dition, Hooded Crane Grus monacha and White-naped
Crane G vipio have been removed from our systematic
list of the birds of Kazakhstan (Wassink & Oreel 2007) (for
details, see Removed species and rejected records).

New species and interesting records

Greylag Goose Anser anser

On 22 December 2007, two Siberian Greylag Geese
A a rubrirostris were found at Sorbulak lake (43:40 N,
76:34 E), Almaty province (Valkenburg 2007). This is the
first winter record outside South Kazakhstan province.

White-headed Duck Oxyura leucocephala

In 2006, during surveys in the lower Irgiz (48:33 N,
61:20 E) and Turgay river basins (49:16 N, 62:41 E), in
Aqtobe and Qostanay provinces, respectively (Sklyarenko
2007), 300 White-headed Ducks were found. Quanti-
tative data for these regions have not been published
before.

On 17 December 2007, an adult male White-headed
Duck was found at Tengiz (46:19 N, 53:25 E), Atyrau
province (Peterson 2008). This is the first winter record
in Kazakhstan.

On 12 October 2007, a flock of 350 White-headed
Ducks was found at Edelsor lake (49:16 N, 50:37 E),
West Kazakhstan province (Bidashko & Kolbintsev in
prep). This is the first time (at least in the last decades)
that a flock numbering this high has been recorded in
West Kazakhstan province.

Common Goldeneye Bucephala clangula

From the winter of 2002/03, Common Goldeneye has
been found wintering at the Irtysh river at Oskemen
(49:59 N, 82:37 E), East Kazakhstan province (Isabekov
2005, Scherbakov 2007). Wintering in East Kazakhstan
province was previously only known from Markakol
lake (48:44 N, 85:45 E) in the southern Altai (Wassink &
Oreel 2007).

Pygmy Cormorant Phalacrocorax pygmeus
On 22 December 2007, two Pygmy Cormorants were

[Dutch Birding 30: 93-100, 2008]

found at Sorbulak lake, Almaty province (Valkenburg
2007). This is the first winter record in Almaty province.

Great Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo

On 22 December 2007, 17 Great Cormorants were
found at Sorbulak lake, Almaty province (Valkenburg
2007). This is the first winter record in Kazakhstan.

Great White Pelican Pelecanus onocrotalus

On 22 December 2007, two juvenile Great White
Pelicans were photographed at Sorbulak lake, Almaty
province (Valkenburg 2007). This is the first winter
record in Kazakhstan.

Dalmatian Pelican Pelecanus crispus

In 2006, during surveys in the lower Irgiz and Turgay
river basins, in Aqtobe and Qostanay provinces, respec-
tively (Sklyarenko 2007), a total of 300 pairs of Dalmatian
Pelicans was found breeding. This is the first breeding
estimate for these regions.

Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis

On 28 May 2006, two adult Cattle Egrets were found at
Tengiz, Atyrau province (Peterson 2008). Apart from
breeding in 1992-93 (Wassink & Oreel 2007), this is the
third record in Kazakhstan.

Little Egret Egretta garzetta

On 13 May 2001, two Little Egrets were found at the
Topar lakes (44:57 N, 75:33 E), Almaty province (Clement
2001). Records this far east of the breeding areas at the
northern Caspian Sea are few.

Eurasian Spoonbill Platalea leucorodia

In 2001, a colony of 204 pairs of Eurasian Spoonbills
was found at Shushkakol lake (43:00 N, 68:33 E), South
Kazakhstan province (Triplet et al 2008). This is the
largest colony found recently in Kazakhstan.

Black x Black-eared Kite Milvus migrans x lineatus
Various hybrids between Black Kite and Black-eared
Kite — some (‘migrans types’) more similar to the former,
others (‘lineatus types’) resembling the latter — occur in
Kazakhstan while documented records of pure Black
Kite (Wassink & Oreel 2007) or pure Black-eared Kite
(Dick Forsman in litt) seem to be lacking.

On 24 September 2001, 2000 individuals were seen
flying south-west at Oskemen, East Kazakhstan province
(Scherbakov 2007), indicating that the foothills of the
western Altai are — at least in autumn — an important
raptor migration route.
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Pallas’s Fish Eagle Haliaeetus leucoryphus

On 21 May 2007, an immature Pallas’s Fish Eagle was
found at Sorbulak lake, Almaty province (Balmer &
Betton 2007; Hugues Dufourny in litt). On 30 May 2007,
another immature (three to four years old) was found at
Kolshengel (44:20 N, 75:33 E), Taukum desert, Almaty
province (Kenefick 2007; Vaughan Ashby in litt). Given
the species’ (increasing) rarity, all records are worth
mentioning.

Cinereous Vulture Aegypius monachus

On 16 May 2007, three Cinereous Vultures (of which one
was photographed) were found feeding on a carcass west
of Astana (51:10 N, 71:30 E), Agmola province (Hendriks
2007). The species is nowadays only occasionally found
in central Kazakhstan (Wassink & Oreel 2007).

Western Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus

On 22 December 2007, a female-type Western Marsh
Harrier was found at Sorbulak lake, Almaty province
(Valkenburg 2007). This is the first winter record in
Almaty province.

Hen Harrier Circus cyaneus

Hen Harrier is a rare winter visitor in the Volga-Ural
semi-desert (49:00 N, 47:30 E) in West Kazakhstan prov-
ince (Lindeman et al 2005). Wintering in West Kazakh-
stan province has not previously been published.

Levant Sparrowhawk Accipiter brevipes

Between 30 August and 5 September 2004, a total of six
Levant Sparrowhawks was trapped at Dzhanybek
(49:24 N, 46:48 E), Volga-Ural semi-desert, West Kazakh-
stan province (Lindeman et al 2005; Nikita Chernetsov
in litt). These records indicate that the species is not only
a breeding migrant (Wassink & Oreel 2007) but also a
passage migrant.

In late June 2006, Levant Sparrowhawk was found
breeding in the Uil (east of Uil) (49:05 N, 54:40 E) and
Emba valleys (at Zhagabulak) (48:33 N, 57:34 E) (Kov-
shar et al 2007). In 2006, an estimated total of 20 pairs
was found breeding in the central Mugodzhary moun-
tains (48:45 N, 58:48 E) (BirdLife International 2007a).
In mid-May 2006, an estimated 10-15 pairs was found
breeding in the Bolshiye Barsuki semi-desert (Karyakin
et al 2006). These records indicate that the species
breeds in Aqtdbe province, south to the middle Uil and
upper Emba valleys, the central Mugodzhary mountains
(the latter already suggested by Wassink & Oreel 2007)
and the Bolshiy Barsuki semi-desert.

Booted Eagle Aquila pennata

On 15 June 2006, a pair of Booted Eagles (including a
displaying bird) was found in the Emba valley (at
Zhagabulak), Aqtobe province (Kovshar et al 2007). This
is the first breeding record west of the Mugodzhary
mountains.

Asian Imperial Eagle Aquila heliaca

In the winter of 2005/06, Asian Imperial Eagles were
photographed on 18 January 2006 at Badam (42:23 N,
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69:15 E), South Kazakhstan province, on 19 January
2006 at Merke (42:52 N, 73:11 E), Zhamby! province,
and on 26 February 2006 at Koylyk (45:39 N, 80:14 E),
Almaty province (Isabekov 2006). In the winter of
2007/08, a bird was photographed on 19 January 2008
at Chemolgan (43:23 N, 76:37 E), Almaty province
(Isabekov 2008). Wintering in Kazakhstan was previ-
ously only known from the western Altai and the
Kalbinskiy Altai, East Kazakhstan province, the Chu val-
ley, Zhamby! and South Kazakhstan provinces, and the
Barsa-Kelmes peninsula at the Aral Sea, Qyzylorda prov-
ince (Wassink & Oreel 2007).

Common Moorhen Gallinula chloropus

Common Moorhen has been found regularly wintering
at Koshkurgan (43:22 N, 68:29 E), South Kazakhstan
province (Ismail Uulu 2007). In the winter of 2003/04,
four birds were found at the confluence of the Arys and
Dzhabagly rivers (42:31 N, 70:28 E), South Kazakhstan
province (Kolbintsev 2004). On 27 January 2008, one
bird was found at Taraz, Zhambyl province (Vladimir
Kolbintsev in litt). The only previously known winter
record was on 31 December 1993 in Aksu-Dzhabagly
nature reserve (42:15 N, 70:39 E), Talasskiy Alatau,
South Kazakhstan province (Wassink & Oreel 2007).

Macqueen’s Bustard Chlamydotis macqueenii

Although the contrary is repeatedly mentioned in the
literature, for instance, Dolgushin (1962), Gavrilov &
Gavrilov (2005), Wassink & Oreel (2007), Macqueen’s
Bustard does not breed in the Taysogan semi-desert
(48:16 N, 53:29 E) in north-eastern Atyrau province
(Saraev et al 2007). In Atyrau province, the species
breeds west to the eastern side of the Ural valley
(48:00 N, 51:49 E) and north to Inder lake (48:28 N,
51:55 E) and the Sagiz valley (48:16 N, 54:46 E).

Collared Pratincole Glareola pratincola

On 4 July 2007, a Collared Pratincole was found at
Korgalzhyn nature reserve (50:28 N, 69:15 E), Aqmola
province (M W Andersen 2007). This is the third record
in Aqmola province.

Black-winged Pratincole Glareola nordmanni
On 11 October 2007, two Black-winged Pratincoles
were found at Byrkazan lake (49:11 N, 50:25 E), West
Kazakhstan province (Bidashko & Kolbintsev in prep).
This is the first October record in Kazakhstan.

Lesser Sand Plover Charadrius mongolus

On 19 May 2006, four summer-plumaged Lesser Sand
Plovers were found in the Taukum desert, ¢ 25 km from
Kolshengel, Almaty province (Colin Bradshaw in litt).
This is the eighth record in Kazakhstan.

Sociable Lapwing Vanellus gregarius

On 19 October 2007, a Sociable Lapwing tagged with a
satellite transmitter in Korgalzhyn nature reserve,
Agmola province, was found in a flock of 3200 birds in
Ceylanpinar district in south-eastern Turkey. This number
confirms, as already suggested by Sheldon et al (2006),
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113 Hybrid Black x Black-eared Kite / hybride Zwarte x Oostelijke Zwarte Wouw Milvus migrans x lineatus
(‘migrans type’), second-year, Sorbulak lake, Almaty province, Kazakhstan, 1 June 2007 (Aurélien Audevard)

114 Cinereous Vulture / Monniksgier Aegypius monachus, immature, with Steppe Eagle / Steppearend Aquila
nipalensis, west of Astana, Agmola province, Kazakhstan, 16 May 2007 (Rob Bouwman)
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that the previous estimate of the world population (600-
1800 birds) was too low. From the breeding area, the
bird flew west through the Volga-Ural region (48:55 N,
49:21 F) and then followed a southerly direction
(through the Caucasus) to Turkey (BirdLife International
2007b). This means that not only the western Kazakhstan
population passes through the Volga-Ural region
(Wassink & Oreel 2007) but, at least partly, also the cen-
tral Kazakhstan population.

Asian Dowitcher Limnodromus semipalmatus

On 4 July 2007, a summer-plumaged Asian Dowitcher
was found at Korgalzhyn nature reserve, Aqmola prov-
ince (M W Andersen 2007). This is the seventh record in
the Korgalzhyn nature reserve-Astana region (where the
total number of recorded birds now stands at 20). There
are only two records of migrating birds outside this re-
gion (Wassink & Oreel 2007).

Common Black-headed Gull Chroicocephalus ridibundus
In the winter of 2001/02, three Common Black-headed
Gulls were found at Taraz (42:54 N, 71:22 E), Zhambyl
province (Kolbintsev 2004). On 22 December 2007, 13
birds were found at Sorbulak lake, Almaty province.
These are the first winter records away from the Caspian
Sea.

Mew Gull Larus canus

On 21 January 2007, 24 Mew Gulls (20 adults and four
immatures) were found at Tengiz, Atyrau province
(Peterson 2008). This is the second winter record in
Kazakhstan.

Caspian Gull Larus cachinnans
Caspian Gulls ringed as chicks at Alakol lake (46:08 N,
81:42 E), in both East Kazakhstan and Almaty provinces,
have been recorded in colonies of Baraba Gull L heuglini
barabensis at Lake Chany, Novosibirsk province, Russia
(Veen et al 2005). These records indicate that Caspian
Gull may have a more northerly breeding distribution in
Kazakhstan than previously assumed (Wassink & Oreel
2007), (partly) within the breeding range of Baraba
Gull.

On 22 December 2007, nine Caspian Gulls were
found at Sorbulak lake, Almaty province (Valkenburg
2007). This is the first winter record in Almaty province.

Pallas’s Sandgrouse Syrrhaptes paradoxus

On 31 July 2007, a Pallas’s Sandgrouse was found at Ters
Asthibulak lake (42:40 N, 70:54 E), Zhambyl province
(De Schamphelaere 2007). Records in the Talasskiy
Alatau foothills are few.

Hill Pigeon Columba rupestris

During 2000-04, Hill Pigeon has not been found breed-
ing in the Manrak mountains (47:24 N, 84:13 E)
(Berezovikov & Levin 2007). This seems to indicate that,
after the (almost) disappearance from the Altai (49:18 N,
85:13 E) and the Tien Shan (43:03 N, 76:06 E) (Wassink
& Oreel 2007), the species has (almost) disappeared
from the Manrak mountains as well.
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European Turtle Dove Streptopelia turtur

During 2000-04, European Turtle Dove S t arenicola has
not been found breeding in the Manrak mountains. This
is in line with the overall declining breeding numbers in
eastern and south-eastern Kazakhstan (Berezovikov &
Levin 2007). After formerly being common, the species
is now apparently rare or even absent in the Manrak
mountains, East Kazakhstan province.

Oriental Turtle Dove Streptopelia orientalis

In June 2003 and on 15 June 2006, a Western Oriental
Turtle Dove S 0 meena was found in forest at Zhagabulak
in the Emba valley, Aqtdbe province (Kovshar et al 2007).
These are the first records west of the Mugodzhary moun-
tains, Aqtobe province, possibly indicating breeding.

Oriental Cuckoo Cuculus optatus

On 5 May 2007, a singing Oriental Cuckoo was found
in the Topar valley (45:03 N, 75:00 E), Almaty province
(B Andersen 2007). Records away from the breeding
areas are few. The species is only more or less regularly
reported in May in the Tengiz-Korgalzhyn region,
Agmola province (Wassink & Oreel 2007).

Boreal Owl Aegolius funereus

On 28 October 2002, two exhausted Boreal Owls were
found at Oskemen, East Kazakhstan province (Scher-
bakov 2007). There are only few records away from the
breeding areas.

European Roller Coracias garrulus

On 16 May 2007, a European Roller was found at
Korgalzhyn (50:35 N, 70:01 E), Korgalzhyn nature re-
serve, Agmola province (Hendriks 2007). This is the fifth
record in the Tengiz-Korgalzhyn region since 2000
(Wassink & Oreel 2007).

Eurasian Wryneck Jynx torquilla

On 21 June 2006, a singing Eurasian Wryneck was heard
in forest along the Uil river (south of Uil), Aqtébe prov-
ince. The next day (22 June), two birds were seen in the
same area (Kovshar et al 2007). These may be the first
breeding records in Aqtébe province, away from the llek
valley (50:16 N, 57:17 E).

Black Woodpecker Dryocopus martius

On 18 March and between 31 March and 8 April 2006,
Black Woodpeckers attending nestholes were photo-
graphed at Oral (51:14 N, 52:22 E) (at Kirov park and in
the Chagan valley, respectively), West Kazakhstan prov-
ince (Isabekov 2006). These are the first breeding records
in western Kazakhstan. At least some of the previous
records from the Ural valley (Wassink & Oreel 2007)
might, in fact, have referred to local breeders.

Calandra Lark Melanocorypha calandra

On 5July 2007, a Calandra Lark was found in Korgalzhyn
nature reserve, Agmola province (M W Andersen 2007).
This is the fourth record in Agmola province.



115 White-headed Wagtail / Witkopkwikstaart
Motacilla leucocephala, male, Kolshengel, Taukum
desert, Almaty province, Kazakhstan, 10 May 2007

(Rob Bouwman)

Yellow-headed Wagtail Motacilla lutea

On 7 May 2007, a male Yellow-headed Wagtail was
found at Kolshengel, Taukum desert, Almaty province
(Bird 2007). On 18 May 2007, two males were found at
Korgalzhyn, Korgalzhyn nature reserve, Agmola prov-
ince (Hendriks 2007). This species is only irregularly re-
corded in the eastern half of Kazakhstan.

White-headed Wagtail Motacilla leucocephala

On 9-11 May 2007, five White-headed Wagtails (includ-
ing three males, of which one was photographed) were
found at Kolshengel, Taukum desert, Almaty province
(Hendriks 2007). This species is not recorded annually
in Kazakhstan.

Citrine Wagtail M citreola

On 15 March 2008, a male Black-backed Citrine Wagtail
M c calcarata was found at Chemolgan (43:23 N, 76:37 E),
Almaty province (Valkenburg 2008). This is the first March
record in Kazakhstan. Previously, birds were not recorded
before late April (Wassink& Oreel 2007).

Himalayan Wagtail Motacilla alboides

On 30 May 2007, a male Himalayan Wagtail was pho-
tographed at Kaskelen (43:12 N, 76:37 E), Almaty prov-
ince (Hugues Dufourny in litt). This is the first record in
Kazakhstan.

East Siberian Wagtail Motacilla ocularis

On 7-11 May 2007, at least five East Siberian Wagtails
were found at Kolshengel, Taukum desert, Almaty prov-
ince (Bird 2007, Hendriks 2007). Two previous records
were known from Kazakhstan (Wassink & Oreel 2007).

Winter Wren Troglodytes troglodytes

On 3-6 October 2004, three Winter Wrens T t troglo-
dytes were trapped at Dzhanybek in the Volga-Ural
semi-desert, West Kazakhstan province (Nikita
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116 Himalayan Wagtail / Himalayakwikstaart
Motacilla alboides, male, Kaskelen, Almaty province,
Kazakhstan, 30 May 2007 (Alain Baccaert)

Chernetsov in litt). This indicates that (autumn) migra-
tion also takes place considerably west of the Ural valley
and that the species is not only a winter visitor (Wassink
& Oreel 2007) but also a passage migrant.

Dunnock Prunella modularis

Between 28 September and 6 October 2004, a total of
17 Dunnocks was trapped at Dzhanybek in the Volga-
Ural semi-desert, West Kazakhstan province (Nikita
Chernetsov in litt). These are the first documented
records west of the Ural valley.

Common Nightingale Luscinia megarhynchos

In June 2006, Common Nightingale proved to be a com-
mon breeder in the Uil (at Uil), Temir (48:29 N, 57:26 E)
and Emba valleys (at Zhagabulak), Aqtobe province
(Kovshar et al 2007). These breeding occurrences are
well west of the Mugodzhary mountains, formerly re-
garded as the north-westerly limit of the breeding range
in Kazakhstan.

Pied Bush Chat Saxicola caprata

On 21 May 2007, a first-summer male Pied Bush Chat
was found at Sorbulak lake, Almaty province (Hugues
Dufourny in litt). This is the first record in Almaty prov-
ince.

Redwing Turdus iliacus

On 22 December 2007, two Redwings were found
¢ 3 km north of Chemolgan (43:23 N, 76:37 E), Almaty
province (Valkenburg 2007). This is the first winter
record in Almaty province.

Upcher’s Warbler Hippolais languida

On 9 July 2007, an Upcher’s Warbler was found at
Karaoy (45:52 N, 74:48 E), Almaty province (M W
Andersen 2007). This is the second record at this loca-
tion (the previous one was on 24 May 2006), well east of
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the nearest breeding area, the Assa valley (42:40 N,
71:00 E) in Zhambyl province (Wassink & Oreel 2007).

Blyth’s Reed Warbler Acrocephalus dumetorum

On 13 June 2006, two Blyth’s Reed Warblers were
trapped at Pokrovka (49:20 N, 57:03 E) in the Temir val-
ley, Aqtobe province (Kovshar et al 2007). However, the
authors’ claim that they were breeding (what would be
the first breeding record in Aqtébe province) is without
supporting evidence. Since the record falls within the
spring migration period (which continues to mid-June;
Wassink & Oreel 2007), we prefer to treat them as
migrants.

Sykes’s Warbler Acrocephalus rama

On 3 July 2005, a pair of Sykes’s Warblers with juveniles
was found and sound-recorded in Korgalzhyn nature re-
serve, Agmola province (Lindholm & Aalto 2005). This is
the first (breeding) record in Agmola province.

Ménétries’s Warbler Sylvia mystacea

On 8 July 2007, a male Ménétries’s Warbler was found
at Zhelturanga (45:04 N, 75:15 E), Almaty province
(M W Andersen 2007). This is the second record in
Almaty province.

Yellow-browed Warbler Phylloscopus inornatus

On 25 August (two) and 20 September 2004 (one),
Yellow-browed Warblers were trapped at Dzhanybek in
the Volga-Ural semi-desert, Kazakhstan province
(Lindeman et al 2005; Nikita Chernetsov in litt). These
are the first records in West Kazakhstan province.

Common Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita

Between late August and early October 2003-04 and in
late May 2005, a total of 349 Common Chiffchaffs was
trapped at Dzhanybek in the Volga-Ural semi-desert,
West Kazakhstan province. All belonged to the subspe-
cies P ¢ abietinus (Nikita Chernetsov in litt). Therefore, it
seems safe to assume that Siberian Chiffchaff P c tristis
does not migrate west through the Volga-Ural region, at
least not in West Kazakhstan province.

Collared Flycatcher Ficedula albicollis

On 23 (one), 24 (one) and 28 August 2004 (two), first-
winter Collared Flycatchers were trapped at Dzhanybek
in the Volga-Ural semi-desert, West Kazakhstan prov-
ince (Lindeman et al 2005; Nikita Chernetsov in litt).
These are the second to fifth records in Kazakhstan; all
five records are from West Kazakhstan province.

Long-tailed Bushtit Aegithalos caudatus

On 14 June 2001, a pair of White-headed Long-tailed
Bushtits A ¢ caudatus with juveniles was found at
Dzhanybek in the Volga-Ural semi-desert, West Kazakh-
stan province (Lindeman et al 2005). This is the first
breeding record west of the Ural valley in West
Kazakhstan province.

European Blue Tit Cyanistes caeruleus
Between late August and early October 2004, a total of
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759 European Blue Tits C ¢ caeruleus was trapped at
Dzhanybek in the Volga-Ural semi-desert, West
Kazakhstan province (Nikita Chernetsov in litt). Although
the species also breeds in the Volga-Ural semi-desert in
West Kazakhstan province south to Urda (48:46 N,
47:26 E) (Lindeman et al 2005, Wassink & Oreel 2007),
a significant proportion of the trapped birds is assumed
to refer to passage migrants. This indicates that the spe-
cies is not only a resident (Wassink & Oreel 2007) but
also a passage migrant and winter visitor.

On 15 June 2006, eight European Blue Tits (adults
feeding juveniles) were found at Zhagabulak in the
Emba valley, Aqgtdbe province. This is the first breeding
record in Aqtobe province.

Great Tit Parus major
From 1998, Great Tit has been found breeding at
Dzhanybek in the Volga-Ural semi-desert, West Kazakh-
stan province (Lindeman et al 2005). This is the first
documented breeding record west of the Ural valley.
Between late August and early October 2004, a total
of 212 Great Tits was trapped at Dzhanybek in the Volga-
Ural semi-desert, West Kazakhstan province (Nikita
Chernetsov in litt). Although the species also breeds in
the Volga-Ural semi-desert in West Kazakhstan province
(Lindeman et al 2005), a significant proportion of the
trapped birds is assumed to refer to passage migrants.
This indicates that the species is not only a resident
(Wassink & Oreel 2007) but also a passage migrant and
winter visitor.

Coal Tit Periparus ater

On 29 September 2004, three Coal Tits P a ater were
trapped at Dzhanybek in the Volga-Ural semi-desert,
West Kazakhstan province (Nikita Chernetsov in litt).
This is the first record west of the Ural valley, indicating
that the species is not only a resident and winter visitor
(Wassink & Oreel 2007) but also a passage migrant.

Willow Tit Poecile montanus

Between early September and early October 2004 and
in mid-May 2005, 19 and four Willow Tits, respectively,
were trapped at Dzhanybek in the Volga-Ural semi-
desert, West Kazakhstan province (Nikita Chernetsov in
litt). Since the nearest breeding areas are situated in the
eastern half of Kazakhstan, these records must refer to
passage migrants. These are the first records west of the
Ural valley, indicating that the species is not only a resi-
dent and winter visitor (Wassink & Oreel 2007) but also
a passage migrant.

Eurasian Treecreeper Certhia familiaris

On 27 September 2004, a Eurasian Treecreeper C f fa-
miliaris was trapped at Dzhanybek in the Volga-Ural
semi-desert, West Kazakhstan province (Nikita Chernet-
sov in litt). This is the first record west of the Ural valley,
and indicates that the species is not only a winter visitor
(Wassink & Oreel 2007) but also a passage migrant.

Eurasian Golden Oriole Oriolus oriolus
Eurasian Golden Oriole O o oriolus breeds at Dzhanybek



in the Volga-Ural semi-desert, West Kazakhstan prov-
ince (Lindeman et al 2005). This is the first evidence of
breeding west of the Ural valley in West Kazakhstan
province.

Turkestan Shrike Lanius phoenicuroides

On 20 June 2006, a male Turkestan Shrike feeding two
juveniles was observed in the northern Taysogan semi-
desert, and, on 21 June 2006, a pair was found in the Uil
valley (at Miyaly) (48:53 N, 53:47 E). The males involved
belonged to the ‘karelini type’ (Kovshar et al 2007).
These records, both in north-eastern Atyrau province,
indicate a considerable north-westerly extension of the
breeding range (c 220 km north-east of the middle Emba
valley, previously regarded as the most north-easterly
limit of the breeding range; Wassink & Oreel 2007).

Long-tailed Shrike Lanius schach

On 4 April 2004, a Long-tailed Shrike was photographed
at Almaty (43:15 N, 76:57 E), Almaty province (Isabekov
2004). This is an exceptionally early date since spring
birds usually start returning from late April (Wassink &
Oreel 2007).

Steppe Grey Shrike Lanius pallidirostris

On 11 June 2007, a Steppe Grey Shrike was found at
Korgalzhyn nature reserve, Agmola province (Kenefick
2007). This is the first record in Agmola province.

Eurasian Jay Garrulus glandarius

From late March to mid-April and from late September
to October, Eurasian Jay is common in the Volga-Ural
semi-desert, West Kazakhstan province; it was not re-
corded in winter (Lindeman et al 2005). Eurasian Jay
was not known to occur west of the Ural valley. This also
indicates that the species is not only a resident and visi-
tor (Wassink & Oreel 2007) but also a passage migrant.

Pander’s Ground Jay Podoces panderi

The subspecies P p ilensis is becoming increasingly rare.
One of the few areas where this subspecies (the only
endemic bird taxon of Kazakhstan) has been found re-
cently is situated north of Karaoy, Almaty province,
where, on 10 July 2007, two juveniles were observed (M
W Andersen 2007).

Northern Raven Corvus corax

On 7 October 2007, a Northern Raven was found in the
Ural valley, ¢30 km west of Chapaevo (50:20 N,
51:17 E), West Kazakhstan province (Bidashko &
Kolbintsev in prep). This is the first record in West
Kazakhstan province.

Desert Finch Rhodospiza obsoleta

From 2002, Desert Finch has been found breeding at
Tengiz, Atyrau province (Peterson 2008). These are the
first (breeding) records in Atyrau province.
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Removed species and rejected records

Shikra Accipiter badius

On 14 June 2006, an adult female Shikra was reported
at Zhagabulak in the Emba valley, Aqtobe province
(Kovshar et al 2007). This would be the first record in
Aqtobe province. However, the description contradicts
the identification on several points and there is no pho-
tographic evidence supporting the identification.

Hooded Crane Crus monacha

On 7 June 1885, a Hooded Crane was reportedly shot at
Atyrau (47:07 N, 51:53 E), Atyrau province (Wassink &
Oreel 2007). However, its skin could not be traced in
collections (Kovshar & Kuzmina 1984; Roman Kashkarov
in litt, Vladimir Loskot in litt, Yaroslav Red’kin in litt), and
there is no written or photographic evidence supporting
the identification. Consequently, Hooded Crane has
been removed from our systematic list of the birds of
Kazakhstan (Wassink & Oreel 2007).

An (undocumented) report of Hooded Crane at the
Kurchum delta (48:26 N, 83:53 E), Zaysan region, East
Kazakhstan province (Gavrilov & Gavrilov 2005), had
already been rejected (Wassink & Oreel 2007).

White-naped Crane Grus vipio

In late April 1909, a White-naped Crane was reportedly
shot from a group of five at Qyzylorda (44:51 N,
65:31 E), Qyzylorda province, and, on 23 October
1913, a bird was reportedly shot at Kamyshlybash lake
(46:11 N, 61:56 E), Qyzylorda province (Wassink &
Oreel 2007). However, their skins could not be traced in
collections (Kovshar & Kuzmina 1984; Roman Kashkarov
in litt, Vladimir Loskot in litt, Yaroslav Red’kin in litt), and
there is no written or photographic evidence supporting
the identifications. Consequently, White-naped Crane
has been removed from our systematic list of the birds of
Kazakhstan (Wassink & Oreel 2007).

Variable Wheatear Oenanthe picata

On 13 July 2007, two Variable Wheatears O p capistrata
were reported in the Sharyn canyon (43:37 N, 79:18 E),
Almaty province (M W Andersen 2007) (what would be
the first record in Almaty province). The nearest breed-
ing area is situated ¢ 850 km away at Darbaza (41:34 N,
69:05 E), South Kazakhstan province (Wassink & Oreel
2007). There are no descriptions or photographs sup-
porting the identification.

Hume’s Leaf Warbler Phylloscopus humei

On 9 July 2007, 30 Hume’s Leaf Warblers were reported
between Zhelturanga and Karaoy, Almaty province (M
W Andersen 2007). However, this report falls well out-
side the migration periods. In summer, the species is
expected to occur in the higher mountains in southern
and eastern Kazakhstan (Wassink & Oreel 2007), rather
than in a (semi-)desert environment.

Plea for assistance

There remain enormous gaps in our knowledge of the
birds of Kazakhstan. We would, therefore, be most grate-
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ful to receive records and other relevant data for future
publications and to improve and update any second edi-
tion of The birds of Kazakhstan (Wassink & Oreel 2007).
All correspondence should be sent to: Arend Wassink,
Postweg 64, 1795 JR De Cocksdorp, Netherlands (arend-
wassink@texel.com).
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Samenvatting

VOGELS VAN KAZACHSTAN: NIEUWE EN INTERESSANTE GEGEVENS In dit
artikel wordt een overzicht gegeven van interessante vogelwaar-
nemingen die aanvullingen of correcties vormen op de informa-
tie in Wassink & Oreel (2007). Ook wordt een aantal waar-
nemingen vermeld waarvan de documentatie volgens de auteurs
onvoldoende is zekergesteld. Het overzicht bevat één nieuwe
soort voor Kazachstan, Himalayakwikstaart Motacilla alboides.
Twee soorten zijn door de auteurs van de nationale lijst afge-
voerd vanwege het feit dat de documentatie niet (meer) te trace-
ren is, Monnikskraanvogel Grus monacha en Witnekkraanvogel
G vipio.
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Spur-winged Geese at Banc d’Arguin,
Mauritania, in December 2004

Spur-winged Goose Plectropterus gambensis is currently
included in most versions of the Western Palearctic list
(eg, Snow & Perrins 1998) on the basis of a single record,
a bird, probably immature, which stayed in southern
Morocco from 12 March to 12 December 1984. This
record has been published by Bouwman (1985), al-
though this involved only part of the sightings (from 8 to
10 June 1984) of this bird. It was first found at the Souss
estuary on 12 and 23 March 1984 (see photographs at
www.netfugl.dk/pictures.php?id=listpictures&species_
id=116) and then seen at the Massa estuary on several
occasions between 23 April and 12 December 1984
(Thévenot et al 2003). This record has been accepted by
Thévenot et al (2003) as an accidental visitor and later
by the Moroccan rarities committee and placed into
Category A of the Moroccan list (Bergier & Thévenot
2006).

The only other published records in the Western
Palearctic (WP) originate from Egypt but their status is
unclear as the species is frequently kept in Egypt as
poultry bird (Goodman & Meininger 1989). Several
records before 1919 are thus generally considered as
referring to feral birds (see Goodman & Meininger 1989,

Snow & Perrins 1998). The origin of one or more single
birds seen on four occasions at Abu Simbel in March
1962 is also considered doubtful, and the species has
not been accepted by Goodman & Meininger (1989) for
the Egyptian list. Consequently, the Moroccan record is
currently the only accepted record for the WP.

The species has an Afrotropical distribution, being
mainly resident in most of sub-Saharan Africa. Despite
its mainly resident habits, it is said to be subject to
marked seasonal movements, sometimes 100s of kilo-
metres (Urban et al 1986). On the southern edges of the
Sahara, large influxes occur in winter, in January in the
Senegal delta and from February to May in Lake Chad
(Urban et al 1986, Lamarche 1988). In Mauritania, the
species is also regular in the wetlands of the Sahel zone,
sometimes in large numbers (Lamarche 1988).

On 11 December 2004, Bernard Spaans discovered a
flock of 14 Spur-winged Geese at Banc d’Arguin,
Mauritania, resting on a sand bank in company of wad-
ers, Eurasian Spoonbills Platalea leucorodia, Great White
Pelicans Pelecanus onocrotalus and Reed Cormorants
Phalacrocorax africanus. The exact location is called
Ebel Kheaiznaya, situated ¢ 3 km north-north-west of the
village of Iwik (19°54’15” N, 16°18’35” W). This sand
bank is also used by many waders as a high tide roost
and these birds feed on the surrounding intertidal mud-
flats during low tide. These flats are partly covered with

117 Spur-winged Geese / Spoorwiekganzen Plectropterus gambensis (front), with Great White Pelicans / Roze Pelikanen

Pelecanus onocrotalus, Eurasian Spoonbills / Lepelaars Platalea leucorodia, Reed Cormorants / Afrikaanse Dwerg-

aalscholvers Phalacrocorax africanus, Western Reef Egrets / Westelijke Rifreigers Egretta gularis and Grey Heron /
Blauwe Reiger Ardea cinerea, Ebel Kheaiznaya, Banc d’Arguin, Mauritiania, 12 December 2004 (Jan van de Kam)
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Spur-winged Ceese at Banc d’Arguin, Mauritania, in December 2004

118 Spur-winged Geese / Spoorwiekganzen Plectropterus gambensis, with Mauritanian Heron / Mauritaanse Blauwe
Reiger Ardea cinerea monicae, Ebel Kheaiznaya, Banc d’Arguin, Mauritiania, 12 December 2004 (Jan van de Kam)

sea-grass Zostera noltii. On 12 December, the Spur-
winged Geese were still present and Jan van de Kam
took some photographs of the flock from a hide. On
14 December during a high tide waterbird count in the
area, still nine Spur-winged Geese were seen. After that,
the geese were not observed any more and the observers
left the area on 17 December. Since the geese were ob-
served there during high tide, they were mainly resting.
Because the significance of this observation was not
realized immediately, no description of the birds was
taken in the field. However, the accompanying photo-
graph leaves no doubt as to the identity of the birds, on
basis of size (between Reed Cormorant and Eurasian
Spoonbill), mainly black plumage with white belly,
undertail-coverts and central band on the neck, pale
‘face’ with dark eye-patch and bare skin on forehead,
and pinkish legs and bill. The large amount of white
on the underparts indicates the nominate subspecies
P g gambensis and excludes the much darker subspecies
P g niger (Madge & Burn 1988).

This record of a substantial group in a remote area of
a thinly populated country not far from the normal range
of the species confirms the vagrancy potential of Spur-

winged Goose, and further establishes the presence of
the species on the Western Palearctic list. This record was
already briefly mentioned by Isenmann (2007: ‘one sight-
ing of 14 individuals in December 2004, B Spaans’).
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Western Palearctic list update: deletion
of Cape Gannet

The status of Cape Gannet Morus capensis in Western
Palearctic waters is surrounded with considerable un-
certainties. There have been several claims but only one
has been formally accepted by a national rarities com-
mittee. The first putative record concerns a specimen
said to have been taken on Bass Rock, Scotland, in May
1831. Identification of this bird is not disputed but its
origin remains doubtful (see Garner 2007) and the re-
port was consequently not accepted on the British list by
the British Ornithologists” Union Records Committee
(BOURC 2005).

Between 1985 and 1990, a series of 10 observations
was made along the Mediterranean coast of Spain be-
tween Malaga and Arenys de Mar (just north of Barce-
lona). All records were of single adults and may conceiv-
ably relate to just one individual moving up and down
the coast, or two individuals, since there are four reports
from Malaga Bay and four from the north-eastern coast
of Spain between Tarragona and Arenys de Mar, with
only two reports in between (Paterson & Riddiford 1990).
From this series of reports, only the first one (30 km east
of Tarragona, 28 January 1985) has been accepted by
the Spanish rarities committee, albeit as Cape/Aus-
tralasian Gannet Morus capensis/serrator only and treat-
ed as a record of unknown origin (de Juana et al 2002).

The presence of Cape Gannet on the Western
Palearctic list thus currently rests on the report of a juve-
nile allegedly recovered at sea off Western Sahara in
1966 (Snow & Perrins 1998). This record had been
retained by Thévenot et al (2003) and later by the
Moroccan rarities committee and placed into category A
of the Moroccan list (Bergier & Thévenot 2006).

The Western Sahara record

As part of a revision of extremely rare bird occurrences
in the Western Palearctic, we tried to track down the
original information relating to the Western Sahara
record. The record was originally published in Crawford
et al (1983): it concerns a juvenile ringed as pullus on
9 April 1966 in Lamberts’ Bay, South Africa, and said
to have been recovered on 30 May 1966 at 21:40 N,
13:55 W off Western Sahara. As no further details were
provided in this publication, we contacted the South
African ringing centre (SAFRING) to obtain the full infor-
mation available on this record.

There is in fact very little information available on this
recovery, which was transmitted by the Moscow Ringing
Centre. Thanks to Dieter Oschadleus (SAFRING co-
ordinator at University of Cape Town), we could
examine a scan of the form which was sent from Mos-
cow. The only details are as follows: ring number Zoo
Pretoria 546-14323; recovery date 30 May 1966; re-
covery locality 21:40 N, 13:55 E.

Over the original longitude co-ordinates, someone
had hand-written ‘17°00, Western Sahara’. The reason
for this is obvious: the original co-ordinates fall in the
middle of the Sahara in northern Chad, quite an unlikely

[Dutch Birding 30: 103-104, 2008]

place for a Cape Gannet (or any kind of gannet...).
Obviously, someone in South Africa had spotted the
mistake in the co-ordinates and corrected it. But on
what basis?

Neither Dieter Oschadleus nor his predecessor Terry
Oatley knew more on this matter. The latter informed us
that at the time of the recovery, the records of South
African rings were handled by various volunteers and
that the records from that period are incomplete. Further
enquiries with the Bird Ringing Centre in Moscow did
not provide much additional information, as they were
unable to locate the recovery anywhere. We are thus left
with the details on the reporting form to understand
what happened.

Firstly, how could information on a ringed Cape
Gannet end up in Moscow? Apparently, the large fleet of
Soviet trawlers which exploited marine resources along
the west coast of Africa at the time (see for example
http://usinfo.state.gov/journals/ites/0103/ijee/nichols.
htm, www.mpl.ird.fr/ suds-en-ligne/ecosys/ang_ecosys/
pdf/upwelling.pdf, www.fao.org/DOCREP/003/Q6208F/
Q6208F07.htm) occasionally caught Cape Gannets:
there are several recoveries of Cape Gannets along the
south-western coast of Africa in the Bird Ringing Centre
Moscow (Irina  Kharitonova, Bird Ringing Centre
Moscow, pers comm) and a ringed Cape Gannet leg was
even found in a refuse dump in Murmansk: presumably
the bird was caught on a trawler and the leg later dis-
carded (Oschadleus & Brooks 2006).

Secondly, where was this bird recovered? Obviously,
the co-ordinates received in South Africa are wrong, and
no other information was apparently available to
SAFRING (Dieter Oschadleus & Terry Oatley pers
comm). The person who received the recovery form and
treated it obviously considered that the latitude was
right but that there was a mistake in the longitude. He
thus filled in the co-ordinates of the Western African
coast at the same latitude as the original co-ordinates
(the modified co-ordinates fall 2 km off the coast of
southern Western Sahara just north of the Mauritanian
border).

There is, however, another interpretation of the origi-
nal mistake and one that is much more parsimonious:
instead of supposing a mistake on several digits num-
bers, it supposes the classical confusion between north-
ern (N) and southern (S) latitude or western (W) and
eastern (E) longitude. Using either W or E longitude does
not help much: both localities fall in the Sahara, either
in Western Sahara or northern Chad, respectively.
However, substituting N by S in the original latitude co-
ordinates places the recovery 2 km off the coast of
Namibia, where Cape Gannet is very common! It seems
thus most likely that the recovery co-ordinates were in
fact 21:40 S, 13:55 E, along the Namibian coast. This is
supported by the fact that there are many recoveries of
Cape Gannet made by Soviet trawlers in the same area
in the Bird Ringing Centre Moscow (Irina Kharitonova
pers comm). This interpretation is also favoured by Terry
Oatley who commented as follows: ‘It is far more likely
that the Russian Ringing Centre mislabelled the latitudi-
nal co-ordinates N out of force of habit (since the vast
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Western Palearctic list update: deletion of Cape Gannet

majority of recoveries processed by them are from the
northern hemisphere, and the same error was finding its
way into the Euring data bank when | visited it in 1994).
If the co-ordinates are seen as 21:40 S, 13:55 E, the
locality is just off the Namibian coast in the lucrative
fishing grounds of the Benguella upwelling where the
Russian fleet regularly operates, and where 20% of gan-
net ring recoveries in the period 1951-1969 were made.
In summary, it is more likely that the latitudinal co-
ordinates were incorrectly labelled N than that a Cape
Gannet was recovered off Western Sahara.’

In conclusion, the alleged Western Sahara recovery of
a Cape Gannet is most probably based on a mistake in
the co-ordinates of the recovery on the reporting sheet
and a further confusion in the interpretation of the origi-
nal mistake. Even if our interpretation of the recovery
locality cannot be proven, it is by far the most likely. It is
thus obvious that this record should be discarded as the
single record of Cape Gannet in the Western Palearctic.
With no other record currently accepted, the species
must be deleted from the Western Palearctic list. On
7 January 2008, the Moroccan rarities committee con-
firmed this and the record has been deleted from the
Moroccan list (Jacques Franchimont in litt).

We thank David Grémillet (CNRS, Montpellier), Irina
Kharitonova (Bird Ringing Centre Moscow), Terry Oatley

and Dieter Oschadleus (University of Cape Town) and
Margaret Sandwith (Percy FitzPatrick Institute of African
Ornithology, Cape Town) for their help in accessing the
original data related to this record.
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Varia

Nepal Wren-Babbler

Four cryptically-plumaged, terrestrial babbler species
with ultra-short tails, stout bills and strong legs comprise
the genus Pnoepyga. All four are restricted to the Oriental
region. Pygmy Wren-Babbler P pusilla has an extensive
range and is found in continental Asia from the Hima-
layas of western Nepal to the Pacific coast with scattered
outposts in Indochina and the Malay Peninsula and in
Indonesia from Sumatra eastwards to Timor. Scaly-
breasted Wren-Babbler P albiventer has a more restrict-
ed range in the Himalayas from Duala Dhar, Himachal
Pradesh, India, eastwards with outposts in Mount
Victoria, Myanmar, and in northern Vietnam. Taiwan
Wren-Babbler P formosana is restricted to Taiwan. The
latter taxon has proved troublesome to attribute and has
previously been included in either pusilla or albiventer
but is now considered a separate species (Collar 2006,
del Hoyo et al 2007).

In 1991, Siegfried Eck and Jochen Martens described
Nepal Wren-Babbler P immaculata as a new species re-
stricted as a breeder to the Himalayas from west-central
to eastern Nepal, wintering in the lowlands (Martens &
Eck 1991). Subsequently, Nepal Wren-Babbler has been
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located in the winter at a small number of other sites (eg,
Pulchowki, Nepal, and across the Nepali border in Uttar
Pradesh, India; Robson 1999). As with other Pnoepyga
species, Nepal Wren-Babbler occurs in a white and a
fulvous morph. Although Martens & Eck note that ‘eco-
logical data for immaculata are very sparse’ and that the
‘exact range of immaculata is so far known only in out-
line’ they believed the ‘survival of this species, at least in
Nepal, must be regarded as critical’. Furthermore, they
believed this situation to be exacerbated by the loss of
forest vegetation. Subsequent observations have sug-
gested that within its range it is ‘locally fairly common’
(Grimmett et al 1998). At present the species is classified
as ‘Least Concern’ (BirdLife International 2007).

Our observations during April 2007 suggest that,
although essentially a forest bird, Nepal Wren-Babbler is
as likely to occur in degraded forest habitats as more
pristine ones. For instance, we recorded it at the forest
edge in secondary and successional growth as well as
areas intensively used by humans. The first individual
was located at the small settlement of Chongong (Lama
Hotel or Lama Lodge, 2470 m above sea level) late in
the evening of 7 April in scrub at the trail edge within
10 m of the nearest habitation. At dawn on 8 April,
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119-123 Nepal Wren Babbler / Nepalese Sluiptimalia Pnoepyga immaculata, Chongong, Nepal, 8 April 2007
(Phil Chantler)
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others could be heard from our hotel. These were seen
amongst large boulders interspersed with scrubby, yet
open Alder Alnus growth (spindly saplings and mature
trees with lower branches removed for fire-wood) on the
banks of the Langtang Khola river. This area lies immedi-
ately behind the hotel and acts as a toilet and dumping
ground for refuse. There was much human excrement,
general food waste and food packaging as well as a por-
cupine Hystrix lair which was discovered among the
bigger rocks. One Nepal Wren-Babbler was heard and
seen on the other side of the settlement at the foot of the
steeply wooded slope amongst fallen trees and under-
growth. In all, five birds were seen here and at least
eight heard. It was apparent that birds became more dif-
ficult to observe once the sun rose high enough to reach
the valley bottoms. However, the song was noted
throughout the day.

Elsewhere below this elevation, Nepal Wren-Babbler
was seen and heard frequently in many overgrown gul-
lies near to the trail along the valley of the Langtang
Khola between Lama Hotel and Dhunche (1966 m
above sea level) in the Trisuliganga river valley and 11
were heard between Lama Hotel and Landslide Hotel
during the remainder of 8 April, with two present around
the latter. On 9 April, six were heard downstream from
Landslide along the Langtang Khola as far as the junc-
tion to Syabru, with a further bird present along a stream
again close to the settlement at the edge of secondary
forest. On 12 April, two birds were heard calling from

streams in forest between Syabru and Dhunche. Finally,
on 13 April just prior to boarding a jeep to Kathmandu,
we saw two birds together calling immediately above
the trail a few metres from the track ¢ 3 km down from
Dhunche (c 1900 m above sea level). This area was
heavily goat browsed with a resultant very open under-
storey. We were unable to check for it below this point
as we were travelling by vehicle.

Despite concerns that loss of forest vegetation has en-
dangered this species within Nepal, we found evidence
suggesting that it is making use of environments altered
by anthropogenic activity.

Many thanks to Carol Inskipp for sending us copies of
Martens & Eck (1991), fo